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February 8, 1975
1,800 Couple Holy Marriage Blessing

True Parents bless 1800 couples in marriage

True Parents blessed 1,800 couples (technically, 1801) in what the Guinness Book of World Records then
recorded as the largest mass wedding in history on February 8, 1975. The ceremony, conducted in Seoul’s
Jangchung Gymnasium, brought together couples from 25 nations, including 891 couples from Korea,
797 from Japan, 76 from the United States, 35 from European countries and two from the Republic of
China. Over 10,000 guests witnessed the event, after which couples boarded ninety-four sightseeing buses
for a parade through the streets of Seoul. True Parents blessed the 1,800 Couples 14 years after their Holy
Marriage Blessing in 1960. It closed out the second 7-year or national-level course and opened the way to
the Unification Church’s international work. Some 300 members from the 1,800 Couples went out to 123
nations as foreign missionaries, pioneering the worldwide providence. True Father noted that 1,800
represents three times six, equaling eighteen or “the complete subjugation of the satanic number 6.” The
1,800 Couples, he said, “represent all humankind.” Upon their Blessing, he declared, “we enter the age to
embrace the world.” This year marks the 40th anniversary of the 1,800 Couple Blessing.

February 10, 1970
Founding of the Central Training Center



The Central Training Center was founded in Sutaek-ri, Guri city, Gyeonggi Province, on February 10,
1970. The “A” building was completed twenty-eight days after construction began. True Parents named
the facility the HSA-UWC Central Training Center. Countless Unification Movement members and non-
member leaders have been educated at this site, and it is still serving as one of the Family Federation’s
most important educational facilities. (Courtesy of the History Compilation Committee)

February 10, 1978
The First Victory over Communism Rally

The first Victory over Communism (VOC) rally was held in Suwun Hall in Seoul on February 10, 1978.
With 134 foreign participants and over a thousand citizen-guests, the rally was successful. Dr. Sang Hun
Lee, author of the VOC text, explained the significance of the rally, which was held to make a resolution
to protect the Republic of Korea, one of the most ardently anti-communist countries in the world. Korean
President Park Chung-hee and U.S. President Jimmy Carter sent congratulatory messages. (Courtesy of
the History Compilation Committee)

February 10, 2008
Toru Goto Freed from Captivity



Mr. Toru Goto, the world’s best-known survivor of coercive conversion in Japan, was freed from
incarceration in a Tokyo apartment on February 10, 2008, after twelve years of confinement by family
members. After three hunger strikes and “slow starvation” imposed on him for failing to acknowledge
“issues” of the Unification Movement, his family ordered him out of the apartment due to fear that he
would carry out another hunger strike and starve to death. Mr. Goto had no money and was physically
debilitated. Barely able to walk and wearing a light sweater, he feared he would freeze to death before
morning. Fortunately, after being refused help at a police station, he encountered a Unificationist who
helped him get to church headquarters. Around midnight he was taken to Isshin Hospital, where he was
diagnosed as suffering from severe malnutrition as well as generalized muscular weakness, muscular
atrophy, and anemia. He finally was discharged from the hospital on March 31. He later noted, “I was
continuously confined in a small room from the time I was 31 years old until I was 44 years old [12 years
and 5 months]. They deprived me of not only my freedom of religion, freedom of marriage, freedom of
choice in employment, freedom of movement and freedom of vote, but they denied and violated my
human dignity. They spoiled my precious life. I continued to endure criticism, smear and defamation
which degraded my humanity, and also physical violence in the confinement room. I endured forced
starvation, while I was continuously pressured to withdraw from the church.”

February 11, 2000
Ceremony Commemorating the Publication of The Sermons of the Reverend Sun Myung Moon

The publication of The Sermons of the Reverend Sun Myung Moon was marked by a ceremony on
February 11, 2000, in the Little Angels Performance Hall that was attended by 1,500 people. The
ceremony occurred on the occasion of the publication of the 300th volume of True Parents’ sermons.
Hangeul Foundation Chair Han Gab-su and Korean Publishers Association President Na Chun-ho gave
congratulatory remarks. True Parents donated the books to the National Assembly Library, the Gangnam
Library and the University Library. To date, more than 600 volumes have been published. Other
collections of their messages, such as Cheon Seong Gyeong, Pyeong Hwa Gyeong and Cham Bumo
Gyeong, have been published based on this collection of sermons. (Courtesy of History Compilation
Committee)

