
 
 
40th Anniversary of 1800 Couples' Blessing 
 
Ki Hoon Kim and Alexa Ward 
January 30, 2015 
 
Dear brothers and sisters of the 1800 Couples’ Blessing, 
 
I have been with our True Mother since she arrived in the U.S. early in December. While in Las Vegas, 
she appointed second generation young adults to leadership positions in the American movement, 
launched the Cranes Club, hosted a wonderful Christmas party, and initiated successful witnessing 
activities in Las Vegas and Honolulu. We are deeply grateful to our True Mother for her steadfast 
commitment to advancing God’s providence in the U.S. 
 
On February 8, 1975, our True Parents officiated over the historic 1800 Couples’ Blessing Ceremony in 
Seoul, South Korea. Members of this Blessing had a special mission to serve the world, and 
approximately ninety American members served with distinction as missionaries to countries worldwide. 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the 1800 Couples’ Blessing, on February 8, this is a 
special opportunity to express our appreciation to True Mother. My wife and I, ourselves a couple of this 
Blessing, would like to invite each 1800 couple in the U.S. to join us in making an offering of 
appreciation to True Mother. The suggested amount is $120 per couple. This offering can be made on the 
“Blessing Anniversary Special Donation” page housed on the Family Federation website, or, if you 
prefer, you may send a check by mail to the USA National Headquarters. I will be with True Mother in 
Hawaii on February 8 and will be pleased to present her with a card as well as with this appreciation 
donation. To do this, all offerings need to be made by midnight, Thursday, February 5, 2014. 
 
Please extend your love and appreciation to all the couples of the 1800 Couples’ Blessing, at this time of 
their 40th Anniversary. I understand that celebrations will be held in New York, Washington DC, and San 
Francisco. 
 
With all blessings and love, 

                               
Dr. Ki Hoon and Tamme Kim                                   Dr. Thomas and Alexa Ward 
Continental Director                                                  Vice President 
 
 



 
 
40th Anniversary Celebration for the 1800 Couples’ Marriage Blessing 
 

 
 
On February 8, 1975, our True Parents officiated over the historic 1800 Couples’ Marriage Blessing 
Ceremony in Seoul, South Korea. Participants of this Blessing had a special mission to serve the world, 
and approximately ninety American Unificationists served with distinction as missionaries to countries 
worldwide. 
 
On the occasion of this Marriage Blessing, True Father said: 
 

“On February 8, 1975, I performed the 1800 Couples’ Marriage Blessing. Now that 
Unificationists have made their debut, first on an individual and then on a family basis, not only 
the members of my family but all Unificationists should become known throughout the world. 
Since this is God’s will, we must become living monuments that represent and testify to this 
victory on the family level expanding our families on earth centering on True Parents. With the 
1800 Couples’ Marriage Blessing, The Blessing has entered its global era; hence, restoration 
within the sphere of the family must be resolved.”– Sun Myung Moon, Cheon Seong Gyeong; 
Book Nine – Blessed Family, Chapter Three – The Providential Significance of the Blessed 
Couples; Section 6. The 1800 Couples 

 
As the 40th Anniversary of the 1800 Couples’ Marriage Blessing approaches on February 8, Dr. Ki Hoon 
and Mrs. Tamme Kim, along with Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Alexa Ward, themselves couples of this 
Blessing, would like to invite each 1800 Blessed couple in America to join them in making an 
appreciation offering to True Mother. The suggested amount is $120 per couple. Dr. Kim will be with 
True Mother in Hawaii on February 8 and looks forward to giving her a card as well as the appreciation 
offering. To do this, all offerings need to be made by midnight, Thursday, February 5, 2014. 
 
This offering can be made by clicking on the “offering” button below. You may also send a check by mail 
to the USA National Headquarters. 
 
Celebrations are being planned around the country to commemorate this milestone on Sunday, February 
8. Fifty couples of the 1800 Couples’ Marriage Blessing, along with some of their adult children, will 
gather at East Garden. This event is being co-sponsored by the New York 1800 Couples Committee and 
the USA National Ministry Team. In the Washington D.C. area, twenty five couples will celebrate the 
anniversary at a local Korean restaurant. To mark the occasion in the Bay area, eighteen couples 
will gather at the Leroy’s home in Oakland. 
 
The programs include sharing True Parents’ words, video and slide show presentations of the 1800 
Couples’ Marriage Blessing Ceremony, a remembrance of those who have ascended, speakers, 
testimonies, an original poem, entertainment and singing, dancing, playing yute, filming personal 
messages for True Mother, tours of East Garden, portrait photos, banners, gifts, as well as delicious 
meals, celebration cakes, and good fellowship. 
 
For those who are not able to attend the event at East Garden, there will be an opportunity to submit your 
personal message for True Mother, to be included in the video. Guidelines for this will be sent out soon. 
 
Please extend your love and appreciation to all of the 1800 Blessed Couples, at this time of their 
40th Anniversary. 
 
OFFERING 
 



 

40th Anniversary Celebration for the 1800 Couples’ 
Marriage Blessing 

 As the 40th Anniversary of the 1800 Couples’ Marriage Blessing approaches on February 8, Dr. Ki Hoon 
and Mrs. Tamme Kim, along with Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Alexa Ward, themselves couples of this Blessing, 
would like to invite each 1800 Blessed couple in America to join them in making an appreciation offering 
to True Mother. The suggested amount is 120 per couple. 

Dr. Kim will be with True Mother in Hawaii on February 8 and looks forward to giving her a card as 
well as the appreciation offering. To do this, all offerings need to be made by midnight, Thursday, 
February 5, 2014 

 Offering Amount* 

Suggested $120 per couple 

120
 

 Total 

$120.00 

Next 
 





Matching
the

couples

Suppose I give a girl of small stature a big giant? I had the

experience of matching a German girl to an Englishman, even

though they couldn 't speak each other's
language. They even had to

use an interpreter in their courtship. Thatwas amost wonderful thing

to do. Just imagine: the baby of one American girl will have black,

almond-shaped eyes, and the baby ofone ofthe Japanese girls will

have blue eyes. Isn't that wonderful? When an Oriental girl

embraces her blue-eyed child, then it means she is embracing

America, embracing the Western world. When an American girl

embraces a baby with dark Oriental eyes, it means she is

embracing the whole
Orient in her arms. And in this wayyou cannot

stand apart from the Western world or apart from the Eastern world.

This will be the proof that you have become one with the opposite

world.

Sun Myung Moon

November 17, 1974
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Rehearsing
the ceremony

February 7, 1975

Yourjob is tomake your spouse happier than you, withouthis or

herbeing conscious of it, and then you can express your happiness.

You may think, "Since I'm married, I have to be well-dressed. I have

to use earrings, rings, necklaces, and new clothes to decorate

myself.
"

Before you do that, youmust be able to have your spouse

glitter and shine; that's the way you should help each other.

In our ideology, when you are made into couples, you must

become one. Then with the magnetic power of love operating in

your family, you can attract other families and end the disunity in

other families. You will win more and more families on our side. An

ideal couple cannotbe foundwhen you enjoymaterial wealth, when

you drive luxurious cars, eat nutritious food, wear glittering clothes

and things like that. But when you live in poor conditions where you

go throughmiseries and difficulties and still your family shines, then
people will know you have an ideal family life. In the corrupted

world, where families are disunited, your familymust become the
norm.

You must concentrate your efforts on making your home a

unified one, a beautiful stronghold of unity in love.

Sun Myung Moon

February 23, 1975
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Rev. Sun Myung Moon

PARADE COURSE (after the ceremony)
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Exit of officiator
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Closing of the ceremony
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February 8, 1975

When you look for a spouse, never think that your happiness

can come from your lover or sweetheart; it comes from God's love

first.

Sun Myung Moon

August 4, 1974
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We have a new view of life here in our group. In the Christian

world when they are blessed in marriage, they think of their own

salvation or their own happiness, and struggle hard to win

everything for their happiness. But here in our group when we are

blessed in holymarriage we are ready to sacrifice ourselves or our

family for the salvation of broader things, and that's why God will

work with us.

Sun Myung Moon

August 25, 1974
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What is our purpose? To become true men. We will create the

true husband and wife, and become true parents to give birth to

children who experience love among themselves amd form a loving
brotherhood. And those children and parents together create one

heavenly family. That family will expand into a true society. That true

society will expand into a true nation.

Sun Myung Moon

September 11, 1974

Couples forever
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Motorcade

through Seoul
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Interwoven by international,

Marriage in the Satanic world has been among one's own

people, or at best, within a certain ideology, but there have been

many, many divorce cases and things like that. But in our Family, we
willmake internationalmarriages where the love ties will be so great,
with couples loving people of the West and the East that they will

embrace all humanity in their arms. In our society there willneverbe
such a thing as divorce.

Sun Myung Moon

November 17, 1974
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interracial marriages

You must never complain about your spouse, saying, "Oh,

she's an Oriental girl, she's shorter, she's not beautiful, she's not

smart,
"

because God chose her. However ugly he or she may be,

whatever defects he or shemay have, in God's eyes he or she has a

certain place.

Sun Myung Moon

February 23, 1975

We don't getmarried only because we like each other. We get

married to do the will of God, because we like God's will so much

that we want to establish it as a long-lasting tradition for the future

people who follow us.

Sun Myung Moon

March 5, 1975
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/ know too well thatGod in finding His son would look for him not

in the midst of happy people, but in the midst of the tortured and

miserable people, where He could find one in miserable

circumstances and looking up to heaven alone to be rescued. Then

alone in that situation you can meet God face to face, one to one.

Even in that situation you cannot be completely restored if you are

not in the position to completely console God instead of being
consoled by Him. If in that situation you call to God, shout to Him,

calling for rescue, calling "Father, God, helpme!Save
me!"

you are

afailure. Youmustbe able to say to God at thatmoment, "Iknowtoo

well that you have trodden a more thorny way than Imyselfhere, so I

have tasted a bit of what you have gone through. I am thankful and

grateful to meet you here and be one with you.
"

In that way I

consoled God's heart. If you are in that situation, then God will be

yours, and the omnipotent God will work for you.

Sun Myung Moon

December 1, 1974
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1800 Couples Receive Blessing
by Hal McKenzie

How can you describe the Bless

ing in Korea of l ,800 couples from 120

different nations? "The only way I

could describe it is as a series of mira

said Mrs. Glenn Strait, formerly
Louise Berry, in a report toWashington

church members.

The first miracle was selecting the

candidates, notifying them, keeping

them informed, and getting all of them

to Korea together, all within a few

time. A committee of blessed

couples spent many sleepless nights

picking an equal number of qualified

American men and women to send to

Korea as candidates for the Blessing.

The Headquarters staff worked double

and triple time sending out notices and

instructions. Helen Glass, formerly

Helen Koepke, performed a small

miracle of her own in coordinating

passports, visas, and travel arrange

ments with Korean Airlines for the

more than 140 people who finally went.

The second major miracle was, in

a word, the Korean Family. "When I

got to Korea, the feeling there was

said Peggy Warden

Matsuya. "It was such a high spiritual

feeling. 1 never experienced anything

like it before. 1 felt in my heart that even

if I didn't get blessed, it was worth it

just to go to Korea. Throughout the

whole time we were there we were

given so

At the airport in Seoul, the candi

dates were greeted by a crowd of Ko

rean Family holding a big banner say

ing "Welcome Western Couples

Congratulations on Your
Wedding,"

singing

"Tongil,"

and waving flags.

Then the candidates boarded tourist

buses which drove to the little village of

Sootaek-Ri (pronounced Soo-taeng-Ni)
outside of Seoul, the site of our Fami

ly's training center, Tongil Industries

manufacturing plant, and the Il-Hwa

Ginseng Tea factory.

The training center consists of two

long lecture hall-dormitory buildings,

another long building for worker's

rooms and Master's quarters, and a

500-seat dining hall. The center can

accommodate up to 500 people at a time

for Victory overCommunism or Divine

Principle seminars, but soon as many as

1,600 Western, Japanese, and Korean

members were using the center at any
one time. "Wall-to-wall people; a con

stant traffic jam; a mob were

the words used to describe it; but they
were all our Family, so the spiritual

atmosphere, as Peggy said, was
"overwhelming."

The Korean Family did a truly

miraculous job feeding, caring for, and

organizing all these people. Tongil In

dustries manufactured many sturdy,

triple-tiered bunks for the new arrivals.

In addition to the dormitory rooms al

ready there, the lecture halls were

turned into huge bedrooms. Bunks

lined the walls of one lecture hall used

forthe men's room, and every available

inch of floor space in both halls was

covered with folding foam-rubber mat

tresses. Ample pillows and blankets

were supplied and steam heating was

specially installed, so no one suffered at

night from the below-freezing tempera

tures.

Meals had to be eaten in three

shifts because of the limited capacity of

the dining hall. The Korean Family
took special care and expense to pro

vide only Western food so that no one
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suffered from stomach problems due to

dietary culture shock.

Personal cleanliness was taken

care of in a way which the Western

couples will long remember with spe

cial fondness: the Public Bath. Quite

common in Korea and Japan, public

bathing was a new experience to most

of the Westerners. All agreed that it

would be wonderful to begin that cus

tom in the United States. The baths con

sist of large men's and women's wash

rooms equipped with rows of hot and

cold water spigots and large pool-size

tubs ofwarm and hot water. After soap

ing down and rinsing off at the spigots,

using a little plastic pan to splash your

self with, you jump into one ofthe tubs
for a warm, relaxing soak.

All of the Western couples were

amazed and awed at the work our Fam

ily was doing in Korea. The training

center-factory complex where the

couples stayed was impressive enough,

but especially miraculous was the

beautiful Little
Angels'

Performing
Arts Center designed by Mr. Duk Moon

Aum, a long-time Family member who

is an outstanding architect in Korea.

The newly Blessed couples visited

the Center on the night before their de

parture, hosted by Col. Pak and a host

of Little Angels. The 5,000 seat au

ditorium and entertainment part of the

Center was still under construction, but

the performing arts school was fully
built and already in full operation. The

graceful building could be compared in

significance to the Kennedy Center in

Washington, D.C, although everyone

felt that our building was architectur

ally and aesthetically far superior. The

land for the building, in a children's

park, was donated by the government,

and the Center promises to be a major

cultural center for visiting foreign dig
nitaries when it is completed.

Seeing these things, the Western

members felt that the Korean people

were finally coming around to accept

our Church and our Father, as the savior

of Korea and the world. They could see

it in the faces of the villagers who

crowded around wherever they were,

awestruck at this crowd of foreigners

who had descended into their midst.

Even the professional tour guides who

led the couples on a sightseeing tour

said that they had become interested in

the Unification Church, promising to

come to lectures. They were won over

by the warm spirit of the Western

couples, seeing that it was Rev. Moon

who had made these people from all

over the world so unified and happy.

The Westerners were also

privileged to hear Master discuss his

plans for the next three years. At a

speech to the newly-blessed Western

couples at the Sootaek-Ri Training
Center in Korea on Feb. 9, Master dis

cussed the role that the Blessed couples

will play in the coming three-year

period. He stressed that the couples are

privileged to have participated in the

historical 1,800 couples Blessing, and

would be the
"locomotive"

to fulfill

the main goals during this period.

