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On August 23, 2026, WFWP partnered with East Coast filmmakers and a collective of film industry 

artists to co-host the launch of the Ritz Film Festival at the Ritz Theatre in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The event brought together more than 100 film industry professionals, artists, and community members 

for an evening celebrating creativity, collaboration, and the power of film to connect people. 

 

The festival opened with a screening of a film produced by Philadelphia-based artists. Directors serving 

as festival judges, along with attendees and industry professionals, participated in selecting the recipient 

of the Noble Peace Award, recognizing the potential of film and storytelling to promote positive values 

and inspire greater understanding. 

 

The launch was organized in collaboration with festival producer Cheyanne Downing, a talented young 

artist dedicated to creating opportunities for emerging filmmakers. Following the screenings, attendees 

gathered for a celebration and networking session, where they exchanged ideas about strengthening future 

collaborations and supporting artistic talent in an era of rapidly advancing technology. 

 

Ms. Downing emphasized the importance of creating greater opportunities for filmmakers and artists, 

noting that supporting emerging talent can lead to new discoveries while giving creative voices a stronger 

presence in international media. 

 

As the WFWP Pennsylvania Coordinator, I also introduced WFWP's outreach initiative to support the arts 



 

 

and encouraged participants to consider how they can help recognize, mentor, and empower the next 

generation of film professionals. WFWP remains open to building connections with individuals and 

organizations seeking professional talent in areas such as videography, directing, cinematography, 

writing, and audio production. 

 

The successful launch of the Ritz Film Festival demonstrated the value of bringing together artists, 

community leaders, and organizations around a shared vision. Through continued collaboration, WFWP 

hopes to support creative voices and encourage the use of the arts as a meaningful avenue for building 

understanding, connection, and peace. 

 

 




