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April is National Volunteer Month, where we recognize and celebrate the countless volunteers who make
this world a better place. Numerous Unificationist volunteers across the US and abroad not only reflect
the values of our movement, but bring these principles to the various charitable projects, events and
activities they engage in.

Earlier this year, two Unificationist siblings in Nevada received national recognition for their service,
volunteering more than 200 hours combined throughout 2021. Jeffrey and Jennifer Silerio were given the
President's VVolunteer Service Award for working with the Shine City Project (SCP), a Unificationist
volunteer group that has been a staple in serving the greater Las Vegas area for almost a decade. In 2021,
the SCP amassed 1,150 service hours and completed 48 total service projects - nearly one every week -
ranging from community cleanups to care for the elderly and the homeless.

"With volunteering, we can lead by example and live for the sake of others,"” said Jeffrey Silerio, the
national director of SCP. The group, which doubled its efforts this year, is on track to surpass its
volunteer hours from 2021.

CARRP is another popular avenue of volunteering among Unificationists, and for more than 50 years
students have contributed to a range of service projects on and off campuses around the country. In late
February, the CARP Bay Area chapter collaborated with other nonprofits to work on an off-ramp garden
in Oakland, Calif. The project, split into two parts, included neighborhood trash cleanup and gardening. A
number of CARP members from both Chabot College and the University of California, Berkeley joined
the effort.

"Not only did this project strengthen the desire to serve amongst the volunteers, but the bright yellow
volunteer vests and telltale trash pickers prompted many honks and waves from inspired and grateful
passersby,"” said one CARP organizer. "Some even joined in on the project!"

"I had a lot of fun doing something outside my usual routine as a Cal student,” said Maria, a sophomore.
"l have to prioritize what matters to me and make time for it - helping others, helping out, and making a
change starts with small projects such as this one."

From teachers and students to working professionals, service projects attract people from all backgrounds
to help improve their community inside and out. In particular, neighborhood cleanups are a recurring
service project for volunteers from Youth and Students for Peace (YSP). The New Jersey chapter, for
example, frequently organizes litter pickup in various areas and also hosted a community coat drive this
past winter season.

In the US, National VVolunteer Month has evolved since its debut in 1974 as National VVolunteer Week.
Today, there are some 1.8 million non-profit organizations across the country, providing limitless
opportunity to volunteer and give back to our communities.
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2 Siblings, 200+ Hours of Volunteering

Jeffrey Silerio (left) and Jennifer Silerio (right) serving their Las Vegas community

“Volunteering is a lifestyle for me,” says Jeffrey Silerio. “I believe that volunteering shouldn't be an unpleasant
chore or something that we do out of necessity to fulfill volunteer hours. Rather, volunteering should be an

enjoyable experience where we get to go out with friends, explore our community, and make a difference.”

Jeffrey and his younger sister Jennifer are well known in their Las Vegas community. He currently runs the Shine
City Project (SCP), a volunteer initiative that first began among a group of Unificationists in 2013. Most recently,
the two siblings earned national recognition with the — having devoted more

than 100 hours each to volunteering throughout 2021.

“| feel grateful for the opportunity to serve my community,” says Jeffrey. “I always enjoy discovering new places
where we can help out; it's very rewarding. The desire to make a change in Las Vegas also motivates me to keep
going, because as a native of Las Vegas, | hope to show others that this city is our home and we can create a
more loving and caring environment for everyone.”

After connecting with SCP's founder on campus during college, Jeffrey has remained committed to volunteering
with the group for nearly a decade. Inspired by his faith and family upbringing, he says his passion for serving

others was inevitable.



“In high school, | always spent my lunch time helping other students with their math questions,” he says, “so | was
eager to do something again for my community. Our True Parents believed that something special can happen in
Las Vegas and that our city can be a model city for others to follow. | believe if a change can happen in Las

Vegas, a change can happen everywhere.”

Jennifer soon joined her brother in 2016 as she sought to make a difference in people’s lives. “I like working with
like-minded people who want to help the community,” she says. “It brings me happiness and a sense of fulfillment

when others are able to feel joy from the service work we do.”

