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Loving your family means giving your life 

 

"I love you." These are the sweetest words. They are the first words, because through love all life begins. 

But human beings can speak these words either responsibly or irresponsibly. God also gave animals the 

power to multiply through love. Animals search for a partner with whom to bear and raise offspring. But 

they differ from us in that for them, love is instinctual and they are not responsible to make moral 

decisions related to love. For human beings, in contrast to animals, love is accompanied by responsibility. 

Love practiced with moral responsibility is what we call "true love." 

 

husband and wife who believe in the sanctity of love and fulfill their responsibility accordingly are 

practicing true love. Through their love, God creates a nest of happiness. True love makes us true 

husbands and wives who, after giving birth to sons and daughters, grow to become true parents. The 

saying, "When one's home is harmonious, all goes well," is a truth of the highest value; it was true in the 

past, it is true today and it will be true in the future. True love is the most important factor in creating a 

happy family. My husband and I conduct True Family Value education and bless the marriages of couples 

of all races, nations and religions for the sake of creating families of true love. 

 

With true love, you can gladly give your life for your family. Sacrificing your life for your family is at 

once heroic and tragic. I am reminded of a very sad event that took place in Belize, Central America in 

early 2019. A Japanese couple, Takayuki and Junko Yanai, who participated in the 1988 Blessing 

Ceremony of 6,500 couples, have been doing mission work in Belize since 1996. One night an armed 

burglar broke into their family home. He shot at Mr. Yanai, but at that instant their third son, 19-year-old 

Masaki, jumped in front of the bullet, giving his life to save his father. 

 

When I received the report of this event, I closed my eyes, unable to speak for some time. Of course, no 

family lives a perfectly tranquil life, but it is truly heartbreaking to see a family meet with such a terrible 

tragedy. 

 

I also know the pain of losing a family member, of saying goodbye to a child while remaining in this 

world myself. Four of my children have already departed this life. Is not every father and mother 

committed to give their life to save their child, as Masaki did for his father? Love between parents and 

children most resembles God's love. Love within the family is the model of the love that God desires us to 

practice in all spheres of life. 

 

There are stories like that of the Yanai family, where misfortune suddenly comes from the outside, but 

there are also stories where families suffer misfortune upon themselves. Discord between husbands and 

wives is one of the main reasons our world cannot be at peace. There are 7.7 billion people on earth 

today, but the creation of peace really depends upon two people -- one man and one woman, that is, a 

husband and wife. People enter into various types of relationships and encounter different kinds of 

problems, but the root of all these problems is the same -- the flawed relationship between man and 

woman. Peace will come when two people, a man and a woman, trust and love each other. If men and 

women can fulfill their mutual responsibility to trust and love each other, the world will become the 

happy place we all wish it to be. 

 

I'm saying that each person's happiness depends on his or her ability to achieve peace in their marriage 

and family. When true parents, true spouses and true children form a peaceful family, happiness follows 

naturally. Harmony is created when parents, children and grandchildren unite in heart. No matter what 



 

 

difficulties come, the parents' heart of love for their sons and daughters and the grandparents' heart of love 

for their grandchildren should never change. Grandchildren, also, need to respect and love their 

grandparents. The greatest happiness is generated within the family where three generations live together 

in love. 

 

Children of true filial piety are those who sacrifice for their parents just as their parents have sacrificed for 

them. Before striving to be a loyal patriot, each person must first become a filial child before his or her 

parents and a sibling who sacrifices for his or her brothers and sisters. A man or woman becomes a truly 

filial son or daughter when he or she is married. Truly filial sons and daughters are those who present 

children to their parents, thereby becoming true parents themselves. 

 

The family is the world's most important institution, and Heavenly Parent created it to be the environment 

of the greatest happiness and goodness. The goodness is because your mother and father are there, and the 

happiness is because your brothers and sisters are there. All people without exception miss their 

hometown. When we live in a foreign land, our hearts ache for our hometown. We miss our nation 

because our hometown is there, and we miss our hometown because our family is there. 

