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To the Unification Church pastors of Japan, 
 
For a long time, I have been withholding my 
thoughts deep within my heart. I have been asking 
questions repeatedly, reaching dead ends with no 
answers. What I am going to write here in this 
letter is my own conclusion that I finally arrived at 
after several years of anguish and prayer, and the 
honest cry of my original mind which has 
persisted deep within me. 
 
As you all know, at a certain point, our family 
became a "family of turmoil", because my brother 
and my mother started to move in a direction 
different from the direction of the Unification 
Church. However, as I see it, if there is anything to 
be considered problematic about them, it is the fact 
that they "searched for the truth"! 
 

I met Hyun Jin Nim before my mother met him, and was moved by his guidance. And before my younger 
brother announced his support for Hyun Jin Nim and started his activities, I already had information from 
Hyun Jin Nim's side. This was because I discussed with my close Korean elder brothers several times 
when they were following Hyun Jin Nim. For that reason, I also noticed long ago that many things spoken 
at the Unification Church church were quite different from the facts. To state it clearly, I am one who 
strongly felt that the church's claims, such as, "Hyun Jin Nim left because he couldn't overcome his 
feeling of lack of love," or, "He could not deny himself in front of True Father", could not be further from 
the truth! 
 
Nevertheless, I decided to remain silent, because just as many others believed, I believed that we should 
not try to touch or solve the problems of True Family, that surely they will solved by True Children, True 
Father, or True Mother. But I was wrong. This problem is not just a problem of the "True Family" alone, 
but is deeply related to the problems of the leaders, who represent us blessed families. 
 
If the starting point of the problem was the "heartistic relationship between True Parents and True 
Children", then the problem should be solved there. If the cause of the problem was the "conflict among 
siblings" within True Family, then the problem needs to be solved there. However, if the factors that 
caused and worsened this series of problems were "our own" attitude of faith and our behavior, then "we" 
have the 5% responsibility to solve the problem! I admit that I have not made effort to fulfill that 
responsibility. Or perhaps I became a "bystander" with the "excuse" that I should focus on my own work. 
 
You may ask, what benefit will be given to the providence by my making this statement? Many people 
may say, "Don't involve us in a sectarian conflict." However, again, I believe this is not merely a family 
conflict or a sectarian conflict. The final destination of God's providence is "True Family", and the 
frontline of God and Satan is there. Therefore, I believe that this is the dividing line which determines the 
direction of the Unification Movement! 
 
If the person we have been attacking as the head of a "sect" is the one standing at the center of God's 
providence, or if the person we have been striking based on our own fixed concept and belief is the one 
who speaks "God's words", and if we are standing in a position similar to the Pharisees and Sadducees 
who taught the people about Jesus Christ being the manifestation of evil 2,000 years ago, then we could 
be committing a grave "crime" in front of God's providence. 
 
If you say you don't see any problem in the current situation of True Family and the direction of the 
Unification Movement, then there is nothing I can say to you. But if you, as a person of faith, honestly 
feel that something serious is happening, then shouldn't we be urgently trying to find out what the origin 
of this problem is, what the causes are and what needs to be rectified? 
 
The era of Cheon Il Guk, which started in 2001, was an era when True Children and blessed families were 
to become one and inherit the victorious realm of True Parents, and together cross over the final peak 
toward the building of Cheon Il Guk. What was the cause of this providence being abandoned? Do you 



 

 

seriously believe that Hyun Jin Nim was unable to be obedient to True Parents, and stole the assets and 
ran off? I received direct guidance from Hyun Jin Nim, even if just for a few years, and I was touched by 
his thought, conviction and character. I could not help but feel a big "distortion" in the image of Hyun Jin 
Nim that was propagated by the Unification Church. 
 
If Hyun Jin Nim were a "political" person who insists on maintaining his position and pursues taking the 
seat of True Father, then he would not have left his father's side at that time, because that move would not 
look "smart" in anyone's viewpoint! Through such an act, he could risk losing his entire foundation of 
trust built over a decade. It would be much "smarter" to stay close to Father and convey his statements. 
Furthermore, if he really felt jealous of his younger brothers, he should have stayed close to Father and 
waited for an opportunity to accuse them. 
 
