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Bridging Communities: A Universal Peace Federation Reflection on the International Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian People

Each year on November 29, the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People invites the
global community to reflect on the human impact of conflict and the shared aspiration for dignity,
security, and coexistence. For the Universal Peace Federation (UPF), this day is an opportunity to
reaffirm our commitment to constructive engagement, respect for all faith traditions, and the search for a
future in which Israelis and Palestinians can live side by side with mutual recognition and safety.

UPF has long invested in creating genuine spaces for interfaith understanding, including efforts that
brought Jewish, Christian, and Muslim leaders together in moments of shared reflection. This includes the
Middle East Peace Initiative (MEPI) in the early 2000s. Leaders of the Abrahamic traditions visited
Jerusalem to reflect together on their shared heritage and responsibilities for peace, as well as UPF's
Forum on Abrahamic Traditions, which highlighted the ethical foundations linking Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam. UPF's Middle East Peace Initiative has consistently emphasized a simple but essential
conviction: communities flourish when they are able to see one another not as adversaries, but as
neighbors with histories, hopes, and identities worthy of respect. (Photo of UPF MEPI delegation meeting
Mahmoud Abbas, President of the Palestinian National Authority with the then Anglican Bishop of
Jerusalem, Bishop Riah Abu EI Assal)




This approach is also reflected in UPF's long-standing friendship with leaders of the Muslim world. In
December 2001, our federation helped convene the Summit of World Muslim Leaders in Jakarta, bringing
together more than fifty nations to discuss the future of Islam and the responsibilities of global citizenship
chaired by former Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wabhid. The following year, in August 2002, a
second summit took place in London. These gatherings affirmed Islam's contributions to global peace and
highlighted the importance of cooperation with Jewish and Christian communities. They continue to stand
as examples of UPF's respect for Islam and our determination to foster sincere dialogue among all
peoples.

In the spirit of this history, UPF founders, Dr. Hak Ja Han and her late husband Dr. Sun Myung Moon,
emphasized that solidarity must include the pursuit of practical conditions for peace. We encourage
renewed efforts toward a just, lasting, and comprehensive settlement, including progress consistent with
relevant United Nations resolutions and the principles of international humanitarian law. This also means
supporting initiatives that strengthen local communities, including access to education, protection of
civilians, and development strategies that offer young people on both sides opportunities to build stable
and fulfilling lives.

Our outlook is guided by the principle of One Family under God, which calls us to see the Middle East
not as a landscape of division, but as a region whose peoples, Jewish, Muslim, Christian, and others, have
deep and interconnected histories. As we observe this day, UPF expresses respect for all families affected
by the conflict and reaffirms its readiness to work with leaders, civil society, and faith communities to
advance pathways of dialogue and cooperation.
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Call to Action

Become an Ambassador for Peace - Join a global network of leaders, changemakers, and
community builders committed to advancing peace, dialogue, and moral leadership.

Get Involved in UPF - UK's Charitable Work - Support our programmes in interfaith cooperation,
youth leadership, gender equality, and community service. Your participation helps build bridges
across cultures and strengthens social cohesion in the UK.

Become a Supporter of UPF - UK - Become a Monthly Donor by contributing regularly to sustain
our mission. Your support enables long-term peace initiatives, leadership training, and the growth
of the Ambassadors for Peace network.