 

A flower called sacrifice 

 

It was 1961, and our church was filled with brides and bridegrooms standing solemnly side by side, each 

bride holding a bouquet. Outside the gate, however, angry parents gathered. Through the windows came 

the clamor of raised voices. "I'm absolutely against this wedding!" They energized each other with their 

outrage. "That Mr. Moon took my daughter to marry her off like this! I will never give my consent -- let 

her out of there!" One of them even threw coal ashes over the gate, dirtying the wedding gown of a 

beautiful bride. 

 

When the Unification Church conducted its first large wedding ceremony, many throughout Korea stood 

in vehement opposition. Parents opposed to the wedding turned a sacred venue, where the newlyweds 

should have been congratulated, into a place of pandemonium. There are no words to describe how 

severely we were attached and maligned at that time. Yet we overcame the hurt and embraced the 

opposition. We have conducted what we call the Blessing Ceremony for over half a century, blessing in 

marriage hundreds of thousands of couples of all races, nations and religions throughout the world. This 

is a testimony to the fact that the Blessing Ceremony is a manifestation of God's love and truth. 

 

The marriage Blessing Ceremony conducted by the True Parents is a sacrament rooted in single-minded 

devotion. It is a ceremony of true love and true love embodies sacrifice. A poet once said, "Love is the 

pain of giving up myself." We cannot achieve true love without offering ourselves. Man is born for 

woman and woman for man. Naturally and joyfully we should sacrifice ourselves for our beloved. This is 

nowhere more evident than in our cross-cultural marriages 

 

*** 

 

"You have graduated from a prominent university, and you have a good job. Think about it -- the person 

who is to be your spouse is of a different race, and her family lives halfway around the world. Are you 

going to go through with this?" When asked this question, most people will waver. Our members on the 

other hand, immediately answer, "Yes, I will. This is something I am thankful to do for a great purpose." 

 

The Unification movement teaches that intercultural, interracial families are the key to world peace. 

During my husband's life, most of our members requested that he and I arrange their marriage, for the 

purpose of their making a complete offering of their lives to God. In many cases, if not most, they knew 

that this meant they would be dedicating their life to someone who is quite different from them, who 

might not speak their language or know their culture. They wanted their marriage to be grounded in 

nothing but God, True Parents and the principles of peace. Our brides and bridegrooms requested this 

path with gratitude, but their parents sometimes desperately opposed it. It was the parents of the 

thousands of Korean-Japanese couples that faced the greatest difficulty. 

 

One Korean father represented many when he wrote to my husband, "When I think about what we 

suffered under Japanese colonial rule, my blood still boils. To think that my son will marry the daughter 

of our enemy nation! I will never accept a Japanese daughter-in-law into our family. Never!" Many 

parents of the Japanese divide felt the same from their side of the divide. 

 

Jesus said, "Love your enemy." Most people admit that a peaceful world will come only when we love 

our enemies. Nonetheless, it is not easy for most of us to translate Jesus'. words into action. Some brides 

and grooms bit their lips as they took part in these joint wedding ceremonies. Their course was by no 

means smooth as they prepared for their marriage and spent the first years of their lives together. But their 

commitment to live for a purpose beyond themselves, centered on God, gave them the strength necessary 

to liquidate the underlying terrible history of their two nations that had been enemies. They were able to 

dissolve this bitter root through coming to understand each other and healing each other's pain. 



 

 

 

*** 

 

In the autumn of 2018, we held a Rally of Hope at the Cheongshim Peace World Center, an arena with a 

capacity of 20,000 located in our HJ Cheonwon complex, east of Seoul. . During a members' testimony 

session, Keiko Kobayashi, a Japanese wife living in Korea's South Jeolla Province with a Korean 

husband, came to the podium to share her heart. 

 

In 1998, she said, while living a comfortable life as a public official in Japan, she applied for the matching 

and was matched and then blessed in marriage to a Korean man. She moved to Korea, expecting that they 

would live happily as newlyweds. However, her hopes for happiness were dashed because her husband 

suffered from epilepsy. Although he was usually calm when under stress he was prone to epileptic fits. He 

grew lethargic and became indifferent about life in general. Nothing could inspire him. 

