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Accompanied by Mrs. Won Bok Choi, Rev. Young Hwi Kim (president, HSA-UWC Korea) and Mr. 

Mitsuharu Ishii (director, HSA-UWC Business Enterprises, Japan), True Parents arrived in Los Angeles, 

California, on December 11, 1971, to begin a new phase in their global ministry. 

 

However, things did not go smoothly: They were denied visas, ironically, because of alleged communist 

affiliations. As a consequence, the group flew to Toronto, Canada, the next day. 

 

This problem was straightened out over the following week, thanks to high-level contacts that U.S. 

Unificationists had cultivated through the Freedom Leadership Foundation (FLF). Cleared to enter the 

United States, True Parents arrived in Washington, D.C., on December 18. It was there that True Father 

announced his plan to hold revival meetings in major U.S. cities. 

 

As the Unification Church in America to this point consisted of disparate missionary groups, it is 

appropriate to date the birth of the church in America from True Parents' arrival. 

 

And since True Father had not spoken publicly either in Korea or Japan, the birth of the U.S. church 

coincided with the beginning of a new phase in his public ministry. 

 

 

 

 


