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More than 70 Washington area 
Freedom Leadership Foun­
dation members rece ived So uth 
Vietnam's President Thieu at his 
ar rival at Andrews Air Force 
hase on Wednesday , April 4 . 
Carrying welcome signs and 
Vietnamese nags , they shook 
hands with Presiden t and Mrs. 
Thie u and Vice Pres id ent and 
Mrs. Agnew . 

A hard rain changed the 
President's o riginal plan of lan­
ding on the Ellipse in a helicop ­
ter . But the weather c leared a nd 
bro ught a crowd consis t ing of 
several hundred Vietnamese 
and a hundred Americans -..­
gathered by FLF - including 
st ud ents. government workers, 
and professors. The President 
was gree ted by red carpet and a 
bugle fanfare. After being 
welcomed by Vice President 
and Mrs. Agnew, he began to 
shake hands with o fficials . FLF 
staff member Judy Barnes then 
pr esented him with a bouquet. 

JUDY BARNES 
Jud y Barnes , originally from 

Denver , Colorado and now Ad ­
ministrative Assistant at FLF. 
recal Is : " When President Thieu 
first got of the plane, he obser ­
ved the crowd. After he ap­
peared to be satisfied, he waved. 
At first hi s face was straight , but 
then he broke into a smi le." Af­
ter he and his wife were presen­
ted with nowers by Miss Barnes 
and a Vietnamese student. " he 
walked happily to the crowd 
and began sha king hands . It 
must have been a nightmare for 
the Secret Service!" 

The reception received 
nati o nwid e coverage through 
UPI and major networ ks . 

President Thieu leaving airport. 

FLF 
Greets 
Nguyen 
Van 
Thieu 

The Freed o m Leadership. 
Fo undatio n was ho no red with 
an invitati o n to attend the 
receptio n given by the Viet­
namese Embassy t o 
commemorate Pr es ident 
Thieu's visit. Present at the 
reception were many offic ial s 
from the State Department and 
foreign embassie~. Also atten­
ding were Congressma n and 
Mrs. Philip C rane, Mayo r and 
Mrs . Walte r Washington, Mi ss 
Eleanor Schlafly, director of 
the Cardinal Mindszenty 
Foundation ; Harry Goldberg , 

~ 
Madame Thieu at April 6 recep­
tion. 

Asian affairs specialist of the 
AFL -C IO ; General Th o mas 
Lane and Dr. Walter Judd o f 
th e American Council for 
W o rld Freedom, Reverend 
Ri chard Wurmbrand , Dr . Carl 
McIntyre and two POW's . 

The reception , held at the 
Washington H ii to n , o ffered an 
exce llent o ppo rtunit y fo r 
friends and supporters of 
President Thieu to meet and 

Mayor Walter Washington greet­
ing President Thieu . 

talk with him . President and 
Mrs . Thieu slowly made their 
way around the ballroom, per­
sonal ly greeting everyone. 

R epresenting FLF were 
President and Mrs . Neil 
Salonen, Gary J armin, 
Secretary General; Patri cia 
H an nan , Executive Assistant ; 
Mich ae l Leone , Special 
Assistant; and Louise Berry, 
Editor, The Rising Tide. 

Cong. Phillip Crane and Louise 
Berry. 

To Build A Nation 
by James Cowin 

The United States has built up a stro ng sys tem 
of international a llian ces by helping the 
eco no mic recovery of friendl y nations who have 
exhausted their resources in past wars . The 
nations supported th e United Stat es in later 
co nfro ntati o ns with the Communists . Thr ee and 
a half billion do llars of M arshall Pl an aid 
helped Euro pe increase its strength to where 
NATO and the EEC are the strongest Wes tern 
mi lit ary and economic alliances. The Republi c 
of Korea. recipient of three billion dollars from 
the U.S. after the Ko rean War , is a strong 
bulwark aga inst Communism in the Far East. 

Broad Reconstruction 

The South Vietnamese wish to become as 
strong an ally as the natio ns mentioned above, 
but their economic strength, bled white by the 
war , must be developed as a pre-requisite . Large 
a reas of the country must be reconstructed. 
Cities such as An Loe and Quan Tri , levelled by 
artil lery and air bombardment, must be rebuilt , 
along with co untless villages, schools, roads and 
bridges. Funds are needed to resettle the ove r 
two million refugees and to aid the well-over 
half a millio n disabled , widows , and or phans . 
Over half a million acres of crop land , damaged 
by herbicides , need to be specially treated 
before cultivation can be restored . 

The American withdrawal is requiring further 
belt-tightening and transition . Dr . Nguyen Tien 
Hung, Associate Professo r of Economics at 
Howard University , writes that U.S. troops 
provided o ver three hundred million dollars a 
year in foreign exchange , jobs for I 50 ,000 
workers and indirect suppo rt for hundreds o f 
tho usands o f So uth Vietnamese . Replacements 
must be found for these sou rces o f income. 

The South Vietnamese may also enco unter 
difficulties with the upk eep of American -built 
facilities , acco rding to Dr . Hung . Mo dern ter ­
minals such as the port of Cam Ran h Bay o r T o n 
Son Nhut airport may fall int o disrepair because 
of lack o f funds for the development of ex­
perienced maintenance crews and adequat e sup ­
plies. Refugee farmers who wish to return 
!0 their land find that they must use 
mec hanized farming implements such as tractor 
and irrigation pumps to com pete with present 
land owners . Yet they have no funds to buy these 
goods. 

Huge Deficit 

The need for heavy imports o f co nsumer 
goods such as milk , pharmaceuticals , and light 
machinery to suppl y a war-ravaged po pulace 
had created a huge balance-of-payments deficit. 
In 197 1 the South Vietnamese imported 700 
mi lli on U.S. dollars worth o f goods while ex ­
porti ng on ly twelve million. In 1972 , they im­
ported 650 million dollars worth o f goods and 
expo rted 23 million . They wo uld like to export 
632 million by 1980 . 

Finally, the presence of an estimated 
145 ,000 to 175 ,000 No rth Vietnamese troo ps 
in their country and the cont inued Communist 
o ffensive in Cambodia will require the heavy 
burden of maintaining the I . I milli o n So uth 
Vietnamese armed · forces, a cost requiring 
almost 70 per cent of the-ir nationa l budget. 

T o meet these needs, the South Vietnamese 
have asked for a total of ove r fo ur billion 

_dollars in aid spread over a ten yea r period. Ap ­
prox imately 750 milli o n d o llars a year would 
be required fo r three years, with the aid 
demands levelling to o nly 95 millio n by 1980 . 

The So uth Vietnamese began planning for a 
post-war reco nstructi o n in I 969 . Plans by the 
ministries o f Agriculture and Public Works for 
reconstruction in their areas were drawn up and 
revised in 1971 and 1973 . A comprehensive 

national plan is now being developed . The plan 
cal ls for two yea rs reconstructio n and eight 
years capital development 1n which So uth Viet ­
namese ind ustries wo uld be expanded. Emphasis 
wo uld be placed on agricult ure, forestry, and 
light man ufact ur ing. The aim of this plan 1s to 
make South Vietnam totally self-sufficient by 
1980. 

Groundwork Laid 

During the war the groundwork for moder­
nization was laid . Through AID programs the 
South Vietnamese farmers modernized to the 
point where they increased rice production by 
ten percent from 1971 -1972 The introduction 
of better irrigation techniques. tractors, and 
chemical fertilizers and other mechanized 
techniques made 1t pos ible to introduce 
"mi rac le rice" and mas; produ lion of ch ickens. 
The farm ers who left the ir home villages for 
ci ties and o ther villages c reated a mobile wor k 
force . The Land 10 the Tiller program o f 1970, 
which distributed free land to tenant farmers, 
set the stage for a social revolution in the rura l 
a reas . Despite disputes o ver titles , abo ut half the 
land was repo rted distributed to the peasants by 
the time o f the Easter Offensive. 

The mos t far-reaching of a l I programs was the 
Economic Refo rm Program of 197 I . The 
program. which streamlined key governmental 
pr ocedures , was se t up to create an ad m 1n 1s­
tra1i o n whi ch co uld handl e a modern , sophisti­
cated eco nomy and would guarantee economic 
self-suffi ciency by I 980 . 

The program simplified administrative proce­
dures which had been a r bitra ril y determined . 
Fo r instance, there were 55 diffe rent tariff rates 
left over from the old French system. ARV 
tro o ps used special commissaries with ar­
tifi c ially low pri ces. Th e exchange rate of •.he 
piastr e was set a rt ificially low . The complicated 
and often unrea li stic procedures provided am­
ple o pportunity for bribery. 

The new reforms simplified tariff rares and 
licensing procedures , c utting down on oppor-
1un 1t1 es for graft. Bank interest rates were in­
creased to twenty percent, where a profit could 
he made. The banks co uld explain their services, 
g ivin g the peo ple an altcrnat1ve to the stree t 
venders who charged fift)-IO-sixry per cent on 
their loans. The ne" exchange rate. determined 
hy the market demand. 1s designed to 
eliminate m uch of the enormous black market 
that plagued the co untry 111 the height of U. in­
volvement. Si111:::,lified tax codes were set up to 
fie enforced by local villages. According to Viet ­
namese sources these reforms l'Cre carried o ut 
even during the Easter Offensive 

Attracting Industry 

After reconstruction the South Vietnamese 
plan is to ex port main ly rice and rubber and 

,then proceed to light industry . Their laws have 
been modified to attract industry , and the Feb . 
1973 ln vestmenr News from Vietnam lists in­
dustrial o ppo rtunit ies in ag ri culture, forestry, 
manufacturing and transpo rtati o n , co nstructi o n , 
and special services whi ch are eligible for tax 
privileges . 

The So uth Vietn amese plan to trade mainly 
within So utheast Asi a, but they have made 
studies to determin e export markets in Japan , 
West Germany , the United States and 
Singapo re . A trade agreement already exist$ 
with the Republic o f China. 

The So uth Vietnamese appear to have 
ex hibited the desire and po tential necessary to 
fulfill their economic needs . From the stand­
point o f mo ral choice and fr o m return o n U.S. 
dollars spent, South Vietnam seems like a 
,go od investment. 



page two - THE RISING TIDE - april 23, 7973 

PO W's . -- Their War 
and Victory By Neil Salonen 

The completion of the release of the 
562 U.S. P.O .W .·s acknowledged by 
H anrn fias enabled the ret urn ed prison ­
ers 10 tell their full stories without fear 
of re1al iation agai ns1 fcl low inmates 
Their stories revealed the North Vici '. 
namesc 10 he extremely cruel prison 
wardens. 

American P.O. W.'s were held in five 
pri son camps around Hanoi. 1he .. Ha -
noi Hilton" downtown, the " Zoo ," 
named after peepholes in the doors 
!~rough which North Vietnamese 
would stare at the prisoners . " Briar ­
patch," "Dogpatch," and "Plantation 
Gardens." According to US News and 
W o rld l?l'por/. a member of the Inter ­
national Commission on Control and 
Supervision described the faci I ities as 
"pretty grim." Prisoners slept on 
wooden pal lets and straw mats . Holes 
in the floor served as toilets . 

Prisoners lived on two sparse meals a 
day. consisting of cabbage or pumpkin 
so~p with bread or rice, rarely meat. 
Prisoners were not al lowed to receive 
Red Cross parcels of food. but most ap­
peared healthy even though some Jost 
up lo 50 lbs . 