 

Keiko thought seriously about ending the marriage and returning to Japan. But first she decided to put her 

mind at ease by traveling to our Chung Pyung Training Center to offer a week of prayer and devotions 

before making her final decision. She had already had many good experiences at this Center, participating 

in workshops with hundreds of members from Korea, Japan and around the world. For several days, she 

clung to God, prayed to Him, and turned her ears toward Heaven. God heard her prayer, and spoke to her: 

"My beloved daughter! Just as I love you as my daughter, I love your husband as my son. Can you not 

take care of him on My behalf, as my poor son whose body is weak and who is living in loneliness?" "My 

beloved daughter! Just as I love you as my daughter, I love your husband as my son. Can you not take 

care of him on My behalf, as my poor son whose body is weak and who is living in loneliness?" 

 

Hearing this, she said, she broke down in tears of repentance and sincerely asked God for forgiveness. 

She returned home, opened her heart to her husband and learned to love him. Soon thereafter, God 

rewarded her by giving them a lovely son and changes began taking place in her husband. His health 

improved, he was able to get a job, and the family stabilized. Now they are living happily together, raising 

five sons and daughters. This is what Keiko shared with the audience. 

 

A few days after that rally, I convened a meeting at Chung Pyung with more than 4,000 Japanese wives of 

Korean husbands; they had gathered from all parts of Korea. I gave small presents to those among them 

who, as luck would have it, had their birthday on that day. I asked them if they had ever received a 

birthday gift from their husbands. Most of them answered that they did not celebrate birthdays at all 

because they were too busy with the strenuous task of making a living in rural areas. Yet not one of them 

was discontented. They testified that their lives were dedicated to God's will and that when they faced 

difficulties their bond with True Parents strengthens them. 

 

I treasure these women all the more because they endured and sacrificed themselves as representatives of 

their nation. They gathered in Seoul in 2019 to pay respects to the spirit of Ryu Gwan sun, a girl of 18 

who, in 1920, gave her life as a martyr in protest of the Japanese occupation in Korea. Our Japanese 

sisters gathered in their kimonos to pray for the young woman martyr for independence and to ask for 

forgiveness on behalf of Japan. 

 

*** 

 

Happiness does not come to us when we have everything. It comes mysteriously, when we have 

seemingly lost everything yet still feel gratitude. When a woman marries a man with a disability or who is 

of a different religious background or racial minority, that is where God can. work miracles. True love 

transcends historical divisions that resulted from sin and allows happiness and heavenly fortune to find a 

home. The blessed marriage tradition places true love above considerations of appearance and social 

status. A person that develops true character and a warm heart will make a good spouse. When you meet 

such a person and give him or her all your love, yours becomes a worthy life indeed. 

 

The marriage Blessing Ceremony of the Unification Church movement is the most sacred and precious 

event in human history. Why? It is because the Blessing imparts Heavenly Parents' spiritual reality and 

allows a man and a woman to embody it as one flesh. It is the veritable marriage supper of the Lamb of 

which the Bible speaks. Our larger Blessing Ceremonies gather tens of thousands of couples, but there 

have been some with just three or four, and once in a while my husband and I have blessed just one 

couple. Thousands of our representative blessed central families in Korea and throughout the world have 

also officiated Blessing Ceremonies. 

 

Millions of couples have received the marriage Blessing. You will find these blessed families in every 

country. Couples composed of a Korean groom and Japanese bride, an American groom and German 

bride, a Senegalese groom and Filipino bride, all live in happiness. They overcome differences in 

language and lifestyle. The foundation for this is in the vows that blessed couples make during the 

Blessing Ceremony, that the husband and the wife share true love and live in accordance with God's will. 

 



 

 

A vision of true womanhood 

 

There is an old saying in the West, "Behind every great man is a great woman." It is true. The wife is 

necessary for the completion and perfection of the husband. Without his wife, a husband cannot be whole. 

