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The most beautiful flowers of Korea 

 

The first time people hear the Little Angels sing, 

 

they are astonished. They feel swept up in a beautiful wave of love and harmony. I hear comments like 

these all the time. 

 

"To me, it sounds like the voices of angels." And if one person expresses such admiration, the next will 

pour out even more praise. 

 

"What I am listening to is not a song! It is a happy chorus that brings rain to a parched soul." 

 

If we were to capture the distinctive feature of the Unification movement in one phrase, it would be "the 

culture of filial heart." "Filial heart," for which I coined the Korean word, "hyojeong." signifies sincere 

devotion and love toward our Heavenly Parent. "Heart," for which my husband coined the Korean word, 

"shimjeong," is the essence of beauty and original root of love. It is beauty that stimulates love to surge 

forth eternally. The culture of heart transcends time and space. In the world where God's will has been 

realized, a pure and immaculate culture of heart will flow forth like a river and waft like a breeze through 

all forms of artistic creativity.  

 

  
Founded in 1962, the Little Angels have performed some 7,000 times around the world    

 

As Jesus said of the little children, the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. A child sleeping 



 

 

peacefully is the epitome of peace. A child's innocent smile clearly illustrates what happiness is. A child's 

voice is gentle, but it opens the door to the heart, reconciles strangers and expresses happiness and peace. 

It is the power of the innocent voices of children joined in song that led my husband and I to found The 

Little Angels of Korea, a children's folk dance and singing troupe. 

 

During the Korean War, I saw many talented artists who were poor and homeless, seeking refuge and 

unable to display their work. During this time of Korea's post-war poverty, few people believed in the 

power of music and dance. No one even listened when my husband and I talked about culture and the arts. 

All they did was shake their heads and say, "It's difficult just finding enough to eat... Don't waste your 

time thinking about culture." But in my view, culture is not a luxury; it is a life essential. 

 

For 5,000 years, the Korean people refined culture as a part of everyday life. We are a people of the arts. 

The Korean culture is unique and beautiful, even though some of it was lost during the deprivations of the 

twentieth century. During my school days, one of my favorite pastimes was drawing. I even thought about 

becoming an artist. Instead of investing in that dream on a personal level, I helped bring the exceptional 

beauty of Korean culture onto the world stage. 

 

That is how the Little Angels came to be. Korea was in a state of poverty and political turmoil when, on 

Children's Day, May 5, 1962, my husband and I founded The Little Angels of Korea Children's Folk 

Ballet. Within our membership, there were many dissenting voices. Their first argument was that if we 

lacked the money to build a church, how would we raise money to run a song and dance troupe Some 

opined that an adult choir would be better than a children's dance troupe. There were perhaps a dozen 

objections to the plan, but my husband and I remained steadfast, and eventually, everyone united behind 

The Little Angels of Korea. 

 

The next hurdle was finding a place for the girls to practice. We managed to get free use of a dilapidated 

warehouse. It had a leaky roof and broken windows. With some hasty repairs we made it into a practice 

room. There was no stove there, so the girls blew on their hands to keep warm in the winter. Once the 

news got out about what we were doing, those who opposed our church laughed and said, "Angels fly in 

heaven, those girls look like they are splashing around in a swamp!" 

 

But the girls and their instructor had a passion to succeed. They kept the Little Angels' motto in their 

hearts: "A beautiful heart makes a dance beautiful. A beautiful heart makes a song beautiful. A beautiful 

heart makes a face beautiful." For three years, they went through intense training, shedding sweat and 

tears. After that training, they departed on a world tour with the grand slogan, "Let's take the Korean flag 

to the world!" 

 

*** 

 

The Little Angels' first performance, in the fall of 1965, was at a concert for former US President Dwight 

D. Eisenhower in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, a place made famous by President Lincoln's address 

honoring those who died at that turning point of the American Civil War. This was the start of The Little 

Angels' travels to showcase Korea's beautiful culture. After the concert, President Eisenhower reminisced 

about the 1952 visit to Korea and praised the dance troupe highly. "It's as if heaven's angels have come 

down to earth," he said with a gentle smile. It was very bold for this novice group to give its first public 

performance before a former American president. Even singers and dancers who were well-known in 

their own countries did not impress audiences in the United States. But I was not worried at all. Children 

singing is innocence itself, and I knew from experience that innocent children create peace and harmony. 

