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In this presentation we will examine the mission of Jesus. In
most Christian theology, Jesus’ mission is viewed strictly to be
that of blood atonement for the sin of humanity. Therefore, the
way of the cross is the singular, predestined from the “founda-
tions of the world,” purpose for his coming.

In our previous chapter, however, we discovered an important
element in the manifestation of God’s Will. God gave Israel a
choice of Blessing or Curse contingent on faith or lack thereof.
Despite this choice, God is not indifferent to which outcome he
desires. Deuteronomy 30:19 makes it clear that God’s Will is
that they “choose life.”

In Deuteronmy 29:24, God reveals that the curse in the law
will only be invoked, not by His Will, but only if Israel were
to relinquish faith in His Word. Ezekiel says that God takes no
pleasure in the death of the wicked.

The Chosen people must play a role in the accomplishment of
God’s Will. This is reflective of the dynamic that God had es-
tablished with the first man and woman. Human responsibility
is a key componant in God’s plan for humanity. It is the ele-
ment that gives us the possibility to enter into a direct partner-
ship with God, thereby inheriting his life, love and lineage.

Likewise, in God’s Providence of Restoration, the providential

people must fulfill a portion of responsibility in the completion
of God’s Will.

Thus the Jesus that begins his public ministry is not a Jesus that
has resigned himself to the way of the cross at all. In fact, we
can see that the possibility for faith, and therefore, the king-
dom, is his initial focus and hope.

Mark 1:15
Matthew 4:17
John 8:28-29
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What is God’s will? In this verse, Jesus establishes a clear dis-
tinction between what is his hope and expectations for the peo-
ple compared to what the people wanted.

Gathering the people together “as a hen gathers her chicks”
describes a dynamic community of faith that accepts Jesus as
their king and messiah.

The people’s will was to not enter into this relationship with
Jesus and, instead, to reject him and crucify him

Which is God’s will, then; Jesus’ will or the people’s will?

This verse shows that Jesus did not want the Chosen people to
kill him. “Abraham would not do such things.”

Clearly the children of Abraham “should do as Abraham did.”

This verse reveals God’s motive and intention for sending his
Son to Israel.

Jesus reviews the woeful history of Israel rejecting the prophets
that God has sent. Finally, “he sent his son, saying ‘surely they
will respect my son.”

Many say that it was not the providential time for the kingdom.
. .the “fruits were not in their season.” They say that Jesus must
come for the kingdom at the end of the age, 2000 years later.
However we can see that the kingdom was meant to unfold at
the time of Jesus. When Jesus announced (Matt 21:43) that the
kingdom would be given to another nation at a later time, he
preceeded this remark by indicating that “the kingdom of God
will be “taken from you.” This indicates that it had been theirs
as was to be fulfilled at that time. Also, when Jesus said “the
havest is great. . .the laborers are few,” he indicated it wasn’t
about timing. . .it was about a labor shortage (no workers)
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Two times, Jesus stresses that he came “only” for the “lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” This is in keeping with the plan
of God to “Bless” Israel and that Israel would be the head and
not the tail. If Israel receives Jesus than the gentiles will come
to Christ through the Jews, as per Zechariah 8:20-23 or Isaiah
49:6: “Itis too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore
the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel | have kept. |
will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring
my salvation to the ends of the earth.”

It was the condition of faith or no faith of the blood descendants
of Jacob that would determine the kingdom or the Cross.

Jesus reads from the scroll of Isaiah. “Unrolling it he found the
place where it is written. . .” This shows that Jesus skipped over
Isaiah 53 and it’s imagery of the cross, in order to read Isaiah
61 and its imagery of the crown and a blessed people.

More evidence that the kingdom was meant to unfold in Israel
at the time of Jesus:

Matthew 23:13 In order for the gates “to be shut” they must be
in the open position. The gates to the Kingdom of Heaven were
open at that time.

Luke 19:43-44 “If you had know what ON THIS DAY would
bring you peace.

Jesus weeps over Jerusalem because the “intended good” that
was to be done (Isa 65:17. . the new heaven and new earth) was
reconsidered by God because the people did not recognize and
respond to Christ.