The prisoners told repeated stories of 
torture . degradation and humiliation . 
Some were put in solitary confinement 
tor up to three years. Prisoners experi­
enced continued indoctrination attem­
pts - reports of antiwar demonstra -: 
lions. racial conflicts and unemploy - · 
men! at home. as we) I as battlefield 
news which indicated that the U.S . was 
losing the war . All such attempts were 
ineffective, however. · 

The Communists also restricted pri ­
soner mail to only a few token letters . 
US News reported that letters contain­
ing had news were delivered almost im ­
mediately. while letters containing 
good or reassuring news were delayed 
for months or not delivered at all 

M,ist P.O .W.'s survived their m.a l­
treat men t through religion . exercise 
and communication. Prisoners held 
services once or twice a week and many 
prayed dally. especially when being tor­
tured . Exercise prevented boredom and 
kept their bodies from running down. 
Through Morse Code tapping on the 
wal I. prisoners undergoing serious tor­
ture were strengthened. The prisoners ' 
ordeal. termed the .. Battle of Hanoi ." is 
a testimony to the strength and deter­
mination of Americans to hold out un ­
der extreme adversity. 

A report recently written by the Sen ­
ate _Com mittee on Internal Security . 
subt1tled "Communist Treatment of 
Prisoners of War ... describes Commun­
ist motives: " P .O. W .'s are not human 
beings hut political pawns - to he bro­
ken psychologically so they can be used 
against their own country and to be ex­
ploited . without pity of any kind. as in­
struments of political warfare ... " 

Air Force Colone) Robinson Risner 
reported at a press conference that the 
prisoners were severely tortured - first 
for military information . then to force 
the prisoners to "submit totally" to the 
will of the guards. to make radio 
broadcasts. and to condemn the U.S. 
Government at special press conferen­
ces. 

.ROBINSON RISNER 

Examples of torture included: 
tightly binding the prisoners with ropes 
11110 grotesque positions which caused 
the ir arms to fall o ut of their sockets 
and jamming their feet into their 
mouths: attaching 60-lb. iron bars to 
the an kles and _tying the prisoner to a 
stool so that his legs wo uld hang down 
until the weight of the bars crushed his 
an kl e hones and nerves Prisoners 
co uld thereby contract blood poisoning 
or lose their feet from lack of circula­
tion. 

The tortures. especially the bindings 
and the iron bar. would last until the 
P.O. W. would agree to write what the 
Communists wanted. In an interview 
with Kathryn Johnson of the Associ­
ated Press reported in the Washin{ll on 
Swr-News . Navy Captain Je remiah A. 
Denton , Jr .. senior P.O. W. officer at 
the "Zoo" in I 965 and I 966. reported 
that the Communists wanted him to 

Officers awaiting release at Gia Lam 
Airport, North Vietnam . 

write an autobiography. They tortured 
him for six nights and seven days . "I 
was like an animal. .. not even a healthy 
animal. I was pretty much of a vege­
table .. mentally I was at about 5% at 
the end o f the torture ." He finally gave 
1n and wrote a harmless autobiography. 
Colonel Norman C. Gaddis reported 
that he was the first senior officer to be 
captured by the North Vietn amese. 
They thought that . due to his rank . he 
had access to all the war plans against 
the North Vietnamese . T o obtain this 
"info rmation." they interrogated him 
for three weeks. He was tortured four 
times during the first 48 ho urs . includ-1 
ing eight hours with the 60-lb. ankle 
bar. After his torture he required medi­
cal treatment for a month and needed 
almost eight months for recovery. After 
his interrogation. he spent the next 
thousand days in solitary confinement. 

The " Battle of Hanoi " was clearly 
o ne battle the Americans won . Capt. 
Denton in his interview said that the 
P.O. W . resistance to Communist de­
mands "forced them to be brutal with 
us . This policy was successful in that 
the consequent exposure of their bru­
tality ultimately caused U.S. public and 
official pressure to bear so heavily on 
our captors that treatment was even­
tually improved (in I 969) and o ur 
honor was preserved." 

Captain Denton himself helped lead 
the way . ·He revealed in his interview 
that the Communists had been tortur ­
ing him to weaken his will for a press 
conference in April I 966 . The tortur­
ers had been preparing him through all­
night political sessions (in which he was 
told that 'the Russians won Wo rld War 
II by defeating the Japanese the war 
in the South was- to be decid;d not by 
bombing but by land warfare and that 
the United States was butchering the 
North Vietnamese people') . 

At the "conference." a Japanese re­
porter "obviously oriented to their side 
gave_ me this long talk designed to put 
me 1n the position of either endorsing 
the killing of civilians ... or condemning' 
my government." 

He said he thought of his wife's com­
ment about the "press conference" 
American U-2 pilot Francis Gary 
Powers had been forced to ho Id in 
Moscow aner he was shot down by the 
Russians in I 960. that it would have 
been "great" if Powers had found the 

courage to sabotage the propaganda 
show by saying nothing. 

He replied to the reporter, " . .. What­
ever my government is doing I agree 
with it and I will support it as long as I 
live." He said almost the same thing in 
another interview. argued with Austra­
lian Communist Wilfred Burchett and 
"rud ely walked out" on a Chilean 
Communist reporter . 

He was of course retortured for 
"misbehaving" Hi s legs were so tightly 
shackled that "it was like ge111ng a 
sprained ankle every second It was the 
closest I ever came to losing my mind 
I got through that long night by pray-
111g, 1ust lasting one minute at a 111ne . a 
second at a time" 

The Communist goal. 1solat1ng the 
prisoners to break down their morale 
was thwa.rted . Prisoners would whistl~ 
Morse Code under the eel I doors or 
would tap code on the walls . After a 
prisoner was tortured . "somebody 
... would get on the wall and thump 
thro ugh to him and say. 'We're with 
you buddy .. We know what they ' re do -
111g to yo u . God bless you . H ang on . 
It ' ll be over one of these days ... · You 
were able to take a lot more and come 
back quic ker for anot her close ." 

Americans ca ptured by the Viet Cong 
suffered far worse than those in the 
No rth . Maj or Floyd Kushner. the cap­
tured U.S. medical officer . bitterly de­
scribed hi s "starvation" diet . There was 
a "complete lack of protein ." Pri sone rs 
ate " red . rotten , sandy rice. full of wee­
vils ... that had been hidden in the jun­
gles for years." 

Malaria was quite prevalent. and so 
was dysentery . The men were too weak 
to _reach the latrine so they dropped 
their waste all over their cells. Kushner 
said that after six to eight months in 
captivity a man had lost 40-50% of his 
body we ight . had chills. swollen inter­
nal organs. feet . and ank les . He had 
running sores all over his body. suf­
fered horribly from dysentery and was 
un able to work . But to survive he did 
slave labor and carried hundred-pound 
bundles over mountains. 

Kushner said that from I 965- J 97 J. 
when the camp disbanded, 27 Ameri­
cans passed through it. Ten died in his 
arms. two because "it's just too hard 10 
live ." Three out of five West German 
nurses also died as a result of the harsh 
jungle conditions. 

A 
FLOYD KUSHNER 

The stories about to rture of the U .S. 
P.O. W .'s c ut the righteo usn ess out from 
under anti-war radicals . who had 
praised the Communist North . Smith 
Hempsto ne in the April 7 Washing1on 
Siar-News ridiculed Jane Fonda a nd 
Ramsey Clark for their statements 
about the good health of the prisoners. 
Fonda was described as another T okyo 
Rose and Clark as Lord Haw -Haw . the 
Axis radi o propagandist of Wor ld War 
II. Clark's intelligence in particular 
came under suspicion; Hempst one was 
puzzled that a man of such high office 
could be so duped by the Communists. 

Leftist_ anti-war leader Tom Hayden 
was JUSllfiably blasted for calling the 
freed P .O.W .'s "liars. hypocrites and 
pawns of President Nixon." 

In April the Washington Post reported 
tha_t Jane Fonda was burned in effigy 
while addressing a crowd of I .200 stu­
dents at the University of So uthern 
California. 

Cover: Air Force Major Hubert 
Flesher is welcomed home by Colonel 
Emil Wenzel. (Photographs courtesy 
of U.S. Defense Department) 

American 
Council 
for World 
Freedom 

The American Council for World 
Freedom , coordinating group of re ­
presentatives from the country 's most 
prominent anti-Communist organi1a -
11ons . held its annual mee11ng 1n 
Wash1ng1nn . D .C. . on April 6 -7 . The 
mee1111g was opened Friday night with 
a speech by Reverend Richard Wurm ­
brand . a Lutheran minister who had 
been imprisoned by the Communists 
for many yea rs . Reverend Wurm ­
brand is the founder and director of 
"Jesus to the Communist World. " 
which helps support underground 
ch urches behind the Iron Curtain . 

According to Patri cia Hann an . FLF 
exec utive assistant, Reverend Wur m ­
brand "gave a really beautiful and in­
spiring speech about the absolute ne ­
cessity that we love the Communists " 
Reverend Wurmbrand gave several 
examp les of what he meant . One wo ­
ma n . for instance. whose son was tor ­
tured to death. con tinu o usly prayed 
for the torturer . One day when she 
was stand ing guard outside a barn 
where a group of Christians were se­
cretly_ worshipping. a soldier came by 
surprise and grabbed her . She instinc­
tively knew tha t he was her son's tor­
turer . She said : ' 'I've waited and 
prayed for yo u so long ." H e couldn ' t 
resist this love . She took him into the 
barn ; everyone was. of course . ho rri ­
fied . But she said. "On ly his uniform 
is Communist. Hi s heart is newborn 
Christian ." 

According to Reverend Wurm­
brand. one way 10 conquer Commun­
ism is 10 spread the word of Jes us so 
that the people can no longer believe 
in Communism . T o do this. his or ­
ganization sends Bibl es behind the 
Iron Curtain . Some Bibl es are dis ­
guised to look like Communist hooks : 
many are rlaced in plastic bags and 
dropped into off-shore waters so 1ha1 
they will wash up on the beaches ·and 
be picked up . 

Reed Irv ine and J .A . Parker were 
elected to the Board of Directors at 
the Saturday business meeting. replac ­
ing Dr . David Rowe and John Fisher 
who have resigned Mi ss E leanor Sch -· 
Jany, director of the Cardinal Mind ­
szen1y Foundation. opened discussion 
on the prospect of having the I 974 
World Anti-Communist Leage con ­
ference in the United States . This was 
well-received and supported by many 
organizati ons. including FLF . 

Activity reports were then made b, 
the Cou ncil Against Comm uni st Ag­
gression. Young Americans for Free­
dom. the Captive Nations Committee. 
the Christian Anti-Communist Cru ­
sade . the Committee for Free China 
the Senate and H o use Int ernal Securi'. 
ty Subcommittees. the Pink Sheet. the 
Free Asia Speakers Burea u . the Uk­
rainian Congress Committee of 
America. Twin Circle. the Church 
League of America. the Cardinal 
Mindszenty Foundation. the Institut e 
for American Strategy. the American 
Security Council, and the Freedom 
Leadership Foundation . In reporting 
for FLF . President Neil Salonen high­
lighted the Rising Tide, the Wo rld 
Freedom Institute. and the acquisi­
tion of a new headquarters office with 
expanded faci liti es . 