Hyun Jin Nim risked his life of faith to protect God's providence and True Parents' legacy. This is the 
conclusion I reached after many years of searching – examining relevant documents, contemplating the 
facts, visiting witnesses, discussing, arguing, praying, and seeking the truth. To speak further, I believe it 
was none other than us, blessed families, and our representative leaders, who ripped True Parents and 
Hyun Jin Nim apart. 
 
If I speak without fear of criticism, I cannot help but think that "True Parents' Proclamation" was a 
document which should have never gone out to the public. Is "absolutely obeying True Parents' directions 
and orders" truly the "tradition of the Unification Family" that True Parents wanted to establish? I don't 
think so! The tradition True Parents established throughout their lives is the "tradition of true love" and 
"the tradition of living for God's Will". When the "True Parents' Proclamation" document was first 
published, I felt a shiver go down my back. I couldn't believe that they even got Father involved in the 
internal organizational struggle! 
 
I want you all to remember this once again! The fruit of True Parents is "True Family", and the central 
theme in the era of Cheon Il Guk was "the unity of Abel children and Cain children". If there was "good 
and evil" from Heaven's viewpoint, those who protect True Family and the Abel children must be on the 
side of "good", while those who cause a rift in the relationship within True Family and attack True 
Children must be on the side of "evil"! 
 
Rev. Sudo once taught that "Blessed families, as Cain children, must protect the Abel children at the cost 
of their lives… When Cain children are unable to fulfill this responsibility, the Abel children will be 
sacrificed and eventually Satan will attack the victorious True Parents…" (Explanation of Completed 
Testament Providence, p. 272) 
 
This kind of teaching used to be "common sense" among us. However, now it seems we only see "True 
Parents" as being absolute and "True Children" as being relative. It appears that we have long forgotten 
that the center of God's providence is "True Family". During the age when Hyun Jin Nim stood publicly 
and the second generation was standing up together with him, I believe what Satan really wanted to 
destroy more than anything else was the foundation of "True Family" which would lead to the future. 
Satan must have been most afraid of the future leader who was serious about inheriting True Parents' 
victory and tradition! If the series of accusations against Hyun Jin Nim were not "Satan's work", what else 
could they have been? All of us together "attacked a True Child"! At that time, even though I was 
somewhat aware of the truth, I kept silent, thinking, "An insignificant person like me cannot change 
anything." It may have been similar to Jesus' disciples 2,000 years ago, who stood as onlookers. 
 
"We should believe in True Mother, she will surely solve the problem." I also tried to think that way. But 
when I saw the reality, I could not help but feel deeply concerned. The victorious realm of "True Parents" 
must be inherited by "True Children". From the viewpoint of the Principle, the most fundamental mission 
of a mother is to raise a son who can inherit the tradition of his father, and the duty of the Cain children is 
to support that. Is my understanding wrong? 
 
Do you truly agree, from the bottom of your heart, with the "Only Begotten Daughter" theory that True 
Mother is speaking about now? Does it truly sound like the same content that True Father has been 
teaching us? As a person who was in charge of giving lectures on the Blessing, I could not help but 
wonder about this. I did not attempt to criticize, but like everyone else, I have been "struggling". 
 
When the Cheon Seong Gyeong was revised, we explained, "True Mother did not modify Father's words, 
but just organized them." Later, when True Mother suggested her sinless birth from the womb, at the 
headquarters we explained, "She didn't mean the change of lineage, but was just emphasizing the value of 
True Mother's birth." However, now, "True Mother's sinless birth" has almost become the official view, 
and it is becoming difficult to voice any objection. 
 
Now, even if it is said that "True Father had original sin!" surely we would be told, "You must believe, 
because True Mother said so." It is a "fact" that True Mother really said this! I do not think I am the only 
one who feels that without our being aware of it, the precious root of the view of Principle and faith has 



 

 

been altered! 
 
Those who have long been in this faith also say, "It is obvious that True Mother will not change her mind, 
no matter how much we try to point those things out. Therefore, it is the way of filial piety to continue 
attending her, even if she is wrong." Do you really believe that just keeping silent and following True 
Mother is truly "living for her sake"? 
 
