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Excerpted from a speech to elder members taking part in a special 
pilgrimage to the holy grounds in conjunction with the celebra-
tion of our church’s fiftieth anniversary.

I would like to thank you all again for your active par-
ticipation in this holy pilgrimage event, which is being 
held as one of the commemorative projects for the his-

torical fiftieth anniversary of the founding of our church.
Our fiftieth anniversary is tremendously significant 

from the providential viewpoint. True Parents are initiat-
ing advances in the providence based on this anniversary. 
From this fact alone we can understand how very impor-
tant the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of our church 
is. We are preparing and developing projects to com-
memorate the anniversary and to create a foothold for our 
movement to reach greater heights.

On this occasion of celebrating fifty years, I would 
like to take a look at how the providence has developed 
throughout history and how it will further develop in the 
future. 

When did True Parents arrive at the final destination of 
the providence of restoration? They reached it on Decem-
ber 31, 2000. That was the year in which the history of the 
providence of restoration came to an end. Father turned 
eighty that year. In 2000, True Parents celebrated the for-
tieth anniversary of their Holy Wedding and the twelfth 
anniversary of the proclamation of the Foundation Day for 
the Nation of the Unified World. It was the eighth year of 
the Completed Testament era, and the third year since the 
proclamation of the Sabbath for the Parents of Heaven and 
Earth. 

It was not simply the start of the new millennium; the 
year 2000 was a historic one in which God’s providence 
of restoration was concluded. In other words, the period 
comprising the Old Testament age, the New Testament age 
and the Completed Testament age came to an end in 2000; 
and the long-awaited era of Cheon Il Guk began in 2001.

With the dawn of the age of Cheon Il Guk, the train 
of the providence of restoration has been changed and 
upgraded to a deluxe car and sightseeing buses. Until then, 
True Parents had been the drivers of the train of the provi-
dence of restoration and we, the blessed families, have 
been the passengers. But with that destination reached, 
and with the opening of the age of Cheon Il Guk, True Par-
ents, who have completed their responsibilities, will now 
take the car to a new destination. Our blessed families, 
who had been the passengers on the train, must inherit 
True Parents’ responsibility and bring their tribes to this 
final destination on the buses.

In this case, we the tribal messiahs, the fourth Adams, 
are the drivers; the passengers on our buses are our tribes 
who need to be restored. We all must become fourth 

Adams, True Parents’ representatives, in order to inherit 
the whole of True Parents’ glory and go to the final desti-
nation with our tribes. By the new final destination I mean 
the realization of Cheon Il Guk. 

A new age centering on the kingship of heaven, in other 
words, God’s fatherland and the era of the peace kingdom, 
was to be established on earth, when everyone is brought 
to that final destination. That was the year 2001: the era of 
the original ideal of creation centered on God–God’s king-
ship–was established in 2001.

The putting down of the roots of Cheon Il Guk occurred 
during the three-year period between the Coronation 
Ceremony for the Kingship of God on January 13, 2001, 
and the year 2003. It was the formation period for the root, 
from which the tree of Cheon Il Guk, the era of Cheon Il 
Guk, will emerge. 

True Parents held seven major speaking engagements 
or tours during the period from 2001 to 2003. Through 
these providential events the root was able to firmly posi-
tion itself in the ground. In 2004, the first shoots of the tree 
emerged from the ground, substantially revealing Cheon Il 
Guk to the world. 

In the end, each of our blessed members must take 
responsibility for his or her tribe, become true parents and 
harvest the fruits of the providence in order to see the com-
plete realization of Cheon Il Guk on earth. True Parents 
have created the Peace UN (IIPC) and now must eliminate 
national boundaries, free this world from strife and create 
the kingdom of heaven on earth. They have said this will 
be done by 2012. Thus, it is now spring in the original, 
ideal creation, where God’s original ideal of creation can be 
substantially seen. Amidst these changes, True Parents are 
asking us to begin a new life. 

The path to the establishment of Cheon Il Guk
This year, Father has often emphasized that we need to 

cut ourselves away from the false olive tree and engraft to 
the true olive tree. True Parents are the true olive tree, and 
we are false olive trees. The false olive trees can be reborn 
as true olive trees only by being engrafted by the true olive 
tree. Reborn as true olive trees, we must go to the wards 
and neighborhoods in our hometown to engraft onto our 
tribe, the false olive trees, and restore them to complete the 
tree of Cheon Il Guk. This will be completed by 2012.

Thus, this is not the age of True Parents’ responsibility 
but the age of our responsibility. To summarize, Father 
walked the path of the Messiah for forty years and was 
married in 1960 in the Holy Wedding. True Parents then 
walked another forty years on the path of the Messiah and 
finally brought the entire providence to a conclusion in 
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Everything is included in the peace kingdom: On 
May 26, which was Buddha’s birthday, True Parents 
went to Ahngol reservoir to release 50 crucian carp 
that they had caught at another reservoir. True Father 
passed the fish to True Mother and True Mother 
released them into the reservoir. Father prayed about 
how he had established Ssang Hab Shib Seung Il and 
Ahn Shi Il and that the ceremony to release the fish 
was connected with the conditions he had fought to 
establish throughout the 85 years of his life to usher 
in the kingdom of peace. The ceremony was also a 
condition to prevent the extinction of living things.u
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On the third Ahn Shi Il, May 21, 2004, True Parents gathered mem-
bers from all over Korea at Blue Sea Garden residence near Yeosu for a 
special speech and declaration (see previous issue page 14). This is the 
prepared speech Father delivered on that occasion.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen! First, I 
would like to sincerely thank Heaven for this oppor-
tunity to share this time with you all on this sunny 
spring day, here in this beautiful area of Yeosu with its 

soaring hills and the vast Pacific Ocean spread before us. 
Today is a special day. Not just because of the fifteen thousand 

or so Korean and Japanese leaders and Peace UN ambassadors 
are here. This day is a significant and blessed day in which the 
“era before Heaven” has come to an end, ushering in the “era 
after the coming of heaven.”

On May 5, I declared the beginning of Ssang Hab Shib Seung 
Il [see page 10], and proclaimed to the whole world that the “era 
after the coming of heaven” is one in which we must perfect the 
harmony and unity between heaven and earth, of man and cre-
ation, of the eras before and after the coming of heaven, yang and 
yin, east and west, Japan and Korea, Gyeongsang Province and 
Jeolla Province.

Invisible to the eyes of humankind who are the descendants of 
the Fall, God’s providence has proceeded without a single error, 
making it possible to designate and proclaim this era in which we 
live today the “era after the coming of heaven.” 

In this way, as we usher in the era of heavenly fortune, unprec-
edented and significant in history, God has now given us a heav-
enly decree to live a life based on a new set of absolute values 
that is in accord with this new age. Thus, the message I convey to 
you all today is not for your ears alone, but are words of truth for 

which I was called by heaven and compelled to proclaim to all six 
billion people of the human race. 

What indeed will open this tremendous providential “era after 
the coming of heaven,” and enable us to secure our positions as 
the owners of the absolute values of Cheon Il Guk? The world 
today, which has lost these heaven-centric, absolute values, is 
adrift without a sense of direction due to all manner of evil and 
chaos.

Thus, the heavenly secrets that Heaven is now revealing today 
through me are the absolute values that must be known by and 
incorporated into the actions of the owners of Cheon Il Guk in 
this “era following the coming of heaven,” the new heaven and 
new earth based on absolute values. 

The title of my speech is “The Purpose of the Harmony and 
Unity of True Love is the Perfection of the Absolute Value System 
of True Families.”

A world created through mutual relationships 
Dear guests, what was God’s purpose in creating man? The 

desire of the omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent God was to 
not live in solitude. Thus, He created the cosmos as a part of the 
process of creating an environment for man, and on that founda-
tion, He created mankind as the object of His absolute love.

God created mankind as His children. His desire was for man, 
His object to become better and greater than Himself. Even in this 
world, parents wish for their children to become better and great-
er than themselves. This is all the love of a parental God, which 
He gives as a blessing.

God’s purpose of creation was to feel joy in seeing people 
created as His children grow and perfect themselves, receive the 
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marriage blessing from Him, multiply true children, and create a 
true, eternal ideal heaven in which they could live. 

The path for becoming an owner of love can be opened 
through the practice of true love which invests and completely 
sacrifices itself first for its partner. 

Before God created man, He first established the standard of 
absolute faith, absolute love and absolute obedience and then 
invested Himself 100 percent. Thus, He brought the realm of the 
object into the realm of absolute values. One cannot become an 
owner of love on one’s own. This is only possible through an 
object partner. This love principle of absolute values also pertains 
to God. Without children, parents can never become 
owners of love. In the same way, in order for God to 
stand in the position of the owner of absolute love, 
He must set up man, who stands as God’s object, in 
the realm of the values of absolute love. Perfection is 
reached through the emergence of the values of an 
absolute subject and absolute object.

If we observe the order of the universe, we do not 
see that the weak are unconditionally sacrificed and 
exploited for the sake of the strong. The theory of sur-
vival of the fittest and the law of the jungle are funda-
mentally wrong.

Believers of this theory have overlooked the abso-
lute values that aim for the perfection of the owner 
of love, who stands as the subject by living for the sake of oth-
ers, investing true love and forgetting ever having invested into 
the object, who responds in absolute obedience. If true love is 
excluded from this formula, only the concept of struggle remains, 
but God’s principle of creating is not that of existence and devel-
opment through struggle. Rather, He seeks harmony and unity 
leading to absolute values through a mutual process of giving and 
receiving within the relationship of subject and object.

An individual may be sacrificed for the sake of the greater 
good, but we should not perceive this as struggle. It must be seen 
as an investment for the sake of mutual development. 

Can we indeed define the act of the individual willingly yield-
ing and sacrificing himself for the family or the family for the 
nation or the nation for the world as struggle? In this way, the 
realm of absolute values exists for the sake of bringing about the 
full realization of true love, where each strives to first set up the 
other in a position of an owner of true love. 

Self-centered individualism is Satan’s last struggle
Thus, we must remove from our lives the roots of a self-cen-

tered and individualistic mind-set and the behavior that flows 
from that. This is the root of fallen nature and the cause of all evil. 
This can be said of self-centered behavior on the individual level 
and of collective individualistic behavior. 

This path is directly contrary to the spirit of the true love abso-
lute values system. Instead of sacrificing and giving for the sake 
of others, self-centeredness calls for others to make sacrifices for 
oneself, and causes a person to be concerned with his own inter-
ests. Through the Fall, self-centeredness was ingeniously injected 
into the mind—body struggle. Satan planted this poison mush-
room in people’s hearts.

Although embracing self-centeredness may result in a person 
appearing beautiful and gaining worldly fame and earthly com-
forts, it is a trap that once entered will lead to addiction and a life 
of suffering that is difficult to escape. 

Even where our bodies are concerned, there is not one part 
that we can claim to be our own. 

We were born from the love of our parents; 99.999 percent of 
us comes from the bone, blood and flesh come from our mother. 
The remaining 0.001% is from the father’s sperm. In this regard, 

there is nothing we can call our 
own, nothing that can be used to 
justify self-centered individualism. 
You must acknowledge the fact 
that your entire body is an exten-
sion of your mother.

In other words, all the elements 
of your body were already includ-
ed in the seed and egg of your 
parents. This holds true for every-
one without question or exception.

Let us think about the concepts of “front” and “back.” When 
we say “front” it already acknowledges as a pre-existing condi-
tion the word “back.” The word “top” holds true only when “bot-
tom” exists; “left” is a precondition of “right.”

In the same theory, male denotes the prior existence of female. 
In other words, men were born for the sake of women, and 
women were born for the sake of men. 

Without men, there is no need for women. In the same way, 
without women, men cannot retain the value of their existence. 

In the end, nothing is born for the sake of itself. All beings exist 
and act for the sake of their partner. This means that they were 
created to head toward the ideal homeland within the context of a 
relative relationship.

Let us think about man’s five sensory organs. Did your eyes 
come into being for the sake of looking at themselves? Our eyes, 
nose, ears, mouth and hands all were created for our partner. 
What is the force that mobilizes our five sensory organs to sustain 
our lives and maintain our activities? It is the force that aims to 
perfect the values of true love. Our five sensory organs are but 
essential tools that came into existence for the sake of practicing 
true love.

In this way, nothing exists for its own sake. A life of living for 
the sake of others, giving, sacrificing through love and perfecting 
the owner of love through obedience is a life that satisfies God’s 
ideal of creation.

Since you were created for the sake of your partner, the law of 
nature calls you to live for the sake of your partner. This is where 
the absolute values of true love are created. 

The Fall, the root of free sex
When God created Adam and Eve, the first human ancestors, 

in the garden of Eden, he gave them sexual organs. Why did He 
do that? It was so that they could mature and perfect themselves, 
marry, multiply sinless children, and perfect the kingdom of 
heaven on earth, God’s aim of creation, in Adam’s lifetime.

The problem was that Adam and Eve fell. A false love, false 
life and false lineage came into being because of the Fall. Adam 
and Eve, who were supposed to preserve and transmit God’s 
love, life and lineage received the satanic lineage instead and fell 
into disgrace as transmitters of Satan’s lineage. Hence, God had to 
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drive them out of the garden 
of Eden, because they had 
become beings without any 
value.

Originally Adam was 
supposed to become God’s 
body on earth, and Eve was 
supposed to become Adam’s 
bride, but due to the Fall, 
Adam and Eve’s body, mind and ideal fell sick making them 
enemies. How grieved God’s heart was as he looked upon this 
reality! 

The Fall became Adam and Eve’s grave. It was an act of rob-
bing God of what belonged to Him. It is the root of free sex and 
the origin of self-centered individualism.

Take a look around you. These days, self-centered individual-
ism of the worst kind, the pursuit of a life beyond one’s means, 
and a trend toward free sex among the young are rampant. 
Regardless of whether we’re talking about the East or West, the 
dignity and value of the family is being cast aside and everyone is 
pursuing the pleasures of the body, which in the end have made 
people into drug addicts and AIDS patients, with only a miser-
able end awaiting them. 

Man’s original mind does not desire to follow an absurd path 
of dissipation in pursuit of an extreme version of individualism 
and bodily pleasure. Living a life in the universe, nation, neigh-
borhood and family that is wrapped in the embrace of the love of 
one’s parents and siblings is what a person’s God-given original 
mind seeks. 

Nevertheless, as we travel down a path going in a direction 
directly opposite to that leading to the desire of our original 
mind, our conscience burns out. This gives rise to conflict with 
the original mind. Hence, we are witnessing a daily increase in 
the number of people who swallow pills and choose the path of 
suicide. The historical declaration, “You shall surely reap what 
you have sown” rings true today in the age we are living through. 
What kind of seed did Adam and Eve sow in the garden of Eden? 
They planted the seed of free sex, in other words, the seed of illicit 
sexual relationships. That is why they hid their lower parts imme-
diately after the Fall. 

In the last days, the time of harvest, the trend of engaging in 
rampant free sex among our young people will surely manifest 
itself throughout the world. Through promiscuity, Satan is carry-
ing out his last struggle in the hope that nobody returns to God. 
Satan’s goal is to destroy all of mankind and create hell on earth.

The natural reaction of a young child when caught stealing 
sweets by his parents is to hide his hands and mouth. If Adam 
and Eve had eaten the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, they would have hidden their hands or mouths. So, I ask 
you: Why did they hid their lower parts? We cannot deny that the 
Fall was caused by an illicit sexual relationship between the first 
human ancestors. God could not do anything in the face of the 

tragedy of the Fall, because it was connected to the lineage. 
Dear guests, do you know where heaven and hell are divided? 

Is the dividing point in the air? Is it in a cathedral? Is it in a 
nation? No, the dividing line between heaven and hell can be 
found in one’s sexual organ. This is where the greatest tragedy in 
human history, which flipped heaven and earth, occurred.

If you recklessly use your sexual organ without direction like 
a blind man, you will surely go to hell. On the other hand, if 
you use it in accordance with the standard of God’s absolute 
love, you will go to heaven. Who can deny this fact? If you 
doubt this, I ask you to carefully read the Divine Principle, 
which contains the laws of heaven that I revealed. If you are 
still in doubt, I sincerely ask that you pray to Heaven. I’m 
sure that your prayer will be answered. 

Thousands and ten of thousands of young people in the 
world who have accepted the teachings of the Rev. Moon 
have ceased engaging in free sex. The message of the pure 
love movement, which advocates “absolute sex,” or “abso-
lute love,” is now spreading like wildfire.

If free sex is false love centered on one’s desires and 
Satan, absolute sex is absolute love centered on God. Many 
literary works and stories in the press have historically had 

the tendency to instigate and fan the fires of free sex.
Now, though, leaders of all spheres of life, including politi-

cians, economists, philosophers, journalists, religious leaders and 
the literati will stand as one in driving away free sex, a disease 
that cripples people and nations.

The cornerstone of world peace lay within Adam’s family, 
which is to create the absolute values of true love. It was also 
Adam’s family that could destroy the path to world peace. Thus, 
we must bear in mind the importance of Adam’s family, the 
ancestors of humanity.

The reason I brought an end to the Holy Spirit Association for 
the Unification of World Christianity and raised the banner of the 
Family Federation for World Peace and Unification is because the 
time had come.

How can we transform this world, which has become hell? 
The practice of harmony and unification centered on true love is 
the only way of finding the absolute values. Since the attributes 
of God, the owner of true love, are based on eternal, unchang-
ing, unique and absolute standards, we must also inherit and live 
according to those standards. 

The beauty of a family of the original form
Dear guests, why is the family a good thing? It is because it 

becomes the basis for our activities based on our original freedom, 
centered on the parents’ love. Even though they may be shabby in 
appearance, when a family becomes an original family, consisting 
of people bonded in heart with true love at the core, humankind 
and even God will feel liberated. Freedom without love is not true 
freedom.

If you feel restrained when you go to someone’s house as a 
guest, it means you still lack a deep bond of love with that house-
hold. In other words, because your love does not spread out in all 
directions you feel awkward and restrained. 

Then what is the highest and greatest value in an original fam-
ily? It is the original parent1. Why is the original parent good? 
Because the original parent is the subject of eternal love. The 
original parents are the ones who stand in closest to us in creating 
a relationship that lasts throughout our lives.

The first partner to whom we relate our joy after we are born 
is our original parent. Thus the original parent is both the subject 
and object of our joy.

The original parents are such that when we are happy, they 
are the first to be happy for us. When we are sad, they are the first 
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to shed tears of sorrow. Thus, children without parents are called 
orphans, and orphans are treated with pity.

Next, one’s beloved husband or wife is the second most valu-
able being in the family. Husband and wife must be a couple that 
can give and receive original love that is unconditional in nature.

Although this love may not have begun within the relationship 
of love that is absolute and eternal in nature as given by Heaven, 
if it becomes an original love created within the partner relation-
ship, based on the absolute bond between a couple, then that love 
will become the basis upon which to bring happiness and joy to 
the family.

But if this ideal, original relationship between husband and 
wife stops there, between the couple, it will not bring eternal hap-
piness and joy that holds absolute value. That is, this couple must 
have original children. If couples decide not to have children, say-
ing that they will live in happiness as a couple, you will see the 
result.

Mankind would die out before the second generation. Only 
when a couple receives the love that the original children return, 
can they rise up to the position of the original parents as true 
couples.

Therefore, the next most valuable and important thing is the 
love of the children toward the original parent. If the children can 
sacrifice and love the original parent with a bright and positive 
mind-set, while longing for the ideal environment in which their 

hopes–not despair–for the future can bud, that love can become 
original love as the pure and genuine value for the sake of the 
family’s happiness. In this way, an original family extending over 
three generations, completely endowed with the sacrificial, origi-
nal love of original parents toward their children, the true love 
between the original couple, and the true love of the original chil-
dren toward their parents will become the most ideal true family 
in the world.