A society in which womanhood does not complete and perfect manhood cannot give rise to a peaceful 

and just world. 

 

Women need to fulfill the mission of the wife as well as the mission of the mother. Both are essential to 

create a peaceful and just world. The mother gives birth to children and is called to raise them through 

their formative years. That is a right and responsibility given primarily to women. 

 

 
September 13, 1995: Mother Moon with George and Barbara Bush at the third anniversary celebration of 

the founding of the Woman's Federation for World Peace, Tokyo 

 

I have always been saddened by the reality of this world in which so often husbands fail to honor their 

wives, and children fail to honor their mothers. In every age, righteous women have carried out their 

missions as wives and mothers in the face of hardships. Following the path of women saints of all 

religious traditions, the women of our Unification movement, in response to the heart of True Parents, 

have attended God while shedding their sweat and tears throughout our global village. True Parents 

revealed the truth of the human Fall, and liberated women to fulfill their responsibilities as true daughters, 

true wives and true mothers. In this age, by God's providence, what was previously impossible has been 

made possible. 

 

Women are independent beings who represent God's feminine aspect and thus make men whole. It is time 

for women to rise above the popular trend of trying to improve their status by imitating men. This only 

casts the relationship between men and women as one of competition in a culture that ignores their God-

given and God-incarnating uniqueness. God designed men and women for a relationship in which each 

gives their divine and unique gifts to the other, and each receives the other's divine and unique gifts with 

true awareness and love. Women are not just men's assistants any more than men are women's assistants. 

Women and men need each other's protection. Through the true man-woman relationship, each perfects 

the other and becomes one with the other in the creation of a greater whole, embodied as a child, as a 

family, as a nation, and as the world. 

 

At this time, women need to follow Heaven's way, attend True Parents, and become central figures 

who together with men bring forth a new world based on the culture of heart. We need to rid ourselves of 

fallen traits and realize the original culture, bringing to fruition the nation and world of goodness and love 

long sought by humanity. This begins at the center of the world -- the home -- where each woman 

embraces her husband as the embodiment of true love, and raises their sons and daughters with the heart 

of a true parent. 

 



 

 

Based upon God's providence, my husband and I have called women to take the lead in the creation of 

families that embody God's original plan -- families in which the wife lives for her husband and the 

husband lives for his wife, the parents for the children and children for their parents. Such a family will 

overflow with love and God's blessing will come to stay. Women need to walk the path of a true mother 

and, at the same time, the path of a true wife and the path of a true daughter. Women have the magical 

power to create harmony and to soften hearts. Brides build bridges. The world of the future can be a 

world of reconciliation and peace, but only if it is based on the maternal love and affection of women. 

This is the true power of womanhood. The time has come for the power of true womanhood to save the 

world. 

 

 
September 18, 1991: Mother Moon at a speaking event in Japan, with eldest son Hyo-jin The new age 

centers on womanhood 

 

The new age centers on womanhood 

 

At the end of May in 2016, the United Nations hosted its "Education for Global Citizenship" conference 

in Gyeoongju, South Korea. The UN Secretary General and more than 4,000 representatives of non-

government organizations (NGOs) from 100 nations came together and held discussions on how to create 

a brighter world. At that conference, the UN selected the Women's Federation for World Peace to be a 

part of the discussions as one of the small number of NGOs with consultative status, in recognition of its 

genuine and wide-ranging activities for peace over the years. It seemed as if just a few days had passed 

since the Women's Federation was taking its first steps to establish itself in the world. In that moment, 

WFWP's spirit of peace and service, which we had practiced with devotion throughout the world, shone 

brightly. 

 

The inception of the Women's Federation traces back to 1991. In September of that year, some 7,000 

women, including the wife of the Japanese prime minister, came together in Tokyo, Japan, to inaugurate 

the Women's Federation for Peace in Asia. As the founder, I gave a speech entitled, "The True Love 

Movement Bringing Salvation to Asia and the World." The next year I gave a speech to 50,000 people in 

the Tokyo Dome, a crowd that had gathered with only 15 days' notice. I spoke with passion burning deep 

within, and many hearts were moved. 