Rev. and Mrs. Richard Wurmbrand 



Dealing with ·Dissidents 
--One Way or Another 
A New Way Out 

When 1he train fr o m Mosco w c ree ps 
into 1hc northern te rminus in Vienna 
and 1he latest co ntin gen t of Russian 
Jc" s leave their ca rri ages. it is ap t to 
ha ppen no wad ays that a man will walk 
up to I he rcpresen lat ive of the Jewi sh 
Agen cy who has come to we lco me the 
new arriva ls in transit to Israe l and say. 
" I am no t a Jew . I have left Russ ia 
against my will." 

Wise to Leave 

Early in February Pyo t r Ja k ir turned 
up . H e is the son o f General Jona Jakir . 
who was a vi ctim o f the Stal in purges . 
Mo re recently 23-year -o ld Andrej 
D ubrow , a jo u rnalist fro m Mosco w. 
arrived by AeroOot ,_ and he subsequent ­
ly gave an in terview to the Vienna week­
ly Wocherrpresse which thro ws a lit ­
tle light o n the present sit uatio n in the 
dem ocratic o ppo sitio n , o f which bo th 
D ubro w and Jakir were leading mem ­
bers. The ar rest o f Jakir , said Dubro w , 
was a seve re bl o w to the o ppos iti o n . 
The "o rganized movement " is very 
small a ltho ugh o ppositi o n as such is 
widespread . Jakir had warned hi s 
com rades tha t if subjected to "i ntensive 
treatment" he would inevi tab ly suc­
c um b and reveal their names. and this 
1s what happened . Bu t 10 start with . 10 
avoid tnternat1ona l repercussio ns . 1he 
a utho rities took a relatively o ft line 
Lat aut umn Dubrow was first of all 
told that he would be wi e 10 leave the 
co untry for Israel -- thi 1s to all intents 
and purposes 1hc only exis ting route 
tnlo 1he capitalist world . 

H ow cager they were to get rid of 
Duhrow can be seen from the fact that 
1he a u thorities waived the usually 
ob l1ga1 ory (though varying and 1ncon­
s1stently imposed) m1grat1on tax . which 
1s a refund of 1he cos1 of educa11on He 
"as actually standing on the airfield 
last ovember when his passport was 
"ht ked away from h,111 H e wa to give 
evidence for the prosecution in the trial 
<>f Pyotr Jak,r but refused and was put 
1n10 a lunatic asylum But his fate 
chang~d once again. W1thou1 the 

sl 1g h1es1 warning he was given h,s 
papers. bro ugh t 10 the airport and pop­
ped 1n10 the plane for Vienna H e has 
no" left for the U.S.A . 

Pessi mi stic 
Du brow wa pess1m1s11 c abo ut the 

o utl oo k fo r the democ ra11c oppos 111on 
1n Russia . " The persecuti o n of the 
dem ocrats" he sa id .. ,s considerably 
more severe th an the harassmen t of 
people he ld 10 be Zi o nists , who can be 
acc used of not hin g o the r than that they 
wish to leave the wor ke rs' and peasants' 
par adise ." H e said tha t Alexander 
So lshenitzyn (w hose brother-in - law 
Juri Stein , inciden1ly , a rrived in 
Vienna not lo ng ago) had no direc t 
co ntact with the democratic o p ­
position, but is highly respected by it s 
members . Until rece ntl y it was 
So ls hen itzyn ·s o pini o n that members o f 
the resistan ce . like himself, should stay 
o n in Russia at a ll costs . But he has 
no w saying that when faced with the 
a ltern a tive (as Dubro w was ) of Siberia 
o r leav ing the co untry , he co uld under ­
stand it if peo ple were to c hoose the 
latt er . 

Die Wochenpresse repo rts that a 
recent prominent emigre. Victor 
Perlmann. former member of the 
editorial staff Literaturnaja Gazeta, 
had this to say abo ut the relat1onsh1p of 
patr1011c Jews to the democratic un­
derground movement There had a l 
o ne time been a very close con tact bet­
ween them . After the Six-Day war 1n 
1967. more particularly after the oc­
c upatio n of Czechoslovakia in 1968 . 
the Jews had g iven up all hope of 
l1bcralisati on in the Soviet Union. As a 
result they broke off coniac t w11h the 
opposi ti on 1n order no! to give the 
author111es one more charge against 
them that they were no1 o nly Zionists 
but co un1er -revo lut1onaries as well . 

Another lunatic 
Leonid Plyushch 

Like General Pyotr Gr,gorenko 
before h11n. another of 1he leaders of 
the c1v1l rights movement ,n the USS R 

. ..- .,..,,,, ........ ~\ ... , ( ... - ., 
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Medvedev Defends Solzhenitsyn 
Zhores Medvedev has responded to 

an attack on Solzhenitsyn appearing on 
the Op . Ed. page of the New Yo rk 
Times. The critic. a "Soviet Commen­
tator ," cha rged the Solzhenitsyn was a 
wealthy misfit. Medvedev's reply to the 
New York Times said in part : 

"On Jan . 8, 1973. The New York 
Times published an article by Semyon 
Vladimirov on Aleksandr Solzhenit ­
syn's financial an d personal affai rs. If 
Semyon Vl adimirov can publish in The 
Tim es such false stories about my good 
friend , shouldn ' t I answer him with the 
simple truth ? 

"Vladimirov wrote that Solzhenitsyn 
o wns a "sturdy , two-storied building 
o n the bank of a picturesque river" not 
far from the town of Narofominsk , and 
that pictures of this house have been 
published by the magazine Stern. 

" In reality, Solzhenitsyn has a small 
house near Narofominsk , and I have 
v,.,ted him there many times . Here is 
the real photograph, taken in 1969 , of 
•his "two-storied building." The picture 

needs no comment. Howeve r , I wo uld 
like to say that this house has o ne small 
room, and state regulations do not per ­
mit any heating sys tems ,n such summer 
"houses" and d o not perm11 their use 
for living. but on ly as a place to stay 
during summer ... . 

" Vladimir did no t mention the name 
of the " picturesque river " and I under ­
stand why . It is not a river at all, but a 
narrow stream a boy can j ump over . 
Nobody can find this " river" o n a map 
of the Moscow region . The nearest 
small river , the ara, is about ten miles 
from Solzhenitsyn's " ho use ." 

"Everybod y knows that Solzhenitsyn 
has not received a "Moscow residence 
permit" (pr o piska) and Vladimirov cer ­
tainly understands tha t if the writer 
came to live with his "real" wife , N. 
Svetliva, in her four-room flat (but no t 
four-bedroom flat -- where she lives 
with her three sons and her father and 
mother) for a period of mo re than two­
three days , he would be fined for the 
first offense and sentenced in the case 
of repeated violations of this police 
!rule ..... " 
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has no w been found insane and senten­
ced to indefinite detenti o n in a mental 
asy lum . 

He ,s Leonid Plyushch , who was 
declared to be mad because he suffers 
fr o m " ideas o f reform making ." By this 
standard Plyushch has been " insane " 
for at least five years, because it was in 
1968 that he first came to prominence 
in the movement for reform . 

Plyushch was born in I 940 and is a 
mathematician , like Yesenin -Vo lpin , 
who has also frequent ly been declared 
'• insane" but who was at last allowed 
to em igrate in 1972 . In 1968 Plyushch 
pro tested against the misco nduct of the 
Galanskov-Ginzburg trial in a letter 
which he sent IO K o msomo lskaya 
Pra vda. It expl a in ed precisely why he 
fo und that the descrtpllon of the trial 
in The Chronicle of Crrenr Everrts was 
much mo re conv 1nc 1ng than the 
published record. eedless to say. hi s 
letter was no1 pub I ,shed by K om­
som o /skaya Pra vda. 

Proof of In sanity 

In 1969 he gave further proof of his 
" insanity". when he joined sixteen 
o ther leaders of the c ivil rights struggle 
in a declara11on of solidar11y w11h 
Czechos lova kia . II sa id . 

"On 2 1 August of las t year a tragi c 
event took pl ace: Czecho lova ki a. a 
friendly co untry. was in vaded by War ­
saw Pact troops . The a im was to pul a 
stop to the democratization in 1ha1 
co untry . The whole wo rld had been 
fo ll owi ng 1he pos t -Ja nuar y develop­
men ts there w11h hope. It seem ed 1hat 
the idea of socia lism . whi ch had been 
discredited und er Sta lin . would now be 
rehabilttated . The Warsaw Pact tanks 
destroyed 1h1s ho pe . .. 

By this time Plyushch had Joined the 
Action Group for the Defense of 
Hum an Rights Comm1ss10n asking 1t to 
investigate the v1olat1ons by 1he USSR 
of the right to hold independent beliefs 
and 10 propagate them by legal means 
Plyushch was one of 1he fifteen 
s1g na1 or 1es of thi s le11er 

As a result . the KGB began an at ­
tempt to break up the Action Group ,n 
September , 1969 l n1erroga11ons of six 
of the members began rn Moscow and 
1n October. I 969. house searches by 1he 
secret police began at the homes of 
Gorbanevskaya and ot hers 

I n Ki ev. the Ukran,an KGB 
simultaneously carried o ut a search of 
the flat belonging 10 Pl yushch 1n 1he 
hope of finding evidence aga 1n s1 Oleg 
Bakht1 yarov. a Ukran ,an student who 
had been arre ted under Article 62 o f 
the Ukranian Cr iminal Code, fo r "a nt1 -
Sovie1 agitation and pro paganda" 

M an uscr1pts wrllten by Pl yushch 
were confiscated and he was in­
ter rogated at length both abo ut h, s let ­
ter to the UN and about the case of 
Bakhtiyarov (the latter·s crime was to 
have been fo und in possessio n o f some 
o f the wo rks o f Berdyayev). On bo th 
co unts Plyushch refused to testify , but 
even so in I 970 Bakhtiyar ov was sen ­
tenced to detentio n fo r three years . 

In 1969 the Acti o n Group 1n 
Khark ov had o ne member . Genrikh 
Altunyan , and e 1gh1 suppo rters . a l I of 
whom were engin eers. On the day afte r 
the trial of Altunyan . in November 
I 969 . the flat of o ne o f 1he eng ineers. 

edobora. was searched al a 1,me when 
bo th Pl yushc h and Irina Yaktr were 
pre ent They " e re hoth detained . and 
after a personal search . reports of the 
trial of Al1unyan were confiscated from 
them Al1unyan was sentenced to r 1hc 
manufacture and c1rcula11on of 
d oc u men IS d ,sered 111ng the Sov 1c1 
po l111cal and oc,al system He wa 
given thr ee years 111 a labour camp 

Arrested Once More 
On 14 Januar y. 1973. Pl yushch "a, 

arrested by 1he KGB 111 Ki ev and 
cha rged und er Article 62-"a n11 -So, ,et 
act 1vi1 y" Nine of ~ .. supporrers. ,n_ .. 
e luding five members of 1hc cllon 
Group circ ulated an open appeal to 1he 
S<iv1e1 author111cs for h, release ,n 
"htch the) "role 

" In o u r s1a1c on!) 1hc madman dares 
10 fight aga inst 11s shortcomings, on!\ 
1hc lun a11c speaks o u1 about v1ola11on-, 
of hi s rights .. 