What kind of person is called a happy person? In other words, 
what standard is used to measure happiness? Can a person be 
called happy due to the fact that he has external talent or author-
ity that no other person possesses? 

Can a person be happy just because he has tremendous wealth 
that draws the envy of all? Is happiness obtained by becoming a 
world-renowned scholar and rising to a position that everybody 
envies? That is absolutely not the case.

No external condition alone can guarantee a man’s happiness 
for eternity. It may be a reason for searching for happiness, but it 
cannot become happiness itself.

In the end, genuine happiness comes from a family that has 
loving parents, a couple bonded in true love and children that are 
devoted and faithful to their parents.

Family relationships as the basis of heaven
Dear guests, what kind of place is heaven? According to the 
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principle by which God created, heaven must first be perfected on 
earth. Man was created to live life in heaven on earth in his physi-
cal body and then to naturally discard his flesh and move onto 
heaven in the spiritual world where he can live for eternity. 

Then what would the kingdom of heaven on earth that we 
must build look like? The answer can be found close by. Our 
original family and heaven are similar in form.

In an original family there would be parents of the original 
standard who are a couple of the original standard and children 
of the original standard who are siblings of the original standard.

If that family unites while centering on true love, harmony and 
unity are automatically created. On that foundation, true love, 
true life and true lineage are connected, and the ideal purpose can 
also be made. The original grandparents should be able to convey 
the tradition of true love to the original parents. The original par-
ents must also be able to transfer the same life of true love to the 
original children in order to call that family a true, original family.

Original siblings should take after their grandparents and par-
ents by practicing a life of living for the sake of others and form-
ing original relationships of true love. When that happens, that 
family becomes a heavenly fam-
ily. If even one of these compo-
nents is missing, it is impossible 
to create an original family as a 
unit of heaven. 

Love for one’s parents 
should be greater than that 
between couples; love for one’s 
grandparents must be greater 
than that for one’s parents. 
Only then can the tradition of 
the values of true love be estab-
lished. The original family is the 
model of heaven.

Thus, the original parent 
is in the same position as an 
“owner” of a nation; original 
children are in the same posi-
tion as the people of that nation; 
creation is representative of the land of that nation.

Individual perfection can be achieved through mind-body unity
In this way, the starting point of heaven lies not in an indi-

vidual or nation but in a family. As when surrounded by the fam-
ily we love, heaven is a place where once inside you do not want 
to leave. It is a place where those who you would want to meet 
repeatedly–hundreds and thousands of times–live. Everybody 
would like to go there. 

Yet, that kind of heaven is not created in an instant. Just 
because the age has changed and heavenly fortune is with us does 
not mean that heaven will fall from the sky and appear before our 
eyes. We must first become people of character who can create 
a heavenly family. In other words, we must achieve individual 
perfection. 

The path of becoming a person of genuine character through 
individual perfection can be achieved by perfecting the harmony 
and unity that exists between one’s mind and body. 

Originally, unity was meant to exist between mind and body. 
Man was created to live without conflict or disharmony. The 
mind was created to live in perfect harmony with the body, which 
was to be an object partner in absolutely submission to the mind 
as its subject partner. However, the Fall of the first ancestors, 
Adam and Eve, meant that all mankind descends from the Fall, 
and everyone has inherited fallen nature. Mankind has lived in 
suffering because of the inevitable conflict between mind and 

body that resulted from the Fall.
No one in history has ever achieved mind—body unity. 

Despite the steady progress of God’s providence of restoration 
and His determination to save humanity, there has not been a 
single person who has achieved individual perfection and been 
liberated from the struggle between the mind and body.

Countless numbers of people have built tents deep in the 
mountains and spent their entire lives in prayer, engaged in a life-
or-death struggle through asceticism; yet not one person has ever 
been freed from that struggle. 

The reason is simple. Not a single person in history has known 
the method. Not a single enlightened person or philosopher 
has been able to stop the struggle between the mind and body. 
The answer could not be obtained just by disciplining oneself. 
All those efforts are worth nothing unless one understands the 
providence of Heaven, receives the calling, reaches the stage of 
completing the providence of restoration that God has guided for 
thousands of years and gains victory in a position publicly recog-
nized by heaven and earth.

Two thousand years ago, Jesus came to earth as the Savior, 
Messiah and True Parent in 
order to complete this mission. 

But even Jesus, who came 
as God’s begotten son in order 
to complete the providence of 
Heaven, in the end died on the 
cross due to the disbelief of the 
Jewish people and Israel. Even 
the teachings of Jesus, who 
with each opportunity would 
call on people to love their 
enemies, cannot bring an end 
to the struggle between our 
mind and body. 

But Heaven can wait no 
longer. Heaven is now reveal-
ing all its heavenly secrets 
based on Rev. Moon’s founda-
tion of victory. The truth about 

the absolute values of true love, which can create a revolution of 
character within humankind through the perfection of individu-
ality, and bring about the construction of the ideal of heaven on 
earth, is being revealed through Rev. Moon. He has successfully 
completed his mission as the Lord of the Second Advent, Savior 
and True Parent, and comes to bring the final stage of the provi-
dence of humankind’s salvation to its conclusion.

Dear guests, the only way to bring harmony and unity 
between mind and body is to live for the sake of others, to invest 
oneself with true love and forget that you have invested, and to 
live according to absolute values in order to perfect oneself as 
the owner of love in the subject position to an object partner who 
relates with absolute obedience. Without living according to abso-
lute values, where you discard self-centeredness, which can be 
said to be the root of fallen nature, and completely give yourself 
for the sake of others, that is, unless you maintain a life of interde-
pendence, mutual prosperity and universally shared values which 
is focused on the greater good, harmony and unity between the 
mind and body is impossible. 

In the end, unless individuals who have perfected this harmo-
ny and unity between the mind and body gather to form families 
that meet the original, true standard, the realization of the king-
dom of heaven on earth is impossible. 

Thus, all people must live their lives in absolute obedience to 
the voice of the conscience which precedes the principles of the 
three great subjects–the parent, teacher and owner, which is like 
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the root of our mind. You must listen to your conscience, which 
arises from the actions of your mind, and maintain a mind that 
knows how to modify its course at any time, anywhere, and is as 
clear as crystal. 

No matter how strong the desires of the body, if you can will-
fully place greater force behind your conscience in accordance 
with the teachings of the Principle, your body will end up follow-
ing your mind. If you cannot, you must strike your body through 
fasts and self-denial. If clear water continues to flow into a muddy 
pond, someday that pond will be clear again.

You must not let your mind grieve anymore. Disobeying the 
call of your conscience and bringing sorrow to your heart will 
result in bringing sorrow to not only your parents but also your 
teacher and even God.

You must spend more time in joy with your heart. Although in 
the eyes of the world, your position may seem lonely and dismal, 
you should create an unbreakable bond with your heart2 and try 
becoming your heart’s best friend. Within the harmony and unity 
of your heart and body, you will discover a world where all of 
heaven and earth will be spread out before your eyes. 

If you reach the state of mind—body unity, your conscience 
and physical body will resonate. Buddha’s saying, “I am my own 
lord throughout heaven and earth,”3 should be understood in 
light of this dimension of the world of mind. 

Ask your mind and it will tell you whether God is in your 
mind or not. You will reach that state where you can freely con-
verse in harmony with creation through your mind.

Furthermore, you will be able to freely commune with the 
spirit world, and be able to live an earthly life that thoroughly 
prepares you for eternal life.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, humanity will 
now witness a great revolution of true love that is taking place on 
the Korean peninsula. Humanity, which has struggled under the 
false love of Satan for thousands of years, will now hear a cry of 
joy upon establishing the absolute values of the true family and 
ridding this land of all sorts of false values. 

These two hands must come together in order to clap. Heaven 
has already opened the gates of the “era after the coming of heav-
en” on the foundation the victories of Rev. Moon, the True Parent. 
Our responsibility is to become the absolute object partner before 
Heaven, the subject partner, and open the way for the age of the 
creation of a new heaven and earth. 

From this land of Yeosu, the center of the Hanryo waterway4, 
marking this meaningful day on the third Ahn Shi Il on May 21 of 
the fourth year of Cheon Il Guk, the beacon of true love that will 
light up the “era after the coming of heaven” has been lit with the 
fifteen thousand people gathered here today. The four thousand 
small islands off the coast of the Korean peninsula will be devel-
oped. The land of Korea will be cultivated, and this will be trans-
formed into a new heaven and earth where all six billion people 
of the world will come on a pilgrimage to where True Parents 
reside. This will be recreated as an ideal garden, where the revo-
lution of indemnity, revolution of conscience and revolution of 
heart are completed, and where we can throw off the loathsome 
satanic fetters and sing songs of liberation and complete freedom. 

Let us all hold hands and let loose–with hope and joy–cheers 
of mansei toward the vast Pacific Ocean and the entire globe until 
our throats become sore. May God bless all your ideal families

Thank you.u

Endnotes
1 “Original” here means according to the original form and ideal.
2 Here the word used in Korean is ma-eum. In Divine Principle this is 
translated as “mind” but its use includes the notion of feelings and emo-
tion that we would often describe as “heart” in English.
3 In Exposition of the Divine Principle this is rendered “In heaven and on 
earth, I alone am the honored one.”
4 The Hanryo waterway extends from the edge of Hansan Island by the 
City of Tongyoung in South Gyeongsang Province to the coastline of the 
City of Yeosu in South Jeolla Province. One of Korea’s most beautiful 
regions, it was the first marine park to be designated as a national park.

The first of a series of seminars for Korean and Chinese woman leaders on building ideal 
families and world peace, hosted by the Interreligious and International Peace Council 
(IIPC) and the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (FFWPU) in Korea, 
took place at Yong Pyong Resort from May 24–27. Held under the theme, Rebuilding Family 
Ethics and a New Paradigm for Youth Character Education, some 120 distinguished guests 
from China (who included prominent leaders in organizations devoted to the family) and 
40 woman leaders from Korea together addressed issues of family ethics and problems of 
youth, and held in-depth discussions on possible solutions to these problems. On the final 
day, a sisterhood ceremony (see photo at left) and closing banquet was held at the Little 
Angels Performing Arts Center in Seoul.

 Seminars for Korean and Chinese Women



The speech on May 5 was mentioned in the previous issue; here we are 
offering a translation of one section in which Father speaks about the 
meaning of the declarations he is making. 

This is the Day of Attendance of Safe Settlement [Ahn Shi 
Il]. Change has come. This is the day when the era before 
heaven changes into the era after the coming of heaven. 
The Day of the Victory of the Number Ten [Shib Seung 

Il] is like this: all the days that have passed up to this April are in 
my left hand, and they join with the right hand [representing the 
days to come] to meet the new age. This signifies the victory of 
the number ten in heaven and earth, the combining of all things 
together.

Top-middle-bottom makes the number three. Then left-mid-
dle-right, front-middle-back; three times 
three is nine. Adding the Cosmic Parent, 
the Parents of Heaven and Earth, and the 
Parents of Heaven, Earth and Humankind 
makes it twelve. Making twelve through the 
numbers ten and two–making pairs (twos) 
out of all things–The Day of the Victory of 
the Number Ten and the Day of Attendance 
of Safe Settlement can be celebrated.

When everything stands on this founda-
tion, God’s fatherland and kingdom will 
emerge, and since all existing beings–all 
things created by God–are unified into 
God’s nation, the era before heaven and the 
era after the coming of heaven are different, aren’t they? You have 
to clearly understand that [the era] has changed.

On May 13 it will be forty months since the Coronation Cer-
emony for God’s Kingship. From 1, from 4 hours, from 4 days, 
from 4 months, 40 years, 400 years, and 4,000 years, all these 
numbers are connected. Thus, among all the numbers that Satan 
had been involved in, the first has been the worst and God has 
dealt with the second.1

Thus we did not go “first, second” but “second, first, third.” 
This must all be rectified to become the complete age of liberation. 
In the age of liberation we can fly; we fly towards God’s throne, 
and by flying we can connect directly to God’s throne. By bring-
ing together all of creation that was turned around due to the fall, 
the time, day, year, century, and eternity, all these can become 
victorious through the combination of the victorious numbers 
indemnified by God, the victory of the number ten. 

Thus the era after the coming of heaven can begin from the 
era before heaven. All things can now enter the age of liberation, 
the age of perfection. These things are therefore entering into the 
realm of God’s ownership. It is an important day.

Therefore, we are setting aside the Sabbath and ushering in 
the Day of Attendance of Safe Settlement. This is connected with 
the number eight. It becomes the number eight on the basis of the 
four position foundation. Three times eight is twenty-four (3 X 8 
=24); twice eight is sixteen. Today is the sixteenth day2. Since two 

weeks of eight days have gone by, everything is included. Since 
this position is one that can unify all numbers from one to ten as 
the heavenly number it becomes the Ssang Hab Shib Seung [vic-
tory of the number ten as a combination of two parts3] number. 
You must understand this meaning. I have established this day. 
Everything under the sun has been restored into the realm of 
God’s ownership.

In that sense today is a historical day as it is the first Ahn Shi 
Il, rather than the Lord’s day. Today we are also holding a fishing 
tournament. With the sea and land, all the villages participated 
in yesterday’s 44th wedding anniversary and I gave them all rice 
cakes. So when I go by the villages the people raise a clamor. 
Yeosu and Suncheon, which was the area of the communists, are 

now connected to the base of the beginning 
of God’s blessings through that 44th anni-
versary.

Some people from the villages offered 
[food] to the kitchen with all their sincerity... 
some came from North and South Jeolla 
Province and the citizens were mobilized 
based on their churches.

The victorious shib seung number [Father 
clasps his hands together] combines all the 
numbers of heaven and earth into a unified 
realm centering on South Korea, centering on 
the 10 million separated families–10 million 
correspond to the number ten–centering on 

the 70 million people of the entire nation. We have ten fingers do 
we not? The victory of the number ten comes forth with heaven 
and earth grasped firmly [in its hands]. Ssang Hab Shib Seung Il 
is to commemorate this victorious day. The meaning of this day 
is that everything will be changed beginning from the day desig-
nated as Ahn Shi Il.

You have to be able to explain. Thus this calligraphy is an 
important one, which marks this historical anniversary. You must 
all engrave this in your mind and become people that can stand 
on the foundation of Shib Seung Il. 

Your conscience and body must become one. You cannot lie. 
When you show courtesy to others, when you greet each other 
you must not start off with a joke. It is all right to joke center-
ing on heaven as a way of praising Heaven but you cannot joke 
in a way that pleases Satan. We have used bad language until 
now. Now we need to “curse” with words of love that can please 
Heaven–curses on the side of goodness. Everything must change 
to align with this standard of life. Do you understand? [Yes.]

On the 18th, the Holy Scripture of Heaven was chosen as the 
heavenly bible. The holy writings of heaven and earth set the 
standard and direction, indicating the path to take, and the con-
tents of the Holy Scripture of Heaven teach about the destination 
of the restored ideal realm and the realm of life centering on that 
path where the staring point and goal are in alignment. You must 
not deviate from this path....
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You who are on earth are the elder brothers to the spirit world. 
You have to live a life of consultation with your parents. As the 
elder brother [representing the parents], you must make others 
live the kind of life I have lived. The world of heaven must fol-
low the path taken by the parent and the path taken by the elder 
brother. Even Father’s children are trying to follow the path I 
have gone. Thus the next world, which stands as the younger 
brother, must become a model for the heavenly nation. Know that 
you are given that kind of responsibility where you must become 
an example as a child, and become an example in the place of 
God, who is in the position of the parent, so that the model stan-
dard combined from both worlds unfolds from yourself. This is 
serious. You cannot live your life recklessly. 

Then we who have participated here today with that determi-
nation must go straight up from the south. This area used to be 
the base of the communist party. Where? Yeosu and Suncheon 
were called Namrodang [the labor party in the south], was it not? 
What is the Namrodang? The communist party can be called Bukro-
dang [the labor party in the north], but Namrodang met its destruc-
tion at the hands of Bukrodang. The reason it was destroyed was 
because Kim Il-sung took action against those factions that were 
fighting amongst themselves. 

In the same way Satan has dragged this land into a struggle 
between the southern nation and northern nation, between Jeolla 
Province and Gyeongsang Province, and between the southern 
and northern areas. Now all of this has fallen apart. These strug-
gles will all disappear. Do you 
understand? [Yes.]

If we are to give the blessing 
equally to everyone, then it must 
be done forcefully at times. Why? 
Because families are a mess. Even 
if people don’t like the Unifica-
tion Church they have to model 
themselves on a good example 
and straighten out their family. 
So we have to graft them [to the 
blessing] no matter what it takes. 
You have to cut off the false olive 
tree and graft the bud of the true 
olive tree day and night without 
rest. By removing the shoot of the 
false olive tree from your clan and 
grafting the shoot of the true olive tree you can perfect the blood 
lineage. By removing the root you can straighten the tree that was 
planted the wrong way round. This you must do. 

Now we have hell in our midst. By turning this right side up 
it can be transformed into the world of heaven. It will become the 
ideal world of the realm of Ssang Hab Shib Seung. For Shib Seung 
there is individual Shib Seung and family Shib Seung. All of these 
are included here.

Know these things and please bear in mind how important 
this day is. Do you understand? [Yes!] Okay. [Rev. Kwak: Let us 
all together offer a bow to True Parents.] This is the first time, the 
first time for what pledge service? [For Ahn Shi Il.] For Ahn Shi Il. 

Recite the Family Pledge in a different way.... The Family 
Pledge of Cheon Seung [victory of heaven] is so important. I have 
brought this to a conclusion with the Family Pledge. Now with 
your pledge, the pledge in your everyday life, the realm of your 
life must include the universe. Will you fulfill that kind of respon-
sibility? [Yes.] Say it loudly. [Yes!] You will fulfill this will you 
not? [Yes!] God’s blessings will be with you. Proceed. [Reciting of 
Family Pledge. Representative Prayer by Rev. and Mrs. Kwak.]

Be seated. In terms of the vertical side of Ssang Hab Shib 
Seung Il, May 5 is Shib Seung Il. From the horizontal viewpoint, 

five plus five represents the past era the month of April and May 
plus the era after the coming of heaven, come together to make 
Shib Seung Il. That is why it is Ssang Hab [combining two togeth-
er] Shib Seung Il. Rev. Kwak, do you understand? [Yes.]

Thus when we observe history woven together with the his-
tory of restoration through indemnity, the development of culture 
and the beginning of civilization began in the tropical era and 
moved on to the cool era or the era of the autumn season and 
returned back to the frigid era. God could not enjoy spring. He 
lost the spring and summer seasons of the heavenly kingdom. He 
lost the subtropical zone. By digesting communism belonging to 
the frigid zone we finally could usher in spring centering on God. 
This was the first time in the history of God’s providence. It is the 
first time to see this day and go beyond it. 

From this we can see that heaven could finally begin from 
spring and move on to summer and fall... This should have cir-
culated from the civilization of the temperate zone to the civiliza-
tion of the tropical zone, to the civilization of the cool zone and 
the civilization of the frigid zone. But that was reversed. That 
which had gone in the opposite direction through the struggle of 
communism–from the tropical zone to the cool zone to the frigid 
zone–has come to this side and now entered the season of spring, 
being able to circulate from the temperate zone to the tropical 
zone to the cool zone and back to the frigid zone.

All those past days, all of history, has been like this. With two 
coming together in victory like my hands [Father claps his hands] 

I have established this day. The 
end of the age of indemnity, the 
end of the providential era, all 
things above and below–every-
thing has now established order 
and this ushers in the God-cen-
tered era for the peace kingdom 
of love, God’s fatherland and the 
era of the peace kingdom. Thus 
all things can now belong to that 
era, and the kingdom of heaven 
and earth, the liberated heaven, 
the heavenly kingdom of love, 
can now begin! Amen! [Amen!]