Jesus’s grief is genuine and fully justified. He is greiving over
the loss of the kingdom in his lifetime and the coming prolon-
gation of 2000 years.
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We are illustrating that after two years of public ministry, Jesus’
mission is at a pivotal moment. It is very similar to the pivotal
moment at the time of Jeremiah and the turn toward the Baby-
lonian exile. God had told Jeremiah that if Israel had repented
“they could have remained in the land.”

After two years of his ministry, Jesus finds himself in the same
type of pivotal moment. For two years Jesus only spoke about
the kingdom, calling for the repentance and belief of the Cho-
sen people. However, after their faith was not forthcoming,
“faith such as this, I have not found. . .no, not in Israel,” in
Matthew 16:21, Jesus announces FOR THE FIRST TIME his
suffering to come.

The response of the disciples is very telling in Luke 18:34:
“They did not know what he was talking about. . it’s meaning
was hidden from them.”

Thus as Jesus turns from the kingdom to the cross, from bless-
ing to curse. . .we see also he begins to speak of a second com-
ing of Christ in the future.
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As the providence turns from blessing to curse, kingdom to
cross. ..likewise, we see that Israel’s future is bleak. In fact,
in 70 a.d., Jerusalem is sacked by the Romans and Israel is
scattered until its reformation in 1948.

God had said in Deuteronomy 29:24 that such a catastrophe
would only result from the faithlessness of the people, not as
a manifestion of God’s Will.

What does the Old Testament say about the coming Christ
and his mission. In Luke 24:25-26, the resurrected Jesus ap-
pears to be telling the disciples that the meaning of “all of the
law and prophets” is that Christ’s death was meant to be.

But, keep in mind, this was after his crucifixion. It was now
a new beginning to a new 2000 year providence that would
culminate in his return far into the future. He also told them I
am coming soon.” This was said to encourage them because
Jesus could see that his disciples were disheartened by the
death of Jesus. . . .”we had HOPED that he was the one who
was to redeem lIsrael,” i.e. bring the kingdom.

When we examine the first two years of Jesus’ minstry, we
can see that his view of the O.T. prophecy about his mission
is entirely different than that after his resurrection (in John
24:25-26)

In the first two years of his ministry, Jesus highlights the
prophecy that expresses God’s primary will for Jesus to be
received and established as king.

Dual prophecy reflects the contingency of blessing or curse
depending on faith or no faith.

Here Jesus states that belief in Moses can only result in belief
in Jesus.
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Here is how “Moses wrote of me.”

Moses tells the people of Jesus’ day to listen to him and
receive him.

This is why Jesus said, “if you had listened to Moses, you
WOULD have listened to me. . because he wrote of me.”

What is the kingdom. . .how would Jesus have set it up had he
been received and not rejected.

This is important. . .not to change the root of our faith. . which
is the shed blood of Christ. . .Christ DID atone for our sin by
his shed blood.

We need to know his original mission, not to change the root
of our faith. . .but to understand the ultimate fruit. . .the mis-
sion for which Christ will return.

Jesus describes the kingdom in analogies involving growth
and expansion. He is alluding to the multiplication of a “God-
ly seed.” Malachi 2:15.

The kingdom is to be established through True Parents, a man
and a woman,

In other words, the mission of the messiah is Adam’s mis-
sion. To establish the three blessings. Therefore, Jesus was to
take a bride and establish the position of True Parents.
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God is seeking a “Godly seed” . . .a little bit of yeast placed
in the dough. . . .a mustard seed that became a tree with
many branches.

Scriptural evidence of the blessing of Christ and his bride.

The essential sorrow of God has always been that of the fall
and the loss of His lineage.

This was Jesus sorrow in Gethsemene. He prayed for the
cup of death to pass, not because he was reluctant to shed
his blood. . . but because he knew that God’s lineage would
have to be prolonged.

The cross of Jesus was not the just the sacrifice of one man,
but was the sacrifice of God’s entire lineage. Jesus sacrifice
much more on the cross than what we have ever known.
That’s why we have not been able to comprehend his grief
in the garden of Gethesemne.
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