As 1fto co nfirm 1hc truth o f 1he1r b 11 -
ter sarcasm. a co urt 111 K iev has nov. 
scn1cccd Plyushch to 1ndefin11e dc1cn-
11on 111 a menial home The trial was 
held 1n ca mera. 

C(IS/-illes1 D1geS1 , l,ondon. March / 'J 73. 
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No Exit Without a Price 
by Dumitru Danielopol 

Nico lae Cea u e cu is prac ti c ing a 
racket 'Ytth Ro manians who wan! to 
leave the co untry that 1s Just as ob­
noxious as that empl oyed by the 
Soviets. 

A Prof itabl e Bu si ness 
Like tt o r no t , there ,s rea l money 

,n the sale o f people and passports 
from all Eastern Europe. a nd 
wou ld -be em igrant s a re bled dry. 

H ere 1s ho w it o pe r ates 1n 
Romania 

An application for a pass po rt 
cos ts 170 lei . The va lue of the lei in 
rela tion to 1he do ll ar va ri es so much 
that II ,s 1mpos ible to tran late 1t 
accurately 1n terms of .S. pur ­
chasing power. but 1t sho uld be 
remembered that the average salary 
tn Ro mania ,s aro und 2.000-2,500 
le, per month One passpo rt ap­
plicatio n costs abo ut two days work. 

If the pas port 1s refused . the fee is 
not returned - any new ap plica tion 
costs ano the r I 70 le, Requ ests of­
ten are refused six and seven t imes 
so the game ca n be very cost ly . 

Two additional fees are required . 
They to tal 55 lei each tim e and if 
the passport itself is a ppro ved it 
costs 300 le i, part of whi ch is in 
hard currency. 

Since no Ro manian is entitled to 
have foreign exchange, the would-be 

e m1 gran1 mu t requ est 1t from a 
friend and re la11 ve abroad 

If the emigrant ,s lucky eno ugh to 
get his passpo rt o n the fir st 1ry he 
will have paid 525 le i. o r ro ughl y a 
wce k·s pay Then comes ano th er 
swindle 

Whe n the passport 1s approved 
every person mus! make an ap­
pl 1ca11o n fo r a renunc1at1 o n o f 
Roma n ,an c1t1zensh1p That cos t 
I .000 let o w 1he "a nte" ,s up to 
1,525 . well ove r 1wo weeks pay 

T he Cost of a Person 

Even thi s doesn't end the s1<> ry 
R oman ia 1s s ttll pract1c1ng a 
rem un era11ve " wh11e s lave trade .. It s 
hard -cash agent s used 10 o perate 
fr o m London but now they have 
moved to Wes t Germany 

Peo ple 1n Western co untri es who 
have hard cas h can negotiate 1he 
release fr om Roman ,a o f friends and 
relatives . The price fluctuates in ac­
co rdan ce with the means o f the p::.r ­
chaser. In 1972 the bo tto m price per 
person was $3,000 . Thi s year it has 
gone up to $5,000 per perso n . 

There are differences between 
Soviet and Roman ian tactics but the 
prin ci ple -- o r the lack o f it -- is ,~ 
consistent with Communist dogma . ·• 
Peo ple are o nly chattel in any Red .-f 
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Their Path 
to freedom 

Guillermo and Maria Rodriguez live 
in a h1g old house in Takoma Park, 
Maryland. near where he works as a 
main1enance man In his spare time he 
takes photographs . Nol an unusual life . 
Excepl that 11 has had some unusual in ­
terruptions . 

Mr Rodriguez' life was similar in 
Cuha in the early i 960's He was a pro­
fessional ph o 1ographer and was going 
lo a seminary 10 hccomc a Seven1h-Day 
Advent1s1 m1n1stcr In 1965. he applied 
lo come lo the Un 11ed States Noth1 ng 
happened Then the sem 1nary was 
closed several months hefore he was to 
receive his degree Mr Rodriguez con­
tinued to work 1n his photography 
s1ud10 and did what he could to help 
his friend s leave Cuha. S1ill nothing 
happened 

Then o ne day 1n I 969 he got a notice 
to repo rt to the po lice s1at1on He 
though! mayhe a1 last he could come to 
1hc Un 11cd States. So he eagerly went. 
When he gol there . he found 3,000 men 
10 1he 1ailyard ,;;.You arc the worst 
people in this 1:ountry." said a voice 
over the loudspeaker "The really good 
people work hard to help Cuha Yo u 
must also work hard hefore you go 10 
the United States You will work on a 
sugar planta11<>n s1art1ng no w" They 
v.erc loaded 1n1 0 30 trucks Mr Rod­
riguez had no way 10 ge1 111 !ouch "1th 
his wile. v.ho had 10 wait quite some 
time hcforc lind1ng o ut what had hap ­
pened to him 

"I don ' t know where we went," said 
Mr Rodriguez "There were no houses 
- only sugar cane . There was an area 
in the middle o f the field with a roof 
over It which was to he o ur home from 
then on After we started to work an 
old man said. ·we arc 1n prison I think 
the hest 1hing to d o 1s pray · He asked 
me to pray . In the middle of that open 
field I prayed : 'God. we don'! know 
anything' Please help us.'" 

Mr . Rodriguez explained that 1heo­
re11cally he was given a "age tor c utting 
cane_ Bui the quorn was high . and he 
had to pay for his food. As a result. he 
owed the plantatwn money at 1hc end 
of each month "The food was very 
had We had Russian mca1. which v.as 
full of fat. for dinner. For hreakfasl 
and lunch we had water and sugar in 1t 
and a piece of hread. For 1us1 this we 
had to pay $ I .00 a day " 

Mr. Rodriguez cut cane for over a 
year As soon as he got used 10 one 
plan1ation. he was moved to another 
w11h worse conditions "This was hap- ' 
pening in all provinces." he explained 
" I was one of thousands" The plan wa 
to hreak the will of anyone wan1111g to 
leave Cuha "If anyone said. ·1 don ' t 
wan! to go to the U.S.. I wan! 10 stay 1n 
Cuha.' he could leave 1he plan1at1on . go 
back to 1he city. and gel his job back 
Bui I said. 'No, I am ready to die here , 
1f necessary.' When one has faith. ii 
makes ii easier." 

One day Mr . Rodriguez escaped. 
made his way back to his family. and 
relocated in another province . There 
he lived without dis1urhance for qui1e 
some lime . When he was coming home 
from work one day. however. a car 
pulled into his way . Some police go1 
out. yanked Mr Rodriguez. out of his 
car, and shoved him into the hack of 
thei r ca r , holding a gun to his back . 

Then began a n ordea l of im pr ison-

ment and in1errogation. Mr . Rodriguez 
did not clearly indicate why this hap ­
pened - 11 was not specifically rela1ed 
10 his disappearance from the sugar 
plan1at1on He thinks thal they suspec­
ted him of he1ng a CIA agenl because 
of his skill in pho1ography and 1n 
speaking English He was in reality 
gu1lly of having helped people escape 
from Cuha - a "crime " punishable by 
seven years 1n prison. 

"They pul me 1n a very dark place I 
fell like Jonah in 1he whale I prayed. 
'I'm going to tell only 1he 1ruth . Bui 
please take their minds away from ask­
ing me any1hing which would incrimin ­
ate me or anyone else· " Mr . Rod­
riguez go1 his wish The interrogators 
asked him only ahoul people and 
events tha1 he had no connection with 

Mr Rodriguez will never forget 1wo 
of his fellow prisoners . A rich lawyer 1n 
1a1I for transporting arms 10 he used 
against Castro always slept nexl 10 
Rodriguez on !he floor . "We spoke for 
many days. and I often prayed wi1h 
him H e said. 'The firs t day I am fr ee. 
the first thing I will do 1sgo to church.' 
But he is still 1n Jail. after 12 yea r s .... " 

One day the guards cal led a prisoner 
hy name instead of by numher and 
asked h11n to d1srohc and follow them 
ou1 His fam1lv had come 10 see him 
and was wa1;ing righ1 ou1s1de the 
prison walls But instead 1hey led him 
to his exec u11on . "'11h111 earshot of his 
family After he1ng killed . he was shol 
1n 1he head at close range and photo­
graphed This was then used as a psy ­
cho log1ca I weapon aga1ns1 1he 
prisoners " You know wha1 happened 
to him.'' the guards would say. showing 
1he picture According 10 Rodrigue?. 
the authorities had a collect1on of sev­
eral thousand such pictures 

Finding no evidence against him . 
they let Rodriguez go after 36 days 
Rodriguez go1 a medical d1sahd1ty dis­
charge from the sugar cane plantation . 
Soon the family received notice tha1 
1hey could go to the US They packed 
up and moved ou1 of 1hcir house Then 
they wa11ed three months and were told 
that 1he1r places were given to people 
who needed them more So 1hey "a1ted 
another year and a half. Then they 
finally go1 1he1r 11ckets . They s1dl faced 
o bs1aclcs They had no way 10 get to 
lhe airport and gas was strictly ra ­
lloned . But o ne of their friends had 
avcd his gas ra1ion to iake them 10 the 

airport Once 1here. 1hey found people 
who had heen delayed al 1he airport for 
mon1hs But 1hcy "ere lucky and left 
almost immediately . That was 111 1971. 
s ix years af1er they had applied . 

" We are happy here ." Mr Rodriguez 
concluded. "The U.S. will be our 
home . Even 1f Ca tro falls. we will stay 
here . There are too many bad mem­
ories in C uba ." - Louise Berr y 

Asian Future -
A Cautious 
Prediction 

"The Vietnam War was no Viet co ng 
v1ctory 1" declared Prime M1n1ster Lee 
Kuan Yew of tre city state o f Singapore 
in his speech at National Press Club 
luncheon o n April 6 The Prim e 
Minister . o n a private v1s 1t to the U.S, 
captivated the audience of two hundred 
with a mixture of wit and perceptiveness 
in analyzing the o utlook in Southeast ' 
Asia 

Once described by former Secretary 
of the Treasury John Co nnally as " the 
head of the best -run country in the 
world," the Prime Minister is an exam ­
ple of a leader of an underdeveloped 
nation who has helped it surmount i1s 
problems . The head of the People's Ac ­
tion Party , he was elected to oflice in 
the early I 960's in the midst of strikes 
and turbulence led by Communist 
dominated labor uni o ns . He is one of 
the few leaders who formed a coal iuon 
with the Communists in order to be 
elected and then successfully crushed 
them once in o ffice . 

C ommunis t Victory Not Inevitable 

Prime Minister Lee approved o f the 
way the Vie1nam War ended He said 
that the achievement of a cease-fire 
witho u t a Northern Vietnamese vict o ry 
"broke the hypnotic spell" which stun­
ned people into 1hin king that Com ­
mun ism was the wave of !he future . Lee 
said tha: the inevitability of a Co m ­
munist victory was disproven even 
tho ugh stopping it req u ired a heavy 
cost. H e emphasized however, tha1 if 
the North Vietnamese "Easter Offen ­
sive" had succeeded, th eir vic1ory , b u ilt 
on to p of success in North Korea in 
1945, C hina in 194 9 and Indochina in 
I 95 4 , wo uld have co n vin ced the res t of ' 
As ia tha t resistance was use less . 

