True Father Begins First World Tour - Making Holy Grounds Around the World

January 28, 1965

True Father at the Twin Peaks Holy Ground in San Francisco

By the mid-1960s, work in Korea had solidified to the point that the Unification Church was ready to give
serious attention to the world mission. The clearest indication of this was True Father's first world tour in
1965. The main purpose of the tour was to connect the foundation that had been established in Korea to
the world. True Father commented:

In 1965, I embarked on my first trip around the world. My suitcase was filled with soil and stones
from Korea. My plan was that, as I traveled around the world, I would plant Korea's soil and
stones in each country to signify Korea's linkage to the world. For ten months, I toured forty
countries, including Japan, the United States, and the nations of Europe. ... When I returned to
Seoul, my suitcase was full of soil and stones from 120 locations in forty countries. ... I
connected Korea to these forty countries in this way to prepare for the day in the future when the
world of peace would be realized.

After spending two weeks in Japan, True Father stayed in the United States for nearly five months, from
February 12 until July 1. He set up 55 Holy Grounds in all 48 continental United States. After a short trip
to Canada and several South American countries, True Father began the European portion of his tour. He
then traveled to the more ancient lands of Egypt and the Middle East. While in Iran, True Father learned
of the war between Pakistan and India. Avoiding Pakistan entirely, it was only after difficulty that his
party got out of India and traveled to Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam, which was full of
American GIs. Then followed the Philippines, Hong Kong, Taiwan and finally Japan on September 29,
where after 12 days, on October 10, True Father returned to Korea, 260 days after his departure.