I love True Mother. As a second generation, True Parents have been my True Parents, even before I 
learned their teachings. However, loving True Mother must be distinguished from deifying and blindly 
following her. Furthermore, I am a person who believes in True Mother's deep love for True Father. 
However, whether True Mother's words and directions are consistent with True Father's view of Principle 
and providence is another question. I believe "the way of filial piety" is to support True Mother to go in 
the direction of "God's providence", and walk in that direction together. Don't you think so? 
 
The Unification Movement was a movement that lived for "God's providence" and worked to fulfill it. 
We were not believers of a religion that tells us we will go to Heaven by worshipping True Parents! To 
me, the Unification Movement was a group of families that made effort to inherit True Parents' way of 
life and live up to God's expectation. When did it change into a faith group that believes in and worships 
True Parents' "legendary life"? 
 
For whose sake is the HJ Cheonwon project? For the members? For world peace? When people look at it, 
will they feel a sincere heart of longing for True Parents, and feel the presence of "God's providence"? 
Every time I saw the appearance of new buildings lining up in the land of Chung Pyung, I felt "pain" 
rather than joy or inspiration. Is it because of my lack of faith? Don't you pastors, who know the suffering 
and miserable situation of the members, feel the same way? 
 
The fruit of True Father's entire life and the starting point of Cheon Il Guk is not supposed to be some 
majestic building, but is supposed to be "True Family" and "blessed families"! The essence and 
"destination" of our movement have been changed, have they not? My intention is not to deny the reform 
efforts of the Japan church. Church reform, promotion of the Blessing, creation of the environment, these 
are all things that I want to do most, and what I have been striving to achieve with all my energy, day and 
night, together with all of you. However, no matter how desperately we advance the reform "inside the 
ship", if that ship has the wrong "destination", how can we expect those efforts to bear fruit? 
 
I have been considering announcing my "resignation" after this Blessing is over, or once I finish the series 
of work related to it. Meanwhile, I have been sharing my thoughts and concerns with the leaders, but I 
realized that all these things – the negative attitude toward Hyun Jin Nim, the UCI lawsuits, Only 
Begotten Daughter theory, HJ Cheonwon Project – all are policies of "the General Headquarters", and the 
Japan church will not have the ability to do much about them. 
 
If a person cannot accept the policies of an organization, and if he/she wishes to continue his/her belief, 
the proper action for that person to take would be to gracefully and quietly withdraw. However, when I 
finished writing my letter of resignation, I thought, when it comes to the true meaning of responsibility, 
this is not the right way! How can I just get off the "ship" by myself, leaving my "family" inside, even 
though the "destination is wrong"?! To me, the members are my "family"! They are the people who have 
been striving to fulfill "God's Will" together, in the midst of tremendous suffering. 
 
Up until now, this has been my way of thinking: If the Family Federation is the "Sewol", I will sink 
together with it while giving all of my energy for its reform until the end. I believe many pastors may 
share the same heart. It may be the proper way of a "sailor". But now, I think differently. The true mission 
of a "sailor" is to protect the lives of the "passengers" until the end, and to make sure they arrive at the 
"destination"! We may have forgotten the most fundamental point by trying too hard to protect the "ship" 
itself. The reason why we boarded the "ship" was to get to the "destination". It is the same for the 
"passengers", and the purpose of the "ship" is to carry them to that destination! 
 
If you say you have to protect the "spiritual life" of the members, isn't it our duty to clearly find out where 
this Family Federation "main ship" is going, and whether or not our members' sweat, tears and Jeong 
Seong, and the efforts the Japan church made for the reform are truly connected to God's providence? I 
believe that is the duty of the "sailor"! 
 
Of course, at present, it may not be theological arguments or the pursuit of truth that our members are 
seeking. I am well aware that currently, in the midst of hardships, what they are seeking are healing, 
comfort, and support. It has been my duty to help the person in front of me, and that has been the only 
contribution I could make. But no matter how much we invest ourselves, if the "destination" to which we 
are leading the members is wrong, and we end up misguiding them, how can we take responsibility for 
their "spiritual life"? The most important components that "sailors" must not lose are the "destination" to 
guide them, and the "direction" to reach it. 
 



