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Hello Goldies, Welcome! We hope you enjoy!

This month's newsletter contains a Message from Dr. Frank Lagrotteria,
insights from Alison Wakelin's Universe with a Purpose, a humorous
family experience from Larry Moffitt and Part 12 of Michael Downey's
History of Korea! We hope that you continue to enjoy the Golden Age

Newsletter!

Shall I Make 3 Booths?



by Dr. Frank Lagrotteria

17 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and
John his brother, and led them up a high mountain apart. 2And he
was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and
his garments became white as light. 3 And behold, there appeared to
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus,
“Lord, it is well that we are here; if you wish, | will make three booths
here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” ® He was
still speaking, when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a
voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased; listen to him.” 8 When the disciples heard this, they fell
on their faces, and were filled with awe. 7 But Jesus came and
touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they
lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. ® And as they
were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no
one the vision, until the Son of man is raised from the dead.”

The Transfiguration Matthew 17 1-9 RSV/(CE)

| chose this passage, for a very specific reason. Jesus came as the Messiah. The
Lord. The King of Kings. The Son of God, the only begotten Son of God. What an
incredible role, mission and position he had. No one understood what this meant.
It was beyond anyone’s capacity to understand in that period of time.

The Jewish tradition didn't really paint an accurate picture of what the Messiah
might be like, or what that role might entail. When we look back by reading the
Gospels, when we study biblical literature, we come to understand that Jesus was



an amazing human being. He was able to heal others, he touched their hearts in
a profound way and, after his passing, after the crucifixion, within a relatively short
period of time, Christianity and the message of salvation spread like wildfire.
Christianity has since influenced the entire planet, transforming Western
civilization in the process.

In order for us to set the table for what is happening on the Mount of
Transfiguration, we need to imagine the context of the situation. Seen through just
an historical lens, Jesus is an amazing figure, and even a supernatural figure, as
our Christian friends will doubtless remind us that Jesus is God Himself. Imagine
then if you were anywhere near this man—he carrying such an amazing mission
of being the Messiah, the one who comes to save human beings. He has such a
lofty goal and yet, he gathers around him lowly fishermen, tax collectors and
prostitutes. These followers are not highly educated people, not very
sophisticated and certainly not scholars, religious leaders, or the cream of the
crop, so to speak. But they are nevertheless simple, sincere, common,
hardworking types—perhaps not really understanding much of what Jesus has
been saying or certainly not who he is. In some ways, they really don’t know who
they're dealing with.

Jesus leads Peter, James, and John up a high mountain. | love that high mountain.
For those of you who hike, and | do, a high mountain is very different than, say,
foothills. A high mountain is challenging like when we visited Masada the site of the
AD 72-74 siege during the pilgrimages to Israel from 2003 — 2006. There's Jesus
leading Peter, James and John up this high mountain, and surely, he is prodding
them and encouraging them to keep going. When they reach the top, suddenly
Jesus is transformed. What does it mean? From a Divine Principle perspective, it
most likely means that he was talking about his spiritual body and the spiritual
bodies of Elijah and Moses, who have likewise appeared. Divine Principle
describes human life in the three stages, the womb (water), the earth (air), and the
spirit world (love). In the Spirit World, we are told we have a spirit body. These three
spirit bodies appear and are seen by Peter, James and John. To an earthly eye, or
an earthly perspective, they would appear to be bright shining lights beyond
anything that they had ever seen before. It is not hard to imagine that Peter, James,
and John were completely overwhelmed by this scene.

| think it's beautiful what Peter says here in verse 4—"Lord, it is good for us to be
here.” Peter is like a giddy small child, saying innocently, “Daddy, thank you! Thank
you for bringing me! Thank you so much,” but actually they have no idea what is
going on. Yet, they somehow feel so happy that they've been included and that
they are part of whatever is happening in this fantastic scene portrayed in the
Gospel. Whatever Papa is up to now, whatever Jesus is up to, they feel they have
been privileged to participate.



Peter says; “Lord, it is well that we are here” Then what does he say? He says:
“Shall | make three booths here, one for you and one for Moses and one for
Elijah?” Peter has no idea what this “conference” between Jesus, Moses and
Elijah is about. From the Principle, we understand the incredibly significant role of
the central figure in God's Providence and how success and failure lie in the
balance. We can only imagine what was being discussed. Jesus may have been
conferring with Moses and Elijah about his mission. Perhaps they were
discussing what was going on and how it was developing. Perhaps they were
considering whether any changes needed to happen, or if there was anything to
worry about. | mean, who knows what they were talking about, but he was up
there meeting with key providential figures from the Bible—Moses and Elijah.

