



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Divine Principle often refers to the Bible, not as an
attempt to prove a given allegation, but inviting us to recall a
story that has come down through the ages and which, in
spite of much of it being in “code,” has stood the test of time.
So, we read a story of our first human ancestors being misled
by the Archangel, eating of the forbidden fruit, and being
driven out of the Garden of Eden. Genesis continues the story
with God promising to send a redeemer.

The Coming of the Redeemer

Concurrent with many accounts of Jewish and Christian
history, and affirmed by Divine Principle, God worked
through a sequence of central figures preparing for the
coming of the redeemer. Among them were Cain and Abel,
Noah, Esau and Jacob, Moses, Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary
and Joseph, and John the Baptist. Christianity teaches that
Jesus came as the second Adam, the long-awaited Messiah.
Divine Principle agrees but departs from traditional teaching
to affirm what some theologians have surmised, that because
he was not accepted as such by those in power, he could not
fulfill essential aspects of his role. In his total faithfulness to
God, he fulfilled his role as God’s Son; however, he was killed
before taking a bride in Eve’s place and, together with her,
becoming the True Parents of humankind. By Jesus’ life, death
and resurrection, he achieved spiritual salvation but we await
“the redemption of our bodies.”

A Second Coming

» Subsequent to Jesus’ resurrection and the descent of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Jesus spoke to his disciples about the
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Second Coming. He spoke of it as if the time were near in
order to support the faith of the disciples. Catholics and
Protestant Christian denominations hold differing beliefs
about how the Second Coming will take place, for example,
the rapture and the Parousia. Some teach that it has already
taken place. In Acts 1:11 of the New Testament we read that
Jesus asked those who were looking up to the sky awaiting
the Second Coming “Why do you stand looking up to
heaven? The Son of Man will come as you saw him going.”
Divine Principle infers that in his second coming Jesus will
come as a man with a physical body as well as in spirit, this
being essential to his fulfilling the physical redemption of
man. It further infers that he will come not as the Jesus who
walked the earth 2000 years ago but as another man with
whom he, Jesus, is one in mission. Thus, Divine Principle
alludes to a third Adam.

In Jesus’ own time on earth the prophet Elijah had come
not as the prophet who had earlier disappeared from among
them but rather, according to Jesus, as John the Baptist.
According to the scriptures, Elijah was to reappear before the
return of the Messiah. In failing to recognize this and in
denying that he, John, was Elijah, John unwittingly made
Jesus’ mission enormously more difficult.

Mission of the Redeemer

As suggested above, Jesus—God incarnate and the
embodiment of God’s love—was to take a bride with whom
he would bear God’s children. Those already on earth could
be engrafted to him and thus become part of this new lineage
and also bear God'’s children. When this federation of families
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reached a critical mass, the biblical “Kingdom of Heaven” on
earth, a world of peace, would be realized.

Application of the Principle

My belief is that the position of Redeemer and of True
Parents has been, and is being, fulfilled by Sun Myung Moon
and his wife, Hak Ja Han Moon, a man and woman from
Korea who have devoted their lives of 91 and 68 years
respectively, to working for the fulfillment of this vision. They
and their fourteen children, numerous grandchildren (four
generations at this writing), and tens of thousands of couples
or families engrafted to them through the Blessing, are
working to usher in a world of peace. They work not only
with religious people but men and women of good will from
all walks of life and all parts of the world. Their course has
not been a privileged one but rather one strewn with all the
problems and difficulties that God Himself/Herself has
encountered. It included painful struggles within God’s own
first-generation family.

We are constantly reminded today that individually and
collectively we live in the world we have created by our
choices. It was a challenge for me to look at the life I had
created for myself by my choices, conscious and subconscious
choices. In his book The Biology of Belief, Dr. Bruce Lipton says
that we are controlled by our perception of our environment,
by our beliefs.?” At some level I believed that the religious life

37 Bruce H. Lipton, The Biology of Belief: Unleashing the Power of Consciousness,
Power and Miracles. Hay House, 2015.
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was a “higher way” and wanting my life to have the greatest
value, I chose that way. (Never mind that it was also a way to
avoid disappointing a man who was all I wanted in a husband
but whom I knew I would not marry. I believe that God
accepts our mixed motivations).