The biggest miracle, of course,

was Master's selection of our mates on

February 3. Before the matching
be-

A
'4

If you can love others as you would your own brothers and

sisters, other parents as you would your own parents, other

grandparents as you would your own grandparents, then you can

love God. Home life is the onlyplace where you can be educated in

that kind of love.

Sun Myung Moon

March 9, 1975

gan, Master spoke to the candidates on

why we call our marriages a "bless
ing."

He said that the original purpose

of God's creation is the four position

foundation. In the four position founda

tion, the vertical love coming from God

to the children is subject, while the

horizontal love between the mates is

object. Therefore vertical love is most

important in the marriage. "In the
Orient,"

Master said, "husband and

wife tend to love their parents and their

children more than each other. In the

West couples rather forget their parents

and their children and love each other

only. You must follow more the Orien

tal

He said that to be qualified for the

blessing we must become true sons and

daughters of God. "The qualification

for the blessing is possessing God's
love,"

he said, "and therefore being
able to have God's son or daughter as

your mate. In that way you can have

dominion over the entire universe.

Without divine love there, no such

thing can be realized. That is why we

call the marriage a
'blessing.'

At the end of his talk, he spoke of

what a great responsibility the matching

was for him. He asked the candidates

whether they wanted to select their own

preferences or to leave it up to him. All

the candidates chorused a thunderous

"yes"

to leaving it in his hands.

Nobody knew exactly what to ex

pect. Feelings ranged from excited to

nervous to scared. The candidates

could rely only on their faith in Master.

As Master began to match the

couples, fears were quickly dispelled.

Joe Tully remarked, "Everyone could

see, after the people were put together

that it was just right; they were just the

right people for each

The matching began in the largest

lecture hall about 3:00 p.m. The men

and women sat at the opposite ends of

the room. Starting with the physically

oldest members first and moving

through various categories of age, posi

tion, etc., Master began to match the

couples. When he would pick two

people, they would go into a small ad

joining room to consult with one

another. If they accepted, they came out

and bowed to Master, and everyone

applauded. If they found some diffi

culty, they could try again or express a

preference. Sometimes Master ac

cepted their preference, sometimes he

advised against it. Invariably, we found

that Master's judgment was the best.

Many of the couples hardly knew

or had never even seen each other be

fore. However, once they began to talk

with one another after the engagement,

after the blessing, in Tokyo and back in

the United States visiting their parents,

the real miracle became more and more

apparent.

Lynda Champion McKenzie, who

had never met her husband Hal before

then, recalled, "From that point on we

began finding out how much Master

really knew what he was doing. . . . Our

parents were shocked at how much we

had in common. Hal's father remarked,

'Hal could have searched for a million

years and never have found someone

with so many complementary points as

Lynda. Rev. Moon can match better

than any

Other couples had similar experi

ences. Couples were constantly discov

ering new coincidences, common fea

tures, crossing junctures, and com

plementary associations in their
mates'

personalities, dreams, backgrounds.

and ancestors.

The most prevalent feeling was

that God had been arranging the whole

thing all along; that their mates had

been created just for them. Master,

knowing God's heart and will for each

of them, had brought them together.

Ernie Stewart said to the New York

Family: "God made someone perfectly
for me, and I know that He's doing the
same for you .

' '

After the engagements, the un

folding miracle of this discovery
seemed to make all the succeeding
events blend into one continuous mira

cle. The mass wedding ceremony at

Changchung gymnasium; witnessing
on the streets in Tokyo; Master's speech

at the Budokan Hall in Tokyo; the

choosing of the international mis

sionaries, the couples returning home

and visiting their parents and relatives;

and so on, all hold precious memories

for each participant. But especially,
each participant will hold forever in

their hearts their own unique and pre

cious story of how their mates for eterni

ty were chosen.

March 10, 1975
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When you are sacrificial with each other, you will be good

couples. When you give birth to your children, you must raise them,

educate them in the ideal way. You are going to pioneer your way,

building an ideal world, but you must remember that even God has

notbeen able to restoreAdam and Eve to perfection in 6,000 years.

Youmust have your family as the base and defend yourself from the

satanic invasion. Youmust build your home and the nation and the

world into ideal ones; it is a very difficult task.

Sun Myung Moon

October 28, 1974
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Godhas one desire: to find someone, some youngman who will

cling to Him, and will never let go, no matter what.

Sun Myung Moon

March 5, 1975
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Happiness is obtained when you have someone to share your

joy with. When you are joyous over something but your husband or

wife does not take delight in it, and your children's attitudes are
different from yours, then you cannot be 100 percent happy. In an

ideal or happy family what the husband has is shared with his wife

and children, and they are equally happy to enjoy the same thing;

otherwise, you cannot call thathome a happyhome. For example, if
the wife owns a treasure and the husband is jealous of it and so are

the children, that's not the way they should live. But if one of the

familyhas a valuable thing and everyone shares the ownership and
everyone takes delight in having that thing, only then can you call
that family a happy one.

Sun Myung Moon

August 4, 1974
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MASS WEDDING (Above) A total of 1,800 couples from Korea, Japan and many other countries are married in a mass wed

ding ceremony officiated at by Rev. Moon Sun-myong of the Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity at

Changchung Gymnasium in Seoul. (Story on Page 12)

1,800 Couples Blessed With 'Holy
Water'

The suddejn drop in temperature be

low the freezing point last Saturday did

not keep nearly two thousand couples

from 20 countries from attending their

mass wedding, the largest ever record

ed in history, sponsored by the Holy
Spirit Association for the Unification of

World Christianity at Changchung Gym

nasium in Seoul.

Married were 891 couples from Korea,

797 from Japan, 76 from the United

States, 35 from European countries and

two from the Republic of China.

Officiating at the wedding ceremony,

Rev. Moon Sun-
myung, founder of the

sect commonly known as the Tongil

(Unification) Church, blessed the cou

ples by sprinkling "holy on their

heads in a gesture of aspersion.

Rev. Moon said: "You, getting wed

here, proved to all the people around the

world that you are a family in God's

All of the brides, both Koreans and

foreigners, were dressed in the tradi

tional white Korean
"chima"

and "cho-

and the bridegrooms in dark green

Western suits.

Both sides of the wedding hall were

decorated with the national flags ot the

20 countries and bouquets.

A total of 70 million won ($140,000)
was spent for the ceremony according to

an official of the church. During the cere

mony, the couples exchanged gold wed

ding rings.

Congratulatory addresses were read

by Minister of National Unification

Sheen Doh-sung and Matsutoshi Matsu-

moto, former president of Rikkyo Uni

versity in Tokyo.

After the wedding, the newlyweds par

ticipated in a mass car parade through

the streets that continued for two hours.

The parade started from the gymnasium

to the Han River turnpike and then to

Yoido Plaza and back to the gymnasium.

Two couples stand in front of the array of Christian brides and bridegrooms at a spectacular

mass wedding.
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MASS WEDDING Rev. and Mrs. Moon Sun.myung lead

prayers during yesterday^ mass wedding for 1,801 cou-

Korea Herald Photo

pies. They sprinkled "holy
water"

on the heads of the

newlyweds from 20 different countries.

Mass Seoul Rites Wed 1,801 Couples
Yesterday's sudden drop

in temperature below the

freezing point did not keep
1,801 couples from 20 coun

tries from attending their

mass wedding, the largest

ever recorded in history,
sponsored by the Holy Spi

rit Association for the Uni

fication of World Christiani

ty at Changchung Gymna

sium in Seoul.

Married were 891 couples

from Korea, 797 from Ja

pan, 76 from the United

States, 35 from European

countries and two from the

Republic of China.

Officiating at the wedding

ceremony, Rev. Moon Sun-

myung, founder of the sect

commonly known as the

Tongil (Unification) Church,
blessed the couples by

sprinkling "holy
water"

on

their heads in a gesture of

aspersion.

Rev. Moon said: "You,
getting wed here, proved to

all the people around the

world that you are a fami

ly in God's
grace."

All of the brides, both Ko

reans and foreigners, were

dressed in the traditional

white Korean
"chima"

and
"chogori"

and the bride

rooms in dark green West
ern suits.

Both sides of the wedding
hall were decorated with the

national flags of the 20

countries and bouquets.

A total of 70 million won

($140,000) was spent for the

ceremony, according to an

official of the church. Dur

ing the ceremony, the

couples exchanged gold wed

ding rings.

Congratulatory addresses

were read by Minister of

National Unification Sheen

Doh-sung and Matsutoshi

Matsumoto. former presi

dent -of Rikkyo University
in Tokyo.

Miss Rachel Marry Eden,

26, of England, said, "It is

a special day of my life. I

feel it a great privilege to

be among the 1801 interna

tional
couples."

Mrs. Misao

Hamada, 50, of Japan, whose

daughter was married to a

Korean, said that she is

"very, very
happy."

The couples gave three

cheers of
"manse"

in Ko

rean at the ceremony, which

was participated in by over

10,000 well wishers.

After the wedding, the
newlyweds participated in a

mass car parade through the

streets that continued for

two hours. The parade start

ed from the gymnasium to

the Han River turnpike and

then to Yoido Plaza and

back to the gymnasium.
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Moon's Unification Church

1,500 Japanese Now in Seoul For Mass Wedding Tomorrow
TOKYO (AP) Dozens of

young Japanese left Tokyo

recently on their way to

Seoul to be married in one

of the world's largest mass

weddings.

About 1,500 Japanese are

among the 3,200 members ot

a Korea-based religious group

founded by the 54-year-old

Rev. Moon Sun-myung schedul

ed to be married in a giant

ceremony Feb. 8.

Miss Nobuko Hokari, 29, of

Tokyo, is one of the 1.600

prospective brides whose hus

bands have been chosen for

them by the Rev. Moon.

"We sent him our photo

graphs and then he told us

who we should marry when he

came to Japan for a short trip
in

January,"

she said in an

interview.

"He knew instantly nur

spiritual insides and could

choose the right partners for
us."

The
religions'

formal title

Is "Holy Spirit Association

for the Unification of World
Christianity,"

It is called more

simply "Unification
Church."

and is a Christian sect claim

ing a worldwide following of

over two million, based on the

teachings of Rev. Moon.

It strives to unite all Chris

tians under the teachings of

its founder and refutes Ideo

logies such as socialism, com

munism and atheism, a church

Korea Heraio Phott

UNIFICATION CHUKCH Rev. Moon Sun-myung ad

dresses huge crowd in New York. He is to preside

over a large mass wedding at Changehung Gymnasium at

10:30 a.m. tomorrow.

spokesman said.

One of the sect's major

tenets Is the importance of

marriage and it calls adultery

the word's worst crime.

This will be the second mass

wedding sponsored by rhe

church. The first visit to Ko

rea without knowing whom

they would marry, and within

a two-week period were match

ed up by the Rev. Moon and

married in a ceremony t

which he officiated.

Yasuhiro Toyomura, 27, of

Tokyo, who was among them.

said he is happy with the

marriage, although he and his

wife Yoshiko have lived toge-

ter for only about a year.

They work on opposite sides

of the global for the religion

she in Washington, D C.

and he in Tokyo.

"Rev. Moon knows my wife

more than I
do,"

said, Toyo

mura. "He understands the

internal and spiritual worlds

of a person and when he said

she was the right partner for

me, we both knew instantly he

was right

Final Decision

"But the final decision is

ours. If we don t want to ac

cept his advice, it's
Okay."

Some of the parents of the

young couples have protested

the upcoming wedding, saying

their children do not know

their future spouses and are

being alienated from home

and family by the religion.

About 20 have withdrawn

from the ceremony.

Scuffles have been reported

at Tokyo's airport between

members of the wedding par

ty and their families who were

unable to persuade them not

to be married.

Members who wish to be

married by the Rev. Moon first

roust give long service to th

church and Introduce about

three new converts. Many of

the prospective brides and

bridegroom are full-time em

ployes of the religion.

"The reason I want to be
married,"

said Miss Hokari,
"is because two people are

stronger than one and we can

uork harder for the religion.

"My future husband and, 1 do

not plan a married life for

about three years. Instead, we

will go abroad for
training."

A spokesman for the reli

gion said there have never

been any divorces in the

church.

"According to the principl

es of the religion, divorce is

not
possible"

the spokesman

said, "unless they fall away

from the church and then di

vorce is a personal
decision."

Meanwhile, Unification

Church sponsored "day of

hope
festivals"

in Japan have

filled auditoriums to capaci

ty offering a program of

songs, movies and lectures. On

the streets of Tokyo and in

other parts of Japan, young

people, both Japanese and for

eign, have been passing out

literature and selling flowers

in a campaign to Increase the

200,000 Japanese membership

and raise funds.

"I don't have time to be

came a
member,"

said one

middle aged businessmen at

one lecture, "but I suppose

many young Japanese will

join because they (the reli

gion) have pretty girls and

nice boys from many coun

tries and good lectures.

"I myself go to the meet

ings for two reasons. One is

to find the true reason for

living. The other is to brush

up on my
English."
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Whole Truth Nothing but the Truth

World's Largest Joint Wedding Ceremony

A mass wedding ceremony, the largest ever recorded in

history, was held in Seoul on Feb. 8 for 1,801 couples from

20 countries.

Married in the impressive nuptial ceremony were 891 couples

from Korea, 797 from Japan, 76 from the United States,

35 from Europe, and two from Taiwan.

Officiating at the wedding rite was Rev. Moen Sun-myung,

founder of the Holy Spirit Association for the Unification

of World Christianity, the sect commonly known as Tongil

(Unification) Church.

All the brides were dressed in the traditional Korean
"chima"

and
"chogori."

After the ceremony held at the

Changchung Gymnasium, the newly-weds took part in a

mass car parade through the streets of Seoul for two hours.

477km2

Korean

Basic Data about Korea

Population

Total: 47,642.845

The Republic ot Korea: 33,3.52,84!

Area

Total : 220, 8^kKThe

about the^arfme as Italy';

The Republic of Korean
Languafeo

Korean/ (The e*4-letter

phonstic alphabet cilled Hangul)

Econonty.

The Korean industry \s in the pro

cess of transformation into the

heavy chefeiical industry.The agri

culture, "forestry and fishery indu

stry em-ploys 50J7Jfajdf workforce;

mining aMtfihVriifiacturing 14. 2%;

social overhead capital and other

service=p35. \%.

Cities

Seoul(capital), 6,289,556

Pusan, 2,015,162
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Mass Wedding Rites

Many birdes and grooms

were sobbing in apparent re

ligious ecstasy while Moon

Sun-myung, leader of the con

troversial Unification Church,

prayed for their eternal rela

tionship with God at the

church's big international

mass wedding at Changchung

Gymnasium in Seoul yester

day.

Exactly 1,801 couples from

Korea, Japan, the United

States and 17 other countries

in various parts of the world

were married in the cere

mony, possibly the biggest

wedding ever held in human

history.

Clad in silver gowns and

wearing impressive silver

crowns, Moon and his wife,

Mrs. Han Hak-cha, officiated

in the ceremony by offering

prayers and spreading per

fume over the entering brides

and grooms.

All the brides wore the tra

ditional Korean Chima and

Chogori and white veils des

pite their different nationali

ties, while the grooms were in

dark suits.

They pledged eternal part

nership and loyalty to the

church by answering "I
do"

in

Moon Perfumes 1,801 Pairs

A Western couple wear smiles as they step up to the

stage for Moon's blessing.

roaring unison to Moon stand

ing on a lofty stage presid

ing over the ceremony.