 

Starting with the performance at Gettysburg, the Little Angels brought joy everywhere they went. They 

performed in many venues in the United States. When they began Korean songs such as "Springtime in 

my Hometown" or "Arirang," people's brows at first would wrinkle due to their unfamiliarity. Then they 

would close their eyes and listen. Finally, they would be moved to tears. When the Little Angels danced 

"The Little Bride and Groom" in their traditional Korean costumes, people would follow along with the 

beat and respond with heartfelt applause. When a dancer wearing traditional Korean white socks would 

raise her feet in the air, representing the elegant and beautiful curves found in Korean art, Westerners 

were delighted. Even without uttering a single word, The Little Angels conveyed our tradition and beauty. 

They toured the world as ambassadors of Korea's culture, displaying a youthful energy, purity and 

happiness for which Western audiences were longing. 

 

Heart touches heart 

 

One day, the Little Angels general director, Dr. Bo Hi Pak, received an invitation. It was from the United 

Kingdom. In the early 1970s, it was very difficult for a Korean to go to Great Britain but, amazingly, the 

Little Angels were invited to perform for the British royal family. Such an invitation had never before 

been extended to a performer from anywhere in the Far East, let alone Korea. 

 

The dancers quickly packed their bags. Reaching London required that they change planes several times. 



 

 

At the Royal Variety Performance at the London Palladium, held for Queen Elizabeth II in 1971, among 

all the outstanding performers, these beautiful girls from the Republic of Korea were a bright light. Their 

cute yet dynamic and colorful dances brought several standing ovations. The event was highlighted in the 

newspapers and on television the next day. In the minds of the British people, Korea was no longer a 

cultural backwater, but rather a nation with a vibrant artistic tradition. 

 

The lovely voices of the Little Angels of Korea have now been heard in more than 80 nations. They have 

toured five continents and performed over 7,000 times, including at the Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts in 1971, and the United Nations General Assembly in 1973. They have appeared on 

television more than 800 times and have met many presidents and prime ministers. They performed for 

the bicentennial celebration of America's independence and the 10th anniversary of diplomatic relations 

between China and South Korea. They have toured Japan, the United States, Europe, Asia, Africa and 

South America. Everywhere they have gone, they have received praise and applause. In the spring of 

1990, they performed in Moscow, the Soviet Union, and melted the hearts of communist leaders. In May 

1998, their performance in Pyongyang, North Korea, contributed to efforts for reconciliation between 

North and South Korea. 

 

*** 

 

Among the most meaningful of the Little Angels' tours was when they visited each of the 22 nations that 

participated in the United Nations' response during the Korean War. In 2010, to mark the 60th 

anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War, we sent the Little Angels to perform for the war veterans 

of the 22 nations that had sent troops or humanitarian and medical aid. It was among the most meaningful 

of the Little Angels' tours. Over a period of three years, they visited each nation, offering a "performance 

of gratitude" in honor of the veterans. We in Korea had received extraordinary assistance from these 

nations in our hour of need, and we declared that it was time to give something back. Those whom we 

met still remembered Korea vividly, and many said they had never ceased loving our country. 

 

Some Koreans at home criticized the tour because we were a private group and did not officially represent 

the government. But we represented the heart of the Korean people, as well as God's heart. In every 

country, war veterans proudly came on stage in our performances wearing their faded uniforms and 

showcasing their medals. This brings up one uplifting story. 

 

Ethiopia and the Republic of South Africa were the two African nations that sent troops. In the 1980s, 

when communists took power in Ethiopia, they displaced all the Korean War veterans to a camp on the 

outskirts of Addis Ababa. In reality, that place was like a concentration camp. The veterans shared painful 

memories of how the regime had persecuted them, and how they had to sell their medals to provide for 

their families. When they saw the Little Angels, they were moved to tears as they realized that the poor, 

ragged, divided nation of Korea was now a developed nation ready to thank them. The happy ending is 

that the Little Angels' concert brought the veterans' plight to the attention of the present government, 

which is now making up for past mistreatment. 

 

 
April 11, 2019: Dedication of the Hyojeong International Cultural Center, HJ Cheonwon, South Korea  

 

At the tour's concert in Washington, DC, Korean War veterans in their eighties wept when the Little 

Angels sang "Arirang" and "God Bless America." In Copenhagen, Denmark, Princess Benedikte joined 



 

 

some 300 veterans of the war effort to watch the performance. 