The Divine Principle offered me a framework with which
to look at my life and reset my course if that seemed in order.
Looking at my life was a combination of intellectual and
spiritual work. In studying the Divine Principle, I looked for
logic and for validation from my personal history, avoiding
rationalizing in order to make it “ok” to make certain changes
in my life to satisfy unfulfilled aspects. When I chose the life
of a nun, I had some understanding of the sacrifice of
marriage and family that it entailed, but it was mostly an
intellectual understanding. After twenty years of celibate life
and a growing awareness of the absence of a husband and
children, my understanding had become existential.

The Necessity and Permanence of Marriage

Genesis iterates that at the time of creation, God said to
the angels, “Let us make man in our image. Male and female
He created them.” Divine Principle infers from this that in
God His/Her self, is the essence of masculinity and
femininity. Without marriage, God would not experience
physical love or the bearing of children. Thus, while
individuals may or may not choose to marry, marriage is the
sine qua non of sustaining human life on earth. In light of this
fact, the negative growth birth rate in many countries in the
western world today is a matter of grave concern.
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Divine Principle teaches that marriage is not for one’s self
but for one’s spouse and children. Many Unificationists enlist
or accept the assistance of others in selection of a husband or
wife. In that spirit I chose to participate in a Marriage
Ceremony in Korea that brought together members from
many countries, notably Korea, Japan, several European
countries, and America, in 1975. Believing that God worked
through Rev. Moon, my husband-to-be and I accepted each
other as he recommended. Despite some challenging periods,
or perhaps through them, we came to see the wisdom of our
being together and learned to love each other. His transition
to the spiritual world in 2009 has been less difficult to accept
because of the awareness of our eternal union. As I continue
to grow spiritually, the veil that separates us becomes less
real.

Divine Principle sees children as completing the Four-
Position Foundation, the model for God’s indwelling His
creation. God, man and woman, and children, so united, are
in turn the model for God indwelling all beings in His
creation. Divine Principle teaches that through bearing and
raising children, parents learn God’s heart. Since childbearing
may not be biologically possible for some, parents can
experience this phenomenon through surrogate parenting.
My husband and I hoped that we might have a child even
though we were older. Our hope was fulfilled in a unique and-
moving way.

After our several years of childless marriage, friends of
ours, a couple in the same Blessing Group that we were in,
asked us if they could have a child for us. They had given
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birth to twins and a third child after having been told by
several medical doctors that they would never be able to
conceive. Having a child for us was their way of thanking God
for the blessing of their own children. The birth of our son,
and subsequently guiding him to adulthood and the creation
of his own family with a woman of mutual choice, fulfilled a
deep longing for both of us. We were fortunate to live
together as a three-generation family following the birth of
our first two grandchildren.

Regarding the permanence of marriage, one may argue
that according to Mathew 22:30 Jesus said “At the
resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in
marriage...” However, Divine Principle makes a distinction
between Paradise and Heaven and affirms the continuing of
Blessed marriage in Heaven, albeit without procreation.

When looking at the statistics regarding marriage in
today’s world, it is apparent that many marriages end in
failure and cause unlimited suffering to marriage partners
and to their children. Infidelity, immaturity, and selfishness
are often given as reasons for the breakup of families. These
reinforce the Divine Principle ideal of fulfilling the Three
Blessings mandated in Genesis: Be fruitful, multiply, fill the
earth and subdue it...”38 In other words, become a mature
person, one in heart with God; marry and build a family, and
take care of the creation.

38 Genesis 1:28.



Divine Principle’s Unique Contribution to Our
World

Divine Principle’s contribution to our world is
multifaceted. I close this reflection by touching on some of
them here.

Divine Principle answers many of the questions
theologians, philosophers, and historians have asked
throughout history. These are questions about the nature of
God, of suffering, of the life and death of Jesus, of the Second
Coming, of marriage and family, and of sin. At a personal
level, it answered questions in my own life, in that of my
family and my ancestry.

Divine Principle fulfills Jesus” words as quoted in John
16:12-15:

I have many things to say to you, but you cannot
bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he
will guide you into all the truth; for he will not
speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears
he will speak and he will declare to you the things
that are to come...

Divine Principle understands “Christ” not just as “the
anointed one” but as True Parents, i.e.,, a God-centered
couple, husband and wife together. In so doing it elevates the
position and importance of woman, explaining that a man is
a complete reflection of God only when he is united in Blessed
Marriage with a woman, and vice versa.