You have to know this. Shib 
Seung Il is May 5. With the month 
of April and May grasped in my 

left and right hands I will establish Shib Seung Il centering on 
God, kick away the “era before heaven,” welcome the world of 
the domain of the victory of love in the “era after the coming of 
heaven,” and return to the world of peace for all nations with the 
liberated God as owner! Amen! [Amen!]

Shib Seung Il is important. This is Shib Seung Il. Vertically it 
is May 5; horizontally God grasps the month of April and May 
in his left and right hand respectively and rotates back the right 
way that which rotated the wrong way from top-bottom and 
front-back. By doing so, God can return to the original world and 
commemorate the age of the attendance of safe settlement and 
the days of attendance. Amen! [Amen!]...[Material to be read in 
hoondokhae is decided: a section from Cheong Seong Gyeong]

We need love. After Shib Seung Il, love will replace absolute 
authority. Only love will be able to exercise universal presence, 
authority and power.u

Endnotes
1 Satan took the first son and God could work with the second 
2 Sixteen days since the declaration of the Day of Attendance of Safe 
Settlement [Ahn Shi Il] on True Parents’ Day, April 19, 2004
3 An unofficial translation to give the sense of Ssang Hab Ship Seung Il
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The beloved name, Israel! Since my 
visit to Israel, night after night, 
I have dreams about it. Before, 

Israel had been, to me, the homeland of 
Jesus and the Mecca of Christians. I had 
thought of it as a nation far, far away, a 
place I never thought I’d get a chance to 
visit. But with the Jerusalem Declaration 
of last May 18 and the coronation of Jesus 
Christ last December 22, and from listen-
ing to the explanations about the Israeli 
providence and our praying together and 
offering conditions, my impressions of 
Israel began to change, and I truly regret-
ted not having gone to Israel with the oth-
ers in December. I had to console myself 
with the thought that I would visit Israel 
the next chance I got, and surprisingly, 
such an opportunity presented itself soon 
after.

Last March 26, I came across a notice 
calling people to participate in task force 
activities in Israel. The first notice was 
rather short and did not offer much infor-
mation, except the fact that the service 
team would be in Israel for three months. 
After seeing it, I first encouraged a sec-
ond-generation church worker from the 
church that I attend to go. When, three 
days later, I saw another notice announc-
ing that the period of service had been 
shortened to one month, I felt a strong 
urging in my heart to go myself. From the 
realistic point of view, it was impossible; I 
have two daughters, aged four and seven, 
my mother-in-law had recently under-
gone hip-joint surgery and needed some-
one to look after her, and on top of that, 
I was in charge of many activities in the 
church. However, after considering and 
reconsidering for three days and nights, I 
left for Incheon Airport. I could hear my 
younger daughter behind me crying for 
her mama, and I wept on the bus, think-
ing that this is what it must have been 
like for my mother and the other mothers 
who left their children at home thirty-five 
years ago for the three-year witnessing 
mobilization. Recent news about Israel, 
such as the daily reports of terror and war 
and the critical situation Israel was in, 
made me realize that I was risking my life 
by going, and the tears would not stop.

I was rather nervous when we arrived 

in Israel. I had anticipated a wasteland, 
a desert, with lonely houses sitting here 
and there; however, Israel was a beauti-
ful place, filled with many flowers, such 
as forsythias and azaleas. It reminded me 
of a beautiful Korean spring, but when 
we came into Jerusalem, we saw many 
orthodox people walking around in black 
clothes and hats, which made us realize 
that we were, indeed, in Israel.

During the next three days, we visited 
the holy sites, including Bethlehem–now 
a part of the Palestinian territory–and 
the place where Jesus had been crucified. 
As we retraced Jesus’ footsteps, I offered 
many prayers of repentance and thanks. 
I had been serving True Parents with all 
of my heart, but that did not excuse the 

fact that I did not know about, and in part 
neglected, Jesus, the path he had trod and 
his grievous heart. I felt ashamed and 
sorry. However, as I offered the prayer, I 
could feel in my heart that True Parents 
knew and understood Jesus, and loved 
him, more than anyone else. I also offered 
thanks for allowing me this opportunity 
to experience that love as well.

After the pilgrimage to the holy sites, 
we attended a three-day workshop. 
Through the workshop, I learned that the 
Israeli providence, which was still in an 
Old Testament phase, needed speedily 
reach the Completed Testament phase 
and that our visit to Israel was very sig-
nificant in that respect. Moreover, since 
we had gone to Israel as the representa-
tive of True Mother, I realized that we 
should try to lay a foundation for us to 
received True Parents, who wanted so 
much to come to Israel. On the last day of 
the workshop, we learned that True Par-

ents had given instructions to the effect 
that a Women of Peace Event be held in 
late May. The news brought tears to my 
eyes, because it made me realize once 
again that True Parents had sent Korean, 
Japanese, and American women to Israel, 
not just on a pilgrimage, but with an 
important task–laying the groundwork 
for that special occasion.

Through the morning hoondokhae, I 
became aware that not only I, but every-
one from Korea,  had come to Israel pre-
pared to die for our mission. We also felt 
that a great will lay behind True Parents’ 
sending us there, so as we left for our 
mission places, where we would carry 
out fundraising activities, we only had 
gratitude and as a sense of grim resolu-
tion to fulfill our missions, which were 
quite different from the feelings we’d 
encountered when we had embarked on 
similar missions before.

  The first mission place assigned to 
me was Haifa, the biggest port city of 
Israel, which we had visited on our pil-
grimage. When I arrived at my lodgings 
there, I found that it was a very old apart-
ment with nothing in it. The city, where 
you could look down from a hilltop at 
houses standing close together and at the 
ocean further out, somehow brought to 
mind images of the area near the Rock of 
Tears, in Busan. Long ago, as I learned 
about True Parents’ courses and heard 
the testimonies of the senior members of 
the church, I had yearned for a chance to 
go back in time to when the church began 
and experience it all for myself. Being in a 
place quite like where the church began, 
it felt as if I had indeed come to Israel to 
experience the path trod by True Parents 
and the senior members.

In Israel, fundraising worked in this 
way: We divided up into teams of two, 
and went from door to door. Since we 
did not know the language, we showed 
those that answered the door the official 
introduction brochure to the activities 
of WFWP and asked for donations. We 
learned greetings in Hebrew and Arabic; 
and after greeting them, we conversed 
with them through our hearts with smiles 
on our faces. Occasionally we met people 
who spoke English, and they taught us 
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many things about Israel and Palestine. 
In particular, when we visited the Arab 
area, we were received very warmly. 
Later, we found out that the warm wel-
come stemmed from the teachings of the 
Koran. Whether they were rich or poor, 
everyone in the region invited us into 
their homes, served us tea and something 
to eat and tried to have us take something 
from them when we left. Such generosity 
reminded us of Korea in the 1960s, when, 
unlike the present, people were still gen-
tle and affectionate.

After completing the twenty-one days 
of fundraising in Haifa, the forty or so 
members of the task force, who had been 
dispersed to three locations, got together 
once again in Jerusalem, where we 
embarked in earnest on the public rela-
tions activities and signature campaign 
for the “Women for Peace” event, to be 
held on May 27. The members of the task 
force ranged in age from eighteen- and 
nineteen-year-old members of the second 
generation from the U.S., who had joined 
STF after graduating from high school, to 
senior, 430-couple members in their 60s. 
There were also ambassadors for peace. 
They were from Korea, Japan and Amer-
ica. They came from different cultures 
and spoke different languages. It was all 
rather uncomfortable at first for so many 
people to live and work at close quarters 
and the communication problem was also 
something that could not be ignored. 

However, as the days went by, we 
grew to love each other more and more. 
I was the team leader of a team of sec-
ond-generation members and worked 
together with members of the 
second generation from 
both Korea and the United 
States.

Everyone, as members 
of the task force, likely to 
be the first, as well as the 
last, of its kind, worked hard 
to fulfill the missions bestowed 
on them by True Parents. Every day, we 
fought the stifling heat and struggled 
to overcome the limits of our physical 
selves. Every morning, each team went to 
their respective mission places and visited 
the homes and offices of the Jews and 
the Arabs in their separated living areas. 
Every day, we met people, informed 
them about the rally  and had them sign 
up as participants of the rally. In addition, 
according to what Father had said, that 
we should “visit each and every house in 
Israel and the Arab regions and console 
and bring relief to the individuals and 
families who had been victimized and 

wounded by war and terrorism,” we not 
only met people, we conversed with them 
as well. We listened to their sad stories, 
and held their hands or embraced them 
or cried with them; since we did not 
speak their language, we sang or danced 
with them in order that they might feel 
better.

When you visit people’s homes from 
early morning to evening, you come 
across many different types–ranging from 
current or former ambassadors or mem-
bers of embassy staff, high government 
officials, lawyers, doctors or professors 
who have visited many different places in 
the world, have a lot of experience, and 
enjoy prosperity to a certain extent, to 
grandfathers and grandmothers who live 
alone, though they are too old to care for 
themselves, single mothers who 
lived rather rebelliously in 
their teenage years, but who 
are now trying to live for 
their children, and Ethio-
pian Jews and their fami-
lies who had immigrated 
to Israel.

Among the people we 
met, some looked at us 
from a positive point of 
view–a group of foreigners 
who had come to Israel to 

work for peace–and opened 
up their hearts to us. Oth-

ers claimed that the Palestinians 
would never change, that the Palestinians 
did not want peace; these people used 
many unpleasant words to express their 
opinions. There were some who shouted 
“No peace!” to our faces out of anger and 
told us that there was no hope for peace.

On the other hand, when we visited 
the Arab areas, we heard from the resi-
dents how the Jews, who had invaded the 
land that they had inherited from their 
ancestors, acted as if they had the vested 
rights to live there, while the Arabs, the 
real owners of the land, did not have 
enough to survive from day to day. Some 
Arabs also shouted “No peace!” to our 

faces.
I remember one family that I met 

during the signature campaign. The hus-
band was from Bethlehem, the wife from 
Jerusalem, and they had three children. 
They had married ten years ago, when 
people could travel to Bethlehem freely. 
However, Bethlehem had become a part 
of the Palestinian area, so the man had 
become a Palestinian, with a different 
passport as well. So at present, he needs 
a visa that has to be renewed every six 
months in order to be able to live with 
his family. As the situation in Israel got 
worse and worse, they were worried that 
if he were unable to get his visa renewed, 
they would be separated forever, like the 
families in North and South Korea. As I 
listened to their story, my heart bled for 

them; it hurt all the more because 
there was nothing I could do 

for them except to pray for 
the day of peace on earth.

Among the people we 
met, there were some who 

longed for peace, despite 
the sacrifices and the losses 

they had suffered owing to 
the enmity between the two sides, 

people who wanted to overcome the 
hatred and abhorrence the Israelites and 
the Palestinians felt toward each other. 
One of the great missions given to our 
task force was to find such a person who 
could give a speech on overcoming the 
enmity between the two sides, but it was 
easier said than done. Even if there were 
a woman who had overcome the sorrows 
caused by terrorism and war through 
love and forgiveness, at a time like the 
present–when holding a rally with Jews 
and Arabs together was dangerous and 
difficult enough–it would be even more 
dangerous for a woman to stand at the 
podium and express her views. I will 
never forget to my dying day how much 
we struggled to find a speaker for the 
speech to be given at the rally at 2:30 pm; 
we tried to find her with the heart of par-
ents searching for a long lost daughter.

I met a Jewish family in which the 
father had been shot four times in the 
legs during a terrorist attack on a bus and 
hence became crippled.  At the time of the 
attack, the wife had been four months’ 
pregnant. She almost lost the baby when 
she’d heard the news of her husband, but 
she was resolute about keeping her fam-
ily together, and so the baby had been 
born healthy. In most cases, the victims 
of terrorist attacks and their families suf-
fer from mental trauma and economic 
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Hod Ben-Zvi spent has many years praying 
and working for peace in his country, with 
only a small group of members. Since last 
year, our movement has devoted considerable 
resources to the Middle East Peace Initiative. 
Many are going there, seeking to be channels 
of God’s peace. We asked Hod if he would say 
something from his unique perspective as a 
native of Israel in a coordinating role.

We were searching deeply 
through our prayer and in 
Father’s words. Father said 

that we should go from door to door and 
visit the bereaved families and console 
their hearts–and by doing so, the violence 
will stop. This was an amazing revelation 
through Father’s words, because no one 
knows how to stop the violence. Father’s 
guidance to us was to resolve the resent-
ment in the people. When resentment is 
gone, you don’t want to retali-
ate. If you don’t retaliate then 
you will not invite further repri-
sal. Father emphasized going 
door to door–heart to heart, 
family to family, people to peo-
ple, having direct contact. That 
led us to the revelation about 
how we had to guide our task 
force. This group was made up 
of sisters–that is, mothers. We 
called all of our sisters mothers–
”future mothers” for the young 
ones not yet blessed! 

They went out knocking on 
the doors, not knowing if they 
would meet Jewish families or 
Arab families. Although some-
times they knew because of the 
area, sometimes they didn’t. These were 
very innocent and pure hearted sisters. 
They invited people for the peace rally, 
but as soon as people heard the word 
peace they became immediately agitated: 
“Peace? What kind of peace are you talk-
ing about?” When they met bereaved 
families: “How can you talk about peace 
when we have lost our son/husband/
daughter/father?” Then they would just 
be very quiet and listen to the family’s 
story. Often they would just end up in 
tears. They cried the same for a bereaved 
Jewish Family as for a bereaved Palestin-
ian family; for them it was the same, a 

mother losing her loved one. Then those 
same people who had at first been hostile 
or unkind to the sisters would start cry-
ing themselves, and would say, “Maybe 
there is hope for peace because of you.” 
Everyday, sisters would return to the 
center torn up inside by the stories they 
had heard. They would come back cry-
ing. They had so many heart-breaking 
experiences that they sometimes couldn’t 
continue. Then they would pray for 
hours and try to console God, and gain 
the strength to go out again the next day. 
That’s what they did for forty days, this 
group of about fifty sisters–Korean, Japa-
nese, American and Israeli. It is amazing, 
the story of this task force, whose mem-
bers went through so many experiences-
being persecuted by ultra-Orthodox Jews, 
being suspected of being Christian mis-

sionaries, because there are not too many 
foreigners going around, being stoned, 
chased after, and so forth.

But there were funny stories too. One 
sister who had a very small command of 
English said to a lady at the door, “You 
have a beautiful chicken.” She wanted to 
compliment the lady on her kitchen, but 
she mixed up the words. The lady dashed 
into the kitchen, brought out a big chick-
en and sat them down to eat it.

The Japanese sisters were generally 
younger than the Koreans, but they had 
been, in many cases, in Israel longer; 
so they were the senior sisters in that 

respect. This was difficult for the Korean 
sisters at first, but suddenly they real-
ized that God was pouring out His heart 
whenever they worked together in cou-
ples. So they realized that when Korean 
and Japanese went out together, God 
was always pouring out His heart. They 
believed this so deeply that they would 
not go out except in these mixed pairs. ...

There was one quite senior lady peace 
ambassador. When she came, she brought 
her bathing suit–she thought she was 
going to the Dead Sea and sightseeing. 
Then she heard the sisters praying, and 
they were praying, “We are ready to die 
to save this nation.” And she said, “I’m 
not ready to die! I’m going back home–I 
have a husband and children!” Then the 
sisters kept praying into the night, and 
the peace ambassador really felt moved 

and decided to stay. And she 
was one of the most active and 
she did everything–sleeping on 
the floor, eating together with 
everyone. She is from a wealthy 
family, but she just went the 
same course as everyone else, 
really challenging herself.

During these weeks I didn’t 
have so much activity time, 
because I was overloaded with 
logistics. But I was called to one 
bereaved family that had been 
met by a Japanese sister whose 
language limitations meant she 
could not understand the full 
story. It is amazing that a Japa-
nese sister who didn’t speak the 
language could open the door 

and then, based on her foundation, I 
could come in, listen to their story and 
console them. Interestingly, the sisters–
Korean and Japanese–who did best were 
the sisters who did not have a common 
language with the people. They were, 
even so, able to touch their hearts in ways 
that no one else could.

If, as a result of being comforted, peo-
ple do not seek revenge–and I believe this 
is the important point–when this work 
expands and the atmosphere changes 
from one of revenge to one of reconcili-
ation, a new leader will appear to guide 
Israel and a new leader will also appear 
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to guide Palestine. The reason the present 
leaders are caught up in the vicious cycle 
of war is that they are serving people 
who entertain certain feelings. They are 
a reflection of these. So we cannot just 
blame the leaders as many people do. 
We have to create; we have to change the 
society through grassroots work–because 
leaders want to please the people who 
elected them. So if people have feelings 
of reconciliation and peace, new leaders 
will appear. Maybe God is already pre-
paring them. But we have to do the right 
groundwork in order for them to take 
their positions.

TW: Can people coming from outside 
the situation really help?

Yes, they can. This is the only way. When 
there is a fire, you need a firefighter to 
come from outside. When there is sick-
ness you need a doctor from the outside, 
but they need to do the right thing. Some-
times people coming from the outside 
give us advice such as, “You shouldn’t 
fight”–Well, we know that!–or “Why 
don’t you love each other?” 

We have had experience in our move-
ment of doing 
reconciliation work 
between countries 
who have been 
enemies in the 
past. With former 
enemy countries, 
sometimes a bridge 
ceremony can ignite 
a spark of reconcili-
ation. Here we are 
dealing not with 
former enemies but 
with present enemies who are in a bitter, 
vicious fight with each other. That’s why 
it is not yet time to hug each other, but 
time to disengage from the violent acts 
and come to grips with God’s view of 
reconciliation. Only then can we embrace 
each other. So without this prerequisite of 
resolving the resentment, we cannot jump 
into the embracing stage. There is still 
too much blood being spilled. This is my 
understanding. 

However, there are different views 
in our movement–for some the bridge 
ceremony was the most important thing, 
because that was the best experience they 
had. But we felt it is necessary to go a 
step deeper, bringing reconciliation on 
each side before bringing them on stage. 
Why? Because bringing them on stage 
may produce a bubble, a feeling of rec-
onciliation, but in fact it’s one moment 

of hope and then it’s gone. People say, 
“Well, that was a nice event,” but the 
daily reality is different.

We want to create the basis for change, 
which requires going to people, visit-
ing them and revisiting them again and 
again and again, until real change hap-
pens. No one is ready to do this work. 
The UN will never do this work. Europe, 
America can never do 
this work. No one can 
do this work except 
our movement with 
its dedicated members 
and peace ambassa-
dors created by True 
Parents. The ambas-
sadors for peace are 
a reflection of True 

Parents’ vision. They 
are qualified–they are equipped with 
the heavenly viewpoint, the ideals True 
Parents have instilled into them. They are 
then well qualified to go and do this work 
of reconciliation. 

So, we say we don’t want people so 
much to preach as to teach by their exam-
ple of service and love, and that’s why 
Father even mentioned to the clergymen 
that they should go door to door. 

It’s something we have to explore. 
If ministers were to visit families, they 
would have a tremendous impact. Some 
have already done that; we had an Amer-
ican minister who stayed in Nazareth and 
he went door to door with the members, 
fundraising and doing everything the 
same–from hoondokhae in the morning 
till midnight prayer. 

 So I hope that we can continue this 
avenue of work. To really make the name 

of True Parents known, more than pro-
claiming it, we have to show the example. 
“Where are those nice ladies who came 
to visit really coming from?” When they 
find out that they come from True Par-
ents, they can really appreciate Father. 
Otherwise we can receive complaints 
that although we may say we want to 
work for peace, we are really only want-

ing to promote our 
church work. That’s 
not true–Father is 
certainly not doing 
this to expand the 
membership. If you 
want to gain mem-
bers, you would go 
to another country, 
and with a tenth of 
the investment you 

would gain many members if that were 
your goal. Israel may be the wrong place 
to go to if you want to expand our mem-
bership. You may only find trouble....