 

After a warm welcome by Nepalese students and citizens upon the arrival in Kathmandu, the Little 

Angels performed brilliantly at the inauguration of the International Association of Parliamentarians for 

Peace, an event that took place in 2016. The Nepalese were deeply moved by the concert held at the 

presidential palace as well as in other performance halls, and their media gave the Little Angels high 

praise: "The Little Angels are representatives who are answering God's call; they are guardian angels, 

spreading peace worldwide." 

 

A child alone may not make much impact but when a group of children come together and sing with pure 

hearts, their voices can melt hardened hearts and dispel war and conflict. People often think that politics 

moves the world, but that is not the case. It is culture and art that move the world. It is emotion, not 

reason, that touches people in their innermost being. When hearts become receptive, ideologies and 

political regimes can change. 

 

Half a century ago, the Little Angels set out to bring Korean culture to the world. They were a harbinger 

of the Korean wave, including K-Pop, that is currently sweeping the world. Wherever you go in the 

world, cheers and applause for Korean culture abound. The beginning point of this phenomenon was the 

Little Angels' concert at Gettysburg in 1965. The children's innocent performances continue to captivate 

audiences and remind skeptics of the truth that we can become one. 

 

Artistry that enriches the world I 

 

In 1984 several talented graduates from the Little Angels Performing Arts School, now the Sunhwa Arts 

Middle and High School, had returned from their study at schools such as the Princess Grace Academy in 

Monaco and the Royal Ballet School in the United Kingdom. Recognizing their great potential, we 

created a professional ballet company, the Universal Ballet, to provide an opportunity for these talented 

youth to display their skills, delight the public and impact our nation. 

 

At that time, my husband conveyed the internal value of ballet in these words: "When a ballerina stands 

on the tips of her toes with her head raised toward Heaven, her posture represents reverence for God. It is 

an expression of ardent longing. Ballet dancers use the beautiful body given to them by God to express 

their love for Him. It is the highest form of art." 

 

 
A scene from Swan Lake performed by Universal Ballet in North America and Europe. Universal Ballet 

was founded in 1984 and has given some 1,800 performances, presenting some 100 ballets in 21 

countries. 

 

Adrienne Dellas was the company's artistic director, Moon Hoon-sook, my daughter-in-law, a Little 

Angels alumna who studied ballet at the Princess Grace Academy and was a principal dancer in the 

Washington Ballet Company in Washington, DC, was a founding member. In the summer of 1984, the 

Universal Ballet gave its performance, "Cinderella," at the Little Angels Performing Arts Center in Seoul. 

At that time, the National Ballet Company was the sole ballet company in Korea. It performed only 

within the country, and this put Korea on the fringe of the ballet world. The Universal Ballet Company 

brought Korean ballet to the world stage. The troupe has toured 21 nations and presented some 100 

different ballets in 1,800 performances, reflecting its motto, "Heavenly Art Creating a World of Beauty." 

Among its many honors, the company has received the Republic of Korea Culture and Arts Award. 

 



 

 

Until the early 2000's, the Universal Ballet featured the Russian classical ballet style. After that, it 

expanded its repertoire to include European romantic ballets and modern ballets. It now performs ballets 

from Korea and other nations and creates its own innovative and original performances. It was the first 

Korean ballet company, and the second in Asia, to perform John Cranko's masterpiece of dramatic ballet, 

"Onegin." Furthermore, it was the first Korean company to perform Sir Kenneth MacMillan's "Romeo 

and Juliet," a masterpiece in the repertoire of the UK Royal Ballet company. 

 

The company also created unique ballets based on Korean folk tales and traditions. One of its most 

famous works, "Shim Chung," created in 1986, is a tale of filial love. It has been performed 200 times in 

10 countries, touching the hearts of people all over the world. During its world tour in 2012, the company 

was invited to showcase the beauty of Korean ballet in the global centers of ballet, Moscow and Paris. 

"Chunhyang," an original ballet based on an ancient story of pure love, and the ballet musical "Shim 

Chung," recast for children, were both very well received. 

 

Years ago, when Korea had nothing to offer the global culture, the Universal Ballet Company stood like a 

lonely crane. By overcoming many difficulties and touring every continent, it has shown all people 

Korea's high artistic standard. It will continue to go forward, guided by the love of God. 