 

 

When I think about this, I realize that what Hyun Jin Nim taught us was about the "destination of the 
ship". He didn't teach us to "follow him", but taught us to look at "God's Will" together, and live for God's 
Will. He taught us that loving True Parents does not mean that our names are remembered by them and 
that we receive their love. It means to live for God's Will, and fulfill "God's desire" which True Parents 
strived to achieve throughout their lives! 
 
I think the reason why Hyun Jin Nim did not hesitate to express his disagreement to Father was because 
he was serious about "God's Will". Also, I think the reason why he was seriously troubled by the words 
and deeds of his younger brothers was because he was concerned that this movement would lose sight of 
its "destination". Even while the Unification Church side was obsessed with holding campaigns to 
criticize Hyun Jin Nim, it seems the sole focus Hyun Jin Nim had was how to fulfill Father's desire before 
Foundation Day while Father was still alive. Every time I discussed with those on Hyun Jin Nim's side, I 
was reminded that fulfilling God's Will and Father's wish is far more important to Hyun Jin Nim than 
spending time proving his own innocence! In other words, Hyun Jin Nim was fighting with his neck on 
line for the "destination" of this movement! 
 
I've made up my mind. I will deliver the truth about Hyun Jin Nim and his words to the members. It is 
because I see "God's providence" in the direction he is pointing to, and I find truth and Principle in the 
words he speaks. It is because I see "true filial piety" when Hyun Jin Nim says, with tears and a desperate 
heart, "I have to help Mother become the victorious True Mother!", versus when I see leaders saying, "We 
must protect Mother!" 
 
If brothers are moving in the wrong direction, should a filial son not stop them, even if it means he must 
raise his voice to do so? If parents lose their way, should a true filial son not desperately stop them, no 
matter how much he is criticized? Hyun Jin Nim is not such a low-level person to "challenge Mother's 
authority for his own power"! He is someone who carries Mother on his back, and walks the way of God's 
Will until the end! When I learned about Hyun Jin Nim, this is how I truly felt he has been all along. 
 
Because Hyun Jin Nim's words are not reaching the members due to the distorted information and "walls" 
that we built, or because of the trauma experienced from the conflicts between spiritual sects, I felt the 
need to convey Hyun Jin Nim's message correctly. While thinking about this, I could not go through a 
single day without feeling struggle. Yet, no matter how many times I prayed, refused, hesitated, or was 
afraid, that thought persisted strongly in my mind. 
 
I once tried to stop my mother, because I was trying to "protect" her. But I could not stop her. I saw my 
mother raising her voice with everything she had, saying, "I was someone loved by True Parents. I am the 
eldest daughter in the Japan Unification Church." All the while, with desperate prayer, she was thinking 
more about God's providence, True Parents and the members than her own position, honor, or seunghwa. 
 
I am of the same thinking as my mother now. I do not want the Japan Unification Church to stand any 
longer on the side of attacking Hyun Jin Nim, the one who is furthering God's providence! Please stop 
conveying incorrect, one-sided information to the members. That is not the responsibility of pastors, and I 
don't want pastors to carry such responsibility! I want to change the direction of this ship from now! I 
believe it is Hyun Jin Nim who can truly support Mother, and lead the members in the direction of God's 
providence. 
 
I do not mind if stones are thrown at me, if you believe this message is the outcry of some crazy person 
who was "poisoned" by the sect. But if there are those among you who hear "a different message", please 
continue to seek the "truth" without being trapped by the prejudices or opinions surrounding you. Please 
listen to those who are risking their lives to convey the truth, starting with the two letters written by my 
mother. Please listen to the words of truth by Hyun Jin Nim, who desperately tried to reach out to us, even 
while being persecuted, being called a "thief of assets" and "thief of members"! 
 
And please do not judge the members who seek the truth. People are supposed to seek truth. Were you not 
the same when you joined this movement? Those who truly stand on "truth" do not say, "Don't look. 
Don't listen. Don't touch." They would say, "Look, listen, touch, and decide with prayer". Even though 
immature second generation or immature members may need to be taken care of differently, it is not 
"normal" to say to the elders and young members, "You will be regarded as a sinner if you attend the 
gathering over there"! 
 
