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Featured image above: Collusion narrative unravels as probe closes. Illustration: ChatGPT 

 

Probe ends, but reputational damage lingers after 11 months 

with widely circulated Unificationism-politics collusion 

narrative - failing to produce evidence 

 

Segye Ilbo, the South Korean newspaper, published on 12th 

April an opinion piece by religion correspondent Jeong Seong-su 

(정성수) about the recent decision by the joint investigation 

headquarters to end its high-profile investigation into 

Unificationism political ties and influence. 

 

See also Alleged Unificationism Influence Case Collapses 

 

The article discusses a major legal and political controversy in 

South Korea that has now come to a significant turning point. At 

the center of the issue were allegations of improper ties - often 

described as "collusion" - between religious organizations and 

political figures. Specifically, the case focused on claims that 

members of the Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification - in Korea often referred to as Unificationism 

(통일교) - had provided money or favors to politicians across 

party lines. These allegations led to a wide-ranging investigation 

involving both prosecutors and police and attracted intense 

media attention. 

 

However, as of 10th April 2026, the joint investigation team officially closed the case without bringing 

charges against any of the key individuals involved. This outcome has prompted a broader reassessment 

of the narrative that had dominated public discourse for months: the idea that there was a systemic pattern 

of "church - state collusion". 

 

To understand the significance of this decision, it is important to look at how the case developed. Initially, 

the allegations appeared serious and far-reaching. Reports suggested that multiple politicians - both from 

the ruling party and the opposition - might have received unlawful payments connected to religious 

groups. Because these claims touched on issues of political integrity, religious influence, and corruption, 

they quickly gained traction. Media outlets reported extensively on the story, and public concern grew. 
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Yet, according to the investigators, the central problem with the case was the lack of solid evidence. 

While there were testimonies suggesting that money had changed hands, these statements were largely 

indirect. In other words, they were based on what people had heard rather than what they had directly 

witnessed. Crucially, there was no clear, verifiable proof showing who gave money to whom, when it 

happened, how much was involved, or under what circumstances the transactions took place. 

 

 
Alleged Unificationism influence case collapses. Illustration: ChatGPT 

 

 

In criminal law, these details are essential. 

Without them, it is extremely difficult - if not 

impossible - to prove wrongdoing beyond a 

reasonable doubt. As a result, the investigators 

concluded that the evidence did not meet the 

threshold required to proceed with prosecution. 

This led to a decision of non-indictment for all 

those involved, including prominent political 

figures and leaders within the religious 

organization. 

 

The article emphasizes that this outcome 

highlights a fundamental principle of the rule of 

law: allegations alone are not enough. No 

matter how serious or widespread a claim may 

appear, it must be supported by concrete 

evidence in order to justify legal action. This 

principle is especially important in politically 

sensitive cases, where public opinion and 

media coverage can create pressure to act 

quickly or aggressively. 

 

At the same time, the article acknowledges that 

the damage caused by the investigation cannot 

simply be undone. Even though no charges 

were filed, the process itself had significant 

consequences. Some political figures faced 

reputational harm or were forced to step down 

from positions of power. A religious 

organization and its affiliated groups were 

subjected to repeated searches and were 

portrayed in some reports as channels for 

illegal lobbying. This created a lasting stigma, 

affecting not only the institutions involved but 

also their members and supporters. 

 

 
Will her detention continue after current urgent 

medical release even though she was cleared in one 

case of religion-politics collusion involving 

governing party member? Will special prosecutors 

insist on prolonging a detention that has already 

lasted more than 200 days in tiny cell? Will another 

case involving opposition party politician be treated 

differently by prosecutors appointed by current Lee 

administration? Here, Hak Ja Han (83), aka. as 

Mother Han, being released on 27th March 2026 

for urgent hospital treatment. 



 

 

From this perspective, the case serves as a cautionary example of how quickly an unproven claim can 

escalate into a large-scale public controversy. What began as a single testimony eventually grew into a 

broad narrative implicating an entire network of political and religious actors. The media played a key 

role in this process by repeatedly reporting and amplifying the allegations, sometimes without sufficient 

verification. 

 

The article also argues that the decision not to indict carries an important message about judicial 

independence. In a democratic society, legal decisions should be based on evidence and legal standards - 

not on public pressure or political considerations. If prosecutors had pursued charges despite weak 

evidence, it could have undermined trust in the fairness and neutrality of the justice system. By choosing 

not to proceed, the authorities reaffirmed the idea that the law must be applied consistently, even in high-

profile cases. 

 

Looking ahead, the article suggests that this decision may have implications for other ongoing legal 

proceedings. For example, one prominent religious leader - Hak Ja Han (한학자), co-founder and current 

head of the Family Federation - is still on trial for related allegations in a case involving opposition party 

politicians. 

 

There is a broader claim that there has been a pattern of financial 

exchanges between the religious organization and politicians. 

However, if that claim has not been substantiated in the above 

case involving a prominent political figure from the current 

governing party led by Lee Jae-myung (이재명), then similar 

arguments in the other case that includes important figures from 

PPP, the main opposition party, ought to now face increased 

scrutiny in court. Judges have the duty to question whether the 

underlying assumptions of these prosecutions are valid in all the 

current cases. 

 

Beyond the legal details, the article calls for a broader societal 

reflection. It urges people to move away from emotionally driven 

debates and return to constitutional principles. One key concept 

discussed is the separation of religion and state. The opinion 

piece states, 

 

"The principle of separation of religion and state is not intended 

to exclude religion, but to prevent state power from encroaching 

on matters of faith while also protecting religion from being exploited as a political tool." 

 

Importantly, the article does not suggest that religious organizations should be above the law. If 

individuals or groups engage in unlawful activities, they should be held accountable. However, it warns 

against treating an entire religion as inherently suspect based on unproven allegations. Doing so risks 

creating unfair generalizations and deepening social divisions. 

 

The article frames the outcome of this case as an example of the legal system functioning as it should. 

Despite intense scrutiny and public interest, the decision was ultimately based on evidence - or the lack 

thereof. The author expresses hope that this episode will be remembered as a moment when legal 

principles prevailed over speculation and emotion. 

 

At the same time, it serves as a reminder of the costs of such controversies. Even when accusations are 

not proven, they can leave lasting scars on individuals, institutions, and society as a whole. Moving 

forward, the article calls for greater caution, fairness, and adherence to the rule of law in handling similar 

issues, with the goal of fostering a more balanced and unified society. 
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