 

Media expressing universal values 

 

The year 1975 was a time when a shadow of gloom hung over the world. The US pulled out of Vietnam 

that April, leaving the country in the hands of the communists. People were shocked and horrified as the 

communists in Vietnam and its neighbor Cambodia slaughtered entire populations. Across the globe, 

communism was gaining in strength. 

 

I was born in North Korea, and I experienced firsthand the cruelty of communism and the wretchedness 

of war, so I knew very well that when Vietnam fell, it would lead to bloody massacres and the spread of 

its harsh ideology to neighboring countries. In japan of the 1970s, the Unification movement was 

growing, but communism was also gaining power. The Korean residents in Japan created separate pro-

Seoul and pro-Pyongyang groups and they often engaged in confrontation. My husband and I decided that 

the most effective way to influence Japan as a free society, and protect it from communism, would be to 

create a newspaper. 

 

In democratic countries, the media is more often critical than constructive. Trying to gain market share, 

editors pander to forces that persecute those who aren't politically correct or who practice a minority 

religion. My husband and I imagined a different kind of media, one that is constructive and represents 

fairness and absolute values. With this in mind, in January 1975 we founded the 'Sekai Nippo' newspaper 

in Tokyo. 

 

Our Japanese members had great expectations for the paper but found that maintaining a newspaper is 

like climbing a hill carrying a heavy load on a dark night. Left-wing groups opposed us in every 

conceivable way. At the same time, however, 'Sekai Nippo' gained support from law-abiding citizens and 

anti-communist organizations. It became a newspaper loved by the Japanese people. To this day, 'Sekai 

Nippo' has fearlessly reported the objective truth. The power of truth protected Japan from communism. 

 

*** 

 

In early 1981 when my husband and I heard that 'The Washington Star,' the conservative voice in 

Washington, DC, was closing down, we were concerned. There were two well-established newspapers in 

that city. 'The Washington Star' and 'The Washington Post.' 'The Washington Star,' which had been in 

operation for over 130 years, had run into financial difficulties. Soon there would be only one newspaper 

in the most politically powerful city in the United States, and that newspaper, 'The Washington Post,' was 

left-leaning in its editorial stance. 

 

There was a need for a newspaper in Washington that would protect faith, freedom and family values, and 

no American conservatives were willing to step into the breach. When my husband and I decided to take 

this on, people trying to be prudent and wise told us again and again that it would be difficult to publish a 

new newspaper in the capital of the United States. We had never shied away from a task because it was 

difficult, and we didn't then. 

 

On May 17, 1982, after a great deal of effort to find a building and printing presses and hire competent, 

dedicated staff, the first issue of 'The Washington Times' was published. Opponents said that 'The 

Washington Times' would be a propaganda instrument for the Unification Church but such words 

reflected prejudice. 

 

It is difficult these days to run a newspaper at a profit, and 'The Washington Times' lost money from the 

outset. Yet its absence would leave no conservative newspaper in the US capital. It would mean the 

newspaper that championed faith and family would have disappeared. Seeing the financial spreadsheets, 



 

 

people wondered, "How long until they close down" Nonetheless, the more they doubted us, the greater 

was my husband's and my faith, and the greater was the commitment of 'The Washington Times'' staff. 

 

 
May 17, 1982: The Washington Times, Washington, DC 

 

Together with them, we resolutely defended democracy while advocating family values, morality and the 

role of women. As a result, the newspaper's popularity grew. Every year, the paper did better, and now in 

the age of the internet, it is one of the most influential newspapers in the United States. 

 

At a banquet to commemorate the 15th anniversary of the newspaper's founding, we received 

congratulatory messages from well-known leaders worldwide. Former President Reagan let people know 

that 'The Washington Times' played a key role in defeating communism when he said of the newspaper: 

 

"Like me, you arrived in Washington at the beginning of the most momentous decade of the century. 

Together, we rolled up our sleeves and got to work. And -- oh, yes -- we won the Cold War." 

 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher of the United Kingdom also expressed her gratitude. She sent 

greetings, saying: "In difficult times, even more than in easy ones, the voice of conservatism must make 

itself heard in the media. It isn't always easy, but of this, we can be sure: While 'The Washington Times' 

is alive and well, conservative views will never be drowned out." 