Some 10,000 well-wishers

and believers attended the

biggest gymnasium. The ce

remony lasted for nearly two

and a half hours.

It was the eighth joint wed

ding ceremony organized by

ceremony jampacking Seoul's the Holy Spirit Association

for the Unification of World

Christianity since 1960. In

October, 1970, 777 couples

were matched in a similar

international event.

Founded in 1954 by Moon,
the church has been one of

the most controversial new re

ligions in the country because

of its rapidly expanding eco

nomic and political power and

Moon's overseas missionary
activities in recent years.

Firmly standing against

communism, the church has 34

national missionary headquar

ters outside Korea in addi

tion to 380,000 domestic be

lievers, according to its own

estimate.

The mass wedding is ex

plained as one of the church's

policies to prove its doctrine

that "the world is one fami
ly."

In order to get married,

members "who are basically
qualified for

marriage"

parti

cipate in a special training
program by submitting recom

mendation from the chiefs of

their church districts, copies

of their birth certificates,

statements of their education

al records and health certifi

cates.

During a two-week training
session, they are introduced to

other applicants. After the

first three days they give the

church authorities a list of

five most desirable persons

for Moon to give the final de

cision.

If one does not want to get

matched with a person de

signated by Moon, he can

meet with other people until

he comes across the right one,
the church administrators ex

plain.

All the 1,801 couples had a

parade through some of Se

oul's main streets aboard 94

sightseeing buses right after

ceremony.

In the evening they were

entertained by a variety show

featuring famous pop singers,
comedians and the Little

Angels, and the children's

singing and dancing troupe
run by the church.
The wedded couples come

from Korea, Japan, the Unit
ed States, Britain, Germany,
France, Italy, Austria, Hol
land, Taiwan, Canada, Brazil,
Argentine, Switzerland, Ire

land, Sweden, Norway, Bel
gium, Australia and Trinidad.
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We have a great responsibility to become thatman ofperfection

or that woman of perfection, to be able to receive the love of God,
because God's love begins from you, and how, without being
fulfilled, without being perfected, can you become that channel of

God? We live in somany adverse situations. Wemustward them off

and create our own environment in which we can really succeed in

this goal. This is not just a mediocre job, nor an easy job. Yes, you

have to risk your life.

Let's create heavenly forces so that no ungodly power can

infiltrate, and so we can truly enjoy and love God as God loves us.

Let's create this kind of society, starting from the very beginning
point of one man and one woman, one family, one tribe, and one

nation. We can expand our kingdom from the very beginning point

gradually and slowly but surely into the whole world.

Sun Myung Moon

September8, 1974
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The Rev. Moon Sun-myung, at center with back to Unification Church and part of his doctrine says that

camera, performs a mass wedding ceremony for 1,800 the Messiah will be born in the new Israel Korea

couples from 20 countries Saturday at Seoul, Korea's before 1980 (AP).

Changchung gymnasium. Moon is the founder of the

1800 Couples fed

Say "I
Do"

ry, iNorth Carol

Feb. 8, 1975

MassWedding l^ews
D. 29,000

Feb. 8, 1975

Wedding
Democrat
Tallahassee, Florida

D. 20,000

Feb. 9, 1975

MaSSWedding The Evening Sun
-^

*^ Baltimore. Maryland

Ceremony
Baltimore, Maryland

D. 201,100

Feb. 8, 1975

Jackson Daily News

The Clarion-Ledger
Sun. 116,206

Feb. 9, 1975

Today
Cocoa, Florida

D. 45,000

Feb. 9, 1975

The

Indianapolis News
D. 193,942

Feb. 8, 1975

News-Miner
Fairbanks, Alaska

D. 12,818

Feb. 8, 1975

The Home News
New Brunswick, New Jersey
D. 50,927 Sun. 52,421

Feb. 9, 1975

Standard Speaker
Hazelton, Pennslyvania

D. 22,500

Feb. 13, 1975

Star-Telegram
Fort Worth, Texas

D. 143, 268 (evening)

Feb. 8, 1975

Times
Union, South Carolina

D. 6,500

Feb. 8, 1975

Tampa Times
Feb. 8, 1975

San Francisco

Chronicle

D. 480,233 Sat. 450,227

Feb. 10, 1975

Messenger Inquirer
Owensboro, Kentucky
D. 27,000 Sun. 26,500

Feb. 9, 1975

Herald American
Syracuse, New York

Sun. 251,094

Feb. 9, 1975
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Weddings by the Numbers

The Rev. Sun Myung Moon married about 1800 couples in a

mass marriage ceremony that packed the Changchung gym

nasium in Seoul Saturday. Each couple bore a sign showing

its number (inset). The marriage was under the auspices of

the Christian Unification Church which required each couple

to undergo a two-week pre-marital training course.

1800 Married In MassCeremony
Herald Examiner
D. 512,922 Sun. 494,900

Feb. 4, 1975

The Washington Post
Washington, D.C.

D. 535,016 Sun. 710,148

Feb. 9, 1975

Marriages Held
SEOUL (UPI)The Rev. Sun Myung

Moon today officiated at a mass wedding for

1,800 couples from 21 countries.

The ceremony was held in the Chang

chung gymnasium before an audience of

about 10,000, who rose after the minister

pronounced the 3,600 newlyweds men and

wives and shouted in Korean
"mansei"

(cheers) three times.

Clouds of confetti dropped from bas

kets hanging from the ceiling.

Moon, who visited the United States

recently and attracted a number of followers

in a massive publicity effort, said, "Before

our God and the whole world, I solemnly

declare that you have become couples

forever."

There were 1,264 couples from South

Korea, 145 from the United States, 297

from Japan, and others from Britain, West

Germany, Austria, France, the Nether

lands, Canada, Taiwan, Belgium, Italy,

Ausrralia, Mexico, Switzerland, Israel,

Trinidad, Brazil, Argentina and Sweden.

Akron Beacon

Journal

Akron, Ohio

D. 175,468 Sun. 203,113

Feh. 9, 1975

Wichita Beacon
Wichira, Kansas

D. 66,276

Feb. 7. 1975

The Tulsa Tribune
Tulsa, Oklahoma

1). 79,425

Feh. 8, 1975

Times
Gadsden, Alabama

D. 20,000

Feb. 10, 1975

The

Grand Rapids Press
Grand Rapids, Michigan

D. 133,418 Sun. 138,539

Feh. 8, 1975

Press
Vista, California

1). 7,418 Sun. 7,514

Feh. 9, 1975

News
Whither, California

Feb. 8, 1975

Bulletin
Anderson, Indiana

D. 17,500

Feb. 10, 1975

St Louis

Post-Dispatch
D. 326,376 Sun. 541,868

Feb. 9, 1975
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Take A Number

Many established church members opposed and persecuted
me all throughmy life. But I have neverprayed for theirmisfortune or

harsh judgment even in my dreams. I have never tried to revenge

myself. I only prayed for their salvation with unchanging love.

Sun Myung Moon

January 1, 1975

Wedding
Involves

Alaskan

An Alaskan will be a participant to

morrow in the largest wedding ceremony in

history when the Rev. Sun Myung Moon

unites 1,800 couples ina massive ceremony

in Seoul, Korea.

Local representatives of the Unifica

tion Church, which was founded by the

Rev. Moon, have learned that Ray Bacon of

Palmer, who has been active in the move

ment for three years in San Francisco, is

among those to be married.

Bacon is the son ofMr. and Mrs. Dex

ter Bacon of Palmer.

Couples from 21 nations are converg

ing on Seoul for the wedding which will

involve 70 couples from the United States.

All are missionaries for the Unification

Church.

For the wedding in Changchung gym

nasium, the largest hall in Korea, all men

wear blue suits while the women will wear

the traditional Korean dress with wedding

veils.

The couples will take their vows simul

taneously as 10,000wedding guests look on.

Following the ceremony the couples

will board an estimated 100 buses for a

parade tour of Seoul. A reception featuring
entertainment by professional performers

and the couples themselves is planned in

the evening.

After the Korean festivities, the

American couples will travel to Japan to

attend Rev. Moon's speaking engagement

in Tokyo. They will return to the United

States about Feb. 16.

Tomorrow's wedding will be more than

double the size ofone performed by the Rev.

Moon in 1970. At that time, 777 couples

were married.

Times
Anchorage, Alaska

D. 41,068

Feb. 7, 1975

Local Man

To Be In

Mass Wedding
Daniel Stein, state director oftheUni

fication Church, leftHarrington last Satur

day for Seoul, Korea, to be wed along with
1800 othet couples tomorrow in what may

be the largest wedding ceremony in history,

according to the church.

The Rev. Sun Myung Moon will of

ficiate at the wedding.

The RevMoon who attracted national

media attention last year after a mass rally of

his followers atNew York'sMadison Square

Garden, conducted a similar mass wedding

conducted five years ago, when more than

1,000 couples were wed, according to Bob

Heater at Washington D.C, national

media director for the church.

Stein, 25, resides at 1625 5th Ave.

along with other church members at the

Harrington center. A native of Los

Angeles, Calif., he was appointed state di

rector by the national church two years ago,
Heater said this morning.

The identity of Stein's bride is not

known by any church members in Har

rington or at the national office. However,

they think she is also from California.

None ofStein's relatives orHarrington

friends were expected to be at the cere

mony, although 10,000 wedding guests are

expected at the Korean ceremonies, chorch

officials said.

Heater said that the 1,800 couples

have postponed their marriages for the past

five years to be able to participate in the

mass ceremony tomorrow, considering it an

historical occasion.

He said that although the Unification

Church, founded in 1954 by the Rev.

Moon, considers itself a Christian faith, the

main difference in its teachings is that while

other Christian sects teach that Jesus Christ

fully saved the human race, Rev. Moon

teaches that Christ was not able to fulfill a

total salvation because of people's disbelief

in his immortality.

Advertiser
Huntington, West Virginia

D. 17,000

Feb. 7, 1975

New Church In

Syracuse Plans

Series Of

Lectures

Couples hold numbers as they kneel in

Seoul, South Korea, auditorium during
mass wedding conducted by Korean

evangelist Sun Myung Moon. Some 1,800

couples from 21 countries participated in

the ceremony and said they were so grateful

forMoon's guidance that they will buy him

a mansion. UPI

Independent

Press-Telegram

Long Beach, California

Sun. 148,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Freezing temperatures in Seoul, South

Korea, were no block to 1,800 couples who

were married by Korean preacher Sun

MyungMoon on Saturday. Moon is a minis

ter of the Christian Unification Church

which prides itself on its low divorce rate.

The couples included 145 from the United

States, 297 from Japan and 1,264 from

South Korea. The Moon movement claims

500,000 from around the world.

Report
Ontario, California

D. 27,000

Feb. 9, 1975

WEDDING veils and tuxedo-ed

grooms crowded the Changchung gym

nasium in Seoul, Korea, Saturday, as 1,800

couples from around the world took their

wedding vows. Presiding at the mass mar

riage was the Rev. Sun Myung Moon,

whose recent trip to the United States in

cluded a stopover in Laramie, Wyo.

Star Tribune
Casper, Wyoming
D. 6k Sun. 15,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Probably the newest church in Syra

cuse is TheUnification Church ofAmerica,

located at 153 Annetta St. It was set up

here about two months ago.

The church leaders here are Dietmar

Wilhelmer and Kerry Pobanz.

Keenly interested in enlisting many

new members ofTheUnification Church of

Syracuse, they have planned a series of lec

tures to be held on week nights next week at

7:30 p.m. Information may be obtained

from the Church Center, phone 475-8578.

The new church has its headquarters

in Washington, for the United States.

Wilhelmer and Pobanz are keenly in

terested in a mass marriage of 1,600 couples

which will take place today in Seoul, Korea,

reported to be the largest wedding in his

tory.

Seventy American couples, including

a bridegroom from Buffalo, who is expected

to visit the new church in Syracuse in the

near future, left from Los Angeles, Calif.

Feb. 1 for Seoul where they joined other

couples from 24 countries.

The Rev. Sun Myung Moon of the

Unification Church in Korea, will officiate

at the marriage. It will be held in Chang

chung gymnasium, the largest hall in

Korea. He married 777 couples there in

1970. More than 10,000 relatives and

friends are expected to attend the wedding.

Jan. 16, 600 citizens ofKorea attended

a ceremonial dinner at the Chosen Hotel in

Korea, all members of the Unification

Church, welcoming back the Rev. Moon to

his homeland and to congratulate him on

the completion of a tour of America.

The Rev. Moon spoke before a crowd

of 20,000 in Madison Square Garden in

New York City, Sept. 18, 1974- More than

25,000 were turned away at the gates. He

spoke on "TheNew Future ofChristianity.
"

Herald Journal
Syracuse, New York

D. 129,656

Feh. 8, 1975

Couples from 21 countries, including
the United States, are united in marriage by
the Rev. Sun Myung Moon and his minis

ters during ceremony in Seoul, South

Korea. Moon, founder of the Unification

Church, said 1,800 couples were married in

ceremony that took place in a local gym

nasium.

Sunday News
Sun. 2,076,270

Feb. 9, 1975

Sooner Joins

1800 Pairs

ForWedding
A Norman man will participate Satur

day in what is being billed as the largest

wedding ceremony in history.

John Harries, 26, is in Seoul, Korea, to

marry Kathy French of Connecticut. They
will be just one of some 1,800 couples to

take simultaneous vows from the Rev. Sun

Myung Moon, founder of the Unification

Church.

Kelsey Bartholic, a spokesman for the

Unification Center in Norman, said more

than 70 American couples will join others

from SouthAmerica, Europe, Asia, Austra

lia and Iceland in the mass ceremony as

10,000 wedding guests look on.

The wedding will begin at 10 a.m.

Oklahoma time in the Changchung gymna

sium, the largest hall in Korea, Miss Barth

olic said.

After the ceremony, the American

couples will travel to Japan to attend a

speaking engagement by the Rev. Moon

and will return to the United States around

Feb. 16, she said.

She said the Unification Church, a

Christian sect, has centers in Noble and

Tulsa, and has about 28 members in Okla

homa.

The Daily Oklahoman
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

D. 172,950 Sun. 266,900

Feb. 8, 1975

Hold Mass

Wedding Today
The largest wedding ceremony in his

tory is being held today in Seoul, Korea as

the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, founder ofthe

Unification Church, officiates over the

joining of 1,800 couples from 21 nations.

Charles Anceney of Buffalo, who fre

quently conducts workshops for the local

Unification Church, is among the bride

grooms.

The couples will take their vows simul

taneously as 10,000 guests look on. Follow

ing the ceremony the couples will board an

estimated 100 buses for a parade-tour of

Seoul.

Journal
Ithaca, New York

Feb. 8, 1975
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1800 Couples

Married In Seoul
Seoul The Rev. Sun Myung Moon,

founder ofthe "Unification
Church,"

today

married 1,800 couples from the United

States, Japan, South Korea and 17 other

countries. The ceremony attracted 10,000

onlookers.

The Minneapolis Star
Minneapolis, Minnesota

D. 253,491

Feb. 8, 1975

A TOTAL OF 1,800 couples from 21

countries braved freezing temperatures for

more than an hour Saturday to have Korean
preacher Sun Myung Moon pronounce

them "couples
forever"

in a mass marriage

under a shower of confetti and a sprinkling
of perfume.