Peter certainly has no idea what they're talking about. But, in his capacity, he
offers to build three booths. What Peter knows is how to build things. He offers
what he has, what he knows. He offers the best that he can give, which is to
make three booths. He may have naively said, “I'll get out my axe, hammer, nails
and wood and I'll create the greatest booths you have ever seen. Wouldn't that be
great? Would that be helpful? Could | help in some way?” I'm using this story to
illustrate our own role in the Providence of fulfilling God’s Will. We all have a role.
It could be as simple as preparing a meal for a guest or as simple as greeting
someone at the airport, preparing a gift, making a flower arrangement, or having a
scholarly conference about the deeper issues of philosophy and religion. There
are all kinds of ways of participating; one size does not fit all. My point is that you
can only do what you are capable of doing. You can only offer what you

have. Peter was a good example of someone who could build things, which he
offered to Jesus. Perhaps it wasn't what Jesus needed. That might be the same
with our own experience with our True Parents. True Father and True Mother may
have needed a lot more than we could offer, but we offered what we could. |
certainly did. I'm not a scholar, I'm not a theologian. I'm just a worker-bee that
wants to get the work done. | was given an opportunity to serve in terms of
preparing conferences for many years. | did that. | think | was good at it. |
enjoyed doing it. | learned, constantly learned and tried to tweak the process and
improve the way that we did things—the way we invited people, the way we took
care of them, the way we paid for it, and the way we staffed it—in short everything
that related to the care that was needed.

My job wasn't to teach them anything, except perhaps modeling principled
behaviors. My job was to just physically care for them, making sure that all
external obstacles were removed from their environment so that they were free to
go listen to what True Father and True Mother had to say. Whether it was the
overall conference theme of good governance, or it was the very specific
moments when True Father spoke to them, because he always did, at least for



the majority of our time together, my role was to make the pathway smooth. We
made sure the guests were eating well, sleeping well, receiving the information
that helped them navigate the environment and so forth.

All of this happened so that when those guests were in that moment with the True
Parents, with the Central Figures of our time, that they could receive those words
and act on them in an appropriate fashion. We weren't asked to be those people;
we were asked to take care of those people. We tried to do our best. That's what
| mean. You make an offering where you are. You do what you can. Of course, if
we find ourselves short in our own area, we should repent, reflect and improve.
But if we find ourselves short in areas that we can't even reach, or even imagine,
or even aspire to, perhaps all we can do is say, “Heavenly Father, I'm sorry, I'm
not enough. | am not equal to this task, but create in me the capacity you need. *

| remember vividly in the lead up to Foundation Day in 2013 that True Father
instructed us to bring the highest echelon of religious leaders, political leaders,
and the top thinkers and scholars, including media professionals and VIPs to the
event in Korea. I'm always so deeply amazed and appreciative of our brothers
and sisters in the field—especially the UPF leadership out there in the different
countries. Back in the day when True Father gave such an instruction, that was
scary. For most, myself included, we had no experience with this kind of super
high-level outreach. These beautiful brothers and sisters, with faith as their
weapon, knocked on those doors and found ways into Presidential Palaces and
the highest seats of power throughout the world. There was a straight-up, vertical
learning curve. But they did it. They did it. They broke through. On Foundation
Day, our dear brothers and sisters gathered the largest number of VIPs in our
movement’s history that had ever participated or had ever come to an event that
was sponsored by our True Parents. It was a profoundly successful event.



Even though Father wasn’t able to physically preside, Holy Mother Han welcomed
all the guests and convened a state-level dinner with 13 current leaders of
government. Thus, we were able to continue the momentum that was built up in
the previous years and convene that event, gather those people together, and
make an offering.

My conclusion is: Everybody has a role in God's Providence. From the smallest to
the greatest. There is no need to compare. Whatever we're called to do, we try to
do it with our best self, our most sincere heart. Try to remember what Peter said;
“Lord, it is well that we are here; Shall | make you three booths?”

Make your three booths with all your heart; make it an offering to Heaven.

Thank you.









Unification Thoughts

A Universe With Purpose

by Alison Wakelin

Following an incredibly fertile seventeenth century, in which Newton, Leibniz and
others originated a mechanistic model of the universe, science quite rapidly gave
rise to an understanding of the universe that really didn’t require a creator at all.
Maybe the Creator might have started the whole thing off, but after that there was
little need for any input beyond the laws of science . . . .

To read more, please click here!

Arts and Culture



Pay Attention to Geography Class

By Larry Moffit

Driving up to daughter Theresa's graduation, we stopped in Lancaster, PA to eat
at one of the Amish villages (tourist attractions). Each one has a restaurant with a
craft foods market, souvenirs, etc. The actual Amish people live their lives away
from the tourists, which is the way they want it. The theme park-like attractions

make money and so everyone wins.