 

'The Washington Times' is influential, yet it is not a newspaper appealing only to the elite. It represents all 

people and inspires citizens to live decent and healthy everyday lives. 'The Washington Times' has 

established itself as a voice of truth for people all over the world. 

 

Justice after tears 

 

In the 1990s, when the Chinese government initiated its Northeast Asia Project to clarify historical facts 

and protect that area's stability, the 'Segye Ilbo' newspaper sent a correspondent to the cities of Dalian and 

Dandong to do research. The correspondent was eager to visit the site of the Lushun Courthouse in 

Dalian, formerly a Japanese colonial court in that city, which the Japanese called Ryojun. Yet the 

courthouse, where a number of Korean patriots had been unjustly tried, was nowhere to be found. The 

Chinese government had long since sold the building. 

 

My husband and I heard this report with heavy hearts. It pained Koreans to hear how the historical 

footprints of our heroes and heroines of the Independence Movement, who had risked their lives for 

Korea's freedom, were gradually disappearing. We decided to buy the building. 

 

To us, the Lushun Courthouse is priceless. It represents the suffering of the Korean people in modern 

history and the legacy of their patriotic spirit. Our viewpoint, shared by many Koreans, was that such a 

historic site should not have fallen into indifferent hands. 

 

In the end, after negotiating with the owner, the Segye Ilbo Corporation bought the building and restored 

the Lushun Courthouse as a museum. They invited experts to visit the site and, after conducting thorough 

research of old documents, they recreated the original courtroom. The Lushun Courthouse site is now a 

must-see historic landmark for freedom for young people from China and Korea and others who visit 

Dalian. 



 

 

 

As this was a project benefiting all of Korea, we invited Korean citizens to contribute money. In 1993, 

through the Segye Ilbo Corporation, we founded the Yeosun Patriotic Martyrs Memorial Foundation 

Corporation. Besides gathering historical stories about the bravery, determination and sacrifice of those 

who fought for Korea's independence, the Foundation also works for peace in Northeast Asia. 

 

Historically, relations between neighboring countries in northeast Asia have been complicated. Creating 

peace is like unraveling a ball of tangled yarn; it is difficult to find where to begin. But nothing will be 

accomplished by sitting with arms crossed. When the Segye Times Corporation reconstructed the Lushun 

Courthouse, it did so to capture the anguish of the past age and enable visitors to experience the history of 

the Korean people overcoming a national crisis. It also points to the importance of creating peace within 

and among nations 

 

*** 

 

As well as launching newspapers in Japan and the United States, our movement launched 'Tiempos del 

Mundo' in Latin America and 'The Middle East Times' in Istanbul. But it was only in 1989 that the 

Korean government instituted the freedom of the press that allowed us to launch the 'Segye Ilbo' 

newspaper in Seoul. 

 

 
February 1, 1989: Founding of Segye Ilbo, Seoul, Korea 

 

Since a religious movement founded the newspaper, we naturally faced opposition. As in the United 

States and Japan, mockery circulated, "Just watch it become a mouthpiece promoting the Unification 

Church," people said, "It'll be nothing but a religious tract." The haughtiest voices predicted, "It'll stop 

printing before the year is out." 

 

But our determination to produce a professional news source that could serve Korea by providing fair and 

unbiased news and opinion was unwavering. On February 1, 1989, the presses started up and 1.2 million 

copies of the first edition of 'Segye Ilbo' came rolling out. We held fast to the creed that the news media 

must be the voice of conscience and of the truth. This conviction has remained steadfast for more than 30 

years. 

 

Our efforts garnered more than just verbal criticism. After 'Segye Ilbo' exposed the Korean ruling party's 

corruption, innocent and unrelated enterprises we had founded were suddenly subjected to overbearing 

tax investigations that drove some into bankruptcy. The government targeted companies such as Tongil 

Industries, which produced essential machine parts, and Dongyang Agricultural Machinery, which was a 

manufacturer of specialized farming equipment, and forced them to shut down. Various powerful interests 

demanded that we fire the newspaper's chief editor.  

 

We did not surrender to threats or enticements; instead, we raised the banner of social justice and virtue. 

Over time, with steadfast publishing of valuable news and opinion, 'Segye Ilbo' has prevailed. 

