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[Feature Interview] 

 

"Exposing Someone's Faith Is an Invasion of Privacy" 

 

Ruling in Lawsuit Against Eito Suzuki on 8th October 

 

by Takahide Ishii (石井孝秀) 

 

A ruling will be handed down on 8th October by the Tokyo 

District Court in a lawsuit brought by A, a male member of the 

Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (FFWPU, 

formerly the Unification Church), who claims that journalist Eito 

Suzuki (鈴木エイト) violated his privacy by exposing his 

religious faith, photograph, and real name to the public. A is 

seeking ¥10 million in damages and the deletion of the relevant 

article posted on Suzuki's X (formerly Twitter) account. 

 

Ahead of the ruling, A spoke about the background to the lawsuit 

and how he feels about the matter today. 

 

Interviewer: Takahide Ishii (石井孝秀) 

- 

 What led you to file a lawsuit against Eito Suzuki for violating 

your privacy? 

 

At the time, I was living in a particular community where I had 

been the representative of a volunteer organization since around 

2015. We regularly organized activities such as neighborhood 

cleanups and visits to historical sites, and local children also participated during the summer holidays. 
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I am not a member of the local community myself, but when a parent and child I knew in the area asked 

me for advice about starting a children's cafeteria, I helped them get it started and cooperated with the 

activities. 

 

However, after the assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (安倍晋三), Suzuki began labeling 

the Family Federation and its members as antisocial, and my activities in the community also became a 

target of criticism. 

 

A reporter from Shukan Bunshun even came 

directly to my home to interview me after 

receiving information from Suzuki. Both my 

family and I were terrified, wondering how they 

had found out where I lived. However, in the 

Shukan Bunshun article, my name was given 

only by its initials. 

 

Then, around 2023, at a lecture attended by more than 300 

people, Suzuki displayed a photograph showing former Minister 

of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Hakubun 

Shimomura (下村博文) visiting the children's cafeteria. I was 

also visible in the photograph. In doing so, Suzuki revealed that I 

was a member of the Unification Church, as well as my full name 

and the name of the volunteer organization I headed. 

 

- Suzuki has described the volunteer organization as a "disguised 

volunteer organization" used for missionary purposes, claiming 

that it concealed its "true identity" as a religious organization. 

He says he exposed your personal information because it was 

necessary to warn people about it. 

 

I was simply engaged in activities for the benefit of the local 

community. If you say that we were "hiding our identity," it 

sounds as though we were operating under false names. But I 

was carrying out these activities openly under my real name. 

 

Volunteering was something that gave my life meaning. It was neither intended for missionary purposes 

nor a cover for hiding the organization's identity. 

 

Suzuki also made posts on X referring to my activities at the children's cafeteria. Although he used only 

my initials in the text, some of the images he uploaded included captions in katakana spelling out my 

name. 

 

Some of my fellow volunteers were 

understanding of my faith. But there were also 

people who took Suzuki's posts at face value 

and reacted negatively, saying things like, "Is 

this a church organization?" 

 

I have also become estranged from people 

with whom I worked at the children's 

cafeteria. I probably will never be able to go 

there again. 

 

- The first oral hearing was held in September 

2024, and the trial concluded in July this year. 

 

During my opening statement, I became so 

emotional that I unexpectedly began to cry. I 

appealed to the presiding judge: "Are 

members of the Unification Church not 

allowed to volunteer?" 

 

However, Suzuki subsequently wrote an 

article suggesting that my tears had merely been an act, and that I had been conferring calmly with my 

attorney even while riding in the elevator. None of this was true, and I found it extremely offensive. 

 

The defense has also pointed out that, on a business-oriented social-media platform on which I had 

registered long before the assassination, I had included my name and the fact that I was an employee of 

  
Shukan Bunshun  

Hakobun Shimomura (2012) 

 
Hearing case that highlights the risks of exposing 

religious affiliation amid growing public hostility 

against Family Federation: Tokyo District Court. 

Here, the joint building of the Tokyo igh Court, 

Tokyo District Court, and Tokyo Summary Court in 

Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo, Japan (2012) 



 

 

the religious organization in my profile. They argue that I had "absolutely no intention of hiding" my 

faith. 

 

But the manner in which information is made public, and the circumstances in which it is disclosed, are 

entirely different matters. 

 

There is a significant difference between voluntarily making your personal information public yourself 

and having a third party expose your real name, religious faith, and other personal attributes to an 

unspecified number of people at a time when criticism of the religious organization is intensifying. 

 

Precisely because we are living in the current climate, I believe that when it comes to people who are 

particularly important to me, if I am going to tell them about my faith, I want to do so directly and with 

care. 

 

- What do you hope society will take away from this lawsuit? 

 

I know several fellow believers who have experienced something similar: they have been labeled 

"Unification Church members" and, based on the assumption that they might be using community 

activities for missionary work while hiding their identity, have been pushed out of those activities. 

 

It is truly unreasonable. Why should activities that were appreciated by the local community have to be 

destroyed? 

 

The Constitution guarantees freedom of conscience, and when the dissolution order was decided, the 

Tokyo High Court also recognized that the human rights of believers are protected. 

 

Yet the current situation is that discrimination is being justified by a prevailing social atmosphere that 

says, "The Family Federation is a bad organization." 

 

I want Japan to be a country where, regardless of what religion people believe in, not only their faith and 

privacy are protected, but also their right to participate and contribute actively in society. 
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