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Ame-no-Uzume (pseudonym, left), co-representative of the Ame-no-Yachimata Association, Yuki 

(pseudonym, center) from the second-generation division, and Usagi (pseudonym, right), being 

interviewed March 30, 2026, afternoon, Tokyo, Japan  

 

Healing when entire families were harmed by faith-breakers - parents misled into 

funding abusive treatment of their adult children, who were coerced to claim 

victimhood to sue the Family Federation 

 

Tokyo, 15th April 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

[Part 7 of a Series] In Search of a Spiritual Anchor - One Month After the Dissolution 

of the Family Federation 

 

An Association Seeking to Repair Family Relationships 

 

by the Religious Freedom Investigative Team of the editorial department of Sekai 

Nippo 

 

See part 1 of the series: Beyond the Ban Believers Sustain 

Community 

 

See part 2 of the series: Transparency Concerns: Non-Disclosure 

of Records 

 

See part 3 of the series: Believers' Social Exclusion, Loss of Civil 

Rights 

 

See part 4 of the series: Media's Role: Frenzy, Silence, and 

Consequences 

 

See part 5 of the series: Liquidation Without Transparency Sparks 

Anxiety 

 

See part 6 of the series: Fear of Return of Coercive Faith-

Breaking Abuse 

 

"Without speaking about abduction and confinement, it is 

impossible to speak about the truth of the Family Federation." 

 

 
Sekai Nippo 

Masumi Fukuda - Japanese 

investigative journalist and 

award-winning nonfiction writer 

(2024) 



 

 

Nonfiction writer Masumi Fukuda (福田ますみ) asserted this in a book she published last year 

(Sacrificed by the State, Asuka Shinsha). 

 

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology's request for a dissolution order 

against the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church), as well 

as the court's decision to dissolve it, rely heavily on testimonies from former believers who were forcibly 

made to renounce their faith by their own family members acting under the guidance of so-called "faith-

breakers" (professional exit counselors) [See editor's note 1 below]. In her book, Fukuda points out that 

"as a final step, faith-breakers encourage former believers to file lawsuits against the religious 

organization they once belonged to." This contributed to inflating the number of alleged "victims". 

 

See also Paper Reveals Hidden Story Behind Dissolution 

 

Another issue that had a major impact on public opinion was the 

so-called "second-generation religious followers" problem. 

Following the assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe, individuals claiming they had religion imposed on them by 

their parents began appearing in the media. Among them, Sayuri 

Ogawa (pseudonym), who says she was raised in a church 

leader's household within the Family Federation, drew particular 

attention. 

 

What the issues of coercive faith-breaking [See editor's note 1 

below] and second-generation believers have in common is the 

theme of "family". Precisely because of the closeness of family 

ties, conflicts over faith become especially difficult, and these 

issues continue to weigh heavily on the religious organization. 

Even if a religious corporation is "dissolved", many believers 

remain believers. However, if those who relied on the church as a 

refuge due to family problems lose that place through liquidation 

procedures, and at the same time face criticism over the 

"dissolution" that further worsens family relationships, their 

future becomes bleak. 

 

A private organization called the "Ame-no-Yachimata Association" [See editor's note 2 below], which 

works toward reconciliation between families involved in coercive faith-breaking [See editor's note 1 

below] and believers who were abducted and confined, has been addressing the repair of fractured parent-

child relationships. 

 

One of its co-representatives, Ame-no-Uzume 

(pseudonym), met her biological brother for the 

first time in 27 years last year and resumed 

contact. Reflecting on their reunion, she said, 

"By talking after so long, we were able to 

understand each other's misunderstandings." 

When Uzume began attending the religious 

organization and started living in a dormitory 

with fellow believers, her brother had thought 

she had "abandoned the family". For Uzume, 

however, the motivation was "to grow as a 

person through communal living". She later 

realized for the first time that although she had 

continued to visit her family home after moving 

into the dormitory, her brother - who had 

already left home - had not known this. 

 

Regarding reconciliation with her family, 

Uzume said, 

 

"While enduring the pain of being unable to 

interact with my family, I came to feel that it wasn't only I who was suffering - my family might have 

been suffering even more. That's why meeting in person allowed us to understand each other better." 

 

This year, the Ame-no-Yachimata Association [See editor's note 2 below] launched a "Second-Generation 

Division" to address the conflicts between believers and their sons/daughters. Usagi (pseudonym), a 

second-generation believer from an international marriage, said, "Personally, I'm not particularly attached 

to religion or faith." However, after the incident involving [assassination of] former Prime Minister Abe, 

when she saw second-generation believers criticizing the Family Federation, she felt, 

 
Sayuri Ogawa's book 

 
A son being forcibly abducted by his family and 

taken away, locked up in order to undergo 

dehumanizing faith-breaking 



 

 

 

"I don't want to deny the voices claiming 'harm'. But conflicts that are not aimed at reconciliation and 

seem intended only to oppose or destroy didn't sit right with me." 

 

Usagi once attempted to create an online community for second-generation believers that transcended 

differences in values, but ultimately "it ended without the members being able to reach agreement." 

 

Later, after learning about the activities of the Ame-no-Yachimata Association [See editor's note 2 

below], she decided - together with Yuki (pseudonym), the daughter of co-representative Sarutahiko 

(pseudonym) - to work as part of the "Second-Generation Division" to repair parent-child relationships 

between first- and second-generation believers. 