 



 

 

When my husband and I conceived of 'Segye Ilbo,' we knew it was being born into the world at a 

turbulent time. Though it has stood alone as a pine tree in an empty field, 'Segye Ilbo' has consistently 

defended justice while exposing fraud, corruption and other social ills. The newspaper caters to no 

political ideology or religious group. Its editors and reporters are exemplary professionals investing their 

blood, sweat and tears for the citizens of Korea and of the world. 

 

Giving creates prosperity 

 

As a little girl, I never had money and hardly knew what it was. When I got a bit older, in the maelstrom 

of the division of Korea, we had to flee our hometown empty-handed to preserve our lives. We remained 

penniless for a long time. Moreover, my maternal grandmother and my mother were devoted to God's will 

and our lives had little to do with money. 

 

After I married, tithes and offerings came in and went out just as fast for public purposes. I did not have 

any concern about making a fashion statement. Sometimes, when I saw an expensive purse, I wondered, 

"What might the money in that purse be used for?" More important than how much money is in a wallet is 

the question of how it is spent. The path of one's money shapes one's fate. According to God's word, our 

responsibility is to have dominion of love over all things and to share our prosperity. As explained in 

Genesis, God made Adam and Eve and told them to "be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and have 

dominion over all things." 

 

Our movement's economic activities began humbly in Father Moon's mud-walled hut in Beomil-dong, 

Busan, during the last months of the Korean War. Father Moon and one disciple, Won Pil Kim, would 

create and sell simple portraits for American soldiers. When the church moved to Seoul, members 

collected stamps and sold them, and they colored in black-and-white photos and sold them along the 

roadside. Through these and other small businesses, we supported our missionary activities. 

 

Our first step on the path to a real business venture was in 1960 when we set up Tongil Industries. Korea 

now exports all kinds of merchandise throughout the world, but in the 1960s, no one would ever have 

imagined that Korea's machine industry would develop as robustly as it has. We began Tongil Industries 

with a Japanese lathe that was destined for the trash bin. Our prayer was that God would bless our new 

company and that it would one day become the world's foremost manufacturer of machine parts. By 

developing our expertise, Tongil Industries grew from manufacturing the Yehwa Air Rifle to making 

parts for equipment used in our country's defense. As a leading machinery enterprise in Korea, we not 

only acquired technologies to help Korea, we went on to share our technology with people around the 

world. 

 

Next, we established the Ilhwa Company Ltd., which pioneered the export of high-quality ginseng 

products. Ginseng was unknown in the West at the time but now it is a household item. Ilhwa is 

recognized both for its excellent products and as a leader in ginseng science. 

 

 
Research and Development of Ilhwa Company Ltd, ginseng products for health  



 

 

 

Inspired by our vision, our members have started many businesses. While this supports the economic 

development of our country and the world, our purpose goes beyond that. Our goal is for all people in the 

world to enjoy mutual prosperity. We believe in sharing the tools of technology among all peoples. With 

true family values and technology in harmony with the natural world, we all can live and work together in 

a pleasant social environment. 

 

Our philosophy of living for the sake of others is the driving force behind all of this. It is a fundamental 

truth that we should take care of those who are less fortunate than ourselves. A wealthy person who is 

grateful to others and helps others will create a wealthy community, nation and world. 

 

The creation is a gift God has given each of us. Every human being should be able to enjoy this gift fully. 

It is contrary to God's will for one individual to gain possession of everything, or for one country not to 

share its scientific developments, technologies and resources in times of need, or use such things to 

dominate other nations. 

 

Yes, some person or group in some country develops each new technology. The next step is to enable 

others to benefit, so that all can enjoy health, well-being and comfort. This is the way of mutual 

prosperity. 

 

We should not take pride in having crisp bills inside fancy purses. Instead, we should focus on how our 

assets can benefit others. True pride comes when we spend our money for purposes larger than ourselves. 

 

Science is a stepping stone 

 

Once in a while you hear religious people devalue science as having nothing to do with God, and secular 

people devalue religion as having no practical use. Both sides separate God and science. Both are in error.  

God wants us to develop science and technology as tools with which we can exercise the dominion of 

love over all things. And that is God's great blessing. We must love nature with the same heart as God, 

and cultivate it for the benefit of humanity. This is God-centered science and technology. 

 

In 1972, my husband and I convened the first International Conference on the Unity of the Sciences 

(ICUS). As with any new project, we endured many obstacles and birth pangs to bring it into the world. 