State Journal Register
Springfield, Illinois

Sun. 70,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Missoulian

To Marry In
Moon's Mass

Mass wedding
Marriage

The Rev. Sun Myung Moon today of

ficiated at a mass wedding in Seoul for 1,800

couples from 21 countries. The ceremony

was held in the Changchung gymnasium

before an audience of about 10,000, who

rose after the minister pronounced the

3,600 newlyweds men and wives and

shouted in Korean,
"mansei"

(cheers) three

times.

Desert News
Salt Lake City, Utah

D. 81,855

Feb. 8, 1975

Rev. Sun Myung Moon, spiritual

leader of the Unification Church, will of

ficiate at a mass marriage of 1,600 couples

Feb. 8 in Seoul, Korea.

Robin Kuhl from the Missoula Unifi

cation Church and his chosen bride will be

one of the couples at the largest wedding in

history. Seventy other couples are from the

U.S.

The marriage will be held in Chang
chung gymnasium, the largest hall in

Korea, and the site of the marriage of 777

couples by Rev. Moon in 1970.

The Missoulian
Feb.8, 1975

1800 Couples

Wed In Gym

SEOUL (UPI)The Rev. Sun Myung
Moon today officiated at a mass wedding for

1,800 couples from 21 countries.

The ceremony was held in the Chang
chung gymnasium before an audience of

about 10,000, who rose after the minister

pronounced the 3,600 newlyweds men and

wives and shouted in Korean
"mansei"

(cheers) three times.

Clouds of confetti dropped from bas

kets hanging from the ceiling.

Moon, who visited the United States

recently and attracted a number of followers

in a massive publicity effort, said, "Before

our God and the whole world, I solemnly
declare that you have become couples

forever.
"

There were 1,264 couples from South

Korea, 145 from the United States, 297
from Japan, and others from Britain, West

Germany, Austria, France, the Nether

lands, Canada, Taiwan, Belgium, Italy,
Australia, Mexico, Switzerland, Israel,
Trinidad, Brazil, Argentina and Sweden.

The brides and grooms waited in 18-

degree cold for an hour before they could get

into the gym, and once inside it took nearly
an hour to line up on the red-carpeted floor.

1800 Couples

United In Mass

Marriage

These are some of the 1,800 couples

from 20 nations pronounced "couples
forever"

in a mass marriage Saturday in

Seoul, Korea. The ceremony, under the

auspices ofthe Unification Church Interna

tional, united couples from throughout the

world, including 145 from the United
States.

One of the U.S. bridegrooms was

Michael Warder, 28, ofTarrytown. Korean
preacher SunMyungMoon said the couples

became "God's Faithful
Disciples"

when

they exchanged gold wedding rings. The
church prides itself in its low divorce rate.

Freeman
Kingston, New York

D. 20,500

Feb. 9, 1975

Globe-Times
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
D. 31,000

Feb. 8, 1975
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What is the Unification Church? What are we going to do? First

of all, our ideology is to unite the religions of the world, not only

Christian denominations. Then after that, what are we going to do,
after being able to unite the world religions? Ourpurpose is to have

the world population receive theMessiah and live in the kingdom. In

order for them to receive the Messiah, what should they do?

Prepare to receive him, and then meet God through the Messiah.

The people will find the same quality in God as in the Messiah. God

will be the center of the individual, family, tribes, nations and the

whole world.

Sun Myung Moon

June 9, 1974

MassWedding

By Cult

Snag
TOKYO, Jan. 26 Angry Japanese

parents have forced a South Korean reli

gious group to modify plans for a mass wed

ding of 1810 couples in Seoul next month.

Nine hundred Korean couples, 790

Japanese and 110 Americans were due to

take part in the ceremony conducted by sect
leader Moon Sun Myung's "Unification As

A group of parents said here today the

association had agreed its followers would

not be married without parental approval.

A spokesman for the parents said the

young people would not know whom they

were marrying until their wedding day be

cause the association had chosen their

spouses.

The spokesman said 20 young people

had so far returned to their parents after

living at the association headquarters,
sometimes for more than five years.

A spokesman for Mr. Moon's sect de

clined comment. NZPA-Reuter.

The Evening Post
Monday, January 27, 1975

Mass Marriage
The Rev. Sun Myung Moon, the in

ternationally known founder of the Unifica

tion Church, who has been proclaimed

"God's
Prophet,"

will officiate at the largest

mass wedding in history in Seoul, Korea.

The simultaneous marriage of 1,600

couples, all Unification Church members,

representing up to 24 nations, takes place

on Feb. 8.

Swiss American

Review
New York, New York

Feb. 5, 1975

ONE-THOUSAND EIGHT HUN

DRED couples were married in a mass wed

ding in Seoul, Korea. The Rev. Sun Myung
Moon, founder and president of the Unifi

cation Church, performed the ceremony for

couples from 24 countries. About 10,000

guests watched as Moon asked the brides

and grooms, "Do you swear before God that

you will be eternal husbands and

Mass weddings emphasize the sect's be

lief in the "one world family of A

group of Japanese parents reportedly have

vowed to fight the Rev. Mr. Moon and his

association. They claim that the Unifica

tion Church leader matched the couples.

Valley Advance
Vincennes, Indiana

W. 10,856

Feb. 25, 1975

The "I
Do's"

Will Be

Deafening

3200 To Tie

1600 Knots

in 1 Wedding

The Rev. Sun Myunq Moon

NEW YORKMany of his followers

believe he is the Second Messiah, and that

he will complete the work of Jesus. They
believe

Jesus'

work failed because he was

crucified. And the Rev. Sun Myung Moon,
leader of the Unification Church, also has

the power of matchmaker. The Rev. Mr.

Moon, who gives informal approval to most

marriages within the church, will have his

hands full Feb. 8 he will marry 1,600

couples, including 140 Americans, in the

Changchung gymnasium at Seoul, South

Korea. In cases where the Rev. Mr. Moon

makes matches, the couples needn't accept

his decision, a church spokesman says.

Globe Democrat
Newsmakers

The three most eligible bachelors in

Washington, D.C. are now out of circula

tion. FLF Secretary General Dan Feffer

man, Assistant Rising Tide Editor Hal

McKenzie and Special Assistant Lorenzo

Gaztanaga took part in the largest wedding
in history, the "Marriage of 1800

Couples"

performed by the Reverend Sun Myung
Moon February 8 in Seoul, Korea. Their

brides are the former Misses Susan Finne-

gan, Lynda Champion and Susan Jacobson,

respectively.

Mr. and Mrs. Fefferman and FLF Pres

ident Neil Salonen, together with represen

tatives of the Japanese and European

couples who participated in the wedding,

Unification Church President Young Whi

Kim and German Unification Church Pres

ident Paul Werner met with Korean Prime

Minister Kim Jong-pil on February 5 in

Seoul. Rev. Kim presented the Prime

Minister with a contribution of more than

U.S. $100,000 for the Korean New Village

Movement, from contributions given by
the 3600 wedding participants.

Our congratulations to the new bride

grooms and brides.

The Rising Tide
Mar. 3, 1975

Rev. Sun Mynng Moon

BILLED as the "largest wedding in his
tory,"

a mass marriage of 1,600 couples by
South Korean evangelist the Rev. Sun

Myung Moon is set for next Saturday in

Seoul, South Korea.

The marriage, according to officials of

the Rev. Mr. Moon's Unification Church,
will involve 70 couples from the United

States as well as those from 24 other na

tions.

It will be held in Changchung gymna

sium, reportedly the largest hall in Korea

and the site of the marriage of 777 couples

by Rev. Mr. Moon in 1970.

Chicago Tribune
Feb. 1, 1975

Moon's

Marriages

More than 1,600 couples were wed this

month in a mass ceremony in Seoul, Korea,
presided over by Korean cultist Sun Myung
Moon, founder of the Unification Church.

Marriage has special religious significance

for members of the sect, and Moon has a

necessary role in approving and even

selecting the partners, who must serve the

church for three years before becoming eli
gible for the rite.

Many of the couples did not know each

other before the week ofthe wedding. As a

matter of discipline, they are required to

wait for forty days after the ceremony before

consummating their marriages. Core work

ers are expected to work as missionaries for

the first three years of their marriage, sepa

rated from their mates.

A number ofJapanese parents formed a

group to protest the mass*wedding, but to

little avail. An estimated 500 Japanese
couples took part.

Meanwhile, Moon's church has been

buying up hundreds of acres about $5 mil

lion worth so far near Tarrytown, New

York, apparently to build a major center or

university.

Christianity Today
Washington, D.C.

Feb. 28, 1975

MassWedding
MASS WEDDINGRev. Sun

Myung Moon of the Unification Church

officiated at a mass wedding for 1800

couples from 21 countries in Seoul, Korea.

The ceremony was held in the Changchung
gymnasium before an audience of about

10,000. One hundred forty-eight couples

were from the U.S. (UPI)

The Cleveland Press
D. 375,853

Mar. 15, 1975

Rev. Moon

Officiates At

Mass Marriage

In Korea
On Saturday in Seoul, Korea, the Rev.

Sun Myung Moon will officiate at the mass

marriage of 1,600 couples in what will be

come the largest wedding in history.

Seventy American couples left Los

Angeles for Seoul on Feb. 1 where they

joined couples representing 24 nations.

Also participating will be Laramie res

identMaureen Murphy, director of theUni
fication Church of Wyoming.

The marriage will be held in Chang
chung gymnasium, the largest hall in

Korea, and the site of the unprecedented

marriage of 777 couples by Rev. Moon in

1970. Over 10,000 relatives and friends are

expected to pack the hall for this historic

event.

The mass wedding will be this year's

second major event for the Unification

Church in Korea. On Jan. 16 at the Chosen

Hotel, 600 citizens including the Speaker of

the Lower House ofKorea attended a cere

monial dinner to welcome Rev. Moon to his

homeland, and congratulate him on the

completion of his latest American tour.

The reception following the mam

moth wedding will include congratulatory

remarks by representatives from several na

tions.

Wyoming
State Tribune
Cheyenne, Wyoming
D. 10,500

Feb. 6, 1975
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3,600

Newlyweds

The Rev. Sun Myung Moon of the

Unification Church officiates at a mass

wedding yesterday in Seoul for 1,800

couples from 21 countries, 145 from the

U.S.

Boston Globe
D. 201,012 Sun. 566,377

Feb. 9, 1975

To Perform

Mass Marriage

in Korea
In Seoul, Korea, the Rev. Sun Myung

Moon on Feb. 8 will officiate at the mass

marriage of 1,600 couples in what will be

come the largest wedding in history. Seven

ty American couples departed Los Angeles

for Seoul on Feb. 1 where they were joined

by couples representing 24 nations. The

marriage will be held in Changchung gym

nasium, the largest hall in Korea, and the

site of the unprecedented marriage of 777
couples by Rev. Moon in 1970. Over 10,000

relatives and friends are expected to pack

the hall for this historic event.

The mass wedding will be this year's

second major event for the Unification

Church in Korea. On Jan. 16th at the Cho

sen Hotel, 600 prominent citizens includ

ing the Speaker of the Lower House of

Korea (corresponds to the Speaker of the

House in U.S. Congress) attended a cere

monial dinner to welcome Rev. Moon to his

homeland, and congratulate him on the

completion of his latest American tour.

The reception following the wedding

will include congratulatory remarks by
prominent people from several nations.

Hub
Kearney, Nebraska

D. 8,000

Feb- 7, 1975

MenAndWives
The Rev. Sun Myung Moon, founder

of the Unification Church, officiated at a

mass wedding of 1,800 couples yesterday.

Ten thousand onlookers rose in the Seoul,

Korea, gymnasium when Moon, in a gilded

crown and embroidered robe, declared:

"Before our God and the whole world, I

solemnly declare that you have become

couples

forever."

Clouds of confetti

dropped from the ceiling on the 3,600 new

lyweds from 21 countries, and the ceremony

was complete.

Washineto
Washington, D.C.

Feb. 9, 1975

n Star News

South Korea evangelist Sun Myung
Moon will preside at a scheduled mass wed

ding here of 1,600 couples, despite some

parental objections, according to Seoul

radio. The couples, representing South

Korea, Japan, the United States and a

number of European countries, are all

members of Mr. Moon's Unification

Church, which claims a membership of

over twomillion in 50 countries. According

to the Unification Church, the ceremony

on Feb. 8 will be "the largest mass wedding
in
history."

It will be held in Changchung
gymnasium, Seoul's largest indoor arena,

and the site of a similar marriage of 777

couples by the Rev. Moon in October,
1970.

Michigan Christian

Advocate
Adrian, Michigan

W. 28,000

Feb. 13, 1975

Largest

Wedding Ever

Includes

Ex-Portlander
A former Portland resident, Samuel

Pell, will be among 1,800 couples married

in the largest wedding ceremony in history
this Saturday in Seoul, Korea.

The couples have come from 21 na

tions to participate in the historic event.

The countries are Argentina, Australia,

Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, England,

France, Germany, Holland, Iceland, Ire

land, Italy, Japan, Korea, Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland, Taiwan, Trinidad, and the

United States. More than 70 couples from

the U.S. are included.

The Rev. Sun Myung Moon, founder

of the Unification Church, will officiate at
the wedding in Changchung gymnasium,

the largest hall in Korea. The men will all

wear blue suits, and the women will wear

the traditional white Korean dress with

wedding veils in the morning ceremony.

The couples will take their vows simulta

neously, as 10,000 wedding guests look on.

Samuel Pell is a former director for the

state ofOregon for the Unification Church.

He served in Oregon for more than two

years and in Portland for more than one

year. He is now the Northwest Regional

director of Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Ore

gon, Washington, and Wyoming.

Regis Hanna, also a former director for

the state ofOregon, will be participating in
the ceremony in Seoul. He is now assigned

to the state of Washington.

Following the Saturday morning wed

ding ceremony, the couples will board an

estimated 100 buses for an extensive

parade-tour of Seoul. Saturday night they
will return to the huge gym for a reception

featuring entertainment by top professional
performers and the couples themselves.

After the Korean festivities, the

American couples will travel to Japan to

attend the Rev. Mr. Moon's speaking en

gagement at Budokan Hall in Tokyo.

Oregon Journal
Portland, Oregon

D. 139,332 Sat. 151,534

Feb. 7, 1975

Wedding Bells
For 3600

TOKYO (AP) Dozens of young

Japanese are leaving Tokyo these days on

their way to Seoul, Korea, to be married in

one of the world's largest mass-weddings.

About 1,500 Japanese are among the

3,200 members of a Korean-based religious

group founded by the 54-year-old Rev. Sun

Myung Moon scheduled to be married in a

giant ceremony next Sunday.

Nobuko Hokari, 29, of Tokyo, is one

of the 1,600 prospective brides whose hus

bands have been chosen for them by the

Rev. Mr. Moon.

"We sent him our photographs and

then he told us who we should marry when

he came to Japan for a short trip in
January,"

she said in an interview. "He knew instantly

our spiritual insides and could choose the

right partners for

The religion's formal title is "Holy

Spirit Association for the Unification of

World
Christianity."

It is called more sim

ply "Unification
Church"

and is a Christian

sect claiming a worldwide following of over

two million, based on the teachings h >r the

Rev. Mr. Moon.

