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No charges against South Korean special
prosecutors after CIO finds insufficient
evidence that investigators deliberately
delayed or concealed the case

Yoon Yeong-ho, former director
general of the international
headquarters of the Family
Federation, February 11, 2022

Yonhap News, South Korea's
designated public news agency
and the country's largest wire
service

The South Korean Corruption Investigation Office for High-
ranking Officials (CIO) has cleared Special Prosecutor Min

Joong-gi (215 7|) and other members of the former Kim Keon-

hee (& 713]) special prosecutor team of allegations that they

deliberately conducted a biased investigation into alleged
political donations by the Family Federation for World Peace and
Unification. The decision, announced on 29th September 2026,
concerned accusations that the special prosecutor's office had
obtained evidence of alleged payments to politicians from both
the ruling and opposition camps but had investigated only
politicians affiliated with the conservative People Power Party.

See also Alleged Bias: Investigating the Investigators

See also S Korea's Special Prosecutors: A Political Tool?

The decision was reported by a large number of South Korean
media outlets.

Evidence was obtained but not immediately transferred

According to Yonhap News, the CIO concluded on 28th
September that there was insufficient evidence to establish
criminal responsibility. Its investigation confirmed that a
prosecutor working for the Kim Keon-hee (Z 713]) special
prosecutors had obtained testimony from former Family

Federation World Headquarters director Yoon Yeong-ho (= @ 2) indicating that money or valuables had

been given to politicians. The prosecutors prepared a report on the interview, and the information was



subsequently reported to special prosecutor Min himself.

Prominent politician in governing
party cleared: Jeon Jae-soo (2023)

investigate them at that time.

However, Yonhap noted that the special prosecutor's team did
not immediately undertake separate investigative measures
concerning the testimony. The case was eventually transferred to
the police in December 2025, approximately three and a half
months after the testimony had been obtained.

The issue became politically contentious because Yoon had
reportedly mentioned politicians from both major political
camps. In particular, he said that he had given two expensive

watches and tens of millions of won to Jeon Jae-soo (T4 XH =),
then a Democratic Party lawmaker and later Busan mayor,
allegedly in connection with requests concerning Family

Federation interests such as the proposed Korea-Japan undersea
tunnel. Yoon also reportedly said that he had provided money to

former Democratic Party lawmaker Lim Jong-seong (&5 -8).

The special counsel team had, however, treated these allegations
as outside the scope of its investigation and did not formally

The CIO found no evidence of deliberate concealment

or3

Hankyoreh, one of South Korea's
largest and most influential daily
newspapers

Hankyoreh focused particularly on what the CIO discovered
about the special prosecutor team's internal handling of the
information. It reported that the team had not simply ignored
Yoon's testimony. Investigators found evidence that the
testimony had been registered as a separate preliminary
investigation and that the possibility of transferring the matter to
another investigative agency had been considered.

According to the CIO, statements from the Special Prosecutor, former Special Prosecutor Deputy Park

HFAFX]|

Sang-jin (55 1)) and prosecutors involved in the matter were consistent: they said that they had

considered accepting the case formally and then transferring it to another competent investigative body.
Internal documents seized during CIO searches of the special prosecutor's offices also reportedly

contained evidence of such discussions.

Hankyoreh further reported that the prosecutors consistently denied receiving instructions from Min or
Park to delay or conceal the investigation.

Munhwa Ilbo, a conservative
newspaper and South Korea's only
national evening daily, ranking
among the top ten dailies by
circulation

Newspim, a prominent South
Korean economic and financial
news agency and multimedia
company based in Seoul

Munhwa Ilbo likewise highlighted the significance of the internal
documents. The newspaper reported that the CIO conducted two
searches of the special prosecutor's offices and seized computers
and mobile phones belonging to Min and Park. Investigators
subsequently questioned members of the investigative team and,
more recently, Min himself as a suspect.

Despite confirming that the testimony had been placed in the
investigation record without additional immediate investigative
action, the CIO concluded that this alone did not constitute
criminal dereliction of duty.