We stopped at a convenience store and sent son John (19) inside by himself to ask

directions. It went like this:

To read more, please click here!

“From Searching for SanViejo: Notes to My Younger Self,“ available on Amazon

(link).




Testimonies, Tributes and
Thoughts

A History of Korea, Part 12

by Michael Downey

| first visited South Korea in 1995. | flew into Gimpo Airport without a plan, with
nothing but the spirit of adventure and a little cash in my pocket. | hopped into a
taxi with no language skills and no destination to help the driver. | just said, "Seoul,"

and pointed . . ..

To read more, please click here!




True Parents In America

True Parents in America: A Chronology, 1965-2025 is a joint project of the
Sunhak Institute of History USA, the Hyo Jeong East Garden Museum, and the
Family Federation for World Peace and Unification. The chronology documents
True Parents’ day-to-day activities in the United States over a span of 60 years
from True Father’s first visit in February 1965 through True Mother’s visit to New
York and Las Vegas in January 2025.

The scope of True Parents’ work in America is immense but includes three major
emphases. First and foremost, True Parents proclaimed God’s Word. The
chronology includes every recorded sermon, every speech delivered by True
Parents during public speaking tours, all recorded commentaries delivered as part
of daily Hoon Dok Hae gatherings for reading and study, all proclamations and all
conference addresses. Second, True Parents exercised spiritual and pastoral
leadership. The chronology documents the establishment of holy grounds, holy
marriage blessings officiated by True Parents, holy day celebrations, Director and
Leader Meetings, workshops and training sessions in which True Parents
participated, visits to centers in the field, prayer conditions, fishing conditions and
tournaments, declarations of milestones in the providence and their initiation of
new movement traditions. Third, True Parents pursued initiatives consistent with
their vision of social and cultural transformation. The chronology documents their
work with scientists, religious leaders, civic officials, academics, artists, journalists
and others, their establishment of organizations and federations dedicated to
world peace, and their development of economic enterprises dedicated to
technological equalization and alleviation of world hunger. In addition, True
Parents endured public opposition and prosecution, even persecution, as
recorded in this chronology.



Sources used for this chronology include Unification Church/Family Federation
periodicals, books, websites, speech collections, online and print chronologies,
travel and visitor records, personal journals, eyewitness accounts, and non-
Unification materials, i.e., books, investigative reports and newspaper accounts.
Specific citations for each entry in the chronology will be listed in an online source
document.

— Michael L. Mickler, Chair of the True Parents in America: A Chronology, 1965-
2025 Editorial Committee
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Hardcover
store.familyfed,org/products/true-parents-in-america-a-chronoloqy-1965-
20257 pos=1& sid=cc2370508& ss=r

Looking for more Articles

Photo credit: Carol Pobanz

The Golden Age Newsletter began as a small Clifton Senior newsletter about 3

years ago.

ARTICLE GUIDELINES



Purpose: The Golden Age newsletter has been created as a means to keep our elder

community connected to one another. Articles are not in any way meant to

proselytize or push a point of view.

Itis a place to share God’s Love - what is positive in our life as a result of finding

our Heavenly Parent and True Parents.

Motto: “This is the Dawning of our New Age” - We are always in the process of

redefining ourselves as we grow older and as we add experiences to our lives.

Therefore, we must consider how God can use us even when we may be decreasing

in our physical capabilities.

The e-newsletter is broken down into eight sections:

0.

A Featured Message of Inspiration - Helping others to feel hope and inspiration for
the establishment of CIG.

“Unification Thoughts” - any educational article on the "Fifth Realm of Heart" -
Grandparents’ heart

History Byte — A short article on a positive memory, a funny or affectionate story
about experiences in the church with True Parents or with brothers and sisters or
an article about the development/experience of helping to develop one of True
Parents’ providential projects or events.

Arts and Culture - A sharing about one's talents, hobbies or interests and how this
relates to sharing God's love (to family, community, nation or world).

Tributes and Testimonies- a personal testimony of one or more life learning
experiences or a Tribute to a spouse, friend, or leader

Health - An article that relates to health (physical or mental), possibly providing a
link to an article you think might be interesting or important to other seniors.

I Love being a Grandparent - stories about grandparenting or about things to do
with grandchildren

Recipe - Preferably a healthy recipe along with 2-3 paragraphs about what makes it
a good or memorable recipe.

Book Review - report on a book that inspires thoughts toward a world of peace

10. Bulletin board - reports on personal activities, or request help on a project

Did someone forward this to you? Subscribe to the Golden Age

Newsletter here!