February 12, 1965
True Father Arrives in America for the First Time

From its earliest days, the American Unification movement anticipated the imminent arrival of True
Father. Miss Young Oon Kim, the first church missionary to the United States, expected True Father’s
arrival with Mr. David Kim in September 1959 and out of her meager funds rented an apartment and
purchased bedding and other items. The original Bay Area group anticipated his arrival in the spring of
1961 and purchased a camper. The same expectation was a focus of the American church in 1964.
Members throughout the country began a “High Noon Prayer Vigil” in anticipation, and by November
word came that “Time is growing short.” True Father departed from Korea for his first world tour in
January 1965. After spending two weeks in Japan, he left for America. Miss Kim, who accompanied them



to Japan, departed ahead of them to prepare Americans for his visit.

True Father established the first Holy Ground in the United States on Twin Peaks overlooking San
Francisco

Three days later, True Father established the first Holy Ground in the United States on Twin Peaks
overlooking San Francisco. In the next forty-four days, he traveled by car to all forty-eight contiguous
states, setting up a total of fifty-five Holy Grounds. True Father’s first visit to the United States lasted
nearly five months, until July 1, 1965, when he departed for Europe.

February 12, 2014
Cosmic Blessing Ceremony

On February 12, 2014, some 20,000 couples from 194 countries said, “I do” at a Holy Marriage Blessing
Ceremony that spanned the globe. True Mother officiated the 2014 Cosmic Blessing of 2,500 couples—
including 50 couples from the United States—at the Cheongshim Peace World Center in South Korea. It
was conducted on the first anniversary of the Cheon Il Guk Foundation Day Commemoration Ceremony.
In the United States, couples took part via satellite in local ceremonies from Seattle to New York.



February 13, 2000
First International Blessing of 400 Million Couples

400 million couples receive the Holy Marriage Blessing.

Many Unificationists expected that the Holy Marriage Blessing of 360 Million Couples of 1999, which
focused largely on previously married couples, would be the final Marriage Blessing in the sequence of
international wedding ceremonies conducted on a global and mass scale. Unificationists, therefore, were
surprised when True Father announced a 400 Million Couple Blessing to be conducted in conjunction
with his 80th birthday, on February 13, 2000. They were more surprised to learn that the 400 million were
to be “matched couples only.” True Father envisioned that the 400 million “Youth Blessing,” in
conjunction with the 360 Million Couple Blessing of 1999, “will influence the entire human race.” In
America, Unificationists targeted school graduations, movie theaters, ball parks, beaches, fairs and other
places where young people congregated, passing out “Pure Love Pledge Cards.” The “Pure Love Pledge”
called on young people to refrain from all sexual relationships before marriage; to respect and honor the
ideal of purity in themselves and others; to learn how to practice pure love as a child, friend, spouse and
parent; to dedicate themselves to absolute fidelity within marriage; and to encourage others to do the
same. Legions of female Unificationists from Japan helped in the work. True Parents conducted Blessing
2000, as they had in 1999, before a packed Seoul Olympic Stadium. Representatives from ten world faith
traditions pronounced blessings, and the event, coordinated with the 2000 World Culture and Sports
Festival, was a spectacular success. However, it was apparent that “matched couples” still made up a
minority of the Blessing participants. True Father, therefore, designated it “Phase One” of the 400 Million
Couple Blessing. Successive phases followed over the course of the next decade.

February 13, 2014
Proclamation of the Cheon Il Guk Constitution

»"'

Hyo Jin and Heung Jin Moon’s f;,zmilies dedicate the Cheon Il Guk Constitution.

The Constitution of Cheon 1l Guk, which outlines the system and the standard ofCheon Il Guk, was



dedicated and proclaimed on February 13, 2014. After Cheon Il Guk Foundation Day in 2013, True
Mother directed that the Cheon 1l Guk Constitution be established quickly and commissioned a
Legislative Committee to complete the draft. The committee reviewed constitutions of eight nations and
eleven religious denominations. Over the course of eight public hearings involving 1,035 persons from 21
nations, the Constitution was prepared for presentation on the first anniversary of Foundation Day.
Consisting of nine major sections, the Constitution is intended to establish the laws, principles and
guidelines that will serve all the people of Cheon Il Guk to actualize God’s peaceful ideal world. In
addition to proclaiming the Constitution, True Mother announced the 12 Supreme Council members who
will comprise the legislative body under the Constitution of Cheon 1l Guk.