 



 

 

The following April, 160,000 women from 70 countries gathered in Seoul. Four thousand buses created a 

traffic jam downtown as they conveyed these crowds to the main Olympic Stadium. This tremendous 

number of women leaders had come to participate in the proclamation of the era of women. The Women's 

Federation for World Peace was born on that day. This was not to be just one more women's organization 

but a mirror reflecting this new age. My speech that day provided a compass to guide humankind out of 

the world of war, violence and conflict and into the ideal world of one human family led by men and 

women in harmony, overflowing with love and peace. 

 

 
Mother Moon studying her speech as she travels between countries 

 

 
Father Moon attends Mother Moon's speech via the internet 

 

Over the months following that event, I traveled the world to encourage women leaders and launch a true 

women's movement that could win the hearts of both men and women. I joyfully met with leaders from 

all walks of life and we held women's conferences successfully all over the world. 

 

 



 

 

*** 

 

Until now, neither men nor women have known the true value of womanhood. As a result, men have not 

approached women with authentic appreciation. To break that mold, women in modern times have 

campaigned to advance their rights and achieve liberation from past restrictions. They have, for the most 

part, taken a position of complaint against men and channeled their energy into political movements to 

change laws. With a different perspective, I launched the Women's Federation for World Peace as a 

movement to awaken women to their true value and help them embrace men and develop themselves in 

partnership with men. 

 

To be a clear mirror that reflects this age, each woman first needs to be clear and pure within herself. 

Each needs to find the indominable power within that is necessary to overcome self-centeredness. She 

needs to become a true daughter who attends her parents with filial piety, and a true wife who completes 

her husband with fidelity and devotion. Moreover, she needs to become a true mother who raises her sons 

and daughters with love and dedication. She needs to form a family of the love that attends God. God will 

raise up such true women as leaders on the path to world peace. 

 

A mother's hand soothes a stomach ache 

 

"Mommy, my stomach hurts." 

 

When a child complains of stomach ache, his mother lays him on her lap and rubs his tummy without a 

single word. Her hands may be gnarled and rough, but in a few moments the child feels better. This may 

be a simple approach, but it is a practice based on love. We all dimly remember our mother's warm touch. 

This is the very touch with which I long to embrace all of humankind as a mother of the universe and a 

mother of peace. As we all know from our own experience, a mother hears her child's cry very clearly and 

she has no thought but to quickly run to her child. This is because a mother's love and attention are 

directed solely towards her children. A mother will walk through a fiery pit without hesitation to save her 

child. 

 

Koreans often pray for 'cheongbok,' which means living in happy contentment even without possessions 

or power. Health is most important for our happiness. We have a saying, "If you lose your possessions, 

you have lost little. If you lose your reputation, you have lost a lot. But if you lose your health, you have 

lost everything." Taking these words very seriously, I have long pondered over the secret of good health. 

It is not easy for anyone to live their entire life without ever getting sick. 

 

*** 

 

During my early life, I saw many people suffering from malnutrition or whose lives were broken by 

injury or disease. At age 16, when I entered St. Joseph's Nursing School, I felt joy and pride, knowing I 

had found exactly what I needed to do. However, in taking on the mission of the Mother of peace, I had 

no choice but to put that vocation aside. While traveling around the world, I saw many children who 

could have become healthy if they had better care. Some lost their sight, some had limbs amputated 

because they could not be treated in time. 

 

This pain remains as a deep knot in my heart. I want to be the mother who can embrace all people who ae 

ill, physically and spiritually. When we injure a toe, we feel the pain throughout our entire body. As the 

Mother of one family under God, I feel the pain of each person as my own pain. Having fallen ill myself 

in countries not my own, I know what it means to be a foreigner in need of medical care. 

 

Thus it was with great joy and satisfaction that Father Moon and I decided to realize the dream I had 

when I attended nursing school. We established an international hospital in Korea where all people can 

receive expert spiritual and physical care and feel a mother's touch. 

