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Moon Shin-chul addressing a meeting of Family Federation members in South Korea in April 2026

Leadership transition draws media attention as grandson
takes the helm and Family Federation prepares a new
generation of leaders

South Korean media have reported that the Family Federation
for World Peace and Unification (FFWPU), commonly known in

the country as Unificationism (& & 1), has established a new
top-level organizational body, the World Headquarters,

appointing Moon Shin-chul (4! &), a grandson of founders

Sun Myung Moon (=41 Q) and Hak Ja Han (2+StA}, as its
head. The appointments have renewed media discussion about
the movement's future leadership and the possibility of
hereditary succession amid the current legal difficulties and
absence from the religious organization's day-to-day activities of

Moon Shin-heung, here speaking Hak Ja Han (22X}, also called Mother Han.
to members in Japan in August

2026

On 13th October, several South Korean media outlets reported
on the appointments, citing a 29th September internal document

obtained by Japan's Mainichi Shimbun. According to the
document, the World Headquarters was established as the

Federation's highest-level organizational body, with Moon Shin-

HANI.CO.KR . . . .
Hankyoreh, one of South Korea's chul (4! - born 1999) appointed as its director. His younger
largest and most influential daily brother, Moon Shin-heung (%! - born 2001), was named
newspapers

head of the newly established Cheonshim Cultural Institute,
which is responsible for overseeing cultural content and communications. The various media reports
correctly state the brothers are in their twenties.

The reports identify Moon Shin-chul (%!%) and Moon Shin-heung (£ 4! Z) as sons of Moon Hyo-jin

(22Tl - 1961-2008), the eldest son of Sun Myung Moon (=41 &) and Hak Ja Han (8t A}).




Hankyoreh quoted the large Japanese media outlet Mainichi Shimbun as observing that, with Mother Han
currently absent from the organization, her grandson would effectively assume a leading position.
However, the Japanese newspaper also cited expert assessments suggesting that, given his young age and
limited experience, the Family Federation would probably continue to be run in practice through

collective leadership, with established senior officials supporting him.

Pressian, a prominent progressive,
independent South Korean online
news publication. Its name is a
portmanteau (blend word) of the
English word "Press" and the
acronym "IAN" (Internet
Alternative News)

JoongAng Ilbo, one of South
Korea's largest and most
influential dailies.

The online news outlet Pressian, in a 14th October report, framed
the appointments more explicitly as a sign that hereditary
succession was taking shape. Its headline described the
development as Unificationism's own form of "hereditary
succession". The article noted that the younger brother of Moon

Shin-chul (24! %) had simultaneously been appointed to lead

the cultural organization, interpreting the two appointments as
part of a broader leadership transition. It also highlighted the
timing: Mother Han, 83, was appealing a 31st August first-
instance verdict sentencing her to two years in prison for
offences related to political funds and alleged bribery.

The succession question had already attracted attention earlier in
the year. In a 17th February article, JoongAng Ilbo examined
competing interests surrounding the Family Federation's future

leadership. It identified Moon Shin-chul (4! and Moon

-

Shin-heung (45 as Mother Han's preferred successors and

highlighted the role of their mother, Choi Yeon-ah (X 10} -

also known as Moon Yeon-ah (.= & O}), who previously served as Mother Han's chief secretary and is

—-_

[=)

now chair of the Sunhak Educational Foundation. The article also mentioned Moon Hoon-sook (& &%),
director of Universal Ballet, as another significant figure in the network surrounding the potential

SUCCEeSsSOors.

What the various South Korean media reports fail to mention, is the fact that there has already existed a

World headquarters within the Family Federation. Doo Seung-yeon (& ), aka. Ken Doo, was its

director from August 2025 to September 2026. Before him, Dr. Song Yong-cheon (-3-

£ 7H) served as

International President from May 2023, taking over after Yoon Yeong-ho (& @ 2), who held the position

of Director General of the international headquarters since May 2020.

Dr. Michael Balcomb, here
speaking in London on Sep. 20,
2026

At an international prayer meeting on Zoom 14th October, Dr.
Michael Balcomb, President of the Family Federation in Europe
and the Middle East, commented on the latest leadership change
where Moon Shin-chul has been asked to officially take
responsibility for the leadership of our international headquarters
together with his brother Moon Shin-heung. Dr. Balcomb said,

"The last year and a half, they've been touring the churches of
Korea and supporting True Mother, visiting her many times in
detention. But now they're being asked to step up.

And in response to that, all around the world, efforts are being
made to prepare the next generation of young leaders who can
work with them in the time to come. And that's on every level.

And as you heard a couple of weeks ago, also here in Europe,
where we're beginning the search now for the next continental
directors."

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor
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