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Drugs and Our Youth: Focus on Prevention

When people adopt a healthy lifestyle, the appeal of drugs
diminishes.

Dr. Joon Ho Seuk
Director of the writers’ team
President, IEF International



























































































Drugs and Our Youth: Focus on Prevention

punished traffickers and ordered the destruction of 1,300 tons
of opium.® However, opium represented one seventh of all of
England’s trade, and it retaliated with two opium wars, which
forced China to open its markets. By 1878, there were 100
million addicts in China. In the 1950s the drug trade was
severely curtailed in China. However, China’s open door
policy made the country more vulnerable to the growing
worldwide drug trade.

















































“Drug abuse continues to emerge as a strategy among youth to cope

with the problems of unemployment, neglect, violence and sexual
abuse. At the same time, there is considerable abuse of drugs among socially
integrated young people, in particular in the industrialized world. This may
be attributed in part to the fact that significant portions of the world’s youth
population are being exposed to a culture that appears to be more tolerant
towards the use of drugs. The data available present a situation of concernin
termsofthe abuse ofdrugsamong young peoplein almostevery region ofthe
world. The changing perception of cannabis among young people, the
increasing abuse of amphetamine-type stimulants and the widespread abuse
of other drugs indicate a need for innovative approaches and the adaptation

of prevention strategies aimed at reducing the demand for llicit drugs.”

Youth and Drugs: A Global Overview,
Report of the Secretariat: Commission on Narcotic Drugs,

UN. Economic and Social Council.

“Drug use is a misguided attempt to find the meaning of life that
gives users a false and temporary sense of power and control. The

drug problem s fundamentally a moral one.”

WILLIAM BENNETT
Former US Secretary of Education and National Drug Control Folicy Director
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