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North Korea: the Logic of Survival 
Webinar Tuesday, March 21, 2023 from 2 to 3 PM EST 
 
North Korea is often described as an “irrational,” even a “mad” place. It is not true. Actually, its leaders 
are great masters of survival. They have survived against all odds. In order to see why North Korean 
policy is logical, we have to keep in mind the decision-makers’ goals. And this goal has nothing to do 
with economic growth. The main strategic goal of the late Kim Jong-il was simple: he wanted to die 
a natural death while still in power. He succeeded in 2011. The main goal of Kim Jong-un is the same: to 
live to a ripe old age, and die a natural death while still in power. This is not an easy thing to do, but so far 
he has been successful. Join Professor Andrei Lankov of Kookmin University in Seoul, Korea; Bradley 

Babson, a former official of the World Bank and Gerard Willis, President and CEO of HJ Magnolia U.S. 
Holdings in a discussion moderated by Roger Wetherall, U.S. Coordinator of UPF's International 
Association for Peace and Economic Development.  
 
Register here to attend: us-upf-org.zoom,us/meeting/register/tZApcO-

spj4uE9S4pTRWyvf9hmS3QWhH-trv 
 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 from 2 to 3 PM EST 
 
See flier attached 
 



U S . U P F . O R G / L I V E

North Korea is often described as an “irrational”, even a “mad” place. It is not
true. Actually, its leaders are great masters of survival, they have survived against
all odds.
In order to see why North Korean policy is logical, we have to keep in mind the
decision-makers’ goals. And this goal has nothing to do with economic growth.
The main strategic goal of late Kim Jong Il was simple: he wanted to die a
natural death while still in power. He succeeded in 2011.The main strategic goal
of Kim Jong Un is the same: to live to a ripe old age, and die a natural death
while still in power. This is not an easy goal but so far he has been successful.
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