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Where Peace Learns Its First Language

A reflection for the United Nations Global Day of Parents, 1 June,
at the close of UPF’s “100-Day Campaign: Serving Community”
and the Month of Family

Parents rarely call their work peacebuilding. They call it preparing food,
staying awake when a child is ill, caring for an elderly parent, holding back
a harsh word, teaching patience, and keeping the home steady when life
outside becomes uncertain. Yet much of civilization rests on these
unrecorded acts. Before a child understands institutions, nations, or public
life, the child learns whether people can be trusted. That first lesson

shapes everything that follows.




On June 1, the world marks the UN Global Day of Parents. For the

Universal Peace Federation, the date also marks the close of a 100-day

journey that began on February 20, 2026 — and ended exactly where

peace always begins.

The arc was deliberate:

%> March — Partnership. An interfaith iftar in Washington, D.C.

A "No Peace Without Women" webinar with voices from 22 countries.

250+ leaders convened in Yaoundé.

A continental women's leadership forum in Kenya.

@ April — Service. A charity drive in Madrid funding children’s education

in Cameroon.

Volunteers repainting a remote school in Sri Lanka's Rathnapura District.

Ambassadors for Peace gathering in Sydney.

UPF-Peru marking Mother Earth Day at the Congress in Lima.

4 May — Family. Paris convening on "Living Together in the Family and

in Society."
Intergenerational chess in Moscow.

Educators in Nepal under the theme "Families as the First School of

Peace." Professionals across Latin America on "The Family as a School of

Love and Peace."

Three months. One movement. Cooperation became service. Service

led home.

The Peacebuilders No Report Will Name

Most parents will never appear in a public document. No one records the
night a mother does not sleep. The restraint of a father who chooses
patience. The grandparent who tells the same story again because

memory itself is a form of love.

Yet these acts carry moral weight. They form the first language of trust

— the one every later peace depends on.

The UN's 2030 Agenda speaks of poverty, health, equality, and

partnerships. Families touch these realities before policy ever reaches
them. When families are supported, communities grow resilient. When

parents are left alone, society pays the cost later.

What the Day Really Asks of Us

The Global Day of Parent honors mothers and fathers — but it also

reminds communities that no parent raises a child alone. Teachers,




neighbors, faith communities, youth workers, civic leaders, media, and

institutions all shape the air a child breathes.

A society that honors parents offers more than praise. It offers time,

respect, friendship, and practical partnership.

The Campaign Closes. The Invitation Stays Open.

Carry it forward in whatever form fits your life:

« A visit to someone lonely

« A family dialogue across generations
« A youth service project

« A meal shared across differences

« One concrete act of care for a family under pressure

Peace often begins without an announcement. It begins when someone is
heard. It grows when someone is served. It becomes credible when a

child sees adults caring for someone outside their own household.

What becomes memory in childhood becomes character in adulthood.




/. Dr. Tageldin Hamad, President, Universal Peace Federation

Family is the one institution every culture, every faith, and every nation

already agrees on. That's exactly why it might be our most underused tool

for peace.

On Sunday, May 31 — 8 AM GMT, the Interreligious Association for Peace
& Development (IAPD) and the Universal Peace Federation convene the

Africa Spiritual Day around a theme that cuts across borders and beliefs:

@ Family Values: A Blueprint for Interfaith Cooperation.




Hosted live from Mozambique, broadcast worldwide on Zoom, YouTube,

Facebook, X, & Rumble with a panel that brings continents and traditions

to the same table

Strong Families, Peaceful Nations

The US kidnapped a president — what does
that mean for sovereignty everywhere?
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