The Pr ime M inister fo resaw 1hree 
futur e paths for t he Communists . They 
co ul d hono r t he ag r eement , de­
escala t ing the struggle into a political 
co n test, and e ngaging in "low level 
vio lence" . O r the Nor th Vie1namese 
and Viet Cong may combine for an all ­
o ut offensive as soon as they feel strong 
enough to con qu er the So uth . Bui Lee 
be lieved the probabili ty of American 
retaliati on made tha1 choice too risky 
for them . F in a ll y, the Comm unists 
co u ld take the midd le gro u nd, wilh the 
North honoring the Paris Agreement 
while bu ilding up Viet Cong forces un ­
til they were ready to make a grab for 
power . 

Prime M inister Lee was do u b1ful of 
Communist capaci1y to wage an all-oul 
offensive. bu t he noted that they could 
so tie down the South Vietnamese for ­
ces through conti n ued "mosq u ito at­
lacks" that economic recovery would 
be impossible . , 

Prime Minister Lee mentioned the 
already serious situation in Laos and 
Cambodia He remarked however that 
the Asian psychological climate 1s dif­
ferenl than it was after the French 
surrender at Dien Bien Phu 1n t 954 
and that "a Vietcong victory in the 
m1d-70's wo uld not necessarily mean 
the collapse of Southeast Asia ." He said 

that So uthea t Asians are now waiting 
10 see 1f South Vietnam can defend It­

self and develop economically under 
the prov1s1ons of the Guam D octrine of 
1971 

The Prime M1n1ster closed hi s speech 
on a no te of opt1m1sm hut voiced 
ca uti on based o n years of experience 1n 
dealing with the Communists He 
remarked tha1 Sou1hcas1 Asians are 
"psychologically adJus11ng" to a 
situation heavily influenced by the 
Soviets , the Comm unist Chinese and 
Japan as well as hy the US But he was 
wary of great power compet111on be1 
ween free nations and Commun1s1 
nati o ns . He said 1ha1 wh en free nati o ns 
compete, friendl y r e l at ions persist even 
though there are disagreements Com­
petiti o n from th e Commun1s1 s, 
ho wever . weaken s the "free world by 
eroding its economic base ," as nauons 
!urn their backs o n 1he West 

C hina - A Gra n i te R ock 

M os 1 ques11 ons conce rn ed the 
balancing acts 1n rel ati o ns bet "' een 
Singapore and grea1 Asi an powers 
When a ked ahoul relat ions w11h 
Peking , the Prime Min1s1er quipped , " It 
1s impo rtan1 fo r a small couniry to 
kn o w v. here big hard gran ne r<,c ks are 
so we can avoid 1hem " H e expec1s 
proper relati ons now. bu1 1s 1A a111ng 10 
see wha1 happens "hen ommun1s1 
China gets a second -s1rike capability 
H e Judged 1ha1 1he Commun1s1 Chine e 
wo u ld be 11ed d o wn for some time 
while a11empt1ng to settle their dif­
ferences with 1he1r So \lel neighbors . 

When asked whether 1he Soviets and 
Communist Chinese would exerc1 e the 
"restraint" necessar y tor 11n) Singapore 
10 prosper. the Prime M1n1s1er sa id 1ha1 
,"the Chines e had already g1,en 
assurances; th e Sov1e1 s had said 
no thing .. H e no 1ed . ho v. ever. 1ha1 1he 
R ed Chinese navy 1s no1 )Cl a hlue,ea1er 
flee1. so "their words mean nothing" 
H e said he "as wa111ng 10 sec the 
Chinese at111ude when 1h eir flee1 
beco mes more pcrnerful 

The Prim e M1n1st er appeared to he 
hedging when 1alk111g abou1 1he Cam­
bodian crisis. Answering a question con­
cerning Pres1den I Th 1eu ·s stalemen t 
1hat the Communist advance in Cam ­
bodia means a wh o le new war, he an­
swered 1hat the risks of taking over 
Phnom -Penh OUl\\e1ghed 1hc hcnefi1s 10 
the Communists because o f Am e ri can 
hombing . H e felt 1he Comm un1s1s v. e rc 
content to "s tarve·· 1he city . 

H e did 11 0 1, ho wever . expres ala rm 
at 1he advance 1tself--no leader. 
perhaps. "ant 10 predict a revival of 
large -scale figh1ing in Ind oc hin a 

Prime M111is1er Lee's speech wo uld ' 
be quite instrucuve to the Am erican 
public 1n its em phas1s on s1rong act 10n 
to thwart the Commun1s1 po wer drive 
M os t Ameri cans. exposed 10 the 
barrage of left-v.1ng anti-war 
propaganda. would he pleasantly sur­
prised to hear a genuine expres 10n of 
warmth and gratitude for 1he American 
sacrilice 111 Ind ochina 

Lee Kuan Yew 



U.S. -- Chinese Friendship 
How Does It Affect Japan? 
' 'China - was- elevated to a 

world power n ot on her merit, 
leading to the U.N . Taiwan 
episode and to the anger and 
concern of those Asian coun­
tries c lose to the U .S., " com­
mented Harry Goldberg , Asian 
·expert for the International Af­
fairs department of the AFL­
CIO. The future of Japan as af­
fected by recent U .S.-Chinese 
friendship was the main topic of 
his talk given in Washington , 
D .C . at the invitation of Young 
Peoples Socialist League several 
weeks ago . He outlined a 
critical situation of shifting 
power worth serious con­
sideration by all Americans 
committed to the freedom of 
Asia. 

"The shock of Japan was the 
greatest ," said Mr. Goldberg 
regarding her response to 
Nixon's first overtures tq China . 
"Then there was the spectacle 
of Nixon going to Peking -- not 
even corn mun icating with Japan 
until the last minute. This left 
Japan in a state of worrisome 
anger towards the United 
States ." From the Japanese 
viewpoint, the U .S. co uld not be 
trusted to continue her Asian 
po licy , making it necessary for 
Japan to take an independent 
stance. " Japan was left adrift, 
saying, 'We have to look for a 
new way o ut.. .' Now Japan is the 
central target o f maneuvering o f 
China, Russia and the United 
.states." 

Japan 's immediate reactio·n , 
ac.cording to Mr . Goldberg , was 

to mend fences with China . The 
Chinese have been willing to 
respo nd , partly o n the basis of 
cultural ties and partly because 
China , realizing her economic 
weakness, is "dreaming of lat ­
ching onto the know-how of 
Japan ." At the same time, "the 
Soviet Union has made a deter ­
mined effort for Japan ." Of cen­
tral concern to Japan is the 
return of her northern islands 
in Russian hands ; Russia would 

' like Japan to help her devel op 
East Siberia , particularly to 
help gain access to its under ­
ground gas supply . Througho ut 
all of these shifts , he said , 
Japan 's relationship to Taiwan 
has remained relatively un­
disturbed -- Japan does not 
want to sacrifice her trade with 

'Taiwan. 
Mr . Goldberg went o n to 

discuss significant changes in 
Japanese domestic policies af-

1fecting the U .S . He described 
lthe December national election , 
,giving Communists significant 
i&ains, as the second greatest 
shock for J apan and as 
" disastrous for m o derates. " 
'Also gaining was the Japanese 
Socialist Party (JSP), more 

'overtly violent than the Com­
munists and closely related to 
So hyo, large trade association 
with Communist members . Ac ­
co rding to Mr. Goldberg , the 
positio n o f the anti-Communist 
and more conservative Dem o­
cratic So cialist Party (DSP) has 
deteriorated, also affecting its 
suppo rting n o n-Communist 

trade association , Domei . Mr . 
Goldberg mentioned that he has 
been concerned for quite some 
time that moderate parties 
w9 uld Y.ield to pressure fro m 
the left. " Unfortunately , 1 was 
correct," he commented . One of 
his worries, h o wever , a 
coalition of o ppos itio n parties 
(including the Communists) has 
no t been achieved . 

Questions brought o ut Mr . 
Goldberg's articulate ex­
pression of o pinions based o n 
over twenty years' experience in 
international relations . Was 
there anything to be gained by 
the U .S. move towards China ? 
" It is silly to believe that the 
purported shifts o f China and 
Russia are anything but tem ­
porary . The Soviet Union will 
remain what it is ... There was 
nothing gained in the shift. We 
have e uph o r ic illusions ; o ur 
•guard is d ow n ... We are in a lot 
o f trouble . Our t o uchs to ne is 
a lways the question of freed o m , 
,liberty, and equa lit y . If we lose 
sight o f that, we are bound to 
lose, and we take a slap against 
the life and being of the o p­
pressed ." What abo ut achieving 
"dete nte "? "This will bring grist 
to the mill of rampant illusion 
and will result in the o pposite. 
Yo u kn ow what happened in 
Czechoslovakia." What if th e re 
is no alternative? " I kn ow that 
it's difficult to find an alter ­
native. But beware o f false 
logic . Even if I don't find an 
alternative, I say that it ' s no t 
good and I wo n't do it 1" 
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Myths Revealed 
,,,, I I I I I \• 

,.by James Cowin 
Histo ry is asking the United si'ates to remem ­

ber a war it wants to forget. The Canadians have 
charged the No rth Vietnamese with o penl y 
violating the ceasefire agreement after they shot 
down two Inte rnationa l Commission fo r Super­
vision and Control helicopters . Comm un ist fo r ­
ces may a lso overrun Phn om Penh , and 
President Nixon has declared that Communist 
posi ti o ns in Cambodia will continuf' to be born : 
bed . The U .S. could eas ily become more deeply 
involved. 

The war would be easie r to remember if 
American legislators understood the enemy. The 
Communists , h owever, have won the 
propagand a war "hands down," as the Detroit 
News has noted . The N o rth Vietnamese s uc­
cessfully po rtrayed themselves to the world as a 
small natio n fighting to free its people from 
foreign rule -- first against the Fren ch a nd then 
against the U.S. Many Americans have guilt 
feelings about th e war -- we think o f o urselves as 
bullying a small boy. 

The N o rth Vietnamese Easter Offensive and 
the resulting co unteroffensive reveal ed that the 
o pposite is true . The No rth Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong are fighting no t to liberate their So uthern 
cousins, but to co nquer them in accordance with 
Communist goa ls . 

Attacks on Refugees 

Several myths were pun ct ured by the sp ring 
cam paign. First , the myth that the Ind o-Chin a 
War is a c ivi I war. and that the Comm unists are 
fighting the So uth Vietnamese governm e nt and 
no t the peo ple . North Viet namese troo ps 
decimated So uthern refugee columns with heavy 
artillery and massacred pro-gove rnment 
civilians in occ upied areas. The So uth Viet ­
namese declared their feelings by fleeing en 
masse fr o m Quang Tri Province in the n o rth to 
safer ~reas nearer Saigon , far from N o rth Viet­
namese troops . The unexpectedly determined 
resistance at An Loe, Pl eiku and Kont um also · 
~em onstrated the desire of the Southerners to 

die rather than submit to Comm unist rule . 
R ecent statemen ts fr om returned POW's 

should have dashed almost a ll belief in the "sin­
ce re humanity" of the Communists . Repo rts o f 
continuo us torture , intended not simply t o o b­
tain military information but to b reak the 
priso ne rs' spirit and make them too ls of their 
capto rs. aroused many Americans. H opefully , 
they will remember that the So uth Vietnamese 
have suffe r ed far wo rse , and they desperately 
need U.S. a id to prese rve their freedom fr om 
Communist rule . 