It strives to unite all Christians under

the teachings of its founder and refutes

ideologies such as socialism, communism

and atheism, a church spokesman said.

Herald Examiner
Los Angeles Evening &. Sunday

D. 512,922 Sun. 494,900

Feh. 9, 1975

Rev. Moon

Weds 1800

Couples
In mass wedding at Seoul, the Rev.

Sun Myung Moon, founder of the Unifica

tion Church, officiated at marriage cere

mony for 1,800 couples from the United

States, Japan, South Korea and 17 other

countries. There were 10,000 onlookers at

the church-gym. A similar ceremony in

1970 linked 777 couples. (UPI)

Chicago Sun Times
Chicago, Illinois

Feb. 9, 1975

Marriage Vows

For

1800 Couples

In what was believed to be the biggest

mass wedding ever, some 1,800 couples

from South Korea and 19 other countries

exchanged vows in a municipal gymnasium

in Seoul Saturday. The 2^2 -hour ceremony
was conducted by the Rev. Moon Sun-

myung, founder and president ofthe "Uni

fication
Church,"

which regards marriage

as one of its major tenets. In 1970, the Rev.

Moon married 777 couples in the same

gymnasium.

Chicago Tribune
D. 767,793 Sun. 1,016,275

Feb. 9, 1975

3600

NewlyWeds
The Rev. Sun Myung Moon of the

Unification Church officiated at a mass

wedding yesterday in Seoul for 1,800

couples from 21 countries, 145 from the

U.S.

Newsday
Feb. 9, 1975

All

Together Now
Eighteen hundred couples from 21

countries are married Saturday in a gym

nasium in Seoul by Sun Myung Moon, a

religious leader. The newlyweds, who took

a compulsory two-week pre-marital training

course, said they are so grateful for Moon's

guidance they will buy him a mansion.

Times Herald Record
Middletown, New York

Feb. 9, 1975

Mass Marriage

Planned Feb. 8

Rev. Sun MyungMoon will officiate at

the mass marriage of 1600 couples in what

will become the largest wedding in history
Feh. 8 in Seoul, Korea. Seventy American

couples departed Los Angeles for Seoul

today where they will join couples repre

senting 24 nations. The marriage will be

held in Changchung gymnasium, the

largest hall in Korea, and the site of the

unprecedented marnage of 777 couples by
Rev. Moon in 1970. More than 10,000 rela

tives and friends are expected to pack the

hall for this historic event.

This mass wedding will be this year's

second major event for the Unification

Church in Korea.

At the Chosen Hotel, Jan. 16, 600

prominent citizens including the Speaker in

the Lower House of Korea (corresponds to

the Speaker ofthe House in U.S. Congress)
attended a ceremonial dinner to welcome

Rev. Moon to his homeland, and congratu

late him on the completion of his late

American tour.

The reception following the mam

moth wedding will include congratulatory

remarks by prominent people from several

nations.

Sun Tader
Hollywood, Florida

Feb. 1, 1975

History's

Largest

Wedding Set
The Rev. Sun Myung Moon who, his

followers believe, is the "third
Adam,"

or

the son of God, is scheduled to officiate

Saturday in what his Unification Church
officials say will be the largest wedding in

history.

Moon intends to marry 1,600 couples

in Seoul's Changchung gymnasium, the

largest hall in that country. More than

10,000 relatives and friends are expected to

be present.

Richmond

Times-Dispatch
Richmond, Virginia
D. 144,038 Sun. 198,223

Feb. 2, 1975
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If you cannot find the ideal in your homes, you can never find

any societyor nation ofsuch kind. Your family being the fundamental
unit of the whole human society, how can you build the ideal society
without your being able to find or build such a family?

Sun Myung Moon

August 11, 1974

Moon Puts 1800 Couples

Stars In 1800 Wed At Once

Couples Eyes In Korea

In Seoul, Korean preacher SunMyunf
Moon stood facing 1,800 couples from

21

nations Saturday and pronounced therr

"couples
forever"

in a mass marriage coni

ducted in a gymnasium. The newlyweds

said they would demonstrate their graticud^

by buying Moon a mansion.

The couples became "God's faithfu,
disciples"

when they exchanged gold wed-l

ding rings in the Changchung gymnasium.

It was the largest single marriage ceremony

ever conducted in Korea.

"Before our God and the whole world,
I solemnly declare that you have become^
couples

forever,"

said Moon, the 55-year-

old minister of the Christian Unification

Church which prides itself on its low di

vorce rate.

An estimated 10,000 people rose ana

shouted three Korean
"mansei"

cheers aa

confetti fell from 13 baskets high under the

dome-shaped ceiling. Moon and his wife,

Mrs. Han Hak-ja, sprinkled perfume oven

them.

Brides and grooms were kept for more

than an hour in 18-degree temperatures out

side the gymnasium waiting for the cere

mony to start. It took almost another hout

for them to line up inside on the red-

carpeted floor.

Star Free Press
Ventura, California

D. 31,000

Feb. 10, 1975

'I
Do,'

'I
Do,'

1 Do,'. . .

There were 1,800 brides in white and

1,800 bridegrooms in black Saturday as the

Rev. Sun Myung Moon conducted a mass

wedding in a Seoul, South Korea, gym

nasium. The couples came from 20 coun

tries, including the United States for the

ceremony, which was preceded by a two-

week training program. Mr. Moon, founder

of the Unification Church, wore a gilded

crown and a white embroidered robe for his

second mass wedding. The first, in 1970,

involved 777 couples.

Minneapolis, Tribune
Minneapolis, Minnesota

D. 210,275 Sun. 874,802

Feb. 9, 1975

SEOUL, Korea, (UPI)Korean
Preacher Sun Myung Moon stood facing
1,800 couples from 21 nations Saturday and
pronounced them "couples

forever"

in a

mass marriage conducted in a gymnasium.

The newlyweds said they would demon

strate their gratitude by buying Moon a

mansion.

The couples became "God's faithful
disciples"

when they exchanged gold wed

ding rings in the Changchung gymnasium.
It was the largest single marriage ceremony
ever conducted in Korea.

"Before ourGod and the whole world,

J solemnly declare that you have become

couples
forever,"

said Moon, the 55-year-

old minister of the Christian Unification

Church which prides itself on its low di

vorce rate.

An estimated 10,000 people rose and

shouted three Korean
"mansei"

cheers as

confetti fell from 13 baskets high under the

dome-shaped ceiling. Moon and his wife,

Mrs. Han Hak-ja, sprinkled perfume over

them.

Brides and grooms were kept for more

than an hour in 18-degree temperatures out

side the gymnasium waiting for the cere

mony to start. It took almost another hour

for them to line up inside on the red-

carpeted floor.

Enterprise and Times
Brookton, Massachusetts

D. 52,500

Feb. 10, 1975

A Chorus

of 'I
Do'

This was the scene in Changchung
gymnasium in Seoul, South Korea, Satur

day as the Rev. Sun Myung Moon pro

nounced 1,800 grooms and 1,800 brides

"couples
forever."

The couples became

"God's faithful
disciples"

when they ex

changed gold wedding rings under a shower

of confetti and a sprinking of perfume. The

newlyweds, representing 21 countries

there were 145 couples from the United

States had to take a two-week pre-marital

training course. They said they were so

grateful for Moon's guidance that they will

buy the 55-year-old minister of the Chris

tian Unification Church a mansion.

Dayton Daily News
Dayton, Ohio

D. 161,240 Sun. 215,360

Feb. 9, 1975

4 From

Delaware

Wed Among
Sun Moon's

3600

*7 s

'

UPI Wirephoto

1 ,800 couples join in Seoul

Under Unification Church auspices

Four persons working with the Unifi

cation Church group in Talleybrook were

among those married in the 1,800-couple

(or 3,600-person) ceremony Feb. 8 in

Korea.

Dr. Joseph Sheftick, regional director
for the church activities in Delaware, Vir

ginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, Maryland
and Washington, D.C. was married to a

Korean, Boo Young Kim. He has returned

toWilmington but she stayed on temporar

ily in Korea.

Michael Beard was married to Barbara
Whitehair. Billed as the largest wedding
ceremony in history, the ceremonies in

Seoul were performed by the Rev. Sun

Myung Moon. Couples from 21 countries

participated. The men wore blue suits and

the women the traditional white Korean

dress with veil. The couples took their vows
simultaneously.

After the ceremony 100 buses took the
newlyweds on a tour of Seoul. A reception

that night featured entertainment. Some

American couples then traveled to Tokyo to

hear Moon speak.

The Delaware contingent, except

Mrs. Sheftick, arrived home last Sunday.

Evening Journal
Wilmington, Delaware

D. 20,494

Feb. 21, 1975

3200 To Wed

In Single Rite

NEW YORK(AP)The Korean

religious-group founder, the Rev. Sun

Myung Moon, plans another mass marriage

of his followers, this time 1,600 couples, a

spokesman for the group disclosed Wednes

day.

He said 3,200 young people, including

70 couples from the United States, will be

married simultaneously Feb. 8 in the

Changchung gymnasium in Seoul, Korea,

the largest mass wedding ever held.

In the teaching ofthe group, called the

Unification Church, followers who have

reached an advanced state ofdedication are

allowed to submit names of preferred mates,

with final approval by the Rev. Mr. Moon.

They, themselves, may designate sev

eral possible choices in order of preference.

In cases in which the Rev. Mr. Moon does

the matching, "they don't have to
accept,"

the spokesman said. "It's up to
them."

However, in the group, the Rev. Mr.

Moon is deemed to be a special bearer of

God's revelation, with teachings of the

group implying that he may be a "Second
Messiah"

to complete the work of Jesus.
Jesus'

mission is regarded by the group
as having failed in part because he was

crucified.

The planned mass marriage is the sec

ond that he has performed. Another, in

volving 777 couples, was performed in

Korea in 1970.

Couples involved this time are from 24

nations, with 10,000 guests expected to be

on hand for the affair, the spokesman said.

In the group's teachings, the "mar

riages are eternal because of the intense

devotion to
God"

of those involved, the

spokesman said.

The Denver Post
Denver, Colorado

Jan. 30, 1975

1800 Couples

Marry
Wearing white robe and gilded crown,

the Rev. Sun Myung Moon Saturday per

formed the mass marriage of 1,800 couples
in Seoul, South Korea.

The couples, from the United States,
Japan, Korea and 17 other countries, took
part in a two-week matrimonial training
program before the marriage, which was

held in a gymnasium before 10,000 onlook
ers.

Moon, founder of the "Unification
Church"

married 777 couples in a similar

ceremony in 1970.

Sentinel Star
Orlando, Florida

D. 113,000 Sun. 146,000

Feb. 9, 1975
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Wedding Bells

for 1800

Couples

Korean preacher Sun Myung Moon of

the Christian Unification Church married

1,800 couples from 20 countries yesterday
in the Changchung gymnasium in Seoul.

After being pronounced "couples
forever,"

the newlyweds were showered with confetti

and received the cheers of an estimated

10,000 onlookers. It was the largest wed

ding ceremony ever performed in the South

Korean capital.

Richmond Times

Dispatch
Richmond, Virginia

D. 144,033 Sun. 198,223

Feb. 9, 1975

Some 1,800 couples from 20 nations

gather at Changchung gym in Seoul, Korea

for a mass wedding ceremony Saturday
under 'the auspices of the Unification

Church International. The couples under

went a two-week training program spon

sored by the Rev. Sun Myung Moon's

church before the marriage performed in

front of 10,000 onlookers.

Herald News
Joliet, Illinois

D. 48,000 Sun. 48,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Moon To

Preside At

MassWedding
BARRYTOWNThe Rev. Sun

Myung Moon, the controversial founder of

theUnificationChurch, will officiate at the

largest mass wedding in history 1,600

couples on Feb. 8 in Seoul, South Korea.

The ceremony will be held in

Changchung gymnasium, Seoul's largest

indoor arena and the site of a similar mar

riage of 777 couples by Moon in October

1970. All of the couples, representing 24

nations and 70 ofwhom are Americans, are

members of the Unification Church. More

than 10,000 relatives and friends are ex

pected to pack the hall.

Moon founded the Unification

Church in Seoul in 1954 and since that time

membership in the church has grown to

more than 2,000,000 people in 50 coun

tries.

Early in 1974, the Unification.Church

purchased the former Christian Brothers es

tate in Barrytown for $1.5 million and now

uses the facility as an educational and train

ing center for its members. Moon is a fre

quent visitor to the estate.

Poughkeepsie Journal
Poughkeepsie, New York

Jan. 29, 1975

1800 Couples

Wed
A total of 1,800 couples were married

in Seoul, Korea, Saturday in a single cere

mony officiated by the Rev. Sun Myung
Moon, founder ofthe Unification Church.

The couples underwent a two-week training

program before the marriages, which were

held in a gymnasium (UPI).

The Hartford Courant
Hartford, Connecticut

D. 170,459 Sun. 219,365

Feb. 9, 1975

Mass Marriage

Planned

NEW YORK (AP)The Korean re

ligious founder, the Rev. Sun MyungMoon,
plans another mass marriage of his follow

ers, this time 1,600 couples, a spokesman

for the group disclosed yesterday.

He said 3,200 young people, including
70 couples from the United States, will be

married simultaneously Feb. 8 in the

Changchung gymnasium in Seoul, Korea,
the largest mass wedding ever held.

In the teaching of the group, called the

Unification Church, followers who have

reached an advanced stage ofdedication are

allowed to submit names ofpreferred mates,

with final approval by Moon.

They, themselves, may designate sev

eral possible choices in order of preference.

In cases in which Moon does the matching,

"they don't have to
accept,"

the spokesman

said. "It's up to
them."

The Times
Corpus, Christi, Texas

D. 35,824

Jan. 23, 1975

Moon Plans

Mass Marriage

NEW YORK (AP)The Korean re

ligious group founder, the Rev. Sun Myung
Moon, plans another mass marriage of his

followers, this time 1,600 couples, a

spokesman for the group has disclosed. He

said 3,200 young people, including 70

couples from the United States, will be mar

ried simultaneously Feb. 8 in the

Changchung gymnasium in Seoul, Korea,
the largest mass wedding ever held.

Mail
Charleston, West Virginia

Jan. 25, 1975

4 in Giant

Wedding
Back. . .Alone

Four Upper Midwest residents who

were married with 1,800 couples in a mass

wedding in Seoul, SouthKorea, Feb. 8 have

returned to this area but without their

mates.

The Unification Church which con

ducted the ceremony, requires couples to be

physically separated for 40 days after a wed

ding. The Rev. Sun MyungMoon, founder
of the church, officiated at the ceremony.

Jim Gavin, 26, former White Bear

Lake resident who directs the Unification

Church in Fargo, said the 40-day separation
is used to prepare spiritually for being mar
ried and bringing up children.

His wife, Gudrun Bresch, a nurse from

Germany, is in Japan with a One World

Crusade team sponsored by the Unification
Church.

Jeannine Hancock, 24, who is on the

staff of the Unification Church, Min

neapolis, left Saturday for New York where

she will train for a mission in Africa.

Her husband, Harmon Grahn, 30, is

director of the Unification Center in Boul

der, Colo.

Merlinda Skow, director of the Unifi

cation Center in Mankato, is also going on

a foreign mission. Her husband, Lou Four-

nier, is with an international team in Japan.