Divine Principle offers an overarching vision that brings
together believers from different faith traditions and
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denominations. Religious traditions are not an end in
themselves but only a means to mending the broken
relationship of heart between God and human beings. The
Unification ideal looks to a time in the future beyond the
existence of religion, at which time true love will itself be the
truly human way of life. This vision recognizes and honors
the contributions made by Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, and
other faith traditions through which God has guided the lives
of His children. Unificationism considers Judaism and Islam
to be its elder siblings.

Divine Principle is logical and in harmony with scientific
knowledge. It opens the way for those who cannot accept a
teaching on the basis of blind faith. It is eminently hope-
giving. In drawing on both Oriental and western thought, it
brings together east and west; in its principles are found the
key to world peace. It is God’s gift to humanity for the twenty-
first century and eons to come. As has been said, it brings God
into our world as never before — God never meant to live only
in the spiritual world.



My Forty-Eight Years as a Unificationist
Written in 2016

I am the fifth of seven children born to Michael and
Margaret Klein, a Catholic family living in rural southern
Minnesota in the 1920s. At age nine I told God that I would
follow in the footsteps of my eldest sister who had become a
nun. She had joined the Sisters of St. Francis, a Catholic
Sisterhood which operated schools, a college, and several
hospitals and nursing schools mainly in the Midwest. I
graduated from high school during World War II. Not quite
ready to fulfill the promise I had made at age nine, I joined
another of my sisters in studying nursing in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota as a member of the US Cadet Nurse Corps. After
graduating from nursing school and a year of college, I
entered the Franciscan Sisterhood of which my eldest sister
was a member.

During my twenty years as a nun, I lived a community
life of prayer, meditation, study, and worship, as well as
service as a nurse. Those years were a time of growth and
deepening of my faith, not without periods of doubt and
difficulty. I worked as a nurse and instructor for a number of
those years mostly at a hospital and nursing school in
southern Ohio. In 1964 my superiors asked me to direct the
community’s baccalaureate program in nursing at the College
of St. Teresa. I went to New York City in 1965 to prepare for
that assignment. While studying at Teachers College,
Columbia I met Betsy O’Neill (now Jones).
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Betsy was newly active in the Unification Church and
eagerly witnessed to me about Divine Principle and True
Parents. I found the ideas interesting but unlikely to be true,
especially the idea that someone other than Jesus would fulfill
the second coming of Christ. This was a time of questioning
for many Catholics and I was among them. The world seemed
to be increasingly chaotic and the church less and less
effective in slowing the decline of society. The ongoing
Vatican Council which Pope John XXIII had convened in 1965
gave some hope, but for many doubts remained.

Although skeptical about this new revelation, I agreed to
study the Divine Principle and over some weeks I did,
although with considerable resistance. I was impressed by the
character of the members I met, a family or two as well as the
women living in the Center and studying at the University. In
spite of my resistance, I found the teaching shed a great deal
of light on history —salvation history as well as events in my
family and my own life. It answered many of my questions. I
visited the Center in Washington DC and found deep
inspiration in the testimony of Young Oon Kim, the
missionary who headed the movement in America.

After some months of prayer, study, and many dreams
which I felt were guidance, I made a leap of faith and in May
of 1968 accepted Divine Principle and True Parents. I realized
that my whole life had been a preparation for this time. In
1968 I left the Sisterhood and moved into the New York
Center. I knew that I had made the right decision but
regretted the pain it caused those who had invested in me
over the years and who found my decision difficult to
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understand. Nevertheless, I felt their love and concern more
than judgment and count many of them among my friends
today.

As a young member I met the True Parents when they
came to Washington, DC for the first Blessing in America in
1969. True Father spoke to us every evening during that visit,
inspiring and encouraging us, sharing his vision for the
coming world of peace and answering our questions. After
breakfast one morning he asked me how I liked my new life
and I replied that actually in many ways it was like my life in
the convent. He frowned and replied, “You didn’t have
brothers, did you?”

When Father sent out bus teams to witness in 1974 a few
of us were left at Church Headquarters to communicate with
the bus teams and to assist members immigrating from
Europe and Japan to work as missionaries in America. After
Father appointed church representatives to all the states,
several other sisters and I visited Church Centers across the
country as itinerary workers.