 

When we get sick, from the depth of our hearts, we yearn for our mother's warm touch. However, our 

mother is not always near us. To provide a mother's touch, after receiving permission to build in 1999, we 

opened the JH Magnolia International Medical Center (formerly Cheongshim International Medical 

Center) in 2003. It overlooks Chung Pyung Lake, where the waters are clear and the mountains are 

beautiful. The Medical Center is not a typical hospital. Beyond providing excellent standard treatment, we 

focus on the true meaning of health. Health does not simply mean having a sturdy body. An original 

human being has mind and body united in harmony. 

 

Thus, Unification medical science is based on the principles of truth and the spirit of love. The HJ 

Magnolia International Medical Center is the first facility to develop and implement this new model. 

Doctors and nurses from various nations take care of patients with a motherly heart in the midst of 

beautiful natural surroundings, which are Heaven's gifts. They are answering a question that has been 

neglected until now: "Does faith in God truly enhance our health?" The answer to this question is not 

difficult. For good health, the harmony of our mind and body is an important agent of healing, and faith is 



 

 

what allows us to realize that harmony. The HJ Magnolia International Medical Center not only uses 

state-of-the-art medical techniques, but it is also the first full-scale hospital to integrate spiritual healing in 

the prevention and treatment of disease. Behind this are True Mother's prayers for the physical and 

spiritual salvation of all people so that none may be orphans. 

 

 
Magnolia International Medical Center, HJ Cheonwon, South Korea 

 

We must take care of our health when we are healthy. Most of the time we tend to ignore that simple fact. 

In our busy lives, we can easily forget to take care of our mind and body. God gave us the blessing to "be 

fruitful," That does not only refer to producing offspring or generating material prosperity. It means to 

have spiritual, psychological and physical health. The mission of HJ Magnolia International Medical 

Center is to provide people that joy. 

 

*** 

 

Every year a team from the HJ Magnolia International Medical Center, together with volunteers from 

various walks of life, offers medical services in Southeast Asia and Africa. In these countries many 

people despair for lack of medical treatment. Lack of medication sometimes leads to amputation, 

blindness or even the loss of life. 

 

My husband and I established the HJ Magnolia Global Medical foundation in the hope for humankind to 

achieve total health, to provide everything from voluntary medical services in impoverished area to 

enlightenment as to the cause of disease and the path of true health. 

 

Women unite religions in the Middle East 

 

In 1969, on our first world tour together, my husband and I visited Israel. The day we arrived was 

extremely hot. Israel is a small country, one-fifth the size of South Korea. It did not take us so long to 

visit all the sites mentioned in the Bible. As we toured, we reflected on why the history of this area, which 

seemed to us so peaceful, has always been rife with disputes, conflicts and terrorism. 

 

The Middle East includes the holy land, where Jesus was born 2,000 years ago. It has been the home of 

eminent peoples whose flourishing civilizations led global culture. Today, however, it is marred by the 

bitterness of religious conflict, with terrorist attacks sometimes taking the lives of innocent people. 

 

Trusting God for our safety, our Women's Federation for World Peace dove into the heart of the Middle 

East to build peace through reconciliation and love. From the late 1960s, Unification men and women 

missionaries from Europe went out to countries in the Middle East, including Turkey, Jordan, Iran and 

Lebanon. Some were arrested and some were deported, but others found ways to stay. Even so, those who 

entered Islamic countries that strictly forbade other faiths to proselytize risked incarceration, beatings or 



 

 

worse from the authorities. Despite this, through the dedication, teaching and service of our members, the 

local people came to understand them and gradually opened the doors to their hearts. 

 

By the mid-1980s, these missionaries brought eminent Muslim clergy to our Assembly of the World's 

Religions and Council for the World's Religions conferences, and these clergy in turn brought Muslim 

citizens from the Middle East and North Africa, sometimes hundreds at a time, to attend 40-day Divine 

Principle workshops in New York in the early 1990s. Beginning in 1992, Islamic couples who were 

moved by the teachings of the Principle gratefully received the marriage Blessing. 