Also going abroad will be Susan Jacob-

son, formerly of Fargo, who married

Lorenzo Gaztanaga, a Unification Church

worker in Washington.

Gavin said the couples were in Korea

about a week before the wedding and re

ceived counseling from Moon.

He said that his experience there had

convinced him that marriage is more than a

union of two people, but that it also in

volves God.

It made him feel "a deeper love for

people around
me"

and "a new responsibil

ity for God on
earth."

The couples married in Seoul came

from 24 countries. The 2Vz-hour ceremony
was held in Seoul's largest indoor arena and

was witnessed by 10,000 guests.

According to Religious News Service,
a group of Japanese parents whose children

were married in the mass wedding have

vowed to fight Moon and his association

until their children return to "normal
life."

Trie
parents'

group which claims to

have 500 members, said that the young

couples had been
"matched"

by Moon.

The Minneapolis Star
Minneapolis, Minnesota

D. 253,491

Mar. 3, 1975

1800 Knots

Seoul (UPI) The Rev. Sun Myung
Moon presided over a mass wedding for

1,800 couples from 21 countries.

The ceremony was held in the

Changchung gymnasium before an audi

ence of about 10,000, who rose after the

minister pronounced the 3,600 newlyweds

men and wives and shouted in Korean
"mansei"

(cheers) three times.

Omaha World Herald
Omaha, Nebraska

D. 127,251

Feb. 9, 1975

MassWedding

Planned

SEOUL (RNS)South Korea evan

gelist Sun Myung Moon will preside at a

scheduled mass wedding here of 1,600

couples, despite some parental objections,

according to Seoul radio.

According to the Unification Church,
the ceremony in February will be "the

largest mass wedding in
history."

It will be

held in Changchung gymnasium, Seoul's

largest indoor arena, and the site of a similar

marriage of 777 couples by the Rev. Moon

in October, 1970.

Seoul radio quoted a spokesman for the

Church, known officially as the Holy Spirit
Association for the Unification of World

Christianity, as saying that a number of

Japanese parents had
"strongly"

objected to

their children's participation in the event.

The parents, the spokesman said,

claimed that their children would not know

whom they were to marry until the wedding

day "because the Association had chosen

the

Mississippi Today
Jackson, Mississippi

W. 12,400

Feb. 9, 1975

Rev. Moon

Marries

Multitudes
In the largest marriage ceremony ever

performed in Korea, 1,800 couples repeated

their vows together Saturday and prom

ised to buy the preacher a mansion to show
gratitude.

They were members of the Christian

Unification Church, and were married by
its minister, Sun Myung Moon.

An estimated 10,000 spectators

cheered the ceremony, conducted in Seoul's

Changchung gymnasium.

The couples waited more than an houi
in 18-degree weather before the ceremony

began, then they waited another hour while

fhe\ all formed a line.

The church prides itself on its low di

vorce rate.

The Record
Hackensack, New Jersey
D. 158,172 Sun. 194,251

Feb. 10, 1975

MARRIAGE EN MASSECom

plete with a shower of confetti and a sprin

kling of perfume, the largest wedding cere-

mom ever performed in Seoul involved

1,800 couples from 21 countries, including
145 from the United States, in a gymnasium

where they were pronounced "couples
forever"

by a Korean preacher Saturday.

The newlyweds, who had enrolled in a

compulsory two-week pre-marital training
course, said they were so grateful for the

guidance that they will buy a mansion for

55-year-old Sun Myung Moon, minister of
the Christian Unification Church.

The Detroit News
Detroit, Michigan

Feb. 9, 1975
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/ have no ambition other than to carry outGod's will. I am doing
what I am doing for the sake ofmankind. Sooner or later, they will

know that, and they will knowwhat is good andwhat is evil. In history
we will be conspicuous. Heaven will be on our side and all

conscientious men will be on our side.

Sun Myung Moon

October 6, 1974

Moon

Conducts

MassWedding
For 3600

SEOUL (UPI)The Rev. Sun Myung
Moon today officiated at a mass wedding for

1,800 couples from 21 countries.

The ceremony was held in the

Changchung gymnasium before an audi

ence of about 10,000, who rose after the

minister pronounced the 3,600 new4'W'eds

men and wives and shouted in Korean
"mansei"

(cheers) three times.

Clouds of confetti dropped from bas

kets hanging from the ceiling.

Moon, who visited the United States

recently and attracted a number of followers

in a massive publicity effort, said, "Before

our God- and the whole world, 1 solemnly

declare that you have become couples

forever."

There were 1,264 couples from South

Korea, 145 from the United States, 297

from Japan, and others from Britain, West

Germany, Austria, France, Netherlands,

Canada, Taiwan, Belgium, Italy, Australia,

Mexico, Switzerland, Israel, Trinidad,

Brazil, Argentina and Sweden.

The brides and grooms waited in 18-

degree cold for an hour before they could get
into the gym, and once inside it took nearly
an hour to line up on the red-carpeted floor.

They passed by a platform on their way
jn and the Rev. Moon and his wife, Han

Hak-ja, sprinkled perfume over them.

The grooms were dressed in black and

dark green suits and the brides in white

chimajugori, traditional Korean dresses,
with white veils.

Californian
Salinas, California

D. 20,500

Feb. 8, 1975

Here Come

The Brides
The Changchung gym in Seoul, Korea

was the setting Saturday for a mass wedding
uniting 1,800 couples from 20 nations. The

Rev. Sun MyungMoon, founder of the Uni

fication Church International, performed

the ceremony.

Dispatch
Oneida, New York

Feb. 11, 1975

1800 Couples

Say 1
Do'

The Rev. Sun Myung Moon faced

1,800 couples from 21 nations in a Seoul

gymnasium over the weekend and pro

nounced them "couples
forever"

in the

largest mass-marriage ceremony ever con

ducted in Korea. The newlyweds said they

would demonstrate their gratitude by buy
ing the 55-year-old minister of the Chris

tian Unification Church a mansion.

Chicago Daily News
D. 418,314 Sun.

Feb. 10, 1975

474,253

Moon Performs

1800 Marriages
In what is believed to be the largest

mass wedding in history, 1,800 couples of

the Unification Church were married in

Seoul, Korea, by the Rev. Sun Myung

1600 Will Be

Married At

Massive Rite

On February 8th, in Seoul, Korea,

Rev. Sun Myung Moon will officiate at the

mass marriage of 1600 couples in what will

become the largest wedding in history. Sev

enty American couples will depart Los

Angeles for Seoul on February 1st where

they will join couples representing 24 na

tions. The marriage will be held in Chang

chung gymnasium, the largest hall in

Korea, and the site of the unprecedented

marriage of 777 couples by Rev. Moon in

1970. Over 10,000 relatives and friends are

expected to pack the hall for this historic

event.

The mass wedding will be this year's

second major event for the Unification

Church in Korea. On January 16th at the

Chosen Hotel, 600 prominent citizens in

cluding the Speaker of the
Lower House of

Korea (corresponds to the Speaker of the

House in U.S. Congress) attended a cere

monial dinner to welcome Rev. Moon to his

homeland, and congratulate him on the

completion of his latest American tour.

The reception following the mam

moth wedding will include congratulatory

remarks by prominent people from several

nations.

Courier
Washington, D.C.

W 29,130

Jan. 30, 1975

Evening Journal
Wilmington, Delaware

D. 90,494

Feb. 10, 1975

Herald Journal
Syracuse, New York

Feb. 8, 1975

Long Island Press
Jamaica, New York

D. 441,001 Sun. 423,790

Feb. 11, 1975

State Journal
Topeka, Kansas

Feb. 8, 1975

Rochester Times

Union
Rochester, New York

D. 145,808

Feb. 8, 1975

Standard Examiner Stamford Advocate
Ogden, Utah

D. 41,500

Feb. 1975

Stamford, Connecticut

Feb. 11, 1975

San Gabriel Valley
Tribune
San Gabriel, California
Feb. 21, 1975

The Plain Dealer
Cleveland, Ohio

Feb. 9, 1975

The Washington Post
Washington, D.C.

D. 535,016 Sun. 710,148

The Kansas City Star
Kansas City, Missouri
D. 308,862 Sun. 400,110
Feb. 10, 1975
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/must again emphasize that wemust learn three kinds of love:

first love towards our parents; love among the brothers and sisters;

and then love between husband and wife. With those three loves

totalized andput together, we can really taste the true kinds of love,

and then we can build good homes and good societies.

Sun Myung Moon

August 11, 1974

Moon, founder and president of the cult.

Among the couples representing 24

countries, were 70 couples from the U.S.

The majority was from Korea and Japan.

The mass wedding was held in Chang
chung gymnasium, Seoul's largest indoor

arena. A 40-piece Seoul City Police brass

band played wedding marches as brides

dressed in white Korean gowns and grooms

in dark suits filed in for the two and a half

hour ceremony.

Mr. Moon, 55, asked the couples, "Do
you swear before God that you will be eter

nal husbands and The couples re

plied in a chorus,
"Yes."

The Unification Church leader then

offered a 30-minute prayer, concluding with

the raising of his right hand and the affirma

tion that they were being married together

under the "principle of the big world fam-

_

Some 10,000 guests rose after the

ceremony was completed and shouted
"mansei"

(cheers) three times. The married

couples were showered with clouds of con

fetti from baskets hanging from the ceiling,

and then rode in a motorcade through

Seoul.

The World Unification Church be

lieves its commission is to unite all religions

of the world around the "new
messiah"

or

"Lord of the Second
Advent"

who Sun

Myung Moon claims to be.

Moon's church is not Christian in doc

trine or commission. His
"gospel"

is what

the apostle Paul would term "another gos

(Gal. 1:6-9)
Moon is generally opposed by the

Christian community as well as other

sources.

A news report from Japan indicates

that a group of Japanese parents, whose

children were married in the mass wedding,

have vowed to fight Mr. Moon and his as

sociation until their children return to

"normal
life."

The group, which claims to

have 500 members, said in a joint statement

that the young couples had been
"matched"

by Mr. Moon.

The Unification Church, founded in

1954, now claims to have more than two

million members in 50 countries. A mass

wedding of 777 couples was conducted in

Seoul by Mr. Moon in 1970.

Earlier simultaneous weddings were

performed on three, 36, 72, 124 and 430

couples. Mass weddings are conducted to

underscore the cult's belief in the "one

world family of and to emphasize the

role of marriage.

Mr. Moon recently completed a tour of

eight major U.S. cities, speaking on "The

New Future of
Christianity."

An interna

tional "Day of
Hope"

team of 400 is now

carrying the message to major cities in
Asia

and Europe. Mr. Moon will speak at the

Budokan Hall in Tokyo.

Christian Crusade

Weekly
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74102

March 9, 1975
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You must be more strongly drawn to God's love than to your

spouse's love. When your love is God-centered, divine love and

human love are concentrated together, and you can multiply

children as God-created human beings.

Sun Myung Moon

August 4, 1974

1600 Couples?

Holy

Matrimony !

TOKYO (AP) Dozens of young

Japanese are leaving Tokyo these days on

their way to Seoul, Korea, to be married in

one of the world's largest mass weddings.

About 1,500 Japanese are among the

3,200 members of a Korea-based religious

group, founded by the 54-year-old Rev. Sun

Myung Moon, Saturday married in a giant

ceremony.

Nobuko Hokari, 29, of Tokyo, is one

of the 1,600 brides whose husbands were

chosen for them by the Rev. Mr. Moon.

"We sent him our photographs and

then he told us who we should marry when

he came to Japan for a short trip in
January,"

she says.

"He knew instantly our spiritual in-

sides and could choose the right partners for

The religion's formal title is "Holy
Spirit Association for the Unification of

World
Christianity."

It is called more sim

ply "Unification
Church,"

and is a Chris

tian sect claiming a worldwide following of

over two million, based on the teachings of

the Rev. Mr'. Moon.

It strives to unite all Christians under

the teachings oi its founder and refutes

ideologies such as socialism, communism

and atheism, a church spokesman said.

One of the sect's major tenets is the

importance ofmarriage and it calls adultery

the world's worst crime.

This was to be the second mass wed

ding sponsored by the church. The first was

in 1970 when 1,554 members went to Korea

without knowing whom they would marry,

and within a two-week period were

matched up by the Rev. Mr. Moon and

married in a ceremony at which he of

ficiated.

YasuhiroToyomura, 27, ofTokyo, who

was among them, says he is happy with the

marriage, although he and his wife,

Yoshiko, have lived together for only about

a year. They work on opposite sides of the

globe for the religion she is in

Washington, D.C. and he in Tokyo.

"Rev. Moon knows my wife more than

I
do,"

says Toyomura. "He understands the

internal and spiritual worlds of a person and

when he said she was the right partner tor

me, we both knew instantly he was right.

"But the final decision is ours, if we

don't want to accept his advice, it's

Members who wish to be married by

the Rev. Mr. Moon first must give long

service to the church and introduce about

three new converts. Many of the prospec

tive brides and bridegrooms are full-time

employees ot the religion.

"The reason 1 wanted to be

-avs Miss Hokari, "is because two people are

stronger than one and we can work harder

tor the religion.

"My future hush, inJ and 1 do not plan

to lead a married life for about three years.

Instead, we will go abroad tor

A spokesman tor the religion says there

have never been any divorces in the

church.

"According to the principles of the

religion, divorce is not the

spokesman says "unless they tall away from

the church and then divorce is a personal

decision."

Meanwhile, UnificationChurch
spon-

s, ired "Day ofHope
Festivals"

in Japan have

filled auditoriums to capacity ottering a

program of songs, movies and
lectures. On

the streets of Tokyo and in other parts ot

Japan, young people, both Japanese and

foreign, have been passing out literature

and selling flowers in a campaign to increase

the 200,000 Japanese membership and raise

funds.

"1 don't have time to become a

says one middle-aged busi

nessman at a lecture. "But 1 suppose many

young Japanese will join because they (the

religion) have pretty
girls and nice hoys

from many countries and good lectures.

"1 myself go to the meetings for two

reasons. One is to find the true reason tor

living. The other is to brush up on my
English."

The Daily Breeze
Torrance, California

Feb. 9, 1975

Dozens of Japanese

In Mass Ceremony In Korea
Nichi Bei Times
San Francisco, California

D. 7,000

Feb. 27, 1975

MassWedding Ceremony
To Unite Japanese Youths

Tribune Herald
Hilo, Hawaii

D. 11,154 Sun. 11,437

Feb. 4, 1975

Here Come The Brides
-1800 Of Them

San Jose News
San |ose, California

Feb. '8, 1975
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3600 Lose

Their Freedom

In South

Korean

Wedding Rite

SEOUL (UPI)The Rev. Sun Myung
Moon today officiated at a mass wedding for

1,800 couples from 21 countries.

The ceremony was held in the Chang
chung gymnasium before an audience of

about 10,000, who rose after the minister

pronounced the 3,600 newlyweds men and

wives and shouted in Korean
"mansei"

(cheers) three times.

Clouds of confetti dropped from bas

kets hanging from the ceiling.

Moon, who visited the United States

recently and attracted a number of followers

in a massive publicity effort, said, "Before

our God and the whole world, I solemnly

declare that you have become couples

forever."

