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Lack of evidence Mother Han is linked to political funding. Illustration: ChatGPT 

 

Unificationism officials indicted over unlawful political 

donations as Hak Ja Han and her assistant are cleared due to 

lack of proof 

 

A large number of South Korean media outlets reported on 11th 

and 12th August on the investigation into alleged political 

influence-peddling by the Family Federation for World Peace 

and Unification (FFWPU), commonly known in Korea as 

Unificationism (통일교), particularly during the time when Yoon 

Yeong-ho (윤영호) was the Director-General of the religious 

organization's world headquarters. 

 

The current investigation reached an important stage on 11th 

August, when the especially established Joint Investigation 

Headquarters for Corruption Involving Politics and Religion 

announced the indictment of three senior former officials and the 

summary indictment of six others. 

 

At the same time, FFWPU President Hak Ja Han (한학자) and 

her former chief of staff, Jeong Won-ju (정원주), were not 

referred for prosecution, with investigators concluding that there 

was insufficient evidence that either had directly participated in 

the alleged offenses. 

 

The basic facts are reported consistently by the various media 

outlets, although each emphasizes somewhat different aspects of 

the investigation. 

 

According to Chosun Biz, the Joint Investigation Headquarters, 

headed by Kim Tae-hoon (김태훈), Chief Prosecutor of the 

Daejeon High Prosecutors' Office, indicted without detention 

Yoon Yeong-ho (윤영호), former head of the FFWPU World 
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Headquarters; Song Kwang-seok (송광석), former chairman of the International Association of 

Parliamentarians for Peace (IAPP); and a former Universal Peace Federation (UPF) chairman identified 

by his surname, Lee (이). 

 

They face charges of violating the Political Funds Act and 

occupational embezzlement. Six additional FFWPU officials, 

including district leaders allegedly involved to some degree, 

received summary indictments. 

 

Chosun Ilbo reports essentially the same indictment but puts 

particular emphasis on the fact that Hak Ja Han (한학자) was not 

referred for prosecution. It describes the three principal 

defendants as accused of making approximately KRW 188 

million (about US$130,000) in illegal political donations to 132 

politicians on 218 occasions between September 2019 and 

January 2025. According to the investigators, the funds were 

provided under the names of individual FFWPU associates rather 

than directly in the organization's name. 

 

The central allegation, as presented by both Chosun publications, 

is not simply that money was donated to politicians. Rather, 

investigators allege that the organization used its nationwide 

structure to facilitate political contributions while cultivating relationships with politicians who attended 

FFWPU-sponsored events. The stated purpose, according to the investigation headquarters, was to expand 

the FFWPU's religious influence through the politicians participating in those events. 

 

The scale of the investigation is highlighted particularly clearly by 

Chosun Biz and Yonhap News. Investigators searched 24 locations, 

including the Cheon Jeong Temple, traced approximately 480 bank accounts, and questioned 82 people 

connected with the case. These investigative measures were presented as part of an effort to establish 

whether organizational funds had been diverted and used for political contributions. 

 

Yonhap News provides somewhat more institutional detail. It identifies Yoon as the former Director-

General of the FFWPU World Headquarters and explains the nature of the summary indictments issued 

against six other officials. A summary indictment is a procedure under which prosecutors ask a court to 

impose a fine or other penalty without proceeding initially through a full criminal trial. 

 

A particularly significant point, emphasized by Yonhap News 

and Chosun Ilbo, concerns the distinction between the officials 

who were indicted and the two senior figures who were not. 

Investigators concluded that there was insufficient evidence that 

Hak Ja Han (한학자) or Jeong Won-ju (정원주) had directly 

participated in the alleged offenses. The investigation concerning 

them was therefore closed without referral to prosecutors, and the 

relevant records were returned. 

 

The same reasoning was applied to the 132 politicians who 

received the contributions. Most of the Korean media reports 

state that investigators concluded that the politicians themselves 

were unaware that the money deposited into their accounts had 

allegedly been provided by Family Federation-related 

organizations for specific purposes. Consequently, none of the 

132 politicians was prosecuted in connection with these allegations. 

 

This distinction is important because the investigation's conclusions do not amount to a finding that the 

alleged donations were lawful. Rather, according to the reports, investigators allege that the FFWPU-

related officials who arranged the donations violated the Political Funds Act, while concluding that there 

was insufficient evidence to prosecute either the politicians who received the money or Hak Ja Han and 

Jeong Won-ju. 

 

The reports also place the case within a broader investigation involving another religious movement, 

Shincheonji [See editor's note below]. The Joint Investigation Headquarters is separately examining 

allegations that some Shincheonji members in the Seoul metropolitan area joined the Democratic Party of 

Korea (DPK) ahead of the 3rd June 2026 local elections, potentially in violation of the Public Official 

Election Act. 
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Here the reports differ slightly in emphasis. Chosun Ilbo adds an allegation that Shincheonji [See editor's 

note below] members may have been encouraged to join the Democratic Party in connection with 

disputes over obtaining approval to change the designated use of buildings for religious facilities. Chosun 

Biz and Yonhap News, by contrast, mention the broader investigation without providing as much detail 

about the alleged motivation. 

 

Finally, Yonhap News quotes the Joint Investigation Headquarters 

as saying that it will continue to conduct a "strict and swift" 

investigation into other allegations involving both the Family 

Federation and Shincheonji [See editor's note below]. 

 

The various media reports portray the 11th August announcement 

as a mixed outcome for the prosecution's investigation of the 

FFWPU: nine officials face charges, including three who have 

been formally indicted for trial, but investigators did not establish 

sufficient evidence to prosecute Hak Ja Han (한학자) or Jeong 

Won-ju (정원주), and they likewise found no basis to prosecute 

the 132 politicians who received the alleged contributions. The 

reports therefore distinguish between the alleged institutional 

scheme and the question of individual criminal responsibility at its 

highest level. 

 

 

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor 

 

[Editor's note 1: Shincheonji, officially known as Shincheonji Church of Jesus, the Temple of 

the Tabernacle of the Testimony, is a new religious movement founded in South Korea in 1984 

by Lee Man-hee, who claims to be the promised pastor mentioned in the Bible's Book of 

Revelation. 

 

Shincheonji teaches that the Book of Revelation is being fulfilled through its church and that Lee 

Man-hee has received divine revelation to interpret it. He teaches that South Korea is the location 

where the prophecies of the Book of Revelation are actively playing out in real-time, making it 

the epicenter of the final harvest. Shincheonji focuses on filling the literal 144,000 slots of the 12 

Tribes mentioned in Revelation. Once this number of truly sealed, flawless believers is 

completed, they believe they will rule as kings and priests over the rest of humanity.] 
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