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November 10, 1981
True Father Proposes International Highway

At the 10th International Conference on the Unity of the Sciences (ICUS), held in Seoul, Korea, from
November 9 to 13, 1981, True Father proposed the construction of a “Great Asian Highway” which
eventually would link the world. This, he said, “would be a great international highway around which
freedom is guaranteed.” He also envisioned the highway as a spur for economic development and cultural
integration. His call resulted in the establishment of the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute and the
International Highway Construction Corporation, which conducted extensive private research and public
relations activities during the 1980s and 1990s. In 2005, at the Inaugural Convocation of the Universal
Peace Federation (UPF), True Father renewed his call for an International Highway System, focusing on
“a passage for transit across the Bering Strait.”

November 10, 2011
David S.C. Kim’s Seonghwa Ceremony

The Seonghwa Ceremony for David S.C. Kim was held at the Unification Theological Seminary

David S.C. Kim working with the One World Crusade



David S.C. Kim, one of the five founding members of the Unification Church in 1954, the second
missionary to the United States in 1959, and the founding president of Unification Theological Seminary
(1975-1994), passed away on November 8, 2011, at age 96. On his passing, True Father stated that he had
“entered the Garden of Heaven as a representative of filial piety and loyalty.”

November 12, 1965
Mr. Sang Ik “Papa-san” Choi Arrives in San Francisco

True Father with Mr. Sang Ik “Papa-san” Choi prior to his departure as a missionary

Mr. Sang Ik “Papa-san” Choi, the first successful Unification Church missionary to Japan, began his
mission in the United States on November 12, 1965. He was the fourth Korean missionary to pioneer the
United States, following Miss Young Oon Kim, Mr. David S.C. Kim and Col. Bo Hi Pak. Mr. Choi was
joined by Daikon Ohnuki and Soo Lim (later known as “Onni” Durst). They, along with Mrs. Choi, the
Chois’ infant son and three members from the church in Japan, developed what later became the
International Re-Education Foundation in San Francisco. Mr. Choi adapted “Principles of Education” and
a social movement rather than church profile to reach the secular Bay Area audience and hippie youth.
The original community of eight doubled itself with eight new American members by the end of 1967. A
pattern of doubling membership annually continued until 1971.

November 15, 1985
True Father Awarded Honorary Doctorate by the University of La Plata

More than 500 people filled the United Nations Delegates’ Dining Room on November 15, 1984, when
True Father and Dr. Bo Hi Pak were awarded honorary degrees of Doctor Honoris Causa from the
Catholic University of La Plata, Argentina. True Mother received the degree on behalf of True Father,
who at the time was incarcerated at the Federal Correctional Institution at Danbury, Connecticut.
Monsignor Antonio Jose Plaza, archbishop of La Plata and chancellor of the university, traveled to New
York to bestow the award despite objections from the Vatican. True Mother thanked the chancellor and
university for their “courageous stand ... in recognizing and honoring my husband at this difficult time.”
True Father previously had received an honorary doctorate in law from Ricker College, Maine, in 1975.
During his time in Danbury, he received four additional honorary doctorates. The first was awarded by La
Plata University, also in Argentina. The second, on May 11, 1985, was conferred by the Shaw University
Divinity School, affiliated with the Methodist Church. The third, on May 28, 1985, was from the Bible
Theological Seminary of the State of Florida, and the final one was awarded by Vennard College on
August 15, 1985.

November 15, 1985
The First Assembly of the World’s Religions

More than 600 spiritual leaders, clergy, professors, artists, students and professionals from 85 nations
gathered at the Americana Great Gorge resort, in McAfee, New Jersey, for the first Assembly of the
World’s Religions from November 15 to 21, 1985. Sponsored by the International Religious Foundation
(IRF), it was envisioned as the first of three assemblies commemorating the 100thanniversary of the
World Parliament of Religions held in Chicago in 1893. The theme of Assembly One was “Recovering
the Classical Heritage.” Stylistic banners representing the world faith traditions were created for the
occasion by the famed banner-maker Norman Lalibertte. Participants gathered daily for meditations,



plenary talks, discussion groups, and informal presentations of song and storytelling. A practical outcome
of the assembly was the launch of the Religious Youth Service (RYS).

Dr. Hudson Smith, author on world religions,
greets True Father at the assembly

In his Founder’s Address, titled “Dialogue and
Alliance,” True Father memorably stated, “As
far as I know, God is not sectarian. He is not
obsessed with minor details of doctrine. We
should quickly liberate ourselves from
theological conflict, which results from blind
attachment to doctrines and rituals, and instead
focus on living communication with God.” He
contended, “Only through a religious and
spiritual revolution bringing great harmony,
love and compassion will we finally realize the
ideal world of peace.” He also expressed three
goals for the assembly:

First, that the world’s religious traditions
respect each other and at least work to keep in
check any inter-religious conflicts and wars.
Second, that the assembly serve the world by

becoming a cooperative community of religions ... calling religious people to practical action,
encouraging all people to live by God-centered values, and fostering the development of human minds
and spirits. Third, that the assembly develop into an organization in which the major leadership of all

religions participate.