There were 1,264 couples from South

Korea, 145 from the United States, 297

from Japan, and others from Britain, West

Germany, Austria, France, the Nether

lands, Canada, Taiwan, Belgium, Italy,

Australia, Mexico, Switzerland, Israel,

Trinidad, Brazil, Argentina and Sweden.

The brides and grooms waited in 18-

degree cold for an hour before they could get

into the gym, and once inside it took nearly

an hour to line up on the red-carpeted floor.

They passed by a platform on their way

in and the Rev. Moon and his wife, Han

Hak-ja, sprinkled perfume over them.

The grooms were dressed in black and

dark green suits and the brides in white

chimajugori, traditional Korean dresses,

with white veils.

Randy Berndt, 27, of Walnut Creek,

Calif., said after the ceremony, "I am very
happy,"

and his bride, Beverly Howe, 24, of

Lexington, Mass., said, "I feel

"I believe in God and world unifica

tion,"

Berndt said. "This religious move

ment was started in Korea and it is natural

and significant that we come here to dem

onstrate the goal of our

It was the sixth such mass ceremony

arranged by Moon's Unification Church

since 1965; 430 couples were married in

1968 and 777 in 1971.

Born into a Christian family injungju,
North Korea, in 1920, Moon established

the Unification Church in Seoul in 1954.

His followers have increased to more

than 500,000 in South Korea and 50 other

countries, according to church officials.

Las Vegas Sun
Las Vegas, Nevada

Sunday, Feb.9, 1975

1800 Couples Married

By Rev. Moon

Buffalo EveningNews
l). 251,982 Sun. 297,247

Feb. 8, 1975

I do, I do, I
do'

. . .It's Said 1800 Times

Memphis Press

Scimiter
Memphis, Tennessee

D. 133,258

Head Of Korean Sect Arranges

Marriages-Sight Unseen

The Hawaii Hochi
Honolulu, Hawaii

D. 12,005

Feb. 3, 1975

Moon Marries 3600 In

MassWedding

Herald
Everett, Washington

I). 41,000

Feb. 10, 1975

Rev.Moon Officiates AtWedding
Ritual For 1800 Couples

Sentinel
Parkershur^, West Virginia

D. 12,500

Feh. 8, 1975

1800 Couples Married In

Gymnasium Ceremony

Recorder Democrat
Amsterdam, New York

Feb. 8, 1975

Now That's A Big Wedding SSIffiS
D. 34,000

Feb. 8, 1975

Mass Wedding in Korea Honolulu Star

Bulletin
D. 115,688

Feb. 8, 1975

Moon Weds 3600 In Seoul Portland Evening
Express
Portland, Maine

D. 29,992

Feb. 8, 1975
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If a woman loves her husband more than she would her own

self, she has the qualification to have God, and participate in God's
love. And ifaman loves his wife more than he would his own self, he

has the qualification to love God, andpossess God, andparticipate
in God's love. Ifyou are the same with yourbrothers and sisters, and
with yourparents, you have the qualification to belong to God and to
possess God. This is whyJesus said, "Ifyou love your brothers and
sisters more than you do yourown self, there can be np greater love
than this.

"

Sun Myung Moon

March 9, 1975
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SEOUL (UPI)A total of 1,800 couples

from 2 countries braved freezing tempera
tures for more than an hour yesterday to

have Korean preacher Sun Myung Moon

pronounce them "couples
forever"

in a mass

wedding under a shower of confetti and a

sprinkling of perfume.

The newlyweds, who had to take a

compulsory two-week pre-marital training

course, said they were so grateful for Moon's

guidance that they will buy him a mansion.

In the largest single wedding ceremony
ever performed in Seoul, the couples be

came "God's faithful
disciples"

when they

exchanged gold wedding rings in the

Changchung gymnasium.

"Before ourGod and the whole world 1

solemnly declare that you have become

couples
forever,"

said Moon, the 55-year-

old minister of the Christian Unification

Church which prides itself on its low di

vorce rate.

An estimated 10,000 people rose and

shouted three Korean
"mansei"

cheers as

confetti fell from 13 baskets high under the

dome-shaped ceiling. Moon and his wife,

Mrs. Han Hak-ja, sprinkled perfume over

them.

The couples included 145 from the

United States, 297 from Japan, 12 from

Britain, 19 from West Germany, 15 from

Austria, nine from France, six from Hol

land, four from Canada, 15 from Taiwan,

1,264 from South Korea, two from Belgium,

Italy, andAustralia and one each from Mex

ico, Switzerland, Israel, Trinidad, Estonia,

Brazil, Argentina and Sweden.

Brides and bride grooms were kept for

more than an hour in 18-degree tempera

tures outside the gymnasium waiting for the

ceremony to start. It took almost another

hour for them to line up inside on the red-

carpeted floor.

Michael Warder, 28, of Tarrytown,

N.Y.
, said after the ceremony, "I am a very

happy
Warder referred to the high divorce

rate in the United States and added: "In the

Unification Church, I think 1 or 2 per cent

have been
divorced."

"In this sense, the Rev. Moon has a

very wise and tested method. It (mass mar

riage) has a very good said Warder,

a 1968 graduate of Stanford University.

Warder met his bride Cheryl, 26, of

Seattle, Wash., in Paris in 1968, when he

gave a lecture on the Moon movement

which now claims 500,000 followers

throughout the world.

1800 CouplesWed In Mass Ceremony
The Shreveport Times
Shreveport, Louisiana

I). 91,433 Sun. 121,049

Feb. 9, 1975

MassWedding Rite Unites 1800

Missourian
Columbia, Missouri

Feb. 9, 1975

1800 Give Vows

In Mass Ceremony

Courier Times

Telegraph

Tyler, Texas

Sun. 28,500

Feb. 9, 1975

1800 Couples

Wed In Mass Rite
Banner Herald

and Daily News
Athens, Georgia

Sun. 16,500

Feh. 9, 1975

3600 Say 'I
Do'

For Rev. Moon

Examiner Chronicle
San Francisco, California

Sun. 840,526

Feb. 9, 1975

'We
Do'

Vow 1800 Couples

-All At The Same Time
Star Journal

and Chieftain
Pueblo, Colorado

Feh. 9, 1975

1800 Couples Tell Preacher 'We
Do'

News
Framingham, Massachusetts
D. 21,000

Feb. 9, 1975
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Crossing a platform, members walk two

couples abreast between our Parents.

The ceremony, lasting several hours.

also consisted of congratulatory
re

marks, the marriage vows, and
a prayer

by Father.
108- Western couples partici

pated.

Mass 3600 Married In

Wedding Rites MassWedding
Awaiting the pronouncement that

would make them man and wife are some of

the 1,800 couples from 20 nations who

gathered Saturday at Changchung gym in

Seoul, South Korea, for a mass wedding

ceremony under auspices ofthe Unification

Church International.

Review
Hayward, California

D. 33,500 Sun. 33,500

Feb. 10, 1975

SEOUL, South Korea (AP)The

Rev. Sun Myung Moon, founder of the

"Unification
Church,"

today officiated at a

mass wedding for 1,800 couples from the

United States, Japan, Korea and 17 other

countries.

Moon wore a gilded crown and a white

embroidered robe as he entered a gym

nasium before 10,000 on-lookers. The

brides wore veils and Korean national dress

and the grooms wore business suits.

The couples were approved by Moon

after a two-week training program spon

sored by his church. In 1970, Moon married

777 couples at the same gymnasium.

-United Press International

1,800 Couples Married in Seoul Ceremony
. . .under

auspices of Unification Church movement

New Era
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

D. 56,590

Feb. 8, 1975

Mail
Charleston, West Virginia

D. 56,000

Feb. 1975

News Press
Santa Barbara,

D. 38,000

Califo

Leader and Press
Springfield, Missouri

D. 47,000

Feb. 8, 1975

News Press
St. Joseph, Missouri

D. 45,500 Sun. 51,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Columbus Evening
Dispatch
Columbus, Ohio

Feb. 8, 1975

The News Sentinel Jackson Citizen Patriot
Fort Worth, Indiana

D. 78,484

Feb. 10, 1975

Jackson, Michigan

D. 40,052 Sun. 44,803

Feb. 9, 1975

Argus-Leader
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

D. 50,500 Sun. 54,000

Eagk
Reading, Pennsylvania
D. 42,500 Sun. 85,500

Feb. 8, 1975

Review-Journal
Las Vegas, Nevada

Sunday, Feb. 9, 1975
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SEOUL (UPI)The Rev. SunMyung
Moon today officiated at a mass wedding for

1,800 couples from 21 countries.

The ceremony was held in the Chang
chung gymnasium before an audience of

about 10,000, who rose after the minister

pronounced the 3,600 newlyweds men and

wives and shouted in Korean
"mansei"

(cheers) three times.

Clouds of confetti dropped from bas

kets hanging from the ceiling.

Moon, who visited the United States

recently and attracted a number of followers

in a massive publicity effort, said, "Before

our God and the whole world, I solemnly

declare that you have become couples

forever."

There were 1,264 couples from South

Korea, 145 from the United States, 297

from Japan, and others from Britain, West

Germany, Austria, France, the Nether

lands, Canada, Taiwan, Belgium, Italy,

Australia, Mexico, Switzerland, Israel,

Trinidad, Brazil, Argentina and Sweden.

The brides and grooms waited in 18-

degree cold for an hour before they could get

into the gym, and once inside it took nearly

an hour to line up on the red-carpeted floor.

They passed by a platform on their way

in and the Rev. Moon and his wife, Han

Hak-ja, sprinkled perfume over them.

The grooms were dressed in black and

dark green suits and the brides in white

chimajugon, traditional Korean dresses,

with white veils.

Randy Berndt, 27, of Walnut Creek,

Calif., said after the ceremony, "I am very
happy,"

and his bride, Beverly Howe, 24, of

Lexington, Mass., said, "I feel

"I believe in God and world unifica

tion,"

Berndt said. "This religious move

ment was started in Korea and it is natural

and significant that we come here to dem

onstrate the goal of our

'I Do. . .

3600
Times'

In Seoul, Korea, this morning, the

Rev. Sun Myung Moon, center, back to

camera, officiated at a mass wedding for

1,800 couples. The newlyweds came from

all over the world, including 145 pairs from

the U.S. and 297 from Japan. Moon wore a

gilded crown and a white embroidered robe.

The brides wore white veils and traditional

white Korean dress, the chimajugori. Most

of the men wore business suits.

Examiner

San Francisco
I). 203,026

Feb. 8, 1975

Sun Myung Moon Conducts Wedding
Facts
Redlands, California

D. 7,500

3600 Say Vows In MassWedding
Record
Columbus, South Carolina

D. 32,000

Feb. 8, 1975

MassWedding Held For 3600
The Miami Herald
Miami, Florida

D. 384,824 Sun. 486,568

Feb. 9, 1975

3600 Married By Rev. Moon

Town Talk
Alexandria, Louisiana

Feb. 8, 1975
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But What About The Reception?

3600Wed Delta

Democrat-Times
Greenville, Massachusetts

D. 13,500

Feb. 9, 1975

ButWho Gets To Kiss The Bride?

Burlington County
Willingsburg, New Jersey T*__

d. 35,000 limes

Feb. 9, 1975

1800 Couples United In Korea

MassWedding Performed
News
Parkersburg, West Virginia

D. 19,000 Sun. 34,000

Feb. 10, 1975

Moon Beams on 21-Nation Mass Wedding in Seoul

1800 Couples Say, 'I
Do'

Post Times
West Palm Beach, Florida

Feb. 9, 1975

South Korea

1800 Couples Get Married
'Forever'

The Virginia Pilot
Norfolk, Vtrginia

Feb. 9, 1975

Mass Marriage Performed in Seoul

1800 Pairs
Tulsa World
Tulsa, Oklahoma

D. 117,736 Sun. 193,984

Feb. 9, 1975

Moon Married 1800 Couples

SEOUL: A Korean preacher Sun gymnasium. The newly-weds said they DreeZe

Myung Moon stood facing 1800 couples would demonstrate their gratitude by buy- Torrance, California

from 21 nations and pronounced them ing Moon a mansion.
D. & Sun. 54,000

"couples
forever"

m a mass marriage in a
beb. 10, 1975

SEOUL(UPI)A total of 1,800

couples from 21 countries braved freezing
temperatures for more than an hour Satur

day to have Korean preacher Sun Myung
Moon pronounce them "couples

forever"

in

a mass marriage under a shower of confetti

and a sprinkling of perfume.

The newlyweds who had to take a

compulsory two-week premarital training

course, said they were so grateful forMoon's

guidance that they will buy him a mansion.

In the largest single wedding ceremony

ever performed in Seoul, the couples be

came "God's faithful
disciples"

when they

exchanged gold wedding rings in the

Changchung gymnasium.

"Before our God and the whole world,

I solemnly declare that you have become

couples
forever,"

said Moon, the 55-year-

old minister ot the Christian Unification

Church which prides itself on its low di

vorce rate.

An estimated 10,000 persons rose and

shouted three Korean cheers as confetti fell

from 13 baskets high under the dome-

shaped ceiling. Moon and his wife, Han

Hak Ja, sprinkled perfume over them.

The couples included 145 from the

United States, 297 from Japan, 12 from

Britain, 19 from West Germany, 15 from

Austria, nine from France, six from Hol

land, tour from Canada, 15 from Taiwan,
1,264 from South Korea, two from Belgium,

Italy and Australia and one each from Mex

ico, Switzerland, Israel, Trinidad, Estonia,
Brazil, Argentina and Sweden.

Brides and grooms were kept for more

than an hour in 18-degree temperatures out

side the gymnasium waiting for the cere

mony to start. It took almost another hour

tor them to line up inside on the red-

carpeted floor.

Michael Warder, 28, of Tarrytown,
N.Y.

, said after the ceremony, "I am a very

happy
Warder referred to the high divorce

rate in the United States and added: "In the

Unification Church, I think 1 or 2 per cent

have been divorced.

"In that sense, the Rev. Moon has a

very wise and tested method. It (mass mar

riage) has a very good said Warder,
a 1968 graduate of Stanford.

Warder met his bride Cheryl, 26, of

Seattle, Wash., in Paris in 1968, when he

gave a lecture on the Moon movement

which now claims 500,000 followers

throughout the world.
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Even to those people who tried to kill me, when I love them,

when I pray for them, I am showing them the heart ofGod, the heart

of the True Parents. That's the love of any parents. Parents are like

that; nomatter howbad their sons and daughters are, they stillpray
for them. God has been persevering, not only one time, but several

thousand times. He will keep on persevering. We have to learn that,

and follow that pattern.

Sun Myung Moon

March 3, 1975

Moon Followers Married In Mass Seoul Ceremony
Courier Times
Levittown, Pennsylvania

D. 50,000

Feb. 9, 1975

World's LargestWedding
In Chang Chung Gymnasium

One For Guinness

1800 Couples Wed in Mass Rite

Banner-Herald

and Daily News
Athens, Georgia

Sunday 16,500

Union
Sacramento, California

D. 91,500 Sun. 86,500

But 'Couples
Forever'

Happy

Mass Marriages Begin In The Cold
State Journal Register
Springfield, Illinois

Sun. 70,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Two From N.H. Take Spouses In Seoul Ceremony

1800 Couples In MassWedding
New Hampshire News
Manchester, New pfampshire

Sun. 49,000

1800 Couples Wed In Mass Ceremony

Mass Marriage Held In South Korea

Blade-Tribune
Oceanside, California
D. 11,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Morning Advocate
Raton Rouge, Louisiana

D. 81,000 Sun. 97,167

Feb. 9, 1975
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The Unification Church's secret is this formula, nothing else:

parental love but with the heart of the servant, serving, shedding

tears for man, and sweat for earth, and blood for Heaven, even

risking your life. This is the formula of the Unification Church. Only
with this is unification possible in the world. Do you understand?