Father purely wants to save the people 
of Israel and Palestine. They are, to 
Father, one and the same. Absolutely no 
one has the determination to bring peace 
in the Middle East that Father has. Many 
people have ideas, peace initiatives, peace 
programs, but no one has said, as Father 
has, that he will not stop until the only 
bangs and explosions heard are the fire-
works to celebrate peace. No one has that 
kind of determination. There are many 
who love peace, many great leaders but 
none who have that absolute commitment 
to bring peace–and to see that from the 
larger perspective, too, of bringing peace 
to the Korean peninsula, for example, and 
to the entire world. This is like a step on 
the way.

I want to say that there isn’t a move-
ment anywhere like the ambassadors 
for peace promoting peace. Through our 
work, Father becomes the real Messiah. 
I think that the real work, the messianic 
work, is we ourselves becoming a reflec-
tion of the Messiah. If some of us may 
have the role to proclaim, some must 
have the role to embody True Parents’ 
vision. I think the greatness of True 
Parents is that they are not only the Mes-
siah but messiah-makers. If they are the 
Messiah themselves, that is great, but 
it’s not enough: if they can make us into 
messiahs, that is incredible. Just as God 
created us in His image, True Parents are 
recreating us in their image. That is the 
best testimony to True Parents.u

Hod Ben-Zvi and his wife were blessed in 
1982
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Above: Meeting 
a former Israeli 
ambassador while 
going door to door;
Left, WFWP president 
Mrs. Moon Lan-young 
(visiting with other 
sisters) offers a gift 
and a donation to a 
school for both Arab 
and Jewish children 

Everyday, sisters would 
return to the center torn 
up inside by the stories 
they had heard. They 

would come back crying. 



Hildegarde Piepenburg recently led a contin-
gent of sisters from Europe to Israel to prepare 
for and hold different events and activities 
geared to supporting the Middle East Peace 
Initiative. Hildegarde and her husband 
Fritz lived and worked as representatives of 
FFWPU in Yemen for many years. They cur-
rently reside in Germany. The following is 
excerpted from her testimony.

Women are mothers who give life 
and feel the utmost pain when 
witnessing division, resentful-

ness, hatred and bloodshed among their 
children. We came here to take the moth-
er’s position and feel the mother’s heart 
towards the people of this land, comfort-
ing those who had painful experiences 
by listening to and understanding them, 
embracing them with love and shedding 
tears with them. In this way, reconcilia-
tion can take place. 

It was explained that there are two 
root causes for the conflict in the Middle 
East: One is the rejection of Jesus by the 
Jews, which had been indemnified by 
Jewish people offering a crown to Jesus at 
the December 22, 2003 rally. The second 
cause is rejection by Sarah, Abraham’s 

wife, of Hagar, Abraham’s concubine and 
Ishmael’s mother, which should be over-
come through our Women of Peace dur-
ing this sixth pilgrimage. Thus, the inter-
nal foundation for the reconciliation of 
the two brothers Isaac and Ishmael, sons 
of Abraham and forefathers of the Jewish 
and Arab peoples, would be laid.

During two days of outreach prior 
to our May 27 rally, we came into direct 
contact with the native people as we 
asked for signatures of support, in both 
Jewish and Arab areas, on the street and 
by going from house to house. Sisters 
from the U.S. and Korea and sisters from 
Japan and Europe formed pairs or trini-

ties and our guest ambassadors for peace 
joined in the outreach activities.

All had extraordinary and memo-
rable experiences. Some even succeeded 
in finding a sister to participate in the 
sisterhood ceremony–quite a few guests 
attended that special occasion, and need-
less to say, the three Israeli-Palestinian 
sister pairs received standing ovations 
and tears were wiped from many eyes 
watching them. 

By meeting people face to face, we 
were able to listen to various standpoints 
from both sides of the conflict. We were 
not here to take sides, and our ambition 
was not to look for political solutions. 
We were to convey a feeling of hope 
where there was despair and offer moth-
erly compassion and support in a situa-
tion that to many looks like an unending 

chain of strife and division. This remind-
ed European sisters of how in 1987, under 
severe persecution by leftist groups, we 
gathered at the Berlin Wall and held 
a demonstration that was no doubt a 
decisive internal condition for the actual 
crumbling of the Wall just two years later. 
One Jewish woman on the street told me, 
“Peace can only come when the Messiah 
is here. Do you think the Messiah has 
come?” “Yes,” I said without hesitation, 
“Yes, the Messiah has come now; so 
peace will surely come!”

The Day of the Peace Rally
We assembled in four groups for our 

peace walk, first the Korean and the 
Japanese groups in their national dress, 
waving flags and singing a national song, 
then the American and the European 
groups chanting “peace, shalom, salaam 
alaikum” and singing “You are My Sun-
shine.” We walked slowly, in a medita-
tive and serene mood, because there had 
been bombings before in that area. People 
looked at us with interest, some broadly 
smiling with open hearts and appreciative 
expressions on their faces. After walk-

ing for about thirty to forty minutes, we 
reached Independence Park and our rally 
site, which was fenced in and protected 
by the police. The preliminary program 
was in full swing for the guests that were 
already sitting on the lawn.

On stage were beautiful musical per-
formances to which many of the audi-
ence rose to dance and some formed 
circles for group dancing. It was a fes-
tive atmosphere and many sisters were 
busy looking for their guests or getting 
acquainted with some of the Arab women 
wearing scarves. The size of the crowd 
was estimated at 3,000. Our woman lead-
ers then explained the purpose of our 
gathering and appealed to all women 
to search for peace as mothers, sisters, 
wives and daughters, sharing a common 
heart. There was translation into English, 
Hebrew and Arabic, requiring some 
degree of patience everyone’s part. Dur-
ing the second round of talks, representa-
tive Jewish and Arabic women spoke of 
their experiences of suffering from vio-
lence and overcoming these tragic events 
by forgiveness and reconciliation. Mem-
bers of our task force also shared some 
experiences and finally women from 
different racial and religious backgrounds 
went on stage in pairs to read a promise 
(which was also read by the audience) 
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Top right, One of many sisters who 
visited a hospital to offer support, 
which included comforting both 
Muslim and Jewish patients; above, 
Representatives of different nations 
embrace at the May 27 rally in 
Independence Park, Jerusalem; left, 
the rally in progress

A Mother’s Heart for Peace
Middle East Peace Initiative

Hildegarde Piepenburg
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and then to embrace as sisters.
My Promise
1. I welcome you as my sister to bring true 
peace together through the logic of love.
2. I promise to leave behind my prejudices 
and look at you with new eyes and an 
open heart.
3. I promise to care for you and your fam-
ily with a true mother’s heart of compas-
sion to reconcile all our differences.
4. I promise I will respect and honor you 
and your faith.

With rhythmic music, the rally con-
cluded successfully just before 7 pm, but 
many people danced and lingered on, 
consumed in conversations with guests 
well after that time. Even though there 
had been some disturbances due to a 
small demonstration against us at the 
back of the park, our event must surely 
be called a success. The number of guests 
may have been smaller than expected, 
but those with earnest hearts listened 
attentively to our message. Even though 
the Jerusalem Post published an article dis-
crediting the rally the next day, we our-
selves are sure that we did the right thing 

for God and the people of the region 
at the right time in history. Our True 
Parents are guiding the providence and 
know precisely what kinds of condition 
have to be fulfilled at a certain time. They 
follow Heaven’s timetable and set the 
internal circumstances straight for exter-
nal changes to happen. The general public 
never understands such matters. Yet in 
silence, the hearts of many people we 
met–and our own hearts–were touched 
by the love and the special care of God 
throughout this week of the pilgrimage, 
which emphasized the special part in the 
Middle East peace process that women 
are to accomplish. Our many tears testi-
fied to this.

Many people worked hard and sacri-
ficed a lot for all of this to happen. The 
Israeli family has just three native blessed 
couples as core members. Rev. and Mrs. 
Abe and some Japanese and Korean mis-
sionaries have been staying and work-
ing in Israel for a long time. There were 
special task force members who came 
a number of weeks prior to the rally to 
visit people’s homes and do public rela-
tions work, healing the hearts of bereaved 
families. 

We may not be aware of how much 
support and protection we received 
from God, our True Parents and the 
spirit world and how much their eyes 
were upon us during this historic event. 
Still, we could certainly feel that we as 
sisters were united in heart and love, 
with no barriers between us. This itself 
is ample proof that strife and hatred can 
and will be melted away when people 
embrace the divine truth, allow God in 
their hearts and (in Rev. Jenkins’ words) 
“step through the gate of history onto the 
stage” to make a difference!u

difficulties, and often divorce follows, 
yet their family was very close-knit. The 
couple told me they prayed for peace 
each day. However, though three years 
had passed since the day of the attack, 
the husband still suffered psychological 
aftereffects. The mere sound of a popping 
balloon or something similar frightens 
him and gives him nightmares. 

When I first visited their home with 
the Japanese and Israeli sisters, we lis-
tened to the story of how difficult it had 
been and sympathized with the wife. As 
the wife told us the story, the husband, 
who was the direct victim of the terror-
ist attack, sat with a grim face next to 
us. However, he seemed to thaw out 
when we sang a Japanese song, Furu-
sato (“hometown”), and Holo Arirang 
to console him; and when we sang Our 
Cherished Hope (Tongil) in unison, he wept 
with us and opened up his heart to us. 

We visited their home several times, 
and I asked her to deliver a speech. Before 
we left Israel, we visited their home for 
the last time, embraced each other and 
shed tears of sorrow. We promised that 
we would remain close friends forever.

The International Peace Day event of 
May 27 included a women’s peace march 
and rally. The participants felt great hope 
for peace when they saw the Israelis 
waving to the WFWP members, some of 
whom were dressed in traditional clothes, 

marching and chanting “Peace.” 
At the rally, several speakers gave 

testimonies and delivered speeches. The 
most impressive of them all was a testi-
mony given by a Jewish mother whose 
daughter had been involved in a terrorist 
attack of a bus. The daughter was severe-
ly wounded; she had had to stay in a hos-
pital for a long time. She was crippled for 
life, but the mother did not give up hope. 
She prayed and prayed for her daughter, 
who recovered and got married. At the 
wedding, the bride could once again do 
something she loved to do–she got up 
and danced. The mother, as she watched 
her daughter dance, cried out, “This is 
indeed a miracle!” and offered thanks to 
God. A member of the task force, Mrs. 
Cho Seong-hee, of the 1800 couples, also 
gave testimony, and as we listened to her 
speak, we were reminded of the hard-
ships we had faced in our activities, and 
we shed tears together.

After the rally was over, the members 
of WFWP, who had come from Korea, 
Japan, America and Europe, danced 
together with the Arabs and Jews who 
had lingered on because they would have 
felt too sorry if they’d left. We danced 
together, hand in hand, in a circle, quite 
like the traditional Korean dance, Gang-
gangsulae. It was a very moving moment. 

At that moment, everyone present was 
united as one, and Arabs and the Jews, 
who often cannot stand being in the same 

place with each other, found themselves 
dancing hand in hand in a circle. With 
the dance, we were able to confirm once 
again that we were all children of God, 
that we were all part of a big family, that 
we were, truly, brothers and sisters.

The situation in Israel and the Arab 
area can be described as being the very 
worst in history. Since I’ve been there, 
and experienced what it is like, I cannot 
dismiss it as being somebody else’s busi-
ness. In particular, as a Korean, whose 
own homeland has suffered under Japa-
nese colonial rule and been divided into 
North and South, I felt the pain of the 
Jews and the Arabs more keenly. 

It is the land of God’s 6,000-year-old 
grief, the land of Jesus and the 2,000 years 
he has suffered, and the so-called Holy 
Land of God, where blood is still being 
shed in a seemingly unending war! Until 
that land can be reestablished as a true 
holy land, we should not stop praying 
for it. I remember each and every person 
I met as we went from door to door, and 
the strong bond that formed between us 
even though the conversations were short 
and restricted. That is why I miss Israel 
and visit there night after night in my 
dreams.u

Oh Soon-seok is from the 300-couple second 
generation blessing and teaches Sunday school 
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From March 30 to the end of May, Daemo nim visited Japan’s sixteen 
regions and held Wish Prayer Gatherings. These were special holy song 
sessions where in addition to the spiritual liberation, participants could 
offer special wishes for improvement in health and in relationships, for 
themselves and for loved ones. To those Wish Prayer Gatherings, 120 
billion absolute, good spirits–those who have themselves benefited from 
being liberated at Cheongpyeong–were mobilized to open the way for 
blessings to flow to those on earth. 

Thousands gathering in locations throughout Japan intent on heal-
ing, restoration and renewal. Following the tour of Japan, the Special 
Works for the Inheritance of Heavenly Fortune and the Fulfillment 
of Wishes was held at Cheongpyeong from June 2—6 at which some 
14,000 participated, offering their wish-prayers to Heaven through the 
holy fire (pictured). Heavenly Father granted the additional special bless-
ing of the 120 billion absolute, good spirits, who had worked so hard in 
Japan, having the record of the sins committed during their earthly lives 
expunged. 

A significant number of miraculous happenings connected with each 
Wish Prayer Gathering leads us to understand that as the spiritual 
benefits of the Cheongpyeong providence accumulate, new levels of lib-
eration and renewal–both for those in the spirit world and on earth–are 
being achieved.

From Daemo nim’s speech on May 20, 2004, dur-
ing the 653rd Cheongpyeong 2-day workshop:                                                                                           

                                                                                  

Those ancestors who received the blessing have become 
absolute, good ancestors. I always give an example with 
this glass; those ancestors who were blessed are now like 

this glass–transparent and beautiful. Unfortunately, their earthly 
deeds are all recorded. Their good deeds and mistakes are on 
record–fighting between couples, lewdness, a fallen lifestyle and 
abuse of public money.

When our absolute, good ancestors would first try to bring the 
spirits in our body out, they would approach those spirits saying, 
“Look at me, I’ve become an absolute, good spirit. I’m happy and 

joyful; you should come out and become like me.” They would 
say this in a dignified manner, but those spirits in our bodies 
would retort saying, “Hey, although you became an absolute, 
good spirit, look at your past life. Look at the way you lived in 
the past.” They would look at the record of their past deeds and 
accuse the absolute, good spirits. So the absolute, good spirit, who 
had come to separate these spirits from us, would slow down and 
step back. Even though they had become absolute, good spirits, it 
hurts their hearts and they are ashamed of themselves when they 
see the way they lived on earth and in spirit world. 

When I saw such things I was concerned; I wondered, “Can I 
erase the earthly records of the absolute, good spirits–make what 
is good even better, improve what is just average and completely 
erase the traces of their mistakes?” I pondered over this problem 
and offered many conditions.

Many times I set up conditions and tried to approach this 
problem, but I could not find any condition to erase their records. 
This time, though, for the witnessing providence in Japan, the 
absolute, good spirits achieved many spiritual miracles by giving 
of themselves 100 percent. The 120 billion absolute, good spirits 
performed amazing deeds through the Special Wish Prayer Gath-
erings in Japan. To thank these spirits and bestow grace upon 
them for their hard work, I will erase their past mistakes during 
the June 2-6 Special Works for the Inheritance of Heavenly For-
tune and the Fulfillment of Wishes.

From Daemo nim’s speech on June 3, 2004, dur-
ing the special workshop and wish prayer gathering:                                                                                          
                                                                                    

I never expected that God and True Parents would allow this to 
happen in the Cheongpyeong providence. We must be grate-
ful to be able to receive this tremendous gift during this time, 

that was made possible by the absolute, good spirits completing 
their responsibility. Now our lives must change. Our devotion 
must be in complete oneness with the grace from God and True 
Parents. I hope that by solving all your difficult problems you 
may all become families that can live in joy and happiness.u
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From a member in East Hokkaido Region:

I am grateful to True Parents, Heung-jin nim and 
Dae-mo nim and for the amazing deeds of the 120 
billion absolute, good spirits and the grace of the 

Special Wish Prayer Gatherings. I was blessed in 
the 30,000 couple blessing and currently serve as a 
zone leader in Japan.

In the past, my father had told me that we were 
no longer father and daughter. It has been tremen-
dously difficult for me to discuss matters with my 
father. Still, I told myself that it would be different 
this time, armed as I was with a Wish Prayer Paper  
and with the absolute, good spirits behind me. So I 
wrote my father’s name on the Wish Prayer Paper and 
asked my husband to pray with me for my father. 

Remarkable things occurred after that. I called my father and 
talked with him for an hour. I asked a difficult favor of him and 
he accepted it; before he would just hang up on me if I asked a 
favor of him. A miracle had occurred. 

I told my husband about this amazing event, and he told me 
about a strange experience he had had:  

Seeing how serious I was, my husband had agreed to pray 
with me, yet he was skeptical about this providence for the 120 
billion absolute, good spirits, thinking that things we’d heard 
were exaggerated. He told me that he hadn’t believed in the 
works of the absolute, good spirits; but when he prayed, he saw 
the absolute, good spirits going to my father at an unbelievable 
speed. He saw tens of thousands of absolute, good spirits as 
blinding light gather around himself and then streaking towards 
my father’s house in three groups at a tremendous speed, leaving 
behind a belt of light. He saw them arrive at my father’s house in 
an instant. He said that he 
could sense that the spirits 
were working on my father; 
he was deeply moved by 
that.

He saw the first group 
of absolute, good spirits go 
into my father’s eyes, ears 
and mouth. They did this in 
order to prevent him from 
seeing unpleasant things. 
They entered into each and 
every cell, pushing out the 
spirits with enmity that 
were in his body in the form 
of black spots. 

Then he saw the second 
group of absolute, good 
spirits go into my father’s 
head, changing his mind-set 
so that he can think the right 

way. My husband saw the last group of absolute, good spirits 
enter my father’s heart. He saw them working on my father’s 
heart, in order to help him have good thoughts. My husband told 
me that it was like watching a movie.

He also told me that he found himself rooting for the absolute, 
good spirits with clenched fists. He said that this miracle occurred 
at a tremendous speed for five minutes. My husband said that 
he clearly saw my father’s heart being transformed. Seeing these 
great miracles of the myriad of absolute, good spirits, my hus-
band told me that he finally realized why we needed the 120 bil-
lion absolute, good spirits, and commented on how many of these 
spirits were needed to transform one person.u

 
From a member in Saitama Prefecture:

My brother is a long-time believer in the 
Risho Kosekai faith. I called him at home 
to ask him to participate in the Special 

Wish Prayer Gathering. His wife answered the 
phone and strongly rejected what I had to say, say-
ing that she wanted nothing to do with anything 
related to our church. My brother was not there 
that day, but a couple of days later he called me. 
I told him that our church was holding this wish 

prayer gathering and asked him to come. Without 
hesitation he told me he would. My brother got a 

two-day leave of absence a day before the Special Wish 
Prayer Gathering. He stayed at our home for one night.

Since it had been three or four years since I’d last saw my 
brother, I didn’t have a clue as to the details of his family or their 
health. My brother limped from a having injured his left leg in an 
accident. He had no feeling in any of the toes of his left foot; he 
told me that he was taking painkillers. I explained about the Spe-
cial Wish Prayer Gatherings in detail and told him to write on a 
Wish Prayer Paper to cure the pain in his leg. I asked him to offer 
a donation of appreciation and he readily complied. 

On the day of the Wish Prayer Gathering, my brother eagerly 
took part in the holy song session. I felt that my brother had 
taken ill and suffered this accident as indemnity for our family 
and silently prayed to my deceased parents for their cooperation. 
Leaving the gathering, my brother told me that the pain in his leg 
had disappeared. Still in some doubt, I asked him to tell me how 
he was again once he got back home. I brought him to the station 
and we parted. That night he called me and told me that the pain 
was really gone, and he didn’t need to take medication anymore. 