And then, after ICUS was launched, many scholars accused us of using scientists to legitimize ourselves. 

In many cases, the development of ICUS went like this. A scholar would be approached with a personal 

invitation saying, "Professor, I sincerely invite you to attend this upcoming Science Conference." 

 

He or she would send a response that said, "I have heard that the founders of this forum are Rev. Dr. Sun 

Myung Moon and his wife, and I am opposed to them." 

 

Several years later, this same scholar would accept our invitation and present his or her work at the 

conference. This was because he or she had realized the true motivation of ICUS. As the years passed, we 

received enthusiastic responses from distinguished scholars worldwide who were wary at first, then 

participated and became loyal supporters. This was because through ICUS they discovered the larger 

purpose of their work. 

 

*** 

 

We always considered ICUS themes with care. The first ICUS, which convened in New York City, was 

on the topic, "The Moral Orientation of the Sciences." My husband and I, as the founders, wanted to raise 

the question of what science could do for the sake of humanity. The purpose and goal of science are to 

realize humanity's dreams," my husband said in his opening address. "Scientific civilization, by its very 

nature, must be shared by humankind as a whole." 

 

We convened the second ICUS in Tokyo in 1973 under the theme, "Contemporary Science and Ethical 

Values." Thanks to the participation of five Nobel Prize laureates, the conference attracted much 

attention. While the first conference assembled just 20 scientists from seven nations, the second ICUS 

drew 60 participants from 18 nations. In just one year, it had become a global forum. 

 

By 1981, when we held the 10th ICUS in Seoul, 808 scholars attended from approximately 100 nations; 

ICUS had become the leading global forum of its kind. During that event, we proposed the free and 

generous exchange of technology among nations, something that had never been imagined in history. Our 

view is that because science and technology are revealed and given by God, they are the common wealth 

of all humanity. We emphasized that no country should monopolize these common assets. My husband 

and I sponsored the ICUS forums to promote the free exchange of science and technology. 

 

Our intention especially was to see science and technology shared with the developing countries in 

Africa, Latin America and Asia. Put another way, we wanted developed countries to globalize the cutting 



 

 

edge standards of science and technology by sharing their tools and methods with developing nations. To 

set an example, when we saw food shortages in some parts of Africa, we donated machinery for the 

development of sausage factories. We arranged for education in advanced methods of crop cultivation and 

livestock breeding. In South America, we raised cattle. Also, we planted trees and took other measures to 

keep nature green and pristine. 

 

  
Father Moon gives the founder's address at an early ICUS. 

 

In Kona, on Hawaii's Big Island, we started a coffee plantation. Harvesting coffee beans is strenuous 

work and cultivating the plants requires great skill as well. Initially, we suffered serious losses because we 

did not spray pesticides, which damage human health. In time, we found a way to repel insects without 

using harmful chemicals, and now we're producing premium coffee that is pesticide free. 

 

We purchased automobile assembly lines in Germany and established automobile factories in China and 

North Korea. When we saw farmers doing the back-breaking work of sowing rice by hand, we acquired 

an agricultural machinery factory and supplied them with the equipment they lacked. Looking upward 

into the sky, we established Korea Times Aviation to support state of the art aviation technology and 

space engineering. These efforts and more naturally go through ups and downs, but our vision is 

unchanging. We learn as we go and our investment will continue. 

 

 
February 23, 2018, The 24th ICUS (Seoul); following a hiatus since the year 2000, ICUS was relaunched 

with the 23rd ICUS in 2017  

 

For years, the ICUS forums led to countless scientific collaborations and new friendships. In 2000, we 

entered a new phase of the providence and put ICUS on hold. I renewed the annual International 



 

 

Conference on the Unity of the Sciences in 2017. The 24th ICUS, held in 2018, gathered hundreds of 

participants devoted to pioneering new paradigms for scientific research. In my opening remarks to that 

conference, I cast the vision. 

 

"To solve the many problems facing our world, whether they are religious or scientific, first you must 

know correctly about God, who is the origin of the universe, and about True Parents. Then you will be 

able to find the solutions." 

 

ICUS is gathering scientists, engineers and inventors to harmonize the technologies and tools in our hands 

with the ecology of the natural world as well as our original human nature created by God, for the purpose 

of realizing authentic human happiness and lasting peace. 

 