The legal question was not simply whether there had been a
delay

A central point emphasized by several outlets was the distinction
between delayed action and the criminal offence of dereliction of
duty.

Newspim quoted the CIO as explaining that, under Supreme Court precedent, merely delaying an
investigation or making an error in the course of one's duties does not automatically constitute dereliction
of duty. Prosecutors must establish that a public official consciously abandoned or neglected an official

responsibility.

The CIO acknowledged that approximately three and a half months elapsed between the acquisition of



Yoon's testimony and its eventual transfer to the police. But it concluded that the delay itself was
insufficient to establish criminal intent, particularly because internal discussions about registering and
transferring the case had continued during that period.

Kyunghyang Shinmun similarly stressed the Supreme Court
precedent that simple investigative delays or mistakes in carrying
out official duties do not by themselves amount to dereliction of
Kyunghyang Shinmun, a large and | duty. The newspaper reported that the CIO found no evidence
influential South Korean national that Min, his deputy or other prosecutors had instructed

daily, ranked among the top ten in investigators to delay or conceal the case.

terms of circulation
4 Was the matter actually within the special prosecutor's
jurisdiction?

Another important element of the CIO's reasoning concerned the
legal scope of the Kim Keon-hee Special Counsel Act.

Yonhap News reported that the CIO said it would be difficult to
conclude definitively that the alleged receipt of money by
politicians fell within the statutory investigative mandate of the
Kim Keon-hee special prosecutors. Consequently, even if Yoon's
testimony were assumed to be truthful, the special prosecutor
team could reasonably have considered the allegations outside its
jurisdiction.

Hankyoreh made a related point: although the special counsel
law contains provisions concerning the transfer of unfinished
investigations when the special prosecutor's investigative period

Special Cgunsel Act named after ends, it does not clearly specify a particular deadline for
F ormer First Lady of South Korea transferring a matter that the special prosecutors consider outside
Kim Keon-hee their statutory investigative scope.

This distinction was therefore central to the CIO's decision. The question was not simply whether the
special prosecutor team should have acted sooner, but whether its handling of the information
demonstrated an intentional abandonment of a legal duty.

The later investigation

Munhwa Ilbo reported that the case involving Jeon and other political figures was ultimately transferred
to the police when the special prosecutor's investigative period ended in December 2025. It was
subsequently investigated by a joint prosecution-police investigative unit dealing with alleged political-
religious corruption.

According to the newspaper, the investigation into the alleged receipt of money by Jeon and other
political figures was eventually closed through decisions not to refer the cases for prosecution or because
prosecution was considered legally unavailable. Four people, including a former aide to Jeon, were
instead indicted on evidence-destruction charges, with a first-instance ruling scheduled for 30th
September.

Meanwhile, MBC News summarized the CIO's conclusion as
follows: although the special prosecutor team had obtained and
MBC News, the news division of in‘Eemally repprted Yoon‘s allegations, there was no evidence that
the Munhwa Broadcasting Min or other investigators had ordered the mves_tl.gatlon to be
Corporation (MBC), one of South delayed or concealed. Nor cou}d the. al'leged poht}cal payments
necessarily be regarded as falling within the special prosecutor's

Korea's four major nationwide
statutory mandate.

television and radio networks.

The 29th September reports establish a distinction between the factual handling of Yoon's allegations and
the criminal question of whether that handling amounted to intentional dereliction of duty. The CIO
confirmed that the testimony was obtained, reported to senior members of the special prosecutor team,
and not immediately transferred to another investigative authority. At the same time, it found evidence
that the possibility of transferring the matter had been considered internally and found no evidence of an
instruction to suppress or conceal it. On that basis, the CIO concluded that the evidence was insufficient

to establish criminal responsibility and closed the case with a finding of "no charges" (& 2| 81 &).




See also Alleged Bias: Investigating the Investigators

See also S Korea's Special Prosecutors: A Political Tool?
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