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something “For Your Journal”, or some additional material connecting to was spoken
about in the ‘conversations’ with the students in the main body of the text.

“The authors gradually, step by step, introduce the reader to the world of higher
values: merciful love, compassion, nobility, righteousness, courage, etc. The authors
try to use common sense as the starting point and experiences that the readers may
have had to show that these core values of human existence are

natural and essential for life.”
R. G. Aprysian, Ph.D.
Senior Lecturer, Institute of Philosophy
Russian Academy of Science

“From the point of view of experienced teachers and scientific workers in general,
who have had more than 35 years of practical experience as teachers, the textbook
My World & I: The Way of Unification is a unique event in the field of teaching theory
and school practice. The textbook absolutely deserves the highest commendation.
This publication of the International Educational Foundation is an altruistic effort
directed at supporting humanitarianism by promoting universal values among

youth.”
Olga R. Archegova, Robert M. Ganiev
Assistant Professors of Education, Vladikavkaz State University, Russia

“Unfortunately the modern concept of education does not give proper attention to the
idea of personal moral growth. How does one attain personal maturity? How is
happiness achieved? What is the meaning of a decent life? How can one distinguish
good from evil? What is morality? In posing these questions the authors of the
textbook do not hurry to give ready answers. On the contrary, they aim to stimulate
thinking on these questions and to encourage the mind to listen to the voice of one’s

conscience.”
Pavel S. Gurevich, Ph.D.
Professor of Philosophy, Moscow Social Pedagogical Institute
Vice-President, Academy of Humanitarian Research

“The authors suggest that norms and values of different cultures and religions not
only do not contradict each other but are either fundamentally alike or in many
ways complement each other. The textbook invites children to reflect on such impor-

tant values as goodness, mercy, honesty and conscience.”
M. Lutfulioev, Ph.D.
Director of the Scientific Research Institute of Pedagogical Science
Dushanbe, Tajikistan

“The book, in agreement with Russian pedagogical tradition, puts priority on moral
upbringing rather than on intellectual development. However, teaching about the
role of the conscience is presented in detail for the first time in a Russian textbook.
“The fight against the influence of alcohol, nicotine and other drugs on children
is one ofthe most acute problems worldwide. The tactfully-presented material on
these topics can be considered a triumph of those who are the authors of this text-

book.”
T. Molodstova, Ph.D.
Dean of the Department of Social Pedagogy
Taganrog State Pedagogical University
A. Fyodorov, Ph.D.
Professor of Social Pedagogy
Taganrog State Pedagogical University, Russia
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Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the sincere invest-
ment of heart and effort by the many people involved in the production of these
books. Working under my guidance on the original writing team were Myra Stanecki-
Kozlowski, William Haines, Dorothy Kolomeisky, Anna Bzhiska and Prof. Bronislav
Bitinas, a well-known pedagogue from Vilnius University in Lithuania, who served as
scientific editor. This team worked long hours with a sense of urgency investing their
creative energies to produce the first editions. Others who worked in the creation of
the Russian editions were Kevin Convery, as art director, Claude Aubert and Arthur
Dagilev, in design and layout, and many others too numerous to mention by name.
All of their efforts are deeply appreciated. As well I would like to express my gratitude
to those who worked on the present English editions of these books: Robert Beebe—
project coordinator, Jack Corley and Thomas Phillips—advisors, Josephine Hauer and
Hyun Jin Schuller—copy editors, Gareth Davies—research, and Renee Corley—
proofreader. I would like also to give a special word of thanks to Ittetsu Aoki and his
team for their valuable support of this project.

My hope is that these books, which have given much inspiration and joy to
thousands of school children and their teachers in the former Soviet Union, in their
English editions will benefit countless others throughout the world and contribute to
the character development of the young generation in many different nations and
cultures.

Dr. Joon Ho Seuk

President, IEF International
Director, My Journey in Life Project
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