Five of our family mem-
bers participated in this 
gathering and we were able 
to inherit great fortune. I 
am deeply grateful for the 
righteous deeds and coop-
eration of the absolute, good 
spirits.u 

For more information about the 
Wish Prayer Gatherings and 
other aspects of the Cheongpy-
eong providence, including the 
various workshops, please visit 
the web site at www.chun-
gpyung.org.
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2000.
Since True Parents completed the entire providence in 2000, the 

new age, Cheon Il Guk, formed based on God’s kingship, could 
begin in 2001. During the three years until 2003, the internal foun-
dation was laid for Cheon Il Guk to take root, and the kingship 
of the invisible God was established through the substantial True 
Parents’ kingship of the blessed families.

With all blessed members reborn as fourth Adams, they can 
restore their communities and neighborhoods (tong and ban), and 
tribes, and with the inauguration of the Peace UN worldwide and 
the development of activities for the realization of peace, the entire 
providence for the realization of Cheon Il Guk can be completed 
by 2012. 

Now we have passed through the three-year period during 
which the tree of Cheon Il Guk could be firmly rooted in the 
ground, and we find ourselves in the fourth year of Cheon Il Guk 
with shoots coming up from the ground. 

On midnight of January 1, in the fourth year of Cheon Il Guk, 
on the occasion of the thirty-seventh True God’s Day, Father pro-
claimed God’s fatherland and the era of the peace kingdom and 
since then has driven the providence with the passion of a hur-
ricane.

I might describe the opening of God’s fatherland and the era of 
the peace kingdom briefly by saying it means the world of God’s 
sovereignty has now fully 
begun. In 2004, the world of 
God’s sovereignty should 
manifest itself concretely in 
society and culture. 

The providential fruition of 
the era of Cheon Il Guk

Let’s now take a look as to 
how this process will develop. 
As elucidated in the Principle, 
the providential relationship 
of Cain and Abel plays an 
important role in manifesting 
God’s fatherland on earth. 

If the natives of Canaan, 
who belonged to the realm of Cain, had welcomed and served the 
Israelites, who were in the realm of Abel, when the Israelites of the 
Old Testament age settled in Canaan, they could have abandoned 
their blind faith in Baal and belonged to a society centered on 
God. In the same way, the Israelites, as the suzerain people of the 
Yahweh faith, should have educated the natives of Canaan who 
belonged to the realm of Cain, but they failed. From this, we can 
see that the providence of Heaven can only be established when 
the Cain-type leaders serve and attend the Abel-type leaders. In 
conclusion, Cheon Il Guk can be immediately established on earth 
only when the Cain-type leaders and Abel-type providential lead-
ers of a nation come together in attendance of True Parents.

So that is why we had the “Cain-type” leaders take charge of 
the historic events held in the months of January, February and 
March this year–events such as the IIPC Activity Report Rallies 
for Mayors and District Leaders, the IIPC Activity Report Rally 
for Cities and Provinces, the National Level IIPC Activity Report 
Rally, the IIPC Activity Report Rallies for Youth Leaders, and the 
Crown of Peace Awards, in which representatives from the sphere 
of politics of the second Israel and of the religions–including Islam, 
Judaism and Christianity–offered Crowns of Peace to True Parents. 

A historic transformation in the providence came upon us in 
the months of April and May. That important turning point was 
the 44th anniversary of the first True Parents’ Day and the 50th 

anniversary of the founding of our church. During the period from 
April 19, the 45th True Parents’ Day, to May 1, the 50th anniver-
sary of the founding of the church, True Parents concretely estab-
lished four providential initiatives related to Cheon Il Guk. 

The first was the consecration of the Holy Scripture of Heaven1. 
On April 18, True Parents designated the Holy Scripture of Heaven. 
They have said that these are the Word of God for Cheon Il Guk, 
and reported that to Heaven. This has tremendous providential 
significance. 

God’s ability to create came through the Word. The Creation 
was accomplished through the Word. The Fall was losing the 
Word, and recreation is recovering it again. Thus, the first factor 
that identifies the Messiah is whether he has the truth, the Word 
of God.

True Parents came to earth with the Principle. The Principle 
integrates the teachings of the Old Testament and New Testament. 
Strictly speaking, it is a syncretism of the Old and New Testa-
ments. In terms of the history of restoration, we have the Old Tes-
tament and New Testament. The Principle integrates the teachings 
of both and unravels their complexities. In the end, the Principle 
is not the Completed Testament; it is a fusion of the Old and New 
Testaments. 

In 1997, the fourth year after the beginning of the Completed 
Testament era, The Completed Testament Age and the Ideal Kingdom, 
and Blessed Families and the Ideal Kingdom (books I and II) were des-

ignated the Word of God for 
the Completed Testament era 
by True Parents. After pass-
ing through the three eras–the 
formation level Old Testament 
era, growth level New Testa-
ment era and perfection level 
Completed Testament era–the 
world under God’s sovereign-
ty, the era of Cheon Il Guk, 
began. This was in 2001. And 
on the occasion of True Par-
ents’ Day on April 19 this year, 
the fourth year of Cheon Il 
Guk, True Parents designated 
the Holy Scripture of Heaven the 

Word of God for Cheon Il Guk.
This world was created on the foundation of the Word. The 

same can be said of the process of recreation. With the establish-
ment of the Word of God for Cheon Il Guk, we are at an important 
turning point where the order, culture, laws and institutions of 
Cheon Il Guk will be made based on these teachings.

Proclamation of Ahn Shi Il
Second, the Family Pledge has been perfected. My Pledge was 

established in 1961 during the era of restoration through indemni-
ty and had been our confession of faith until 1994. That was a time 
when we were in the middle of an intense struggle with Satan, 
and thus the contents of the verses in My Pledge were about defeat-
ing the enemy Satan. Even in the lyrics of one of our favorite Holy 
Songs we find the words “Chase away the power of Satan.... In the 
blue Pacific waters, cleanse the sword that brought the victory.” 
This is historical evidence of that age in which we had to fight an 
intense battle against Satan. After passing over the perilous hill of 
restoration through indemnity and entering the Completed Testa-
ment era, True Parents established the Family Pledge as our new 
confession of faith. Not a single line in the entire Family Pledge 
mentions fighting the enemy Satan.

Right after establishing the Family Pledge in 1994, Father said, 
“My Pledge was combative in nature, because the age was one of 
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battling against Satan. But the Family Pledge is not combative 
because we are ushering in an age of peace on earth centering on 
God.”

Since then the Family Pledge has developed in stages and now 
on the occasion of True Parents’ Day, April 19, it was made com-
plete by the addition of “of the family” in part two and “and the 
realm of being completely free [seokbang]” in part eight. 

Third, on April 13, during hoondokhae at East Garden, Father 
proclaimed the era of the realm of being completely free [seok-
bang]. This means that we are in an age of having been set free that 
would exceed the value of an age of liberation. What is the mean-
ing of seokbang? Father explained it like this: “Liberation [haebang] 
means obtaining one’s freedom when the time comes, but seokbang 
is obtaining one’s freedom through grace, even if the time has 
not yet come.” “Liberation” [haebang] is the realization of external 
conditions, but becoming “completely free” [seokbang] suggests an 
internal transformation. In this way, True Parents proclaimed the 
era of being completely free, symbolically showing that the satanic 
lineage has been changed at its root. 

In particular, we should accept the proclamation of the age of 
seokbang as a revelation from God that indicates that the substan-
tial culture of Cheon Il Guk is clearly settling onto earth.

Fourth, Father proclaimed Ahn Shi Il. This indicates a revolu-
tionary transformation. 

God’s world has continued through institutions and traditions 
on earth, through the Word of God for the Old, New and Com-
pleted Testament ages and the culture and institutions of each age. 
In the same way, in this era of Cheon Il Guk we need to have cul-
ture and institutions and the Word of God that are in accord with 
this new age.

During the Old Testament age, the Sabbath day was based on 
Mosaic Law. The Jewish people could do nothing during the Sab-
bath; this was the commandment and tradition. To eat, one must 
cook, but this was considered work, so the Jews would prepare 
the meals for the Sabbath the previous day. Illnesses could not be 
treated on the Sabbath. There are hundred of clauses that dictate 
the behavior of people during the Sabbath. 

In the New Testament age, the commandments of the previous 
age developed into a social order, which led to the creation of the 
Lord’s day. On March 3, 321, Emperor Constantine designated the 
Sabbath a day of rest. Sunday was created, and ever since, this day 
has been observed by people throughout the world.

The traditions of Cheon Il Guk are eternal 
As we leave the Completed Testament age and enter the age of 

Cheon Il Guk, this lasting Sabbath culture has now been changed. 
During pledge service on True Parents’ Day, True Parents estab-
lished and proclaimed Ahn Shi Il.

Father declared that “In the past, God rested every seven days, 
because He did not have sovereignty, but now He can rest every 
day. That is why we have to change the meaning of the Sabbath. 
Instead of resting every seven days, every day will become a Sab-
bath day and the day of starting those days of rest will be on every 
eighth day, the number of new beginning. Thus, Ahn Shi Il will be 
observed every eight days.”

Based on True Parents’ Day, Father designated the period after 
the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the church the “era after 
the coming of heaven.” Since then, True Parents have observed 
Ahn Shi Il every eight days. 

Although the world is unaware of it, Ahn Shi Il, designated by 
True Parents, will become a tradition of Cheon Il Guk that will be 
observed for eternity, like the tradition of the Sabbath during the 
Old and New Testament eras that is being observed by people of 
the world today.

Since proclaiming the day of the attendance of safe settlement, 

True Parents have held remarkable providential rallies and proc-
lamations every time that day has come around, thus building the 
tradition of Cheon Il Guk. 

On May 5, Father proclaimed Ssang Hab Shib Seung Il [The 
day of the victory of the number ten that is the combination of two 
parts]. Since all things on earth are made in pairs, they must be 
tied together as one in reconciliation to begin the new age.

On the third Ahn Shi Il on May 13, True Parents presided over 
a rally for harmony and unification between the Yongnam and 
Honam2 regions of Korea. This rally was not simply an event to 
bring the Yongnam and Honam regions together in harmony; it 
was a historic event to tie together north and south, the young and 
old generations, left and right wings and all other conflicting ele-
ments, and to bring about harmony and development.

Tomorrow, May 21, we will hold a declaration rally for abso-
lute values for the sake of harmony and unification. In this way, 
True Parents are investing everything to establish this new tradi-
tion of Ahn Shi Il. 

Ever since True Parents proclaimed the “era after the coming 
of heaven” on May 1, many remarkable events have occurred day 
after day here in Yeosu centering on True Parents. The same can 
be said for the rally that will be held tomorrow. It was decided in 
accordance with conditions set by True Parents and the providen-
tial plan.

True Parents’ desire is to establish and expand the culture, new 
institutions and traditions of Cheon Il Guk here in Yeosu centering 
on Blue Sea Garden, in this land soaked with True Parents’ devo-
tion and where they are residing. Therefore, True Parents’ desire 
for you who were there at the start of the Unification Church and 
who pioneered in the early years, is to once again begin anew with 
True Parents in the central position, in this time, this era after the 
coming of heaven. We are truly living in a tremendous new age. 

Beloved members, no matter how thick the darkness may be, 
it will dissipate with the coming of light. No matter how great the 
fear of death may be, it cannot overcome life. You may all think 
that you have walked on this path of God’s will in darkness and 
unwelcome by all people. But I tell you God and True Parents 
remember you, and your lives have been ones of light.

Amidst this world, which has been buried in darkness for bil-
lions of years, we alone have overcome countless bouts of pain 
and suffering to establish the tradition of eternal light. Now we 
have made a new beginning to make this light a volcano that can 
scorch the entire world. 

Now is the time. An entire mountain can be burned down by a 
single match; in the same way this spark of Cheon Il Guk, which 
will ignite the entire universe, has begun from True Parents and 
FFWPU. True Parents have come to Yeosu in order to bring this 
new culture of Cheon Il Guk safely in this world. Everyday after 
hoondokhae, Father has been going out to sea to set conditions.

Beloved members, please remember that the culture, institu-
tions and traditions of Cheon Il Guk are being established on 
earth. I ask you all again to return to the districts and neighbor-
hoods in your home towns and do your best. 

Thank you.u

Endnotes
1 

Cheon Seong Gyeong is the book’s Korean title. The book has yet to be trans-
lated into English. 
2 Sometimes bitter antagonism exists between people from the Honam 
region (southwestern South Korea, mainly North and South Jeolla Prov-
inces) and those from the Yeongnam region (southeastern South Korea, 
mainly North and South Gyeongsang Provinces). 
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The roots of Liberia lie in a colony that was 
founded on Africa’s west coast in 1822 by 
a group that had been formed to send freed 
American slaves to Africa. Today, descendants 
of American slaves make up just 2.5 percent of 
a population mainly comprised of those from 
indigenous African tribes. 
  In recent decades, there have been few periods 
of peace in Liberia as factions vying for power 
have fought at a terrible cost to its citizens, 
with hundreds of thousands killed and half the 
population displaced. The recent end to the 
state of civil war has given people reason for 
hope for the first time in years. 
  Another reason for hope would be the work of 
the FFWPU in Liberia, now led by Augustine 
Arkoi. While he was in Korea accompanying 
Liberian guests to True Parents’ birthday cel-
ebration, we interviewed Augustine about how 
he has led the movement in his war-ravaged 
country. 
Today’s World: Could you say some-
thing about the course you have gone? 

Augustine Arkoi: I joined the move-
ment in 1985 at age 17, when I was a 
middle school student. Liberia then 
was described by many, including Rev. 
Kwak, who visited in 1987, as the most 
peaceful nation on earth. Our move-
ment also had a very good economic 
foundation, especially with the direct 
investment made by True Parents at the 
time in the logging sector. The invest-
ment was meant to improve not only the 
living standard of our members but the 
lives of ordinary Liberians as well.

Unfortunately, the civil war broke 
out in 1989. There were three of us in 
the center, which was in the center of 
Monrovia, about a thousand yards from 
the executive mansion. We stayed in 
the headquarters until the rebels1 came 
in, reached the capital and overran our 
headquarters. That was 1990. The presi-
dent, Samuel Doe, was captured and 
slaughtered. We spent about five days 
indoors, with no food, nothing. You had 
to use wood to cook and if you did that, 

the smoke would go up and the rebels 
would come. If they came into a place, 
the first thing they’d do is look for all the 
valuables and take them away. We were 
instructed by Rev. Lee Byung-moon 
never to abandoned True Parents’ foun-
dation (the center). He was also deter-
mined to do that, but the Korean ambas-
sador to Liberia at the time personally 
came with his Mercedes Benz, got Rev. 
Lee out of the center, and arranged with 
the American embassy for him to be air-
lifted out of the country. 

What interest would the rebels have in 
attacking you? 

They would take anything and some-
times demand money, and if you didn’t 
have it, sometimes you got killed. In a 
house just near our center, there was a 
Lebanese businessman. They killed him 
in his house, and took away his money. 
But in our case, they came in and just 
asked us to leave. They gave 
us ten minutes; they told us 
to pack our things, and as we 
packed they counted down 
the minutes. We just went out. 
We left with the notion that 
everything would be over in 
just a day or two, because they 
were already in the capital, 
surrounding the executive 
mansion. It was the church flag 
that actually protected us from 
been killed. On several occa-
sion soldiers made attempts to 
enter our compound, but they 
were always deterred by the 
church flag; they’d assumed 
that we were a foreign mission. 
In reality, a big sign in front of 
the compound read Holy Spirit 
Association for the Unification 
of World Christianity.

All missionaries left the 
country, and members kind 
of scattered–some went to 

Sierra Leone and other countries, but I 
took along the two brothers and went 
into the interior area of Liberia, the area 
then controlled by Charles Taylor1, and 
stayed there for about six months; we 
stayed in my hometown, Ziggida, about 
a day’s drive from Monrovia on the 
border with Guinea. When we saw then 
that it wasn’t going to end soon, we left 
and went to Côte d’Ivoire.

We left the country and in Côte 
d’Ivoire met Robert Williamson2, who 
told us that Barbara Harrington, the sis-
ter of Kathy Rigney3, was now appoint-
ed to take responsibility for Liberia. 
Robert suggested we go to Nigeria, so 
we did. By that time, other Liberians had 
already assembled there. We stayed for 
three years in Nigeria, where I initially 
joined the fundraising team that con-
sisted of more than forty members from 
various African countries. After a few 
months, I was appointed leader of the 
team and later took over the Education 

Department prior to my return 
to Liberia. 

In 1992, ten Liberians came 
from Nigeria to Korea for the 
30,000-couple blessing, and 
then we returned to Nigeria. 
We were told True Mother 
would visit Nigeria during her 
1993 speaking tour, so I went to 
Liberia to extend an invitation 
to the president. I was actually 
just sent to go and see the situa-
tion, but when I got there, I was 
inspired to attempt to extend 
the invitation to the president. 

In my heart and soul, Nigeria 
is my second home, because it 
was there that I was exposed 
to different dimensions of our 
church leadership training. This  
training was directly under 
the supervision of a distinct 
pioneer missionary to Africa, 
Sister Kathy Rigney. Dur-
ing the mobilization for True 
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Mother’s coming to Nigeria, I 
was put in charge of inviting 
people from the embassies. 
We actually brought a couple 
of ambassadors–including the 
North Korean ambassador–to 
hear her speak. When Mother 
came I was put in charge of 
her security and as such had to 
coordinate with state security 
officers that were provided by 
the Nigerian government. The 
Abuja speech was a great suc-
cess, and escorting True Moth-
er from Abuja to Lagos for her 
connecting flight to Brazil was 
quite a memorable event.  

Was Charles Taylor the president you 
invited? 

No, this was Dr. Amos Sawyer, who was 
interim president then4. I extended the 
invitation to him, but the Presidential 
Affairs Minister responded that, due to 
a prior engagement, the president was 
unable to attend. While I was waiting 
in the president’s office, I met the sec-
retary-general of the interfaith council 
of Liberia, one David Kiazolu, a Mus-
lim. We were both waiting to meet the 
president. He saw a book I had, Mother 
of True Love, about True Mother. He 
looked at the book and read a quotation 
from Mother there. He asked if I would 
please allow him to copy the quota-
tion. I, of course, granted his request. 
He then asked who Father was, and I 
explained the he was a renowned global 
campaigner for world peace. “Then,” he 
said, “you need to come visit the inter-
faith council of Liberia.” 

The Interfaith Council of Liberia (now 
known as the Interreligious Council 
of Liberia) mediated most peace talks 
between the Liberian government and 
the rebel forces. They were having 
an executive meeting. It was kind of 
spiritual, because they had an agenda, 
which did not include me. 
David Kiazolu stood up in 
the meeting and introduced 
me, “We have someone here 
from Nigeria. He came here 
on a peace mission. I met him 
in the president’s office, and I 
think he should speak to us.” 
He just said that and added, 
“Okay, Arkoi, go ahead, please 
speak.” It was not a formal 
way of doing things. I stood 
up and spoke to them about 
Rev. Moon’s activities for 
peace and other things. I had 
some literature, the Divine 

Principle book and 
Mother of True Love; 
and other peace-
related publications 
of our movement, 
such as New Vision 
for World Peace. I 
put the publications 
on the table and 
they just scrambled 
over them. 

From that meet-
ing, the chief imam 
in Liberia invited 
me to a Muslim 
congregation, an 
assembly of Muslim 

youth; we call them the World Assem-
bly of Muslim Youth or WAMY. It’s 
an organization that mainly caters to 
the welfare of young Muslims. I visited 
them, and invitations followed from 
other clergymen–just like that. Some I 
had to reject, because Kathy said I could 
stay for only one week. Actually, I went 
beyond that and stayed for two weeks. 
When I returned, she was really angry 
that I’d stayed not one week but two. 
But after I reported, it was okay. It was 
1993, the time Mother was giving the 
speech, “True Parents and the Complet-
ed Testament Age,” in forty countries. 
By that time, I had a copy of the speech, 
so I had taken it to Liberia, where I was 
invited to take part in the service of one 
Christian congregation. They gave me 
time, and I read the entire speech before 
their service. That was just a unilateral 
decision the pastor of the church had 
taken. It was kind of spiritual; it’s a 
long speech and they had to get in their 
sermon and all of that. Just a handful of 
people tried to say, “Okay, he should 
stop now,” but the pastor said, “No, he 
should go ahead. We need this speech.” 
I don’t know if he really understood the 
speech, but that was his reaction. I com-
pleted the speech and they were very 
happy and took a copy with them. 