Exaggerated Bombing Damage 

Finally, the North's last trump card has been 
fo und to be a bluff. The Comm unist c laim o f 
U.S. "exterminati on bombing" has been found 
by U.S. reporters to be false . The Derroit News 
recently reported that 28 U .S. journalists in 
Han oi witnessing the re lease o f the last POW's 
checked on the bombing damage . One repo rter 
fr om th e Washington Srar-News noted that " th e 
city is hardly to uc hed." 

The D erroit News stated that the repo rte rs 
fo und man y examp les of American precision 
bombing in which civilian houses as c lose as 25 
yards from heavi !y damaged targets were un ­
scathed . The Bach M ai H ospital com pl ex, 
lamented by the North as destroyed , was off­
limits to the r eporters. The News stated that 
" ... according to other reports o nl y o n e 
building ... suffered damage , havin g been hit 
inadvertantl y when bombers s truck at a machine 
fact o ry ... placed right beside the hospital. " 

Legi s lat ors sho uld view the war in light o f this 
recent information . Unfort un a tely , a new ap­
praisal m ay be necessary because o f No rth Viet ­
namese violati o n o f th e ceasefire. Legislat o rs 
should face thi s pr o blem with clear vision and 
determinatio n ; Communist behavior has sho wn 
it to be a great threat to civilization, and ·stop ­
ping it can only be, re,garded as a necessity fo r 
world peace . .·• - .-. 
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Beyond 
ITT and 
Allende 

There has been cons id erable no ,se -makin-g ,n the press recently 
abo ut the alleged intervention of the International Telephone and 
Telegraph Company ( ITT ) to help d e feat Salvador Allende 1n 
Chile's 197 0 presidential e lection . Other reports from ranking of­
ficial so urces a lso admit that the CIA and the State Department 
spent some $20 million dollars to help Christian Democrat 
Eduardo Frei defeat Allende ,n 1964 . One generally gets a nega11ve 
feeling from reading about such capers. but probabl> for the wrong 
reasons . 

U.S. opposition to the elec ti on of a M arx ist candidate was indeed 
a correct and moral policy. H owever. the means employed ,n doing 
so -- using undercover agents and secret funding by the C IA . etc .• 

,werelackingin strategy. courage a nd v1s1on With o u t a doubt. the 
ITT• and CIA involvement will be about as helpful for any future 
anti-Al lende candidates as the Watergate scanda l wtll be tor any 
Republican n om inee in J 976 . 

Lack of Stralegy 

The major fault is a lack of strategy by the U.S government 1,, 
ideologically and po l,11cally fight against Communism As H enry 

' Ki ssinger s ta ted, he was having a hard enough time tr}tng to under ­
stand the mo ti ves of our own government let a lone those of the 
C o mmunists in o rth Vietnam There 1s proba hly no consensus 
within the government abo ut o u r str ategy tn " ',rid affairs The 
Ni xon d octr ine is littl e more than a g u ide to amb,gull) and ,s 
lac kin g in any goal o th e r th an a so-ca ll ed "'ge nerati on of peace·· 

I f the U.S. we re really making an o pe n and ho n es t effort to go on 
the iJeo logica l offensive agai ns t Comm un ism. there wo u ld he l111le 
need fo r the ITT and CIA to get invo lved "hatsoeve r It ,s 
precisely th e lac k of suc h a p rogram that forces ei th er the C IA to 
d o the "'dirty work " or multinati o nal com panies. bec a use o f 1h e1r 
eco no mi c inte res ts . to become c rudel y in vo lved . 

Ambiguous Involvement 
The bankr uptcy of thi s course of ac ti on has been c lear ly demon ­

strated in the Bay of Pigs fiasco and in o ur c lan de...<.t;ne. npe r;i..! i,\'nS 
in Laos . In the case o f the Bay of Pigs . it was clea r o ur gnvern­
ment·s po li c ies a nd those n f th e C IA " e re no t "el l-coo rdinated 
Wh at we a ttempt ed th e re should have had absolute po li11 cal and 
militar y support fr o m the US government. In stead "e botched th e 
whole affair by makin g it an exc lu sive C IA o pe r a ti o n . And ,n Lans 
the same ho ld s true . R a ther than se nd ing in th e American m1l11ar) 
after blatant Communist violations of th e 1962 Geneva agreements. 
we again tried to foolis hl y hid e n ur m o re-than -obvious suppo rt b) 
making it virt ua ll y a C IA s how and in th e process discrcd111ng o ur 
involve ment an yway . Thi s is not an 1ndi c1111cnt of the C IA for 
failing in a mission they co uld ba r e ly ho pe to succeed : 11 sho uld 
·have been an o pe n a nd full effort by th e US governm ent 111 th e fir st 
pl ace . 

And why n ot? T o d ay th e Sovie ts arc s pend ing 2 hill,nn dollars a 
yea r o n p ropaga nda while the US ha s on l) allocated 200 111ill 1nn 
d o llars for th e same purpo se . Sovie t e mbassies contain 2-3 11111cs 
more pe rso nn e l th an do Am e ric a n emhassics: the) are ther e 
spec ifi ca ll y to ca rr y on p ro pag a nd a and es pi o n age acti\lt1cs 

The fac t is that " c arc in th e midst or a propagand,1 ,,r 
id eo logica l war : we arc unfortun a tely losi ng it. T o leave the sole 
responsibility in thi s struggl e to the C IA an d pri va te corporations 
will. as it has in th e pas t . o nl y bring us fut u re di sas ter 11 "11111c fnr 
o ur government to quit d ea ling fr o m th e bott o m ,it· th e deck and to 
go o n an al l -out ideological o ffensive against Communi sm 
Anything less wi ll never d o . 

- Gary Jarmin 
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Basic Concepts 
of Marxism 

The followi ng excerpt from "Com-
1111111is111: A New Critique" by Dr. Sang 
Hun Lee, is a ge neral overview of lx1sic 
Marxis t co ncepts. Dewiled explana­
tions and critiques o( each of these co 11-
cl!pts will be presented in later issues of 
T/11! J!. is1,ig Tid,,. 

Marx . in his strong protest against 
the social situation, realized that it was 
necessary to unite the laborers tightly 
in orde r to ove rthrow the bo urgeoisie 
and continuous struggle was required . 
For this it was urgent to ignite the 
laborers' minds with revolutionary 
conscio usness and to o rganize them. In 
order to do this, a consistent sys tem of 
thought had to be built. He had to 
prove that it was a necessary historical 
task to overthrow the capit alist class. 
He had to revolutionize the 
traditional view of history, which had 
been idealistic. Thus Marx finally for­
mulated his ideology under the banner 
of proletarian liberatio n and Marxism 
appeared on the stage of histo ry . 

According to the idealistic view, 
history develops by God's providence 
through the power of o utstanding 
leaders. Therefore. the social system of 
one's time is sacred and closed to 
change . For instance, during the an­
cient time of slavery. the greatest 
philosopher. Aristotle . asserted that the 
system of slavery was divinely ordained 
and therefore eternal . Thomas 
Aquinas. the chief philosopher at 1he 
peak of feudalism. maintained that the 
feudal hierarchy. with the Pope at the 
top and the erfs at the bot!Om . was the 
eternal ocial system. 

Id ea li sm Inad equat e 

It seemed 10 Marx 1ha1 idealistic 
historians defended cap11alist society in 
11- •,. san,e w.:iy A~ording to the 
idealistic view. all men are equal. 
Therefore. laborers and capitalists are 
equal and free men . W1th their free 
will. they made a contract with each 
o ther whereby one party works and the 
other party pays his wage . Therefore 
in equal i1y can not exist. Thus ideal ism 
defended cap11alism hy ignoring the 
facts of exploitation and dominati o n . 
r-o r Marx idealism was an into lerable 

reactionary view. and 11 was impossible 
to fu lfill hi historical task without 
destroying that idea . The first thing he 
undertook was sharp criticism of 
idealistic histo ry . To d o this he applied 
Hegel 's dialectic to history . 

Dialecti c materialism is Marx' 
philosophy . He saw the world not as 
comp leted and static but in the process 
o f constant change . Marx viewed the 
world as a comp lex body of things 
which are in the process of creation 
and extinction. progression and regres­
sion. and growth and decay . He didn't 
view individual things independently , 
but always in conj un ction with the 
whole . Diverse changes occur through 
the struggle and un ion between contra­
dictory elements . Each thing has con­
tradictory elements within itself. These 
elements interact in process of unio n 
and str uggle, which causes eac h thing to 
change and develop . For instance , an 
egg contains a fet us, which is a co ntra ­
diction to the egg. These two con­
tradictory things continue to unite and 
struggle, and the fetus grows gradually 
and fills the inside o f the egg . Finally it 
breaks the she! I of the egg and the chi ck 
emerges. The result is neither egg no r 
fetus. but a new creati on : a c hicken . 
According to Marx . everything in the 
natural world develops in this way . 

Marx applied that law to general 
social developm e nt. Each economic 
society has had elements within itself 
which struggle against eac h other. The 
1wo fundamental elements are produc ­
ti o n relationship and the power of 
production . While production power 
co ntinuously develops . producti o n 
relati o nship will hinder the develop­
ment of production power at a certain 
stage o f social evolution . H ence the 
struggle between these two elemen ts 
starts, causing that society to collapse 
and a new economic society to appear. 
Therefore . capitalist society inevitably 
will decay according to the law o f 
histo rical development and a new 
society will arise . This. acco rding 10 
Marx . will be the proletarian society or 
Communist society . This is the Marxist 
view of history . 

Marx was no t content with that 
alone . In o rder to prove the historical 

inevitability of the decay o f capita list 
society, he made a detailed analytical 
st udy of the capitalist economy, 
Capital, based o n a theo ry o f labo r 
value which he developed from the 
English classics of economics written by 
Ad a m Smith and David Ricard o. 
Through this study he proved that 
within the capitalist structure several 
eco no mic laws were o perating which 
would eventually bring capitalism to 
destruction Al his time no o ne else had 
dreamt of such a thing . Lenin praised 
Marx' materialistic view o f histo ry , 
saying that it was n o lo nger 
hypothetica l but had now become a 
science . 

Laws of Economic D eve lopment 

Marx· laws of econ o mic mo vement 
are the following : (I) The law of con­
centration of capital ; (2) The law o f 
diminishing profits ; (3) The law of in ­
creasing poverty . M arx' laws a r e 
derived from the theo ry of labo r value 
and the theo ry of surplus va lue . To· 
summarize , in cap italist societ y in­
dividual capital ists will inevitably com­
pete with o ne another . As a result of 
that com petitio n , pro fits will become 
less an d less and finally sma ll 
capital ists will fo rced o ut. The wealth 
will then be concentrated in the hands 
of a few capitalists . On the o ther hand , 
laborers will become poo rer a nd 
poorer and their number will multiply 
until they form the majority of society . 
Because of this . the capit a list eco no mic 
str ucture itself will fall. 

