FFWPU Europe and the Middle East: Family Fed's Community Service Efforts

Knut Holdhus
June 17, 2026

Family Federation leaders, staff members, and volunteers gathered in front of the original headquarters
church in Seoul's Cheongpa-dong district at the start of a neighborhood cleanup campaign on 14th June
2026. The slogan in large letters says: "We will make flowers bloom through service, sharing, and
healing!"

Family Federation marks 72 Years in Korea with new
volunteer organization as it launches "Social Contribution
Corps" for charitable and community activities

South Korean online newspaper
TheReport On 15th June 2026, South Korean online news outlet TheReport

(Bl 2|2 E) published an article by reporter Shin Dong-rip

(A& &) describing a significant event held by the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification

(FFWPU), often referred to in South Korea as Unificationism (& & 11). The occasion marked the

movement's 72nd anniversary (Founded on 1st May 1954, commemorated on 1st may according to the
oriental lunar calendar).

The event also featured the official launch of a new nationwide volunteer organization called the "Social

Contribution Corps" (At2| S &1 T, The article presents the initiative as an effort by the Federation to

strengthen its engagement with local communities through practical service activities and to highlight
what it describes as the religious principle of living for the benefit of others.

The anniversary ceremony and launch event took place at
Cheonwon Temple Cheonseung Cathedral in Seoul and brought
together approximately 350 pastors, Unificationism leaders, and
members. According to the report, the new Social Contribution
Corps has been established as a national framework through
which local churches and regional districts can coordinate
volunteer work, charitable activities, and community service
projects. Areas of focus are expected to include environmental
protection, support for disadvantaged and vulnerable populations,
disaster relief efforts, and other forms of social welfare.

The article emphasizes that the organization is intended not
merely as an administrative structure but as a practical expression
of the movement's religious teachings. Family Federation leaders
described service to others as a central component of faith and
argued that religious communities should contribute positively to
society beyond their internal spiritual activities. In this sense, the
Social Contribution Corps is presented as a mechanism through
which members of the religious organization can transform
spiritual ideals into visible acts of public service.

Song Yong-cheon, President of
the Family Federation in Korea,
speaking on 15th June 2026 in
Yongsan, Seoul

A central figure at the event was Song Yong-cheon (&8 %), President of the Family Federation in Korea

and the newly appointed head of the Social Contribution Corps. In his commemorative address, Song
reflected on the movement's seventy-two-year history, characterizing it as a history of practicing "true




love" in society and demonstrating devotion to God. He outlined three major priorities that he believes
should guide the organization in the years ahead.

The first priority is the restoration of what he described as the essence of faith. This involves returning
attention to the core spiritual principles and values that members believe define their religious tradition.
The second priority is organizational reform aimed at increasing transparency and public trust. The third
is a commitment to developing future generations and ensuring that younger members inherit both the
responsibilities and ideals of the movement. According to the article, Song linked these goals directly to
the launch of the Social Contribution Corps, arguing that active service to society can help rebuild trust
while also demonstrating authentic religious commitment.

The article also highlights remarks by Doo Seung-yeon

(& 9), Director of the Family Federation's World Mission

Headquarters. In his speech, Doo stressed continuity between the
movement's founding generation and younger generations. He
argued that Unificationism was established according to divine
purpose rather than merely human initiative and expressed hope
that future generations would continue to develop the
organization while maintaining its foundational ideals. His
comments reflected a broader theme running throughout the
event: the connection between the movement's historical identity
and its aspirations for the future.

In addition to speeches and ceremonial activities, the anniversary
celebration included recognition of long-serving clergy and

Doo Seung-yeon, Director of the leaders of the religious organization. The report describes an
Family Federation's World awards ceremony honoring pastors who had devoted decades of
Mission Headquarters, speaking in | service to the movement. Retired clergy and those with
Yongsan, Seoul on June 15, 2026. exceptionally long records of ministry received plaques of

appreciation presented in the name of the Family Federation's
founders. Other awards recognized pastors with more than fifteen years of service, exemplary families
regarded as positive models within their communities, and churches that had achieved notable results in
conducting the movement's Blessing programs.

The article portrays these awards as expressions of gratitude toward individuals who have spent many
years supporting the movement's religious and organizational activities. By recognizing long-term
dedication, the event sought to reinforce continuity between past achievements and future goals.

Family Federation members in Changwon, in South Gyeongsang Province during a local environmental
clean-up campaign on June 14, 2026

One notable aspect of the initiative described in the article is that the Social Contribution Corps began its
activities immediately after the launch ceremony. Rather than waiting for future projects, participants
moved directly into volunteer service. More than one hundred Unificationism leaders, staff members, and
volunteers gathered at the original headquarters church in Seoul's Cheongpa-dong district, an important
historical site in the movement's Korean development. From there they carried out a neighborhood
cleanup campaign, collecting litter throughout the streets and alleys of Yongsan District.

The report presents this immediate transition from ceremony to service as symbolic of the organization's
intended purpose. Family Federation representatives emphasized that meaningful contribution begins with
practical action rather than words alone. The cleanup activity served as an early demonstration of the type
of community-oriented projects the Social Contribution Corps hopes to promote nationwide.




Another initiative mentioned in the article involves donations to social welfare organizations.
Approximately fifty affiliated institutions and regional church districts contributed ceremonial rice
wreaths, a common form of congratulatory gift in Korea. The rice collected through these wreaths,
totaling one hundred bags, is scheduled to be distributed through the Social Contribution Corps to
organizations that assist vulnerable populations, including food banks and community welfare centers.
This effort reflects the movement's intention to combine commemorative events with charitable giving.

The article also notes that volunteer service was not limited to the launch ceremony itself. On 14th June,
the day before the main event, Family Federation congregations throughout Korea held worship services
marking the movement's 72nd anniversary and then participated in local volunteer activities in their
respective regions. One photograph accompanying the article showed Federation members in Changwon,
in South Gyeongsang Province, taking part in environmental cleanup efforts.

In comments quoted near the end of the article, Ryu In-yong (57 €/ &), Director of External Relations for

the Family Federation, described the Social Contribution Corps as a return to the spirit of the movement's
early years. He argued that service to neighbors and local communities represents a fundamental
expression of religious faith and suggested that the new organization offers a model in which contribution
is demonstrated through action. Ryu also announced plans for a conference later in 2026 where successful
examples of volunteer work would be shared and future initiatives developed.

The article concludes with a brief overview of the Family Federation's history. Founded in Seoul in 1954
under the name Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity, the movement later
became known as the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification. According to the report, it

promotes the ideal of "One Family under God" (StL} 2 Ot2f| Q17 ©F 71%) and maintains missionary
activities and organizational networks in more than 200 countries. The launch of the Social Contribution
Corps is presented as the latest effort to express those ideals through organized community service and
public engagement.

TheReport (C1 2| 2 E) positions itself as a knowledge-based media network that encourages participation
from both experts and citizens.

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor
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