In 2021, SCP volunteers , partnering with a wide range of nonprofits and other
organizations such as Green Our Planet, Ahern Orchard, and the Las Vegas Rescue Mission. By the end of the
year, SCP had amassed 1,150 service hours in the greater Las Vegas area and completed 48 service projects in

total — nearly one every week.

“Even though | am just one person, I've inspired others in my community to contribute even more,” says Jeffrey.

“I believe that the efforts of any one person can create a ripple effect with other people.”

“Through volunteering, people in the community can see that we want to help those who are less fortunate and
also save the environment,” says Jennifer. “Other people feel encouraged and empowered to make a difference

in their community as well.”

The siblings say they feel honored to be recognized by the U.S. President with a certificate from the President's
Council on Service and Civic Participation. Since 2003, the President’s Volunteer Service Award has celebrated
the important role of volunteers in America’s strength and national identity. The award honors individuals whose
purpose positively impacts communities in every corner of the nation and inspires those around them to take

action, too.

“These are amazing young people who are really the model people in America today,” says Rev. Miilhan Stephans,
president of Youth and Students for Peace (YSP) USA, which presented the award to the Silerios and seven other
young people from around the country on Jan. 22. YSP is certified to give various levels of the award based on

age and the amount of hours volunteered within a 12-month period.

“We're honoring outstanding volunteers and recognizing the great impact they make,” says Rev. Stephans.

“These service opportunities also help them grow and find their own place in changing the world.”

For the Silerios, 2022 will continue as a year full of volunteering, with each day a new opportunity to give and
serve more people. “We will do our best to make Las Vegas shine and show others the value of living a life for the

sake of others,” says Jeffrey.

You can learn more about Shine City Project, including its upcoming service projects,
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Shine City Project Celebrates 9th
Anniversary

Nine years ago today, a small group of Unificationists founded the (SCP), aimed at
transforming Las Vegas from ‘Sin City’ to ‘Shine City." Volunteers organized a cleanup service project on March

16, 2013 at the corner of Sahara Ave. and Las Vegas Blvd. and never looked back.

“The Shine City Project challenges our city's culture of self-centeredness to become one of selflessness,” says
SCP Director Jeffrey Silerio, who has been a part of the group since it first began. “We aim to build leaders of

heart and character who share love and compassion for others while being stewards for the environment.”

Inspired by True Parents, the SCP has committed thousands of volunteer hours in and around the greater Las
Vegas area over the course of nearly a decade. Jeffrey and his younger sister, Jennifer, were even in
January with the President’s Volunteer Service Award for their combined 127 hours of community service

through SCP during 2021.

The SCP amassed 1,150 service hours last year and completed 48 service projects in total — nearly one every

week. This year, the group has already outpaced itself, with 14 service projects done in only 10 weeks.

“I believe that the efforts of any one person can create a ripple effect with other people,” says Jeffrey. He



coordinates volunteer efforts with a slew of other non-profit organizations, including Green Our Planet, Ahern

Orchard, and the Las Vegas Rescue Mission shelter.

From planting vegetation in community gardens and rehabilitating recreational areas, to delivering hot meals and
basic necessities to people in need, the SCP team remains determined to make Las Vegas known for hospitality

beyond its infamous hotel strip.

“Our volunteers meet for cleanups with Get Outdoors Nevada and other groups,” says Jeffrey. “We've helped to
pick up litter at Acacia Park in Henderson and along the Union Pacific Railroad Trail. This trail has a lot of

pedestrians and bicyclists, so it's important to keep it clean.”
The group is now doubling their efforts, experimenting with back-to-back weekend service projects.

“Together, we will create a more loving and caring community which, in turn, can create a more loving and

peaceful world,” says Jeffrey. “If a change can happen in Las Vegas, change can happen everywhere.”

“We know that peace and change starts with each one of us,” he says. Jeffrey notes that True Parents put down
roots in Las Vegas with the desire to bring a spiritual revival to the city. “With the Shine City Project, we can lead

by example and live for the sake of others.”

You can learn more about the Shine City Project
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