Conscientious people, once they know the truth, must put it into

practice, isn 't that true ?When you reach this stage you will feelGod

is with you, He is surrounding you, and encouraging you. You find for

the first time, that ourHeavenly Father is alive, "He is living with me,

speaking to me, and I sense Him with me.
"

Sun Myung Moon

March 20, 1975

SEOUL (UPI)A total of 1,800

couples from 21 countries braved freezing
temperatures for more than an hour yester

day to have Korean preacher Sun Myung
Moon pronounce them "couples

forever"

in

a mass marriage under a shower of confetti

and a sprinkling of perfume.

The newlyweds, who had to take a

compulsory two-week pre-marital training

course, said they were so grateful for Moon's

guidance that they will buy him a mansion.

In the largest single wedding ceremony
ever performed in Seoul, the couples be

came "God's faithful
disciples"

when they

exchanged gold wedding rings in the

Changchung gymnasium.

"Before our God and the whole world,

I solemnly declare that you have become

couples
forever,"

said Moon, the 55-year-

old minister of the Christian Unification

Church which prides itself on its low di

vorce rate.

An estimated 10,000 persons rose and

shouted three Korean
"mansei"

cheers as

confetti fell from 13 baskets high under the

dome-shaped ceiling.

The couples included 145 from the

United States, 297 from Japan, 12 from

Britain, 19 from West Germany, 15 from

Austria, nine from France, six from Hol

land, four from Canada, 15 from Taiwan,

1,264 from South Korea, two from Belgium,

Italy and Australia and one each from Mex

ico, Switzerland, Israel, Trinidad, Estonia,

Brazil, Argentina and Sweden

Korea Holds MassWedding

News
Enid, Oklahoma

D. 18,000 Sun. 25,000

Feb. 9, 1975

The San Diego Union
San Diego, California

D. 173,147 Sun. 292,966

Feb. 9, 1975

Leader
Fredrich, Oklahoma

D. 3,000

Feb. 9, 1975

1800 'Couples
Forever'

Wed In Mass Marriage Journal News
Nyack, New York

Feb. 9, 1975

1800 Couples Wed in Seoul Scrantonian
Scranton, Pennsylvania

Sun. 47,500

Feb. 9, 1975

1800 CouplesWed In Mass Marriage

By Rev. Sun Moon

Vermont News
Burlington, Vermont

Feb. 9, 1975

MassWedding Ceremony
Performed in South Korea

Times Sentinel
Gallipolis, Ohio

Feb. 9, 1975

Moon Marries 1800 Couples Journal
Albuquerque, New Mexico

D. 64,500 Sun. 86,500

Feb. 9, 1975
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1800 Couples AreWed Post
Morgantown, West Virginia

D. 9,500

Feb. 9, 1975

Sweethearts Brave Cold

For Mass Marriage Rite

Tribune Herald
Waco, Texas

D. 48,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Thousands Married In Mass Ceremony Herald
Albany, New York

D. 31,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Single Ceremony Unites 1800 Couples

In Marriage In Seoul

News Free Press
Chattanooga, Tennessee

D. 60,075 Sun. 55,350

Feb. 9, 1975

1800 Couples Married in One Ceremony Journal-Tribune
Blackwell, Oklahoma

D. 5,000

Feb. 9, 1975
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Wemust build the way so that itcrosses every nation around the

world, so thatpeople situated in every corner of the earth willbe able

to reach the highway and go the way to the Kingdom of Heaven.

Sun Myung Moon

May 30, 1974

SEOUL (UPI)Eighteen-hundred

couples from 21 countries braved freezing
temperatures for more than an hour Satur

day to have Korean preacher Sun Myung
Moon pronounce them "couples

forever"

in

a mass marriage under a shower of confetti

and a sprinkling of perfume.

The newlyweds, who had to take a

compulsory two-week pre-marital training

course, said they were so grateful forMoon's

guidance that they will buy him a mansion.

IN THE LARGEST single wedding

ceremony ever performed in Seoul, the

couples became "God's faithful
disciples"

when they exchanged gold wedding rings in

the Changchung gymnasium.

"Before our God and the whole world,

I solemnly declare that you have become

couples

forever,"

said Moon, the 55-year-

old minister of the Christian Unification

Church, which prides itself on its low di

vorce rate.

An estimated 10,000 people rose and

shouted three Korean
"mansei"

cheers as

confetti fell from 13 baskets high under the

dome-shaped ceiling. Moon and his wife,

Mrs. Han Hak-ja, sprinkled perfume over

them.

The couples included 145 from the

United States.

1800 CouplesWed In Single Ceremony
Leader
Lovington, New Mexico

D. 2,500

Feb. 9, 1975

MassWedding In Korea Joins 1800 Couples Boomerang
Laramie, Wyoming
D. 6,000

Feb. 9, 1975

'I
Do'

1800 Times And It's Forever
Sun Telegram
San Bernardino, California

Sun. 79,500

Feb. 9, 1975

Getting The Word From Moon Times News
Kingsport, Tennessee

Sun. 29,000

Feb. 9, 1975

3600 AreWed In Korean Rites The Detroit Free Press
Detroit, Michigan

D. 618,006 Sun. 714,831

Feb. 9, 1975

Ceremony For 1800 Couples
Reflector
Greenville, North Carolina

D. 11,500

Feb. 9, 1975

Citizen
Milford, Connecticut

D. 7,400

Feb. 9, 1975

Nashville Banner

Nashville, Tennessee

D. 103,441

Feb. 10, 1975

Rocky Mountain News News
Denver, Colorado Springdale, Arkansas
D. 214,490 Sun. 236,903 D. 2,483 Sun. 8,000
Feb. 9, 1975 FeK 7, 1975
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Mass Marriage In Seoul

3600 Married At Once

1800 Couples Married

Say, That's Alot Of Rice

A Ton Of Confetti

1800 CouplesWed

1800 Couples Get Rite Idea

Herald Leader
Lexington, Kentucky
Feb. 9. 1975

Herald and News
Klamath Falls, Oregon

D. 75,500

Feb. 9, 1975

Telegraph and News
Macon, Georgia

Sun. 69,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Fort Worth Press
Fort Worth, Texas

D. 50,575 Sun. 56,901

Feb. 9, 1975

Sun
Lawrence, Massachusetts

Sun. 11,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Times Standard
Eureka, California

D. 27,500

Feb. 9, 1975

Milwaukee Journal
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

D. 350,005 Sun. 543,992

Feb. 9, 1975

3200 To Wed

in Mass Event

New York, N.YAPThe Korean

religious group founder, the Rev. Sun

Myung Moon, plans anothermass marriage

of his followers, this time 1,600 couples, a

spokesman for the group has disclosed.

He said 3,200 young people, including

70 couples from the United States, will be

married simultaneously Feb. 8 in the

Changchung gymnasium in Seoul, Korea,

the largest mass wedding ever held.

In the teachings of the group, called

the Unification Church, followers who

have reached an advanced stage of dedica

tion are allowed to submir names of pre

ferred mares, with final approval by Moon.

They may designate several possible

choices in order of preference. In cases on

which Moon does the matching, "they
don't have to the spokesman said.

"It's
up to

However, in the group, Moon is

deemed to be a special bearer ofGod's reve

lation, with teachings of his group implying

that he may be a "Second
Messiah"

to com

plete the work of Jesus.
Jesus'

mission is regarded by the group
as having failed in parr because he was

crucified.

The second planned mass marriage is

the second that he has performed. Another,

involving 777 couples was performed in

Korea in 1970.

Couples involved this time are from 24

nations, with 10,000 guests expected to be

on hand.

In the group's teachings, the "mar

riages are eternal because of the intense

devotion to
God"

of those involved, the

spokesman said.

Milwaukee Journal
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

D. 350,005 Sun. 543,992

Feb. 1, 1975

Moon Struck

SEOUL, KoreaKorean Preacher

Sun Myung Moon stood facing 1,800

couples from 21 nations Saturday and pro

nounced them "couples
forever"

in a mass

marriage conducted in a gymnasium. The

newlyweds said they would demonstrate
their gratitude bv buying Moon a mansion.

The Dominion
Feb. 11, 1975

Breeze
Torrance, California

S. & Sun. 54,000

Feb. 10, 1975
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1800 Married

By Sun Moon

The Nashville

Tennessean

D. 141,342 Sun. 234,036

Feh. 9, 1975

SEOUL, South Korea, (AP)There
were 1,800 couples honeymooning this

weekend after a mass wedding officiated by
the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, founder ofthe
"Unification

Church."

The couples underwent a two-week

training program sponsored by Moon's

church prior to the marriage, which was

held in a gymnasium before 10,000 onlook

ers Saturday.

Moon wore a gilded crown and a white

embroidered robe for the ceremonies,

which included couples from the United

States, Japan, Korea and 17 other coun

tries.

In 1970, Moon married 777 couples in.

a similar ceremony.

Moon Marries Moon Weds Hone

1800 Couples 1800 Couples The El 1
El Paso, Texas

News Globe
Amanllo, Texas

Sun. 77,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Times Union
Albany, New York

D. 80,048 Sun. 198,001

Feb. 9, 1975

Feb. 9, 1975

American
Odessa, Texas

Feb. 9, 1975

News
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Sun. 111,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Atlantic City Press
Atlantic City, New Jersey
D. 64,485 Sun. 58,457

Feb. 9. 1975

1800 Couples

Knot

News
Lima, Ohio

D. 40,676 Sun. 45,674

Feb. 9, 1975

News Sun Sentinel
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Sat. 6k Sun. 101,500

Feb. 9, 1975

Youngstown

Youngstown, Ohio Vindicator
D. 100,987 Sun. 155,644
Feb. 10, 1975

Springfield Republican
SpringtieldT Massachusetts

D. 117754

Feb. 9, 1975

Ledger Enquirer
Columbus, Georgia

Feb. 9, 1975

The Commercial

Appeal Memphis, Tennessee

D. 216,286 Sun. 287,068

Feb. 9, 1975

The Spokesman

ReviewSpokane, Washington

D. 85,000 Sun. 127,000

Feb. 9, 1975

Eagle and Beacon
Wichita, Kansas
Sun. 171,019

Feb. 9, 1975

Gazette Mail
Charleston, West Virginia

Sun. 107,000

Feb. 9, 1975

The Observer Dispatch St Paul Pioneer Press Poughkeepsie
'. 187,963 Sun.

238,225'

Poughkeepsie, New YorkI Itica, New York

Feh. 9, 1975 Feb. 9, 1975 D. 35,739 Sun. 41,003

Feb. 9, 1975
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No matter what the rest of the world says, I will go on for the

sake of the Father. I am destined to to live this according to His will.

You justmake up yourmind firmly. Don't be shaken. That's the key to

success.

Then, in order to do that, become a public person. Do not

harborpersonal ambition. Letus be greedy for the ideal, for the sake

of everybody; be unselfish, that's the key. Wemust not be boastful.

We must be humble andmeek in front of everyone. When you walk

this path there aremany times you come to amomentwhen it is very

difficult to judge which way is the right one. Sometimes confusion

prevails. Then what is the solution to finding the right way? In that

particularmoment of confusion, be humble and have an unselfish

mind. If from that point of view you look at the situation, then your

course of action is very clear.

Ifyou become an unselfish person, then in this universe, just like

the great magnet of the north pole and south pole, there 's amagnet

of God, and that greatest power of the universe will pull you when

you make yourself unselfish. Then you'll be pulled by thatmagnet

and will be directed into the right direction.

Sun Myung Moon

September 8, 1974
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Western couples sing
"Arirong,''

'

'Tongil,
' '

and
'

'Come and Go With Me

to thai
Lund' '

for the entertainment at

Changchung Gymnasium on the 8th.

Also entertaining were professionalper

formers, representatives of the Korean

andJapanese churches, and, as afinale,

the Little Angels.
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1800 Couples

Married In Icy
Korean

Ceremony
SEOUL (UPI)A total of 1,800

couples from 21 countries braved freezing
temperatures for more than an hour Satur

day to have Korean preacher Sun Myung
Moon pronounce them "couples

forever"

in

a mass marriage under a shower of confetti

and a sprinkling of perfume.

The newlyweds, who had to take a

compulsory two-week pre-marital training

course, said they were so grateful forMoon's

guidance that they will buy him a mansion.

In the largest single wedding ceremony

ever performed in Seoul, the couples be

came "God's faithful
disciples"

when they

exchanged gold wedding rings in the

Changchung gymnasium.

"Before our God and the whole world,

I solemnly declare that you have become

couples

forever,"

said Moon, the 55-year-

old minister of the Christian Unification

Church which prides itself on its low di

vorce rate.

An esrimated 10,000 people rose and

shouted three Korean
"mansei"

cheers as

confetti fell from 13 baskets high under the

dome-shaped ceiling. Moon and his wife,

Mrs. Han Hak-ja, sprinkled perfume over

them.

The couples included 145 from the

United States, 297 from Japan, 12 from

Britain, 19 from West Germany, 15 from

Austria, nine from France, six from Hol

land, four from Canada, 15 from Taiwan,
1,264 from South Korea, two from Belgium,

Italy and Australia and one each from Mex

ico, Switzerland, Israel, Trinidad, Estonia,

Brazil, Argentina and Sweden.

Brides and grooms were kept for more

than an hour in 18-degree temperatures out

side the gymnasium waiting for the cere

mony to start. It took almost another hour

for them to line up inside on the red-

carpeted floor.

Michael Warder, 28, of Tarrytown,
N.Y.

, said after the ceremony, "1 am a very

happy
Warder referred to the high divorce

rate in the United States and added: "In the

Unification Church, I think 1 or 2 per cent

have been divorced.
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Unification

Church Holds

Mass

Wedding
The largest wedding ceremony in his

tory will be held today in Seoul, Korea. The
Rev. Sun Myung Moon will officiate at the

wedding of 1,800 couples who have come

from 21 nations to participate in the cere

mony. Over 70 couples from the U. S. will be

included.

The wedding will begin at 10 a.m. at

Changchung gymnasium, the largest hall in
Korea. The men will all wear blue suits,

while the women will wear the traditional

white Korean dress with wedding veils. The

couples will take their vows simultaneously,

with 10,000 wedding guests attending.

Following the ceremony, the couples

will hoard nearly 100 buses for an extensive

parade-tour of Seoul. That night, they will

return for a huge reception featuring enter
tainment by top professional performers and
the couples themselves.

After the Korean festivities, the

American couples will travel to Japan to

attend the Rev. Moon's speaking engage

ment at Budokan Hall in Tokyo, the Madi

son Square Garden of Japan.

The American couples are due to re

turn home about Feb. 16.
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Here Come

The Brides!
Some ot the 1,800 couples from 21

nations gather al Changchung Gym in

Seoul today tor a mass
wedding ceremony

under the auspices of Rev. Sun Myung
Moon and his Unification Church Interna
tional (UPI Telephoto)
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