Truth is not truth simply because people see it to be true. Even if everyone opposes, truth is truth. If we 
are people who believe in God and know God's words, shouldn't the standard to judge right and wrong be 
"Principle" and "God's providence", instead of HQ's opinion or the words of those in positions of 
authority? And should we not judge based on "Divine spirit" and "God's truth"? My action of writing this 
letter is a result of that. 
 
If confusion arises after each of you start to voice the truth that you believe, doesn't it mean that this 
church is not currently in the "right" state? I was one among those who were afraid of confusion. 



 

 

However, now I feel that we "should not avoid" the confusion if it occurs in the process of bringing this 
movement back to the right state. 
 
As I wrote in the beginning, if the cause of the movement being misled was blessed families' words, 
deeds and attitudes, then each one of us owes our 5% responsibility to solving this problem! We should 
not put the entire burden of responsibility onto True Family without us fulfilling our responsibility. And I 
do not believe that fulfilling our 5% responsibility means just believing, remaining as silent bystanders. 
 
What is important for me is to believe in the inner voice of my original mind, to break the silence and 
convey the truth I believe to all of you. One person's voice might be very small, but if it speaks the words 
of truth, it should reach people. And even if one voice is small, could it not change "the currents of the 
sea" if many voices come together as one? 
 
I saw Hyun Jin Nim continue to speak his belief and the truth amidst persecution, criticism and suffering, 
just like Father did. And I realized that his "true love" toward Heaven, Parents and members was his 
motivation, not resentment, anger or hatred. Seeing that, I was able to make my determination. 
 
"Faith" is required especially in times of difficulty and suffering. I would like to have faith in God's 
guidance once again. I believe from the bottom of my heart that through each person standing on truth, 
overcoming this difficult time of conflict and confusion, this movement will see the day when everything 
will become one in God's providence. 
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Brief Biography of Masaue Sakurai (masa-oo-eh , sa-koo-ra-ee) 
 
(1) Position and responsibility in the Unification Church 
 
 Vice Director of Family Education department at Headquarters 
 
 (Public Course 19 years) 
 
 1998 Starting as Vice President of Hee Won church 
 
 2000 Director of education department at 2nd generation Division 
 
 2005 Director of education department at Seonghwa Division 
 
 2009 Director of Blessing Education at HQ Family Education Department 
 
 2016 Vice Director of HQ Family Education Department 
 
 Chairman of 2nd generation Blessing Promotion Committee 
 
 2016 Inaugurate Blessing Promotion Committee to set “Promotion of 2ndgeneration 
Blessing” as the main strategy of HQ, aimed cultural transformation to shift to FFWPU 
 
 The number one leader in the field of Blessing education 
 
 2001 Started charging of 2nd generation Blessing when Parents Matching began 
 
 His books: “Guide for 2nd Generation Blessing”(2004), “Blessing Guidebook for 2nd 
Generation”(2011), “Lecture on Marriage”(2011), “Lecture on Couple”(2013), and “Lecture on 
Purity”(2015) were designated to all Blessed Families as the must-read book for 2nd 
 
 Video utilization: His lectures were recorded on video and were appreciated highly. 
Especially “Lecture on Point of 2nd Generation Blessing”(10 volumes/15-20 minutes each) was highly 
praised, and was showed in Sunday Services.(Stopped currently?) 
 
 Assigned the director role together with Mr. Matsuyama at International Executive 
Meeting for Blessing, which started from 2005. Supervised “International Blessing Guideline” under the 
direction of International HQ. 
 
 Consultant for blessed families and 2nd generation 
 
 From 2001, gave the consultation about family problem, blessing problem, sexual 
problem, etc. He was highly trusted by 2nd generation and parents. 



 

 

 
(2) Family Background and situations 
 
 Parents and brother 
 
 Parents: 43 couples (12 couples) 
 
 Father: Setsuo. 5th UC Japan president. High reputation in preaching and consultation. 
 
 Mother: Setsuko. First DP lecturer in japan. She was the mother of all of education 
courses for life of faith in Japan. 
 
 National Messiah for Turkey. A model of Christian in Japanese church. 
 
 Younger sister: Sachiko. Instructor for classical ballet. (She was the vice mistress at 
Universal Ballet for a long time) 
 
 Younger brother: Masami 
 
 Blessed in 1995 at 2nd generation 300 couples (Japanese Korean couple) 
 