When I came to Nigeria and reported 
these things to Kathy, she was very 
moved and said, “Well, then maybe it’s 
time to reopen the mission.” The mis-
sion in Liberia had been closed down; 
there was nothing there. So, I went back 
as acting president of our church, and 
we started activities. Things were going 
quite well. At one point I had to declare 
the launch of the Women’s Federation, 
as every country was instructed to do. 
We didn’t have a female member by 
then, so I had to contact women’s orga-
nizations myself. 

But then one interesting thing hap-
pened. When I had first visited Liberia, 
in the president’s office, I met a lady by 
the name of Cecilia Duo. After David 
Kiazolu had left, she came up to me. 
She said, “Oh, you brought an invitation 
to the president to attend a speech that 
will be delivered by a woman...and I’m 
a woman. And I’m a Christian. He’s a 
Muslim. I have a women’s organization, 
the Girl Guides, so you had better deal 
with me.” A very interesting lady; she’s 
a reverend–Reverend Cecelia Duo of 
the Baptist Church. I gave her a copy of 
Mother of True Love, then I went back to 
Nigeria. 

After my final return to Liberia, I 
was contacting all the women’s orga-
nizations. I gave them books on True 
Mother and the Women’s Federation. I 
was trying to identify a woman–a Libe-
rian woman–who could represent this 
organization. Not long after, I received 
a communication from Kathy that True 
Parents had appointed Japanese sisters 
to go to each nation–this was 1994. 
Kathy asked me to prepare to receive 
them. When this happened, we didn’t 
have anything, no vehicle, nothing at 
all. Even the headquarters was kind of 
damaged–a leaking roof and all of that. I 
didn’t know what to do. 

One day, I met that same lady, Ceci-
lia Duo, on the street. She asked, “Oh 
when did you come?” I said, “I came a 

long time ago. I’m here now. 
In fact, I’m expecting some 
guests. I’m not sure how to 
receive them–a women’s del-
egation.” 

“A women’s delegation–
have you already contacted 
anyone? Please don’t. I will 
take care of it.” She took me 
to her office. This happened 
to be her office in Parliament. 
I didn’t know that about a 
month after I had gone back to 
Nigeria, Cecelia Duo had con-
tested for a seat in the House 
and won. She’d become a 
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stayed and heard the Principle at the center in Monrovia

Attending an FFWPU event 
are: Left, Rev. Cyrus Cromah, 
founder of Christ Apostolic 
Pentecostal Church; right, 
Alfred Chea, editor of the 
National Heritage Newspaper



member of parliament. She told me 
she would do everything. She went to 
the airport, and when the delegation 
came, she received them. From then on, 
she helped me with the Women’s Fed-
eration. She went around as the face of 
Liberian women. 

Barbara and Kathy came with the 
next batch of the delegation, to bring the 
number of Japanese woman missionar-
ies to ten. Cecilia went to the airport 
and received them, and did everything. 
Barbara was very 
moved by the 
unusually warm 
reception from 
this lady. 

After few 
months of activi-
ties and public 
relations, We 
eventually had 
the inauguration 
for the Women’s 
Federation in 
the government’s Centennial Pavilion, 
where usually only state events are held. 
We had requested it, but they’d origi-
nally refused and asked that we use the 
Executive Pavilion, which used to be 
the presidential palace a long time ago, 
instead, but on the very day of the occa-
sion, they phoned me from the executive 
mansion to say we could use the Centen-
nial Pavilion. 

I then contacted the Liberian presi-
dent, who at that time was David Kpo-
makpor,5 and he came to attend the 
inauguration of the Women’s Federa-
tion, as did about a dozen distinguished 
Liberian women. Cecilia, of course, 
became its first president. The president 
was quite impressed; he responded 
immediately to a special lunch reception 
that we organized for him at a nearby 
restaurant. A select group of twenty-one 
including our movement’s top execu-
tives attended the occasion. The meet-

ing, which lasted 
for about an hour, 
provided an oppor-
tunity for the presi-
dent to get personal 
insight about the 
vision of our 
founder. Despite 
persecution, pre-
conceptions and 
misunderstandings 
about our activities, 
the arrival of these 
missionaries while 
others were fleeing 
from the country 
came to be clearly 
understood as a 

divine gesture and sacrifice for the Libe-
rian people. People naturally started to 
come to us, as it became known that we 
were a genuine friend of the president.

The president eventually sent an 
official communication instructing the 
Minister of Health to include WFWP 
programs in the ministry’s annual 
budget allotment for women’s develop-
ment. The minister immediately con-
vened a meeting where he mandated 

that National 
Coordinator 
of Women’s 
Health Develop-
ment, Madam 
Phyllis Kimba, 
work with our 
federation. 
Madam Kimba 
researched and 
facilitated the 
establishment of 
a home econom-

ics and skill training school for street 
girls. (She is currently senior adviser and 
program officer of WFWP-Liberia.) 

That was 1995. About six months later, 
a senior Liberian member–Gerald Cole-
man–returned to the country and became the 
church president. Augustine was reassigned. 
He was asked to pioneer in any Liberian 
town of his choosing. 

I chose a community, a 
suburb of Monrovia, Gard-
nesville, and established a 
church there. There were 
many children in the com-
munity without parents or 
the means to go to school. I 
used to teach them Korean 
martial arts, Hapkido, just 
for them to have something 
to do. I realized many of 
them had gotten kicked out 

of school, because they didn’t have the 
tuition money. So I got one Manyango 
Jallah, a friend of mine in the commu-
nity who was a teacher, and we started 
a kindergarten program. Nigeria had 
sent representatives of ECOWAS,6 the 
Economic Community of West African 
States to Liberia. They contributed peace 
keeping troops to Liberia called ECO-
MOG.7 I met the commander, a Nigerian 
general, one Gabriel Anayankpele. I 
explained what I was doing and he gave 
me the first money, five hundred dollars 
in traveler’s checks. I used this to make 
benches and negotiated a five years lease 
agreement on a nearby building.

After the school was formally estab-
lished as an elementary school, I left and 
came to Korea for studies at Sun Moon 
University on a year’s scholarship. From 
there I came to Seoul and stayed two 
more years on my own, while attending 
the Korean language institutes at Yon-
sei University and later Seoul National 
University. Upon completing the Korean 
language program, I took the entrance 
exams for the Korean University of For-
eign Studies and Kyunghee University. I 
passed both entrance exams and finally 
enrolled at Kyunghee University’s 
Department of Political Science and Pub-
lic Administration. 

During this time my wife, Rita, who 
was attending the Korean language 
institute at Ewha Women’s University, 
gave birth to our first child, and the 
Korean financial crisis arose. There were 
many problems. There was also a prob-
lem with the school in Liberia–the land-
lord tried to kick us out of the building. 
I decided to quit my studies, go back 
to Liberia and help the school survive. 
I committed a year to stabilizing the 
school. I bought land and started con-
structing a school building. The school 
now is running from kindergarten up to 
a full high school with full government 
approval. Stories about the school some-
times come out in the national papers. 
Some members of parliament visited. It 
used to be called the Second Generation 
Re-creation Institute. The name changed 

24 Today’s World

Construction of the New Hope Academy

Philibert Browne, Assistant Secretary of Defense and Publisher of 
the National Chronicle newspaper, visits the New Hope Academy 
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a year ago to the New Hope Academy. 
With permission from the government, 
my wife and I are teaching the Korean 
language as a regular course in the 
school. At the school, one of the staff 
members is my spiritual son and my 
wife is there. While, concentrating on 
this school project, one day, I suddenly 
received a communication from head-
quarters appointing me as the national 
leader of Liberia. That was August, 1999. 

The seven-year guerrilla rebellion that 
was led by Charles Taylor finally ended 
with a general election in 1997, which 
Charles Taylor won. The inability of the 
international community to reconstitute 
an inclusive national army and also 
carry on rehabilitation, reintegration and 
demobilization of fighters, plunged the 
country into another five years’ of civil 
war, which began in 1999.

This war, which was 
mainly executed by 
remnants, victims and 
sympathizers of the 
Samuel Doe adminis-
tration, finally entered 
the capitol, Monrovia 
in June 2003. It became 
so terrible that almost 
everybody had to carry 
a gun. You’d be in your 
home and troops would 
just come. The rebels had 
taken possession of the free port, where 
basic commodities come, so food in cen-
tral Monrovia had run out. In Liberia, 
we eat rice. Fifty kilos of rice usually 
sold for twenty American dollars, but 
at the time there was virtually no rice. 
So from $20, it went to $150 a bag. Then 
you could not even find it. Even we in 
the center went for about two weeks 
without rice. 

There was shelling around the central 
market. We would only go out when it 
was necessary, to find food. People were 
being killed. There was one woman by 
the side of the road making donuts. She 
received a direct hit from a shell; she 
and her children were all killed. 

In the end, the government forces 
were all congregated around Capitol 
Hill [the center of government in Libe-
ria]. There were soldiers from the age of 
eight. There was shooting, and massive 
looting going on everywhere. Everyone 
took the law into their own hands. 

Philibert Browne, the assistant min-
ister of defense for public affairs, is a 
friend of mine. He has come for True 
Parents’ birthday celebration. He provid-
ed his bodyguards to protect the super-
markets in the middle of town, not to get 
burglarized. Based on that, the Lebanese 

sometimes gave him assorted foodstuffs. 
He gave us flour, fifty kilos of it. That’s 
what we survived on in the center for 
about two weeks. There was a Korean 
family named Park in Liberia. They’re 
not members, but we have a good rela-
tionship. They are in the fishing busi-
ness. They were captured by the rebels 
during the siege. Where they lived was a 

kind of battlefront. As 
such, they were entirely 
robbed of their prop-
erty by fighters from 
both sides. 

I contacted the 
assistant minister of 
defense, and he went 
there with his soldiers 
and fought to rescue 
them. He brought them 
out in rags; they’d 
spent the previous five 

days taking refuge in a dump site with-
out food. Mr. Park admitted that they 
could have been killed or just have died 
from the torment and trauma of big gun 
explosions and sporadic gun firing. It 
was really terrible. Some foreign journal-
ists were injured by bullets. It was ter-
rible, but Taylor said he could 
not leave. Finally, on August 
6, the Americans came in with 
their navy vessels–just at sea. 
They came to provide protec-
tion for their ambassador, the 
embassy staff and American 
citizens that they airlifted by 
helicopter onto the vessels. 
Liberians demonstrated in 
front of the embassy. There 
was one time when fifteen 
artillery shells landed in a 
particular area called Mamba 
Point, where the embassies 
are, in just one minute. Usu-
ally when such fights start 
many people go there. The 
U.S. embassy has an area, 
a very big area, there–more 
than twenty acres; it’s very 
big and they have fenced it. 
Many Liberians ran there for 
shelter. They just stayed there. 

They built a tent, put up a tarpaulin. 
But this time it was very strange; the 
mortar shells landed in that place and 
killed people. People were really disillu-
sioned. Every time a shell was dropped 
and a person died, they just carried the 
dead bodies in front of the U.S. embassy 
and piled them up. This was shown on 
CNN and through other media, so it 
was embarrassing for the international 
community and the U.S. government in 
particular. They saw that and they came 
in. The U.S. ambassador talked to the 
rebels and told them to stop and then to 
retreat. He asked them to retreat beyond 
the Po River, which is about fifteen miles 
from Monrovia, and from there they 
could begin negotiating. 

By then it was terrible–no food in the 
city. People would die just looking for 
food. During that time, there was a par-
ticular day when they were supposed to 
open the bridge so that people in central 
Monrovia could have access to the port 
area that had abundant food. You had a 
multitude of people, over fifty or a hun-
dred thousand people, gathered there, 
prepared to cross. To their disappoint-
ment, it was announced that the bridge 

would open not that day but 
the following day. They put 
a security wire around the 
riverbank, but people forced 
their way through it and went 
into the river, just to get food 
for that day. I went into town 
wanting to cross, but they said 
there was no way. That day fif-
teen people died in the river. 

People died of starvation. 
And near our center there was 
an old man of about seventy 
who just suddenly dropped. 
He wasn’t hit, it was just the 
shock he got from the explo-
sions of the mortar shells. That 
happened to many people. 
One cousin of mine was left 
paralyzed from the shock–left 
hand and leg. That happened 
in many places. Many preg-
nant women gave birth pre-
maturely. Situations like that 
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A choir of students from the school sing at 
a blessing ceremony

An event for people from Augustine’s tribe

There were soldiers 
from the age of eight. 
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and massive looting 

going on everywhere. 
Everyone took the 
law into their own 

hands. 



occurred. 
The foreign minister of Ghana and 

officials from many places finally pre-
vailed on Taylor to leave. Because by 
then other troops had started to come in 
by the only route of escape, that to the 
international airport. Other groups were 
advancing on the capital from Gbarnga 
the largest inland city. The second larg-
est city in Liberia, Buchana, which also 
has a seaport, fell to the rebels. So when 
they took that port, things became very 
difficult; no food–nothing at all–because 
we had been getting some alternative 
supplies from that side. When they took 
the port at Buchana, it was really ter-
rible. Finally, Taylor was prevailed upon 
to leave. On August 11 he left for exile in 
Nigeria. 

That very night at 2:40 am, soldiers 
surrounded our compound and entered 
to raid the place and loot. There was 
a bishop, a reverend of a Pentecostal 
church. He did relief work, so he had a 
storehouse. They entered his 
place and terrified him. We 
heard them in the night say-
ing, “The commander said we 
should carry back the bishop’s 
head. We shouldn’t go home 
without it.” He concealed 
himself, and in the day came 
out and escaped. He fled to an 
airport in the next city and left 
the country. They raided the 
place, took the food, bicycles, 
everything–they took it all out. 
There was only a fence sepa-
rating our compound and his. 
When they took his place they 
looted everywhere in it. 

Charles Taylor had had these people 
fighting for him for many years and now 
he’d left. He left them with no future, 
nothing. So they had to help themselves. 
They have a saying in Liberia for these 
fighters: “Where you tie the goat, that’s 
where the goat eats,” meaning we were 
now prey to feed on–and that’s just what 
they did. They started looting, keeping 
it, storing it, so that when things nor-
malized, they could sell it. That’s what 
happened. In Monrovia today, people 
are selling looted things; sometimes, you 
actually repurchase property of your 
own that had been looted. 

That time we had just been doing a 
lot of conditions, reading hoondokhae 
every hour of the day. And then, they 
entered our compound. They jumped 
over the fence. 

The problem was that Taylor had 
left by that time; so there was the ques-
tion of who these rescuers were fighting 
for. They could go out and get killed. 

That was the situation. The soldiers in 
our compound were also afraid, so they 
just started shooting heavily around 
the compound. My wife was terrified. 
She’s from Zaire. She was pregnant at 
that time. She was about three or four 
months pregnant. She developed diar-
rhea, just instantly. I remember she went 
into the toilet three times. My son kind 
of woke up and said, “Dad, what hap-
pened?” I said, “The soldiers are here, 
just keep quiet.” 

In those days, you could not find 
any dogs in the city. Anything edible, 
people just ate. After shooting heavily, 
the shooters wanted to get our dog. The 
dog had hidden itself, so they just left. 
I called the assistant defense minister. 
By then he was staying far away. He 
had taken all the Koreans with him. 
His area was relatively calm. We could 
not move, because if you moved away, 
they’d come and take the whole place. 
So we just stayed there. Anyway, as God 

would have it, they did not harm any-
one, but at some other houses they killed 
people and took things away. 

Taylor’s vice-president took over, 
Moses Blah. He stayed there for two 
weeks. On October 14, the new govern-
ment headed by Charles Gyude Bryant 
was inaugurated and peace talks were 
going on in Accra, Ghana, to form a 
new Liberian government in Ghana, and 
then to come to Liberia to inaugurate it. 
Moses Blah was waiting for that govern-
ment. 

Our Family Federation is a founding 
member of the Civil Society Movement 
of Liberia (CSM-L). The CSM-L is a con-
sortium of about seventy local federa-
tions including NGOs, trade unions and 
pro-democracy institutions. Our federa-
tion (FFWPU-L) currently chairs the 
Peace and Reconciliation Committee of 
the CSM-L. I should have gone with the 
delegation to Ghana for the formation 
of the government, but for some reason, 

I didn’t go and I think it was good that 
I didn’t go, because my wife and those 
there could not have handled the situ-
ation when the rebels entered our com-
pound. We would have lost everything. 

We were in constant touch. The presi-
dent was elected in Accra and came and 
took over from Moses Blah on October 
14. Other appointments then needed to 
be made in Liberia through consulta-
tion among stakeholders in the peace 
process. These appointments included 
the formation of the cabinet and of par-
liament. The positions were actually dis-
tributed between political parties; there 
were around three warring factions, so 
they divided the positions proportion-
ally i.e., managing directors of public 
corporations and all similar positions 
were distributed. 

The Civil Society was asked to 
appoint people. It was a very good 
chance for members of our federation, 
if we had had qualified people, to enter 

government. Even I was 
approached by some opinion 
leaders about entering the 
House, but I refused. I instead 
endorsed and facilitated the 
acceptance of a junior friend of 
mine who is now the young-
est member of parliament. He 
came this time to Korea for 
True Parents’ Birthday con-
vocation. Upon entering the 
parliament, he created his own 
Council of Advisers, which I 
am actually the chairman of. 
He is very helpful to our fed-
eration. Whenever we receive 
important guests, he goes to 

the airport and receives them. 
All institutions in Liberia used to just 

do their own things, but now the Civil 
Society has brought them together and 
has become a very strong force. During 
one of the peace conferences that was 
convened in Freetown, Sierra Leone, I 
had a chance to meet the president of 
Sierra Leone, Tejan Kabbah. I presented 
the Principle book to him and also told 
him about our founder’s international 
peace initiatives through IIFWP. He later 
responded by sending Mr. Hassan Bare, 
the chairman of the Civil Society Move-
ment of Sierra Leone, as his proxy to one 
of our IIFWP convocations in New York.

All in all, our federation has suc-
ceeded during this difficult time. We 
have extensive VIP contacts nationally. 
We can meet anyone at any time. At 
the same time, because of the difficul-
ties in the country, especially in the area 
of finance, the life of members is dif-
ficult. Our organization has reached a 
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point where it is really 
respected in Liberia. 
They have big expecta-
tions. 

What people could 
do to us once, now they 
wouldn’t dare. But I am 
always afraid that they 
might come inside and 
see the internal situa-
tion. “Oh, I’m coming to 
visit you this Sunday.” 
Sometimes we shy 
away from this kind of thing. We imi-
tated what the American Clergy Leader-
ship Conference (ACLC) did. We created 
the same thing in Liberia. We have a 
Liberian Clergy Leadership Conference. 
Reverend Cyrus Cromah, a Pentecostal 
minister is the head of it. They often 
push us to do things, and they want to 
see the people involved. 

One thing I should talk about is the 
blessing. The method of blessing we are 
now using in Liberia is to publicly honor 
couples that have preserved their mar-
riages amid extreme difficulties. We also 
honor and encourage couples that are 
just cohabiting to consider their relation-
ships genuine. In our society, we have 
a lot of cohabiters. Some have as many 
as four or five children, but they don’t 
consider themselves married at all, sim-
ply because they cannot afford the costs 
associated with conventional marriage 
or a wedding ceremony. Many of those 
in this category consider our Blessing 
and Honoring of Marriage Certificate 
an official document legitimizing their 
relationship.