 

*** 

 

Upon this foundation, in November of 1993, I traveled to Turkey to speak on "True Parents and the 

Completed Testament Age." People tried to deter me from visiting the Middle East, saying it would be 

extremely dangerous and that audiences would walk out if I delivered a speech that did not suit them. 

That did not deter me in the least, for I had gone through worse situations many times. Even if there is 

only one person waiting to receive me, I consider it my mission as God's mediator, the only begotten 

Daughter, to go to the ends of the earth to meet that person and open for him or her the gate of salvation. 

 

As I was forewarned, half the audience in Istanbul got up and left during my speech because I did not 

mention either Islam or the Prophet Muhammad. I realized that the road ahead in the Middle East would 

not be a smooth one. On the heels of that event, my next engagement was in Jerusalem. My family and 

movement leaders again voiced concern. They pointed out that it was an epicenter of war and tried to 

persuade me to wait until a calmer time. 

 

Nonetheless, I went to Jerusalem and, after my arrival, encountered a different problem. Opposition from 

Jewish leaders had led to the venue abruptly canceling our reservation. We found another hall, but there, 

as in Istanbul, many people left during my speech because what I said was not in accord with their beliefs. 

As in Istanbul, neither daunted nor discouraged, I finished my speech. I knew that God had suffered over 

the Middle East for thousands of years, and I was experiencing a small taste of that pain. I knew that even 

those who left early had received something of value that would grow in their hearts. 

 

 
2003: ACLC clergy and participants march to the Field of Blood, Jerusalem 

 

As the world ushered in a new millennium, the American Clergy Leadership Conference took our 

ministry for peace in the Middle East to a new level. This initiative was to bring reconciliation between 

Jews and Christians. Based on this call for Christians to embrace the Jewish people, it was discovered that 



 

 

the cross is a barrier to that unity. Therefore Christians called for the "end of the era of the cross," taking 

down their crosses and focusing on the resurrection and victory of Jesus in love. In May 2003, members 

of the Christian clergy from the United States and Europe as well as Israel marched through the streets of 

Jerusalem carrying a cross. In a prayer of repentance and forgiveness, buried that cross in the Field of 

Blood, which is said to have been bought by Judas Iscariot with the 30 pieces of silver he received for 

betraying Jesus. A Jewish woman present at that event said she felt as if 4,000 years of sorrow on the part 

of her people had finally dissipated. 

 

Within the same year we conducted the Jerusalem Declaration for the reconciliation of the three 

Abrahamic faiths and held a ceremony in Jerusalem's main park. On that stage, Jewish, Christian, Muslim 

and Druze clergy crowned Jesus as the King of Israel. Our message was clear; Jesus came to humanity as 

our King of kings, but he was rejected and crucified, and so could not realize the literal kingdom of God 

that he declared to be near. The coronation ceremony was attended by people of all the Abrahamic faiths, 

thus liberating Jesus from his sorrow. On that day, and others like it, we created the environment in which 

religious leaders from around the world, together with Jewish and Palestinian Israelis, embraced in tears. 

 

*** 

 

The work carried out for peace in the Middle East was the fruit of many laborers in God's vineyard, 

including our women missionaries and Women's Federation members, in particular from Japan, who were 

inspired by True Parents' vision. They left their families to work devotedly for a decade or more in the 

desert, a land of sandstorms and extreme natural phenomena. 

 

Half a century has passed since my husband and I first visited the Middle East. I still vividly remember 

the excitement, mixed with concern, that I felt when I took my first step into the desert with the warm 

wind in my face. At that time, as we visited three Middle Eastern nations, we earnestly prayed for the 

entire region to unite in one heart and realize peace. 

 

For me, seeking peace is comparable to searching for a needle in the middle of a sandstorm. Success is 

accomplished only by the intervention of God, our Heavenly Parent. Thus it was with absolute faith, love 

and obedience in 1960 that my husband and I resolved never to turn back until we had established a 

peaceful world. 

 