 

Yuki said, 

 

"I've watched my father's efforts for a long time, and I believe this is the culmination of his work. 

Drawing on that experience, I want first- and second-generation believers to work together to resolve 

parent-child issues." 

 

As shared awareness of painful experiences resonated across generations of believers, there were those 

taking action in search of new connections. 

 

 

See part 1 of the series: Beyond the Ban Believers Sustain Community 

 

See part 2 of the series: Transparency Concerns: Non-Disclosure of Records 

 

See part 3 of the series: Believers' Social Exclusion, Loss of Civil Rights 

 

See part 4 of the series: Media's Role: Frenzy, Silence, and Consequences 

 

See part 5 of the series: Liquidation Without Transparency Sparks Anxiety 

 

See part 6 of the series: Fear of Return of Coercive Faith-Breaking Abuse 

 

[Editor's note 1: Coercive faith-breaking ("deprogramming") in Japan refers to the practice of coercively 

attempting to separate individuals from their religious affiliations or beliefs, typically through 

intervention by family members, professional faith-breakers (deprogrammers) or organizations hostile to 

new religious movements (NRMs). This phenomenon often targets members of such movements, e.g. 

relatively large faiths like the Family Federation or Jehovah's Witnesses, but also smaller groups like 

Happy Science (Kōfuku no Kagaku) and other newer religious movements. 

 

 
Also subject to faith-breaking attempts: Members of Soka Gakkai. Here students belonging to the faith in 

2001  

 

However, also Soka Gakkai, a Buddhist-based lay organization with more than 8 million Japanese 

members, and affiliated with Nichiren Buddhism, has occasionally been subject to faith-breaking 

attempts. 

 

The practice gained attention in the latter half of the 20th century, particularly in the 1980s and 1990s. 

Parents or concerned family members often hired faith-breakers who taught them how to abduct and 

forcibly detain believers. Almost all such cases involved confining the individual believer and cutting him 

or her off from the religious community. During the confinement, the believer was subjected to intense 



 

 

questioning or indoctrination designed to break his or her faith. The aim was to "rescue" the person from 

what the family often had been tricked by faith-breakers or lawyers to regard as harmful influence from 

the religious organization. 

 

Critics of forced de-conversion argue that it violates fundamental human rights, including freedom of 

thought, religion, and association. Reports of psychological trauma and accusations of unlawful detention 

have sparked debates over its ethical and legal implications. In response, some religious groups, 

particularly NRMs, have lobbied for greater protections against such practices. 

 

Japanese courts have been inconsistent in addressing cases of coercive faith-breaking. While some 

verdicts have condemned the practice as illegal detention, others have been more lenient, citing family 

concerns about "mental health" or alleged "exploitation" as mitigating factors.] 

 

[Editor's note 2: The Japanese expression Yachimata (八衢) refers to a crossroads or intersection where 

multiple paths converge. It is often used in a metaphorical sense to symbolize choices, encounters, or the 

meeting of different fates. 

 

In mythology and classical literature, 八衢 (Yachimata) can also evoke a mystical or sacred space where 

important decisions or transformations occur. It appears in the name of the deity Ame no Yachihoko (天

の八衢), associated with crossroads and divine encounters in Japanese folklore. 

 

As for the above-mentioned association Ame no Yachimata no Kai (天の八衢の会), the term symbolizes 

a place for reconciliation, dialogue, and resolution - a meeting point where estranged families can 

reconnect.] 

 

Related to return of faith-breaking: "Worst Post-War Human Rights Violations in Japan" 

 

More, related to manufactured victimhood: Japan: Exhibition Exposes Horrors of Persecution 

 

And more, related to manufactured victimhood: Japan Copying Faith-Breaking Concepts of 

China 

 

Yet more, related to manufactured victimhood: Japan: 4300 Abductions and Forcible Detentions 

 

Still more, related to manufactured victimhood: Psychological Lynching: Coercive Faith-

Breaking 

 

Even more, related to manufactured victimhood: Japanese Government Rejects UN Investigation 

 

And yet more, related to manufactured victimhood: 2024: Why Doesn't Japan Accept UN Visit? 

 

Related to manufactured victimhood: Courts Using Debunked Concepts Against Minority 

 

Also related to manufactured victimhood: Dissolution Case: Wild Claims, Illegal Actions 

 

Also related to manufactured victimhood: Terms from Consumer Law Used to Rob Faith 

 

Also related to manufactured victimhood: 2nd-Generation Members Protesting Persecution 

 

Also related to manufactured victimhood: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass 

Deprogramming 

 

And also related to manufactured victimhood: Bias: No Right to Respond for Religious Minority 

 

More, related to manufactured victimhood: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 

 

And more, related to manufactured victimhood: State and Media Creating "Today's Non-

Citizens" 

 

Still more, related to manufactured victimhood: Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights Violations 

 

Even more, related to manufactured victimhood: Two European Scholars Warning Japan 

 

And yet more, related to manufactured victimhood: Japan Censured at Religious Freedom Event 

 

And still more, related to manufactured victimhood: Lawyer Exposes Dirty Leftwing Plot 












