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Understanding ideological manipulation: American academic on 

how ordinary people are misled by good intentions when evil 

appears as good 

 

In the third installment of his six-part opinion series Are We Truly 

Prepared in Our Current World Situation?, published on 12 May 

2026 by the international headquarters of the Family Federation for 

World Peace and Unification, Dr. David Carlson argues that one of 

the greatest challenges facing contemporary society is not merely 

political conflict or ideological disagreement, but the inability of 

many people to recognize how destructive ideas can spread through 

otherwise decent and well-intentioned individuals. 

 

Carlson's discussion in the section titled "The Nature of Communism 

and How It Uses People", draws heavily upon the work of Fred 

Schwarz, whose analysis of communist strategy sought to explain why revolutionary movements are 

often able to attract support far beyond the ranks of committed party members. 

 

To understand Carlson's argument, it is useful first to understand the background of Dr. Fred Schwarz and 

the publication he cites. Fred Schwarz (1913 - 2009) was an Australian physician who became one of the 

most influential anti-communist educators of the twentieth century. 

 

Concerned by the global expansion of Marxist-Leninist ideology during the Cold War, he devoted much 

of his life to explaining communist doctrine, strategy, and methods to public audiences. In 1953 he 

founded the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, which organized lectures, seminars, and publications 

throughout the United States and other countries. 

 

Schwarz became especially known for presenting complex ideological questions in a way that ordinary 

citizens could understand. The source cited by Carlson, What Is Communism, originated as a lecture 

series delivered by Schwarz and later published by Chantico in Long Beach, California. The work sought 

to describe not only communist philosophy itself but also the broader network of supporters, 

sympathizers, and unwitting collaborators that, in Schwarz's view, enabled communist movements to gain 

influence within democratic societies. 

 

Although written during the Cold War and reflecting the political assumptions of that era, the publication 
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remains an important historical example of anti-communist thought and has continued to influence certain 

religious and political commentators. 

 

Drawing upon Schwarz's framework, Carlson notes that people 

associated with communist causes can be divided into several 

categories. The first group consists of committed communists 

themselves - individuals who consciously embrace and advance 

communist ideology. Beyond them, however, lie several 

additional categories that Schwarz believed were often more 

significant because of their numbers and social influence. 

 

One such category is that of "fellow travelers". These are 

individuals who may not formally belong to communist 

organizations but who nonetheless support policies, movements, 

or cultural trends that advance communist objectives. Whether 

through political activism, intellectual advocacy, or participation 

in social campaigns, their actions align with goals that they may 

not fully acknowledge or recognize. 

 

Another group is composed of sympathizers. According to 

Schwarz, these individuals often believe that communist 

movements can be moderated through understanding, tolerance, 

or goodwill. They may hope that revolutionary organizations 

will eventually become constructive partners in society if given 

sufficient acceptance and encouragement. Carlson questions this 

assumption, arguing that such optimism underestimates the 

fundamentally destructive nature that thinkers critical of communism have historically attributed to its 

ideology. From this perspective, sincere hopes for accommodation can become a source of vulnerability 

rather than a path toward reconciliation. 

 

Schwarz also identified what he called "pseudo-liberals". These are often educated professionals, 

academics, intellectuals, lawyers, and others who are deeply engaged in theoretical discussions about 

society and social reform. They frequently champion causes involving justice, equality, or civil liberties. 

Carlson suggests that such individuals may sincerely believe they are advancing noble principles, yet they 

can become detached from practical realities. In Schwarz's analysis, they sometimes employ legal or 

intellectual arguments in ways that unintentionally support movements whose ultimate objectives are far 

more radical than the values they publicly profess. 

 

Perhaps the most striking category is that of the "dupe". Drawing 

upon dictionary definitions, Schwarz describes a dupe as a 

person who is easily deceived or misled. Such individuals need 

not possess malicious intentions. On the contrary, they are often 

patriotic, compassionate, and genuinely concerned about 

improving society. Their vulnerability lies not in bad motives but 

in their inability to recognize when they are being manipulated 

by more determined ideological actors. Because they respond 

readily to appeals framed as humanitarian, moral, or socially 

beneficial, they can be recruited into campaigns whose deeper 

purposes remain hidden from them. From Schwarz's perspective, 

the list would likely have included: 

 

Peace movements 

 

Nuclear disarmament campaigns 

 

Anti-war coalitions 

 

Anti-fascist organizations 

 

Anti-colonial and national liberation campaigns 

 

Civil-rights and anti-racism campaigns 

 

International friendship societies 

 

Student protest movements 

 

Certain labor and trade-union initiatives 
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Campaigns against military spending 

 

Carlson argues that these categories remain relevant in the 

present day. In his view, many people who contribute to harmful 

ideological movements are neither openly revolutionary nor 

consciously evil. Rather, they participate because they have 

accepted certain narratives, assumptions, or social pressures 

without fully examining their origins and consequences. As a 

result, they may unknowingly assist agendas that contradict the 

very values they believe they are defending. 

 

This concern connects to a broader theme within the Unification 

Principles. Those basic teachings of the Family Federation point 

out that evil does not always present itself openly as evil. People 

may sincerely believe they are advancing justice, progress, or 

humanitarian ideals while unknowingly supporting forces that 

oppose God's providence. Thus, individuals can become 

participants in destructive historical movements without 

recognizing the spiritual implications of their actions. 

 

One of the most relevant statements in the Unification Principles 

appears in the discussion of the relationship between good and 

evil throughout history: 

 

"Throughout history, evil people have often masqueraded as 

good people, by advancing causes and policies which superficially appear good." 

 

This theme is developed further in the Introduction's explanation of how conflicting ideologies emerge 

and how people can be drawn into movements that appear righteous while actually serving purposes 

contrary to God's providence. The Introduction argues that the struggle of history is not simply between 

obviously good people and obviously evil people, but between forces and ideas whose true character is 

not always immediately apparent. 

 

David Carlson contends that many people today are convinced they are promoting goodness, justice, or 

progress while remaining unaware of the larger ideological currents influencing their thinking. The 

central warning of this section is therefore not directed solely at committed ideological activists but at 

ordinary citizens as well. Vigilance, discernment, and a willingness to examine the underlying 

assumptions behind social and political movements are presented as essential safeguards in a rapidly 

changing world. 

 

In this way, Carlson's discussion extends beyond a narrow critique of communism and becomes a broader 

reflection on how ideas influence human behavior. His underlying message is that societies are most 

vulnerable when people cease to question the forces shaping their beliefs and actions. Understanding the 

difference between conscious commitment, sympathetic support, intellectual rationalization, and 

unwitting participation is therefore portrayed as an important step toward preserving both personal 

integrity and social responsibility. 

 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed are those of the author. 

 

Dr. David Carlson is an educator and author with over 30 years of experience teaching world 

religions, philosophy, and family values. He holds a Ph.D. from Claremont Graduate University 

and spent more than a decade in South Korea as a professor of Korean history and culture. Until 

his retirement in 2014, Dr. Carlson served on the faculty of the Cheongshim Graduate School of 

Theology. His published works include Sunrise on Christology and The Dawning of a New 

Culture, as well as serving as co-editor of Explorations in Unificationism. Having held both 

academic and pastoral positions throughout his career, he currently resides in Indianapolis, 

Indiana. 
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