What is the final , decisive mo ment to 
ca use the capit alist society to fa ll ? It is 

proletarian revolutio n . Marx maintain s 
the following: "as 1he number of 
capitalists increases , pove rty . op­
pression, slavery , corruption, and ex­
ploitation will also mcrease . H o wever, 
at the same time . 1he protest of the 
labo r class intensifies. The concen­
trati o n o f the machinery of prod ucti on 
and the social1Lation of laoo r "111 
finally reac h a point at which they can 
no lo nger co-ex ist within the ca p11ali s1 
structure . At 1ha1 po int the ca pit a li stic 
fram e work will be broken. Then the 
bell will so und announcing the e nd of 
capitalistic possession. The exp loi te r 
will become the exp loit ed ." (Capital, 
Vo l. I , Part 7, Chapter 24) Marx 
succeeded in establishing a materialistic 
view of history and firm economic 
theory to destroy the capitalist system. 

Marx ' doctrine became the most ef. 
fective weapon for the class struggle 
and imported strong revoluti o nary 
consciousness and firm co nvi ct io n of 
victory to the pr o letarian heart. Marx ' 
doctrine was not formulated as a mere 
theory , but even in the beginning its 
purpose was to pre pare revo lutio n and 
to se rve as a guide for revol ut ionary ac ­
ti o n . This was M arx ' str o ng po int as 
we ll as his detrimental weakness . for 
his thought was form ul ated wholly to 
ac hieve his purpose o f justifying vi o lent 
revolution . Therefore his theo ry co uld 
no t be a uni versal truth but was only a 
product of his epoch . It was destined to 
be di~carded in time. Marx ' tho ught 
was ap pli cable in his time, but today 
many errors in his doctrine have been 
exposed. and It is no w o nly a reli c of 
hi sto ry . 

Urban conditions in Marx 's time (The Meaning of Communism , Time- Life) 

Ideology: What Is Human Nature? 
An article 1n the June 9 . 1972 issue 

o f Peking Review entitled " The 
Struggle Between the Theo ry o f Classes 
and the Theory of Human Nature in 
Literature and Art." attempts to prove 
that the idea of "men with human 
nature" is merely a bourgeois concept 
having no fo undation in reality. 

The report states that in artistic ex­
pressi o n , " the prol etaria t advocates 
that efforts should be made to depict 
worker . peasant and so Id ier heroes. 
whereas the bourgeoisie advocates the 
" quest for true man with human 
nature ." 

Humanitarians-­
Traitors or Exploiters 

Who i re these people who aspire to 
the realization of " true human nature"? 
The article goes' on to describe that 
there are actually two different kinds . 
"One is the devil in ' human ' skin who 
gives himself up to the enemy," (an ap­
parent attack on Liu Shao -Chi. Lin 
Pi ao and compa ny ). The o ther type are 
those whose "c lothes a r e of the 
workers, peasants, and so ld iers but the 
souls a r e those of the landlords and 
capit a li sts ." Evidently , in this narrow 
de finiti on, those who "o ppose the 
theo ry of c lasses and subst itute hum ani­
tarianism fo r communism" must be 
either " traitors" o r "expl o ite rs ." 

1 One Western reporter quo ted a 
Chinese pro fesso r as saying: " I wor ked 
in my father's o ld mine ," where he was 
sent for_ "co rrective labo r" after the 

by Gary Jarmin 

Cultural Revo luti o n . " It was at that 
point ," he said. "that I realized there 
was no such thing as human nature . 
There is only class nature ." 

" o Human Nature 
in the Abstract" 

Concerni ng this subject, C hairman 
Mao pointed o ut : " Is there such a thing 
as human nature? Of course there is . 
But there is o nl y human nature in the 
concrete. no human nature in the ab ­
stract. In class society there is only 
human nature of class character; there 
is 11 0 human nawre ab ove classes." 

This false concept that man's nature 
is tota lly dependent o n his class 
background is the crux of Marxist 
philosophy . Marx himself claims : 
" Productive I ife is, however , species ­
life ," and, " The object of labor is 
therefore the objectification of man 's 
species- life ," meaning that his hum an 
nature is created through the act of 
producing. 

What Marx and Mao are trying to 
say is that man's nature has no real in ­
nate qualities but his "h uman essence" 
is formed as a result of the production 
relati o nship, i.e ., relationships between 
capitalist and worker . 

A Shallow Understanding 

To limit man 's only true life activity, 
that which crea tes his "species-being," 
to the ac t of labor ignores the broader 
potential of human nature . The fact is 

that before man beco mes a being o f 
labor he is first an e thical being . From 
the time we are born until we become 
an adult o r a wo rker , o ur lives a re a 
maturati o n process in ethical relation­
ships and personification of certa in 
moral val ues . During this time o ur 
whole existence is primarily centered 
o n love relationships in o ur family and 
among o ur peers . If we interpret Marx 
literally , we can conclude that before 
act uall y becoming workers. o ur lives 
from childhood to maturity have little 
value in terms o f developing o ur 
human essence . In fact. most modern 
psycho logists admit that the first seven 
years o f a perso n 's life are the most 
crucial 1n terms o f developing one's 
c haracter and perso nality . (51 2) 

"Take 'love' for instance." the article 
co ntinues . " Men of different classes 
love entirely different thing because 
their thoughts and feelings are dif­
ferent. " In a superficial sense this may 
be true in that a wealthy man may love 
caviar and Mozatl while a poorer man 
may love chewing tobacco and Jo hnny 
Cas h . H o wever, each share the same 
intensity in loving their wives , child ren . 
o r a beautiful sunset. 

"Class relationship is 
the essence ... " 

Why do the Communists emp hasize 
class nature so much ? It is because they 
be lieve in the contradictions between 
classes and want to intensify class 
struggl e . " The so-called theory of ' in-

fl uencc o f hu man feelings· preached b) 
the revisionists e l1mina1e class co ntra­
dictions and class struggle Class 
rela1ionship is the essence of relat io n­
ship between man . and of al l the com­
plex co ntradictio ns. while struggles. 
whatever form they may tak e. are in the 
final analysis class s tmggle." 

T o imply that man's natur e is 
basically similar . rega rdl ess of hi s cl as s. 
wo uld be a heresy 1n strict Marxist doc ­
trine . The Commun1s1s want to em ­
phatically deny 1ha1 any real con tradi c­
tion is between good a nd evil men o r 
between goo d and evil wi1h1n each 
man . Rather they wan 1 10 pr o pagate the 
chi ldish idea that the bad guys 111 black 
hats are the capital is1 s whereas 1he 
good guys in white hats arc the peasant 
a nd workers . They ha ve car ried 1h1 s 
idea into practi ce to uc h an e xtent that 
to day it is nearly 1mposs 1ble for the 
child o f a former capital 1st , land -o wner 
o r so-cal led reacti o nar y (Chris tian . 
Mo slem . nationalist, Jew , etc.) 10 eve r 
ho pe to get a higher education o r ad­
vance in the Party in many Co mmunist 
co untries . 

It is quite evident that to day many 
within Communist countries are begin­
ning to realiie o r have always realized 
the fallacy o f this view o f human 
nature . Fortunately man's lo nging to 
realize his true human nature is an 
irresistible desire--a desire that will 
inevitably overcome the o ppression 
propagated by Marxist falseho o ds . 



August 1914 
The following is from a review of 

August 1914 by Alexandr Solzhenitsyn 
written by Erazim K ohak, professor of 
philosophy at Boston University. flap­
peared in the February 28 issue of New 

'Am erica. 
T o the bes t o f my kn o wledge , no 

majo r c riti c in the West has attac ked 
So lzhe nit syn o utright. So lzh enitsyn is , 
aft e r a l I, a ve ry majo r writer who has 
pai d a h igh pe rso na l pri ce for hi s 
litera ry co urage. Yet whil e heavy­
ha nd ed id eo logues like Geo rge Luk acs 
are enjoy ing so mething o f an inte ll ec­
tua l vo gue, c ritics have large ly passed 
over So lzhenit syn 's majo r wo rk , August 
1914 , with bla nd priase, d o xographi c 
pedantr y a nd o blique a tt ac ks o n 
allegedly o utm od ed style and dreadful 
translatio ns . Many Western criti cs , it 
wo uld seem , are finding August 1914 
son1ewhat embarrassing . 

The reticence o ver So lzhenitsyn may 
. well reflect a tacit recogniti o n that 
August 1914 challenges much o f the 
conventi o nal wisdom about the 
Russian rev o lution which has 
dominated Western tho ught. That con­
venti o nal wisdom has its "reactionary" 
and " progressive" version . According 
to the first , the Russian revolution was 
,unnecessary and therefore bad, its con­
sequences simply confirming the initial 
erro r . 

Acc o rding to the latter, the 
1revo lutio n was necessary and therefore 
good -- regardless of consequences, the 
rev o lutionaries were progressive , 
heroes of a noble experiment. In both 
versions, however, the question con­
cerns only the pros and the cons of 
"the revolution ," and takes it for gran­
ted that only two positions are possible , 
for or against. 

The trouble with August 1914 may 
well be that it simply does not fit either 
alternative . Solzhenitsyn cannot be 
written off as a reactionary because he 
clearly recognizes that revolutionary 
change was in fact necessary . August 
1914 describes a classic revolutionary 
situation -- a ruling class which has lost 
both the will and the ability to rule , a 
nation no longer willing to be ruled . 
But Solzhenitsyn refuses to draw the 
co nventional conclusion that since the 
revo lution was necessary , it was goo d 
and idealistic , regardless of its nature. 

Two Revolutions Possible 

Rather , his perceptive po rtrayal o f 
Russia in 1914 makes it clear that two 
very distinct revo luti o ns were po ssible . 
The semi -feudal Czarist aristo cracy had 
to be replaced , but it co uld be replaced 
either by the pragmatic , techn o logically 
o riented in tel Ii gen tsi a represented in 
the boo k by Co lo nel Vo rotyntsev , o r 

1by the ideo logically o riented revo lu -
1ti o naries represented by Ensign Lenar ­
tovich . 

The alternatives represented by the 
technicians and the ideo logues are no t 
the alternatives o f stability o r 
rev o lution . B o th represent a 
revolutionary change . But they diverge 
.sharply in their estimate o f what 
'genuine change means . For the first , it 
means replacing autocracy with 
democracy , o rtho d o xy with a prag ­
r{;°atic approach to social issues. For the · 
1second , change is first of all a change 
of ideological content rather than of 
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as " bad guys" and al I of the Com m unist 
gu e rrillas as "goo d guys ." The 
respo nse , in essence, was : "That 's the 
way we saw the si tuatio n ." 

Whil e the movie c lea rl y s tates tha t 
the U.S. is t raini ng po li ce in the uses of 
tort ure, the d irector and wr iter admi t ­
ted under q uestio~ that " we have no 
evidence with regard to training in tor­
ture . The only evidence is provided by 
the presence of American police 
leaders in countries where torture ,s 
practiced ." Another questioner pointed 
o ut that the U.S. tra,ns police from 
Israel , a Z ,on,st state, from Uganda, a 
blac k racist state , and from Yugoslavia , 
a Comm unist state, and wondered 

In the Arts 
socia l structure -- re pl aci ng reac ti o nary 
autocracy of the Czars with the revo lu ­
tio nary a utoc racy o f the Soviets, the 
reac tio nary o rt ho dox y of the C hu rch 
with the progress ive o rtho d oxy o f the 
Party. 

