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We've all grown used to bluster and graphic 
threat talk in Korean Peninsula geopolitics. 
But a decision to go to war is strategic, with 
careful planning behind closed doors. Analysts 
have always assumed the DPRK’s Kim Jong-
un would never pull the trigger on an all-out 
war because he knows his country would not 
survive. But what if North Korea’s and the 
U.S.-Korea-Japan alliance’s perceptions of 
reality are completely different? What if our 
assumptions about how Kim Jong-un thinks, 
are very wrong? 
 
Join guest panelist Robert Manning, Senior 
Fellow, Scowcroft Center for Strategy and 
Security and its Foresight, Strategy and Risks 
Initiative at the Atlantic Council, along with 
moderator Amb. Joseph DeTrani, former 
special envoy to the six-party talks and Dr. 

Alexandre Mansourov, professor at the 
Center for Security Studies at Georgetown University as they examine the way forward. 
 
Register here to attend:  washingtonbrief,org/register/ 
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We've all grown used to bluster and graphic threat talk in Korean Peninsula geopolitics. But a decision 
to go to war is strategic, with careful planning behind closed doors. Analysts have always assumed the 
DPRK’s Kim Jong-un would never pull the trigger on an all-out war because he knows his country 
would not survive. But what if North Korea’s and the U.S.-Korea-Japan alliance’s perceptions of reality 
are completely different? What if our assumptions about how Kim Jong-un thinks, are wrong?

Join guest panelist Mr. Robert Manning, Distinguished Fellow, Stimson Center's Reimagining Grand 
Strategy program and Global Foresight Hub; Amb. Joe DeTrani, former special envoy to the six-
party talks and Dr. Alexandre Mansourov, professor at the Center for Security Studies at 
Georgetown University for a compelling discussion.
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