From 1975 until 1994 I worked with missionaries David
Kim, Young Oon Kim, and other faculty in pioneering the
Unification Theological Seminary as its Academic Dean.
Administrators and faculty members representing Judaism,
Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, eastern religions,
Unificationism, and psychology often enjoyed spirited
discussions over lunch and in faculty meetings. One day a
professor asked Young Oon Kim if she believed that Rev.
Moon was the Messiah. She replied that she believed that he



was called to be the Messiah and that she would do
everything in her power to help him fulfill that calling.

True Father often visited the Seminary and spoke to
faculty and students, hiked with them through the woods to
fish in the Hudson River lagoon, and poured out so much love
and hope for them. President Kim was always in close and
spirited attendance.

In 1975 I went to Korea for the 1800 Couple Blessing. True
Father matched me with Ernest Stewart, who had joined the
Unification Church in Las Vegas in 1963 after twenty years in
the US Army. The international Blessing took place on the
following day, February 8, 1975. After the Blessing we spent
several weeks witnessing and sightseeing in Japan and Korea
and then returned to America. Ernest and I worked at the
Seminary from 1975 until 1994.

Our hopes to have a child were fulfilled in 1981 with the
birth of Michael, a child conceived for us by Dirk and Barbara
tenWolde, friends of ours from the 1800 Couple Blessing.
Receiving and raising Michael added an unimaginably rich
dimension to our lives. We remain forever grateful for their
offering of love.

The Seminary was home for Michael in his preteen years.
He grew up there attending a local school but also playing
with children of Seminary students and staff (Feffermans,
Webers, Burtons, and others). We missed Michael during the
year that he, Farley Jones, Paul Byrne, and Josh Alexander
joined other second-generation teens in the GOP program in
Korea. When he returned Ernest, he, and I moved to Albany.
Michael attended Colonie High School in Albany and then
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went on to earn a bachelor’s degree at RPI in Troy. Ernest and
I were part of the Albany Church and worked with Sebastian
and Mereth Huemer, Farley and Betsy Jones, the Denns,
Chaumonts, Beaudoins, and other families. In 2004 and 2005
we lived with Traudl Byrne in the Red Hook area.

In 2002 Michael and Elizabeth Bonini, the eldest daughter
of Bruce and Betsy Bonini, copastors of the Unification
Church in Mountain Home, Pennsylvania, were Blessed in
marriage. After Michael graduated RPI in 2003 he and
Elizabeth lived and worked together in Philadelphia and the
Washington DC area for two years. Their first child, Kieran
was born there. In 2006 they moved to Ithaca, New York.
Ernest and I moved to Ithaca to live with them the same week
that their daughter Annoura was born. We were grateful to
live as a three-generation Blessed family for the next three
years and came to a deeper appreciation of each other and of
the challenges and blessings of our earlier years. We loved
being a part of our grandchildren’s lives.

Ernest's health declined in 2009. After several
hospitalizations he was back home for little more than a week
when he had a stroke which left him unable to talk. This
culminated in his passing to the spiritual world in August of
2009. It's said that one sees things clearly when you go to
spirit world. The same may be true for a spouse who's left
behind. Much as we had grown closer, it was with his passing
and the months without him that I could love and appreciate
him in all his goodness and uniqueness. The birth of Aaren in
2010 and Marijn in 2015 (and an ongoing renovation of our
house) kept us looking and moving forward.
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Attending the Original Divine Principle Workshop in Las
Vegas in January 2010 was a renewing experience for me. I
continued to live with Michael, Elizabeth, and my
grandchildren, an active homeschooling family with a big
heart. We participated in Sunday Hoon Dok with Chad and
Ann Hoover and second-generation students from Cornell
and Ithaca College. I devote some time to volunteer work and
enjoy short courses and other activities such as strength
building and Spirit Circle at Lifelong, Ithaca’s senior center. I
usually work a day each week as an RN at an Extended Care
facility. At home, reading, prayer, household chores, mail,
and email lay claim to my time. I maintain connections with
my younger siblings, a brother in Montana, and a sister in
Minnesota, as well as nieces and nephews and members of
our Unification family. I appreciate the FFWPU newsletter,
the Cornerstone, Applied Unificationism, and other media
which keep us aware of what’s happening in the worldwide
providence and inspired about all that is being accomplished
even in the face of almost insurmountable obstacles.

I am grateful to God and True Parents for all they have
done, for the blessing of being alive at this time, and for
whatever contribution the 1800 couples and our central
Blessed Families are making in realizing the Kingdom of
Heaven on earth.
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