· Co n venti o nal wisd o m ab o ut the 
Russian revo lutio n has always taken fo r 
'granted that , given the centuries o f 
,Russian auto cracy and o rtho d o xy , the 
1

democratic , pluralistic alternative o f 
·the technocrats simply was n o t 
possible . According to it , the o nly 
possibilities were either Czarist o r 
'Bolshevik autocracy and orthodoxy -­
and since the Czarist alternative had 
become untenable, the Bolshevik o ne 
was necessarily progressive . 

Even after fifty years of Co mmunism , 
after Stalin , Hungary , Czech o slo vakia , 
-conventional wisdom regards support 
for the "revolutionary" regime , recen -
tly qualified in Sartre's phrase , as 
" critical" suppo rt , as evidence o f 
" progressive" o r " liberal" attitude . 

Another Alternative . 

Solzhenitsyn 's description of Russia 
in 1914 , like the work o f the rebels o f 
Prague in 1968 , is embarrassing 
precisely because it undercuts the claim 
that the Co mmunist revolutio n , in spite 
of its record, was progressive because it 
was the only alternative to Czarism . In 
a way which is far mo re authentically 
Marxist than the orthod o xy o f his 
Soviet critics , Solzhenitsyn shows that 
the accelerating industrial development 
in Russia was in fact creating a real 
basis for democracy . Techn o logical 
complexity demands that exercise o f 
power be made co ntingent o n co m­
petence rather than birth o r belief, that 
ideas be placed to the test o f practice 
rather than o f o rthodo xy . No t rheto ric , 
but changing productive relatio ns were 
making a dem ocratic transfo rmatio n 
po ssibl e. 

It wo uld , admittedly, have been a dif­
ficult transfo rm atio n , but it wo uld have 
-been a deep roo ted , ,radica l o ne. By 
co ntrast the Bo lshevik alte rnative was 
easy -- and no t ve ry radical at a ll. It 
'did n o t challenge the ha bits o f. 
autocracy and o rtho d o xy , but simpl y 
pr o p o sed t o gi ve th e m a n e w 
,id eo logica l co ntent. 

In place o f feudal autocr acy, it 
'p ro p o s e d a Sov iet o n e th e 
revo luti o nary slo gan was no t fr eed o m , 
dem ocracy, o r sociali sm , but " All 
po wer to the So viets 1" 

In place o f the priv i lege o f no ble , 
birth , the Bo lsheviks proposed no t the 
test o f co mpetence o r po pular cho ice , 
but rather the privilege o f wo rker ­
peasant o rigin . 

In place o f ecclesiastical o rtho do xy , 
they propo sed no t freed o m but a 

!Marxist o rth o d o xy in their o wn 
peculiar definitio n . It is no t surprising 

Lthat the Bo lsheviks prevailed . 

But if Solzhenitsyn 's description of 
pre-revolutionary Russia is accurate , the 
Communist revolutionarie s no longer 
appear as heroes , in virtue of having 
carried out the only revolution possible . 
t-ior does that revo lution appear as 
progressive on the conventional gro und s 
ltpat while autocratic and orthodox rather 
!than democratic and pluralistic, it repre­
~ented a step toward socialist democra cy. 
Rather , it appears profoundly reac ­
tio nary: while it substituted Co m ­
munism for Czarism , it perpetuated the 
most reacti o nar y trait o f Russian 
society , its id eocratic , autocr atic o r ­
tho d o xy . 
f The reticence o ver So lzhenitsyn , with 
its bland praise, it s d o xographic pedan ­
try and its oblique attacks , is altogether 
understandable . Reappraisals o f 
ingrained conventional wisdom are in­

,variably agonizing. But it may well be a 
most un fortunate reticence . 

"State of Siege" 
By Allan Brownfeld 

Ro/I Call, April 12, 1973 

WHEN THE AMERI C AN Film In ­
stitute in Washingto n , D .C. decid ed to 
cancel the film , " State o f Siege," fr o m 
its o pening night per fo rm ance in the 
tax-suppo rted Kennedy Center , the In ­
stitute was criticized by the film 's 
directo r and distributo r for attempting 
to "censo r" it. 

The film 's U.S. producer, Do nald S. 
Rugo ff , president o f Cinema 5 Ltd ., 
and U.S. distributo r o f " State o f Siege ," , 
charged the American Film Institute 
with " an act o f bald censorship." Tho se 
co nnected with the film denied that it 
was a " rationalization " of political 
murder . 

What exactly is the film " State of 
Siege" attempting to deal with -- and to 
say ? The movie depicts the murder of 
Daniel Mitrione , a former Richmond , 
Indiana police chief and AID official 
by Tupamaros, a unit of the Communist 
So uthern Guerrilla Command which 
operated in several South American 
co untries . The AID official was killed 
after Uruguayan President Jorge 
Pacheco refused to agree to Tupamaro 
demands for the release of 18 7 men 
alleged by the Communists to be 
" po litical prisoners." 

The main character in the film is 
namea " Philip Santore ," but the 
program distributed to this writer and 
o thers at a press showing of the film 
last week c learly states that, " The 
events in this film actually took place 
in a So uth American co untry ." 

Afte r the film 's sho wing , the director , 
Costa-Gavras , and the film's writer , 
Franco So linas , remained in the theat re 
fo r mo re tha n an ho ur answering 
questio ns . No o ne who attended that 
questi o n -and -answer sessio n can do ubt 
tha t the film 's direct o r and writer 
so ught to make at least two simple 
po ints in the film : ( I) The United States 
is in the business o f training to rturers 
in Latin Ameri ca and elsewhere and 
(7.) The Tupameros , far fr o m being a 
vio lent guerri l ' 1 o rganizati o n seeking 
to Co mmuni ze their co untry are , in ­
stead , a gr o up o f idealistic and well ­
meaning yo ung men and wo men who 
we r e j u s tified in murd e ring the 
Am eri can o ffici a l in questi o n . 

One-sided 

The film was ~ ad e in Chile and the 
directo r and writer admitted extensive 
co nve r sa t io n s and co mmunic a ti o ns 
with the Tupa maros . In fact , the film 
was based o n material p ro vided to 
the m by the guerrill a gro up. Whether 
o r no t any att empt was mad e to verify 
the in fo rmatio n was no t sta ted . No 
eviden ce tha t the directo r o r write r 
spo ke with repr esenta tives o f AID , the 
Uruguayan go ve rnm ent , o r those in 
Washingto n , D .C., who m they acc used 
o f training po li ce o ffi cia ls in to rture 
techn iques--whi ch are griml y repro ­
duced in the film --was give n . 

Th e fil m s h ows a se ri es o f 
"e xecuti o ns" in Uruguay by the po li ce 
of th a t co untr y , ye t th e ac tu a l 
"exec ut ion" o f Santo re was no t shown . 
The reaso n : they did no t kn ow "exactl y 
how he was k illed , impl ying that they 
did kn o w the man ner in wh ich the 
myriad of po lice shoo t ings which they 
d epicted were carri ed o ut --o r if they 
were carried o ut at a l l. The reaso n , in 
reality , was that to sho w a ny sym pa thy 
for the Am erican victim , o r to evo ke 
any _sympathy in the audience, wo uld 
have defeated their p o int . On e 
questio ner asked why al I the Uruguayan 
!officials and Americans were depicted 

whe ther , as a res ult , our government 
was tr aining in " Rac,sm , Co mmunism , 
o r Zi onism .·· T hat was deemed by 
Cos ta-Gavras no t to be a "q uestion " 

The mov ie ,s tec hn ,ca l ly far be low 
Costa-Gavras' fo r me r pr oductions. 
F ilm C riti c G ary Arno ld of T he 
Washingto n Pos r. fo r example . no tes 
that " Stat e o f Siege" d evelo ps " ... a 
pec uliarly did ac ti c per so nalit y. The 
filmmakers seem mo re co nce rned wi th 

critici z ing va ri o us as pec t s o f 
American foreign po li cy th a n e x­
pl o iting the sheer dramat ic po tenti a l in 
the even ts ." 

Newsweek critic Edward Behr te r ­
med the film " an attempt to pro ve tha t 
his (Mitrio ne's) killing was no t o nl y 
inevitable but justifiable ... It 's pro babl y 
true to say that American mo ney has 
never financed a mo re co ld -bl ood ed 
and rationally argued anti -Am erican 
movie 

Distributor Rugo ff refused to permit 
the trustees of the American Film In­
stitute to even see the film and , as a 
result , they canceled its sho wing . 
Imagine the irony if they had n o t--o f 
showing a pro -Co mmunist film ex ­
tolling political murder in the Kenn ed y 
Center , named for a man who was him ­
self killed by a pro -Co mmunist in a 
political assassination . 

Tho se who seek to defend " Stat e o f 
Siege" or criticize the American Film 
Institute should do so with the full un ­
derstanding that~..!r~ -'V"'"'J.~o:s. .ci.i..i:: er- t ..-- .. ,. 
writer , and d istri6uto? arc qune o ptir 
in defending the murder they depic t 
and in ext o lling the use o f vio lence . 
Has American masoc hism go ne so fa r 
that , in the wake o f the Kenn ed y assas­
;inatio n and the recent bruta l murd ers 
in the Sudan o f two Am e ri ca n 
diplomats by an o ther radi ca l guerr illa 
organizati o n , we will give o ur d o ll a rs 
and o ur ho mage to men who roman ­
ticize such barbarism ? Tim e a lone wi ll 
tell us the answer to that ques tion . 

"A new variety of tyrant" 

Costa-Gavras and So l in as have 
evidentl y read a goo d d eal o f Marx and 
Lenin . One wo nd ers whe the r or no t 
they have read Camus . wh o d ec la red ,n 
The R ehel . " Has no t rebe lli on 
beco me the excuse o f a new va r ie ty of 
tyrant ? Rebelli o n . whe n it d evelo ps 
into destructi o n . is ill o gi ca l. C la iming 
the unit y o f the hum an co nd iti on. it ,s 
force o f life. no t o f dea th . Its most 
profound lo gic is no t the lo gi c of 
destructi o n ; it is the log ic o f c rea t io n. 
It s mo vement , in o rd e r 10 remain 
authentic . m ust never aband o n a ny of 
the te rm s o f the co ntr adic t ion that 
sustains it. It must be fa ithful to the yes 
tha t it co nta in s as wel l as the no that 
nihilistic interpr etat ion s iso la te in 
rebell io n . Nihili sti c pass ion. ad ding 
to falsehoo d and inj usti ce, d es troys in 
it s fur y the o rig ina l d emand s. and thu s 
deprives rebe lli o n o f it s mos t cogent 
reaso ns 

Those who ad voca te vio lence as a 
means thro ugh which freedom may be 
mo re wid e ly d istributed ign ore the 
hi s torica l con texts wi t hin which 
fr eedom has been estab lished and ex­
tend ed They wou ld find tha t violence 
has resu lted in less freedom and more 
repression, and violen ce imbued with 

.id eo logy has pu rsued with a veng~ance 
•end s which have made means such as 
genocide , in qu isitions, and slave labor 
camps acceptab le . A democ ratic society 
accepts as one of its pr incip les tha t 
means ar e ends in themse lves . 

Cost a-Gavras was asked whet her hi s 
ne xt film was goi ng to "ratio na l ize" the 

,Black Septembe r murd ers of recent 
jdays . He hadn ' t tho ught tha t far ahead , 
,he said . 


	Cover Page
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5 
	Page 6
	Page 7