When the war came, many couples 
lost everything, and because of that, 
many women leave their husbands and 
go after the peacekeepers, because they 
can get some hard currency, American 
dollars. They abandon their families. 
This kind of thing is a very serious prob-
lem in Liberia. So we go around and 
find couples who are still committed to 
their marriages irrespective of the harsh 
economic situation, and then we carry 
on the blessing program. We use white, 
yellow and green certificates and give 
certificates in three categories. The white 
one is for those who are still in their rela-
tionship after a very long time–twenty 
years or more. 

One winner was the president of 
AME University, who’d been married 
for fifty-six years. Her husband just 
died last year. She was very happy. She 
spoke well. She said that all through 
her life, this is the first organization she 
has known that is honoring marriages. 
In their time, they thought the family 

was the most important 
thing, but now people 
think it is old-fashioned. 
So the certificate that we 
give now is something 
people really cherish. 
Every year that is how 
we do the blessing. 
Sometimes we have it 
at the national city hall. 
One time we had it at 
the University of Libe-
ria. The last one we had 

at our headquarters. The same week as 
the blessing, rebels began encroaching 
on the capital again. In fact, it was the 
last event we had before they entered 
the city. It was only three days 
before. We had had a meeting of 
our elder blessed couples and 
everybody suggested it was 
too dangerous to go around 
and recruit people for the 
blessing program. At the 

time, the government was very skeptical. 
They could just pick you up in the street; 
just pick you up and carry you away. 
Pick you up and kill you–no information 
would be released, nothing. Finally, it 
seemed necessary that we continue the 
program as a way of providing some 
condition that things did go not further, 
become more extreme. It was very good. 

We have asked pastors to give the 
blessing form to people in their churches 
so they will come for the honoring of 
marriages. They come through that, 
and of course we give the blessing with 
holy wine. Normally, when we have 
it at the city hall or the University of 
Liberia, it becomes a real national-type 
event. But sometimes we have it at our 
headquarters and people get back into 
the stigma. When we have it out, people 
come. There’s newspaper and national 

TV coverage. 
I had been successfully working with 

my tribal group. We had been instructed 
to have a tribal feast and make a procla-
mation, which I did at the school. Some 
parliamentarians from my county came, 
and based on that, now when we have 
an event, it’s just a matter of inviting 
them and they all come and the place 
will be full. Those kinds of things we can 
do–events. 

Sometimes our federation is invited 
to be a studio guest on radio programs. 
Just before I left we were on a one-hour 
program called Topical Issue. People call 
in. It’s a live phone-in show. We talked 
about the Liberian peace process, the 

disarmament, and the role of 
the family. They invited 

us, and we went there 
and gave our own 
view–the best and 
only way that peace 
will come is through 

the family. There were 
phone calls from every-

where. To that extent, our 
federation is working, but now 

we need to really develop grassroots 
membership. I try to use the school. I 
don’t think that is going to be a problem. 
We have about 400 students, and every 
vacation I do a minimum seven-day, and 
sometimes a twenty-one-day, workshop 
for them. Through that I can identify 
some students. In the headquarters now 
I have some that I’ve selected. My plan 
is to use the headquarters only for stu-
dents. We’ll offer accommodation and 
training, and if they have the means to 
go to university, they’ll go. 

Our center is only a ten-minute walk 
from the university. Of course, our 
intent is that during that period they 
will become Unificationists. They would 
have to follow the lifestyle and tradition 
of the federation. They sign up and the 
parents also sign. Instead of the usual 
center life, people just staying in the 
center, this becomes training. Before we 
had people staying in the center, and 
later on they began to claim, “I wasted 
my future.” They tried to claim compen-
sation. This time we changed it, so that 
instead, it is an opportunity to receive 
leadership training for the future. This 
is what we’re doing; we have a code of 
ethics, guidelines that the individual has 
to sign after going through a twenty-
one day workshop. Then we select from 
among them. Some want to continue, 
but we refuse based upon our own eval-
uations. The parents then have to sign 
that they understand that we are giving 
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Photos: above, A Christian pastor and his 
wife attend a blessing ceremony; inset, 
former President of Liberia Frederick 
Gbegbe speaks to blessing participants

So we go around and 
find couples who are 

still committed to their 
marriages irrespective 
of the harsh economic 
situation, and then we 
carry on the blessing 

program.



This article was transcribed and edited from 
the Best Practices Presentation given during 
the 2004 Spring National Church Leaders 
General Meeting at Cheong Pyeong Training 
Center  earlier in the year. At time of writ-
ing, Rev. Kim was the regional leader of the 
Jongno Family Church in Seoul.

It all began when four church leaders 
and the mobilized members united 
closely to hold ten one- or two-day 

seminars for those people who were con-
nected to us.

Thinking that it would be a waste to 
end it with just one-off events, I thought 
about how to organize so we could have 
a deeper impact. Some of those who had 
attended the seminars told us how good 
they were and that they would recom-
mend them to other quality people. 
Based on their suggestions we decided to 
create the True Family Principle School. 
We called it the True Family Principle 
School, since in order to create true fami-
lies you needed to know the Principle.

There are nineteen wards in our 
area. One Sunday just before the school 
opened, we invited four to five people 
that had either participated in our work-
shops or who were connected to us, from 
each of the nineteen wards. We held a 
service in which we had those blessed 
families who had been appointed as 
hoondok family leaders create bonds 
with these contacts through a brother-
hood-sisterhood ceremony.

The atmosphere during the service 
was very high and it gave us confidence 
in the plan to launch the school. The next 
month we sent out invitations to all our 
contacts and supporters in the Jongno 
district of Seoul. Some two hundred 
participated in the ceremony to mark the 
start of the first semester at the school, 
at the our Unification Center [FFWPU 
Headquarters] in Jongno. The leaders 
from the community were surprised and 
asked how I had achieved it. 

Although not many of the students 
were men, most of those who were had 
served either as a local mayor or public 
official. There were quite a number of 

ladies and most of them were ward chair-
women for either the Grand National 
Party or the New Millennium Democratic 
Party, or other type of opinion leader.

In all of our lectures we emphasized 
transcending political and religious 
affiliations, so many leaders from society 
were surprised at the variety of religious 
people–Christians (both Protestant and 
Catholic) and Buddhists, among oth-
ers–who came to our lectures. They asked 
me how I had managed to get all these 
people together in one place.  

This was how our True Family Prin-
ciple School began. One school semester 
lasted for six months and we are cur-

rently in our sixth semester. 
The students come to the school every 

Friday. To filter out those who were just 
there for free meals, we decided to charge 
20,000 won [approximately $17 at time of 
publication] for each six-month semester 
as an entrance fee. This contributed to the 
support of the school.

By the start of the fifth semester we 
had about 10 percent of our students 
coming from other boroughs. Students 
come to school at around 10:30 am. Atten-
dance is called and music class begins. 
Then, I give a Divine Principle lecture 
or a report of our events for about an 
hour or an hour and a half. For special 
occasions we have special lectures and 
invite guests to speak to our classes. The 

curriculum includes education in true 
family values, current events and culture, 
the reunification of Korea, issues relating 
with world peace and video presenta-
tions of the Founder’s activities.

School usually ends at 1:00 pm and we 
have lunch from then. Lunch is prepared 
by our mobilized members. I always 
emphasize to these members that though 
they have to do grassroots outreach, it is 
not easy to open doors and meet people; 
here these people are coming to us, so we 
have to take good care of them.

I told them to eat with their guests, 
and if their guests are ever absent, to call 
them and ask them why they couldn’t 

come. After three years, these members 
now go and help their guests make 
kimchi; the guests will come to help our 
members and they exchange birthday 
gifts. When they meet they embrace 
each other; I have seen them become like 
brothers and sisters. 

At the end of the year, through the 
city hall, we invite elderly people to 
come. While we provide them with meals 
and give them gifts, our students have a 
chance to think about what it means to 
live for the sake of others. In the end they 
volunteer to join in the “1 percent” fund-
raising campaign to help North Korea. 

We are meeting the conditions to suc-
ceed at grassroots outreach. We have 
school on Friday and give two sermons at 
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church on Sunday. Most of our students 
are almost members. 

In terms of how they speak, they have 
become our members. When we first 
started, our lectures we would call Father 
and Mother “Rev. and Mrs. Moon,” but 
now we just say “True Parents.” As I 
mentioned before, there were people 
from other religions in our classes, but 
though we say “True Parents” no one 
regards this as strange anymore. 

Our student president is a devout 
Roman Catholic, but when we call him 
to our events and Sunday services, he 
comes. If we invite him to True Parents’ 
residence, he asks “Have True Parents 
come?” which shows how close the stu-
dents have become, almost like members. 

Now we have come to the point that 
when we invite these people to our 
events, those who weren’t invited feel 
sad to have been left out. These results 
started to bear fruit during our church’s 
celebrations for True Mother’s sixtieth 
birthday. Our students took the lead 
with our mobilized members and family 
church leaders and united. They bril-
liantly coordinated this event.

Most of them were locals and were 
connected to many quality people, so we 
were able to have many people come to 
our Ambassador for Peace education. 
Some who were impressed with the con-
tent and ideals of the true family educa-
tion introduce their relatives and single 
neighbors to us. There were many cases 
when we were able to connect them  to 
the blessing. And also to the Sansuwon 
Mountain Hiking organization: our 
students would be at the center of these 
activities and they are organizing these 
groups in their own localities. 

Thus, our True Family Principle 
School in Jongno has now positioned 
itself as an established institution. I am 
also treated now as the head of this insti-

tution. Whenever there is an event in 
Jongno, an invitation comes addressed to 
me as the chairman of the True Family 
Principle School. Whenever I go to the 
district office, I meet the district leader or 
chairman of the district council. When-
ever we have some event at our school, 
we invite the district leader or chairman 
of the district council to give a special lec-
ture or report. 

The district leader has also listened 
to my lectures. He decided that these 
lectures shouldn’t be given just in this 
school but should be given to all the 
citizens of the district. As a result I was 
commissioned as a lecturer for civil 
defense training1 and from last year I 
have been giving lectures at the civil 
defense training sessions. This year I was 
commissioned as a member of the Advi-
sory Council on Democratic and Peaceful 
Unification. With this status, I am well 
treated as a semi-public official. When I 
take a plane I show them my ID card and 
I get a discount. I attend social gatherings 
and have the opportunity to socialize 
with many supportive people in the local 
community. 

Thus I am fortunate to hold a position 
through which I can influence local pub-
lic opinion.  

Last year on a celebration day for 
citizens in our district, awards were giv-
ing to those who contributed to society 
in eight different fields. Since I am the 
leader of an educational institution, I was 
recommended in the citizens’ harmony 
category and received an award. 

In the Jongno borough, there are two 
local newspapers, the Jongno News and 
the Jongno Journal. The president of the 
Jongno News is also the chairman of our 
Ambassadors for Peace Association. The 
president of the Jongno Journal has been 
on our Pyongyang tour. Therefore these 
two newspapers compete against each 
other to come out with articles on our 
church events. My picture also appeared 
in the “Who’s Who” section of one of 
the papers, as a minister of the Jongno 
Family Church and chairman of the True 
Family Principle School. 

The Jongno News has written about our 
true family movement and the Jongno 
Journal has mentioned our activities for 
the reunification of North and South 
Korea several times in columns. I have 
seen these two newspaper companies vie 
against each other, asking us for some-
thing to print as an article (which I con-
tribute myself), thus aiding in publicizing 
our movement. 

During the Peace Cup soccer tour-

nament, I sold two hundred tickets to 
the president of the Lifestyle Athletics 
Association. Through that I made his 
acquaintance; a while ago he asked me 
to take the post of  vice-president for the 
Association’s branch in Jongno borough. 

I also brought eighty people to Japan 
as a part of the overseas training of 
Ambassadors for Peace. We had a great 
time and they made sisterhood or broth-
erhood ties with Japanese.

Last November we went to Australia, 
met the Ambassadors for Peace there and 
heard a report on their activities. We are 
now preparing a trip to China. 

I was told that the period for the 
mobilized members would end in April 
2004, so I asked those members to find a 
person to replace each of them by April 
and have them participate in services to 
maintain ties with those connected to us. 

Although at first, we had not been 
able to penetrate the grassroots, because 
of these members we had an excuse to 
help make kimchi (as an initial activity) 
and could gain access at the grassroots 
level and convey our message. With 
these members at the front, the impos-
sible was made possible and we were 
gradually able to meet almost everybody 
in the area. So for one semester we had 
120 people apply paying 20,000 won as 
an entrance fees. Each week perhaps 100 
people, maybe 80 even on a low day, 
come to our classes and enliven the atmo-
sphere. 

Some of these good people have 
studied the Principle for as long as three 
years, have received education as ambas-
sadors for peace, and are founder mem-
bers of our mountain hiking outreach. 

They have completely positioned 
themselves as our mobile team, the 
“Cain” corps of our True Parents, ready 
to go anywhere at anytime for our 
events. We now always have two buses 
ready to go for any mobilization. With 
these people we can now meet anybody. 
On this basis, in 2004, in which the era of 
the peace kingdom has been proclaimed, 
I earnestly hope that the news of the 
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth 
can ring loudly through Jongno borough, 
one of central importance in the capital 
city. I believe this can stand as a model 
of Tong Ban Gyeokpa, breaking through in 
the neighborhood and community.u 

1 Civil defense training is required for all men 
in Korea for a number of years as a follow up 
to national military service
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Imagine people, mostly with families 
and in their forties and fifties, who 
respond in faith to Father’s call, fly to 

Korea for a couple of weeks and then find 
themselves appointed as permanent peace 
ambassadors to maintain the Korean offic-
es of the Interreligious and International 
Peace Council. These unsalaried appoint-
ments on the other side of the world from 
home and family for most of the 84 were 
gratefully accepted in the spirit of chal-
lenge that has characterized the best of our 
movement. Through mutual support and 
seizing opportunities that come their way, 
a contingent of peace ambassadors builds 
the mission from the ground up. To their 
advantage their outreach work receives 
some financial support from IIFWP in 
Korea.

To the advantage of Korea, this work is 
beginning to bear the fruit of its ecumeni-
cal inclinations: Recently, for example, a 
Christian minister moved in to live with 
the peace ambassadors in their accommo-
dations; and officers from different Chris-
tian ministries are starting to come to find 
out what the movement stands for.

At the International Community of 
Faith Breakfast on May 22, IIPC ambas-
sadors were host to some forty religious 
leaders from a broad spectrum of the 
international religious community. These 
included an Imam, some Christian ladies 

prominent in broadcasting (so much so 
that they declined to be in the final group 
photo for fear of public exposure as ecu-
menists!) and two Burmese monks.

Grand Mufti Dr. Abdul Wahab Zahid, 
a Pakistani (though Arabic-speaking) 
imam who has lived in Korea for twenty 
years as an elder of the Muslim com-
munity, had responded to a single tele-
phone call from IIPC volunteer Ing Keng 
Brandner. With two colleagues, he drove 
three hours from the southern provinces 
to Seoul to arrive at the event by 8:30 am. 
Due to another engagement he had just 
half an hour to speak before driving all the 
way back, but his words felt like a bene-
diction for all present: 

“We must love our neighbors. That 
means, as Mohammed said, 40 houses to 
the left of our house, 40 to the right, 40 
in front and 40 behind. My brothers, my 
sisters, we live in this world not to hate 
or fight each other. In this life, we live to 

make peace, to understand one another. 
In Islam, love means to understand each 
other. From a good couple, to a good fam-
ily, to a good society, a good country and 
a good world. We have to speak from our 
hearts, and be honest; say the same thing 
about someone when they are not present 
as we would say to his or her face. 

But I did not come here to tell you 
something so much as to meet you. I am 
a teacher, but not to make you believe my 
religion, but to encourage you to love your 
brothers and sisters. 

In Islam we pray five times a day. Why 
does God instruct us to pray five times 
daily? If we pray, we are thinking about 
God. If we think about God we naturally 
think about others. If we love others, we 
will love God. God directs us to pray so 
that we become good people.”

That our speaker, whose presence at 

the event was somewhat miraculous, 
expressed such a universalistic view of 
faith and life–and with such warmth-
surely qualified him for an immediate 
appointment as an ambassador for peace 
by Heaven. God is surely gathering those 
who will expand the peace kingdom.

The British-Japanese former-enemy-
nation guitar and voice duet that followed 
was the heavenly overture for IIPC peace 
ambassadress Dr. Roberta Burson’s Pow-
erPoint presentation on “The Strategies 
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Photos: Left: left to right, Rev. Chang 
Kwan-hyun (FFWPU International Office 
Director), Rev. Jeong Sun-ho (Responsible 
for IIPC in Korea), Dr. Roberta Burson 
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prays at the conclusion of the breakfast; 
bottom, Representatives of a diversity of 
faiths attended
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and Principles of Reconciliation,” was a 
call to reflection and action for guest and 
member alike. Dr. Burson, a great-grand-
mother whose husband gave his life more 
than fifty years ago in the Korean War, has 
come to Korea with the determination and 
heart to offer her own life in what is surely 
an extension of the same battle for peace. 
That is what the IIPC ambassadors do. 

Dr. Burson had worked with Christian 
ministers in her native United States, and 

brings the depth of that experience to bear 
here in Korea. 

And it will be interesting to see how 
Korean Christian leaders respond to such 
initiatives: in Korea, misinformation about 
True Parents’ life and work still circulates 
in Christian churches. Yet something 
must have moved the hearts of those who 
breakfasted that morning, for a number of 
ministers among those who participated 
have applied to attend the blessing as 

already-married couples, and 
another is even considering 
being matched. 

IIPC seems to be stepping 
into its role to remove the 
barriers that divide people of 
faith from one another.u

Julian Gray 
Today’s World
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An Embassy for Peace in Oceania
For 120 days in 2004, Australian members met each morn-

ing at 5:00 AM for prayer and a 500-bow condition in 
a building on Sydney’s George Street. The building, 

which had been purchased in August 2001, had required major 
renovations, and due to its inclusion on a list of historic build-
ings, there were restrictions on how the work could be carried 
out. Thus, time, money and both internal and external effort 
had been invested in the rebirth of the building as the Oceania 
Peace Embassy. 

Fittingly, a cosmopolitan crowd was on hand for the ribbon 
cutting at 10 am on May 22 that launched the peace embassy. 
Among the crowd were the Hon. Bronwyn Bishop, Member 
of the Australian Parliament from the Liberal Party, Prime 
Minister Edward Nipake Natapei of Vanuatu, Uganda Con-
sul-General in Australia James Lukabyo, Dr. Guz Nadir, a 
leader in the Afghan community, Osman Softic of the Bosnian 

Islamic Council of Australia, Sivanadian Perananthasivam of 
the Bahai faith, Rev. Lambert-Carter, former moderator of the 
Congregational Church of Oceania and Venerable Shigenobu 
Watanabe of the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia. 

The invocation was given by the director of the Crossroads 
Aboriginal Ministry, Ray Minniecon and there were presenta-
tions by, among others, Rev. Yong Chung-shik, the continen-
tal director, Dr. Thomas Walsh, Secretary-General of IIFWP 
International and Greg Stone of IIFWP Oceania. Seventeen 
Ambassadors for Peace were on hand and an additional six-
teen were appointed from among the high-caliber guests who 
had come to the event. There were altogether nearly four hun-
dred people on hand as the newly resurrected building, with 
its vaulted ceilings, beautiful dark wood trim and distinctive 
exterior began its life in the service of True Parents and in 
quest of permanent peace. u

Rev. Dr. Lambert-Carter, 
former Moderator of the 
Congregational Church 
of Oceania, congratulates 
Rev. Yong after the 
ceremony

During the 
ceremony:

Dr. Thomas Walsh, 
Rev. Yong Chung-

shik, Mrs. Yong, 
Prime Minister 

Edward Natapei of 
Vanuatu, and David 
Clarke, an MP from

New South Wales

Cutting the tape to 
open the building; 

at left is Pastor 
Ray Minniecon 
of  Crossroads 

Aboriginal Ministry 

Gathering outside the 
Peace Embassy just 

before the tape 
cutting ceremony

The Main Hall

The 
Oceania 

Peace 
Embassy
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Altogether seventy-two people, 
among them forty-six ambassadors 
for peace participated in the third 

in a series of European symposiums enti-
tled Living for the Sake of Others: The Life and 
Thought of Rev. Sun Myung Moon. This one 
took place in Spain from June 11—13. 

The venue this time was the Catholic 
convent of Los Corazones Sagrados de 
San Lorenzo de El Escorial, which mainly 
serves as a residence for nuns who have 
passed a certain age. San Lorenzo de 
El Escorial, forty-nine kilometers 
from Madrid by road and a 
thousand meters above sea 
level, is a former royal resi-
dence and owes its universal 
fame to its monastery, which 
was built by King Felipe II. 
The venue, though rather 
humble from a worldly view-
point (very tiny single bedrooms, the 
former cells of the nuns, and just 
bread, butter and jam for break-
fast), was nevertheless very 
much appreciated by the partici-
pants, many of whom came from 
a religious background. They felt 
that a convent was a more appropri-
ate place than a five star hotel to study the 
spiritual and religious teachings of Rev. 
Moon. 

The head nun was very friendly; we 
could use the small chapel for our staff 
meetings and morning hoondokhae ses-
sions, and the main church for interfaith 
prayer meetings. All of this was possible 
because of the long-standing and very 
cordial relations between the convent and 
our Spanish Unification movement. The 

participants included Catholics, Baptists 
and Anglicans from the Christian side and 
Muslims Buddhists and Hindus. Among 
the secular professions represented there 
were journalists, university professors, 
leaders of NGOs and one lawyer. Partici-
pants came from twenty-one European 
nations, from as far away as Albania 
and as near as neighboring Portugal and 
France. With seventeen participants, Ger-
many provided the largest delegation.

Lecture presentations were given 
on the Principle of Creation (in 

sections entitled “Our Rela-
tionship with God,” “Living 
for the Sake of Others,” 
“The Family as the School 
of Love,” “The Purpose of 
Life” and “The Spirit World 

and Physical World”); the Fall 
of Man; the Principles of the 

History of Restoration, which cov-
ered providential history all the 

way from Adam and Eve to the 
twenty-first century, and Rev. 
Moon’s Life and Work for World 
Peace. After the closing address 

given by Rev. Song Yong-cheol, 
president of IIFWP Europe, several 

participants came to the front and shared 
their impressions of the symposium. Rev. 
David Hart, an Anglican priest and uni-
versity professor, felt very welcome in the 
convent, it being a place of prayer. Here, 
in his words, he could learn a lot about 
the heart of God. Prof. Mohan K. Gautam 
from Leiden University in the Netherlands 
stated that each age has its own messiah or 
prophet and stated that Rev. Moon certain-
ly was such a person. Rev. Dr. Josef Hro-

madka, who served in the government of 
the Czech Republic just after the downfall 
of communism, appreciated the spirituality 
of the venue. The old history, in his words, 
was coming to an end while a new history 
would unfold with the theme living for 
the sake of others. Ms. Violeta Irgl, a young 
author from Slovenia, told about her near-
death experiences and testified to the pres-
ence of God during the seminar. She called 
upon all present to follow their hearts and 
start living for the sake of others.

Each morning before breakfast, forty 
minutes was set aside for an optional 
meditation session. The most impressive 
morning meditation took place on Sun-
day morning in the main church of the 
convent. Never before had this noble and 
ancient building heard not only Christian 
prayer from various adherents but Bud-
dhist chanting, Hindu worship, the recital 
of the Qur’an and readings from minority 
religions, such as the Latter Day Saints, 
Scientology and the Unificationist faith. 
Many participants later expressed the sen-
timent that this was the most beautiful and 
impressive interfaith prayer they had ever 
attended in their lives.u 
Source: Fritz Piepenburg/European Office
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in an Old Continent

Photos: top of page, Symposium participants 
at the monastery; middle, Spain National 
Leader Armando Lozano is MC; other 
photographs are of the symposium and its 
participants: Rev. Song Yong-cheol, FFWPU 
Europe Continental Director, is pictured in 
the photo directly 
below in discussion 
with a participant. 
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their child an opportunity to receive 
leadership training for a minimum of 
one year. We observe them through 
three forty-day periods. After the work-
shop they practice fundraising, witness-
ing and these kinds of things. 

Of course, there is no fundraising 
atmosphere in Liberia. It is very small. 
In one day you can go around the whole 
place. Still, they have to go out every 
day. We don’t get anything from it; it’s 
just for the purpose of training. They go 
through the first forty days when we tell 
them what they have to do. For the next 
forty days they have to do it themselves. 
For the last forty days, we don’t bother 
them. We want to see who can work out 
of their own motivation. After that we 
can decide, “Yes, this person.” So, that is 
our plan. 

One of the problems in Africa is that 
we lack developed human resources. 
We had an opportunity where if we had 
had university graduates, many of them 
would have gone into government. I had 
the opportunity, because, as a federa-
tion leader and personally, I have influ-
ence in the Civil Society. Right now, the 
Civil Society chairman has contested 
and gone into the House, and he can’t 
be a member of the House and be the 
chairman of the Civil Society. The only 
person he feels comfortable with taking 
over the leadership is me. He asked me, 
but I refused. For all the activities I’m 
involved in, I was not fortunate to com-
plete my university studies. 

Those people who are in government, 
we influenced their being there. So they 

have some allegiance to us–like all these 
parliamentarians who came along this 
time for True Parents birthday. 

We are all very much challenged and 
we just have to make a breakthrough 
somehow. In fact Gerald Coleman is 
now a commissioner of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. According 
to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
that brought this government to power, 
the president appoints people of integ-
rity to this commission in consultation 
with the Parliament. Gerald, for now, is 
providing office space for this commis-
sion and is also its acting chairman. His 

inclusion on the commission is a direct 
result of our federations’ diverse activi-
ties over the years. 

The general public looks on the Civil 
Society as a neutral, stabilizing force. 
So being in government and CSM-L 
is a conflict of interest. There are often 
peace conferences, regional and interna-
tional conferences, sometimes from the 
UN–you have to go there. Some institu-
tions have problems dealing with us 

now because of this. I have turned down 
numerous requests from core executives 
of CSM-L that I take over the chairman-
ship of the society. Accepting such a 
request would, in reality, create a seri-
ous vacuum in and be a setback for our 
federation’s activities.u 

1 Charles Taylor invaded Liberia from Côte 
d’Ivoire and proclaimed himself president in 
November 1989. Subsequently, one of Taylor’s 
commanders, Prince Yormie Johnson, who was 
fighting near the capital, split from Taylor’s 
group and fought to secure the presidency for 
himself. So, in the months prior to the Septem-
ber 1990 killing by combatants loyal to Johnson 
of Samuel Doe, who had been president of Libe-
ria since April 12, 1980, three men claimed to be 
the legitimate president. 
2 A regional leader in West Africa 
3 Also a regional leader in Africa at the time 
(later appointed continental director) 
4 President of the Interim Government of 
National Unity, November 1990-March 1994 
5 At that time the head of state was referred to 
as the Chairman of the Council of State. David 
Kpomakpor (b. 1944) held the post from March 
7, 1994-September 1, 1995 
6 A regional body created through the Treaty of 
Lagos in 1975 by 15 countries with the object of 
promoting trade, co-operation and self-reliance 
in West Africa. 
7 Founded August 7, 1990 specifically to help 
resolve the conflict in Liberia (MOG is for “Mili-
tary Observer Group”) 

Augustine and his wife were blessed with 
the 30,000 couples in 1992, and recently cel-
ebrated the birth of their fourth child.

Our Web Site: www.todaysworld.org
We have launched a Today’s World web site to help people find us 

more easily and to gain a general understanding of Today’s World’s 
purpose. It is a small beginning but the site already has some interest-
ing features, such as a section on the ongoing work with North Korea 
(including articles previously published in our magazine) 
and other sections looking back to major happenings ten and 
twenty years ago. As time and occasion permits, we will also 
post articles of general interest that were not included in the 
magazine due to limitations of space.

Subscription information is of course included, and vari-
ous ways to contact us easily. Information is on page 3.

News Service: If you are a subscriber, please be sure to keep us 
posted with your contact details. We have launched an initiative to 
bring news of happenings in Korea to you by e-mail (Today’s World 
Breaking News Service) and we therefore encourage you to always let 
us know your current e-mail address. 

How the providence is moving and who is moving it
Today’s World covers the main themes and trends of the provi-

dence through Father’s speeches (translated from the original Korean), 
analysis by our International President, and features and testimonies 
on significant projects and events–and the people who are involved 

in them. We make Today’s World to help leaders and 
members gain ideas and draw inspiration from the creative 
efforts in the global movement in all its diversity. It is a full 
color, historical reference for the benefit of future genera-
tions.
www.ffwpu.org

Please also look at www.ffwpu.org, the official web site of the 
FFWPU International Offices, through which news is being brought 
regularly to members throughout the world. The web site has a number 
of unique features such as a pilot beginners-level Korean course with 
video instruction, and a history of the Unification movement and its 
founders.
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Yafar Baikpeh, MP, visits the school

What is Going on in Today’s World?

Continued from page 27...Liberia
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As my central figure reminded us 
recently, Father not only gave 
us responsibility, he also gave 

us authority. That simple statement is 
quite powerful. I would like to couple 
that insight with a lesson I learned on the 
Israel Task Force in December 2003, as I 
begin my testimony.

Israel is a very special and beautiful 
land, the original chosen nation. You will 
easily fall in love with the Israeli people, 
both Jewish and Arabic. As we worked 
there, I realized that in looking from the 
Muslim viewpoint, I could accuse the 
Jews. Looking from the Jewish viewpoint, 
I could accuse the Muslims. In other 
words, both have committed wrongs and 
both have been wronged themselves. 
So in bringing about reconciliation and 
restoration, the only viewpoint that can 
be used is the vertical viewpoint, God’s 
viewpoint.  These understandings were 
very important recently in helping me 
to understand how to resolve a difficult 
situation within my tribe. 

My husband, children and I moved 
to my home state ten years ago. We ini-
tially focused on restoring damaged or 
neglected relationships. We did fairly 
well in this area, but there was no plan or 
set up in our state for teaching Principle 
to families, so there was no progress in 
that area. After a while, we became the 
state leaders, moved a little farther away 
and dived headlong into the clergy provi-
dence. Consequently, my tribe was nearly 
abandoned by us. 

Recently, some of my siblings began 
fighting, via e-mail. Nasty messages were 
being sent back and forth and copied to 
the rest of us. My initial reaction was to 
just delete these. I didn’t want to give 
my opinion or advice, because somebody 
would be estranged. Though my admoni-
tion to them might be correct from a sec-
ular viewpoint, if I were to admonish and 
estrange them, how much longer might 
their restoration take? At the same time, 
I realized I was responsible, because as 
their messiah it was up to me to educate 
them and take them to higher spiritual 

levels. What could I do?
I received the inspiration to imple-

ment a “daily wisdom” e-mail message. 
I composed a nice, simple letter, telling 
my siblings, cousins, and some nieces 
and nephews that I would be doing this, 
because most of us are so busy that we 
don’t feed ourselves spiritually. 

Each day I send out an email mes-
sage with an inspirational quote. By the 
third day, the nasty emails between my 
relatives had stopped; there was a short 
period when they sporadically reap-

peared, but I haven’t received any in over 
a month now. 

I initially began quoting from the 
Bible, focusing on passages that high-
lighted forgiveness and love.1 After a 
short time I used quotes from other 
religious sources, such as  Muhammad, 
Buddha and Gandhi. After about three 
weeks, I used Father’s poem “Crown 
of Glory.” After another week or two, 
I pulled four quotes relating to differ-
ent types of love from Father’s speech 
“Declaring the Era of the Peace King-
dom” given on Capital Hill on March 23.  
These were:
“The realm of conjugal heart is the love 
relationship that extends true lineage. In 
this, husband and wife each are grateful 
for the other having established them as 
an owner of love, and each learns true 
love through giving and receiving with 
the other. They enjoy learning of true love 
when the husband lives for the sake of his 
wife, even if it means sacrificing his own 

life, and the wife attends her husband with 
the heart of attending God. The perfection 
of the husband—wife relationship is pos-
sible only on this basis.” 

“The realm of parental heart is acquired 
naturally as parents go through the process 
of bearing children and then raising and 
educating them with true love. In other 
words, it is the heart that enables the par-
ents to own true love with respect to the 
children. Without children, no one can 
own love as a parent.”
 
“The starting point to unravel the prob-
lems humanity faces today is the certain 
knowledge of God, the Father of all cre-
ation and, on that foundation, the building 
of true families that live in attendance to 
God. This calls us to establish and attend 
God in our families, not as a concept but 
as the substantial Parent of us all. God is 
the original entity of true love, true life and 
true lineage, and He is the true parent of 
all people.”
 
“Each person has to shed the fallen 
nature that has passed from the Fall down 
through the generations, and achieve the 
perfection of his or her character. In other 
words, each person must be victorious in 
the struggle between mind and body. We 
cannot hope to win this fight without a 
foundation of absolute obedience to God, 
following Him even at the cost of laying 
down our lives.”

 
 I did not run these back to back. 

Whenever I’ve used excerpts from 
Father’s speeches, I immediately balance 
them with Biblical scripture. This is just 
to prevent anyone thinking I’m sud-
denly inundating him or her with my 
own “denominational philosophy.” Since 
America is a Christian nation, whenever 
I use quotes from other religious sources, 
I go back to using the Bible for several 
days. This is to avoid people thinking 
I’m trying to convert them to a “New 
Age” religion or anything. It might be 
important to note here that my family is 

Mary speaking 
in a Christian 
church
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Catholic. In America, 
Catholics tend to be 
more open-minded 
toward religious diver-
sity than Protestants 
are. If my family were 
Protestant, I would 
probably have to be a 
little more careful in 
my choices. People who 
take up this idea would 
need to work according 
to their own situations.

North American Continental Director 
Dr. Yang Chang-shik’s message in the 
December 2003 ACLC magazine yielded 
the following quote: 
“First, peace begins with the transforma-
tion of individuals in their relationship 
with God. Second, peace has its founda-
tion in the family, the school of love and 
morality, where basic virtues are learned. 
Third, peace emerges as people practice 
the ideal of true love by overcoming self-
ishness and learning to live for the sake of 
others. Fourth, barriers that divide people 
must be overcome-barriers of race, nation-
ality, religion, language, and culture. This 
is accomplished through the teaching, 
‘love your enemy.’”

Over the past several months, I’ve 
used quotes from various religious lead-
ers. I have also used quotes from politi-
cians that emphasized spiritual principles 
or public service. I’ve excerpted from 
John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address 
from January 1961 and Robert F. Kenne-
dy’s speech on the assassination of Mar-
tin Luther King, jr. in April 1968. 

These are several beautiful passages 
from Dr. King that I’ve used: 
“First, we must develop and maintain the 
capacity to forgive. He who is devoid 
of the power to forgive is devoid of the 
power to love.... Forgiveness does not 
mean ignoring what has been done or put-
ting a false label on an evil act. It means, 
rather, that the evil act no longer remains 
a barrier to the relationship. Forgiveness is 
a catalyst creating the atmosphere neces-
sary for a fresh start and a new beginning.”

“Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, 
adding deeper darkness to a night already 
devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do that. Hate can-
not drive out hate; only love can do that.”

“Hate scars the soul and distorts the per-
sonality....hate is an evil and dangerous 
force that brings irreparable damage to 
its victims...But...hate is just as injuri-

ous to the person who 
hates...(It) corrodes the 
personality and eats 
away its vital unity. Hate 
destroys a man’s sense 
of values and his objec-
tivity.”

“Love is the only force 
capable of transforming 
an enemy into a friend. 
We never get rid of an 

enemy by meeting hate with hate; we get 
rid of an enemy be getting rid of enmity.... 
As Abraham Lincoln said, ‘Do I not 
destroy my enemies when I make them 
my friends?’”

These are two other quotes from 
Father I’ve used:
“Everything should be a source of grati-
tude. In the morning when you see the 
sunrise, thank God. When you see the 
bright day or wind or rain or the beauti-
ful moonlight, everything just becomes a 

source of gratitude, thanking God every 
moment of the day. ‘God, thank you.’ By 
the water, ‘God thank you.’ When you 
sleep, even if only for five minutes still 
you say, ‘God thank you. Five minutes is 
good enough.’ When you kiss your wife, 
thank God. Living with God, walking with 
God, that is our way of life. Do you feel 
the excitement? Do you feel the bubbling 
enthusiasm?”     

“Freedom for all people has become a 
pursuit devoid Of God. Therefore it has 
lost its center. When people abandoned 
God as the proper center of freedom, they 
put themselves in that center. They began 
to deny cherished values of the past, 
including family and country. This is as 
dangerous as playing with fire when one is 
doused with gasoline. You can be burned 
up totally.”    

Of course, the very best quotes come 

from Father, but there are many good 
sources. What I select depends upon 
what I feel my family members may need 
at the moment. As we know, what Father 
says can be very strong! I’ve avoided 
using quotes that express strong judg-
ment, though I may eventually use those 
types as well. To quotations from Father, 
people have responded with “This is so 
deep!” “Very, very true.” “These are pro-
found and thought provoking.” and “I 
know what he’s talking about!”

Since I began this project, I’ve received 
numerous expressions of gratitude. My 
eldest sister, who is a Catholic nun, sends 
beautiful e-mail greeting cards in thanks. 
People I haven’t spoken with in ages are 
emailing me. Several people have told me 
they can’t wait to get to their computers 
each morning to see what is waiting for 
them.

Recently I was sick and didn’t do 
these daily inspirations for a week; I 
received so many e-mails asking me to 
please continue the emails! We have 
hoondokhae each day, but so many 
people have nothing. These little snippets 
of guidance mean so much to my family. 
Now the door is open for relationships 
that are more meaningful, and there’s 
a greater foundation to begin more in-
depth Principle teaching.

We are so busy that we think we 
can’t reach out. This takes me about ten 
minutes a day and has reopened a lot of 
doors. There are over thirty people on 
my list. Imagine reaching 30 people each 
day in only ten minutes! I do this right 
after hoondokhae, while in a focused and 
spiritual state of mind. I’ve also found 
that within one speech, I can easily find 
one week’s worth of e-mail material.

I believe that anyone who uses a 
method such as this will find themselves 
in a more respected position within their 
families, perhaps the “family sage.” Such 
a person will find that a path has been 
laid for successful tribal outreach.u

Steve and Mary Anglin were blessed in 1982
 
1 There are several good websites that make 
scriptural research easy. One of these is: 
http://bible.gospelcom.net/. This site will 
look up Bible passages for you if you only 
know a few key words. http://www.guide-
posts.org/index.asp and http://www.belief-
net.com/ are both good websites for little bits 
of inspiration.

Steve and Mary Anglin and family

This takes me about 
ten minutes a day and 
has reopened a lot of 
doors. There are over 

thirty people on my list. 
Imagine reaching 30 

people each day in only 
ten minutes!



No matter how strong the desires of the body, if you can willfully place greater force 
behind your conscience in accordance with the teachings of the Principle, your body will 
end up following your mind. If you cannot, you must strike your body through fasts and 
self-denial. If clear water continues to flow into a muddy pond, someday that pond will 
be clear again. You must not let your mind grieve anymore. Disobeying the call of your 
conscience and bringing sorrow to your heart will result in bringing sorrow to not only 

your parents but 
also your teacher and even God.

Rev. Sun Myung Moon
May 21, 2004
Yeosu, Korea 

Father and Mother fishing near Yeosu, May 19, 2004 


