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Trial of Mother Han nears final phase with final hearing in
June and verdict likely by July, but the full legal process
could continue for months or even years

The South Korean news agency News1 reported on 31st March
News! Logo 2026 about the latest developments and the hearings the same day

in the case against Hak Ja Han (2tS}A}) - also called Mother Han
- the co-founder and current leader of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification - in Korea

often referred by as Unificationism (& & ).

According to Newsl, the case revolves around accusations of "political-religious collusion", a term used
in South Korea to describe improper or unlawful cooperation between religious groups and political
actors. Prosecutors allege that figures associated with Unificationism attempted to influence political
outcomes - particularly the 2022 South Korean presidential election - through financial support and
organized voter mobilization. In return, they were suspected by special prosecutors appointed by the

current Lee Jae-myung (O| X} &) administration of seeking favorable treatment or policy support from
politicians.

The News] article, written by reporter Yoo Soo-yeon (7<), describes that a key moment in the

proceedings occurred when Kweon Seong-dong (-3 -&) was called to testify as a witness in court. His
testimony was considered important because of his alleged involvement in meetings with senior
Unificationism officials during the election period. However, during questioning, Kweon refused to
answer certain key questions - specifically those related to accusations that he received 100 million



Korean won (in April 2026, roughly 69,000 U.S. dollars) in illegal political funds.
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His refusal came after the court explicitly warned him that giving
false testimony could lead to charges of perjury. Faced with this
legal risk, Kweon chose to exercise his right to remain silent on
that issue rather than provide an answer that might later be used
against him. This moment highlights a common legal tension in
such cases: witnesses who are also defendants in related
proceedings must carefully navigate between testifying truthfully
and avoiding self-incrimination.

Newsl writes that the broader case also involves allegations that
the Family Federation attempted to financially support political
campaigns. According to Kweon's testimony, during a meeting in

late 2021, Yoon Yeong-ho (& & &), then a senior Unificationism

official, suggested providing billions of won to support his party's
presidential campaign. Kweon claims he rejected the offer,
stating that such practices were no longer acceptable in modern
South Korean politics, which now relies more heavily on public
funding and regulated donations.

He further testified that Yoon Yeong-ho or another
Unificationism representative expressed interest in having then-

presidential candidate Yoon Suk Yeol (&4 &) attend a "Korean

Peninsula Peace Summit" an event organized by Unificationism.
Kweon said he told them this would be difficult because of the
religious organization's controversial reputation among the
public. Unificationism has long been persecuted by
fundamentalist Christians in South Korea, and their numerous
media outlets.

According to the News|1 report, in a subsequent meeting,
Unificationism officials allegedly reiterated their willingness to
provide support - this time suggesting it could channel donations
through multiple regional party organizations. Again, Kweon
claims he warned that such actions could violate the law if the
funds were linked to the religious organization.

Another notable aspect of the testimony concerns a cultural detail
that may seem unusual to international readers. Kweon
acknowledged that he once performed a "deep bow" to Hak Ja

Han during a visit to the Cheon Jeong Temple (78 3), a
Unificationism-related site. In Korean culture, especially in
political contexts, such gestures can be a sign of respect toward
elders or influential figures, particularly around the Lunar New
Year. News1 describes how Kweon defended his actions as a
routine expression of courtesy rather than evidence of undue
deference or allegiance, saying,

"Whether at a temple or a senior center, it is standard for
politicians to offer a deep bow when visiting after Lunar New
Year. If they give you votes, what wouldn't you do?"

Despite his denials, prosecutors presented evidence that appears
to contradict Kweon's claims. One piece of evidence is a diary
entry written by Yoon Yeong-ho, which reportedly includes a
note suggesting financial support may have been provided to
Kweon. When confronted with this, Kweon questioned whether
denying the allegation in court could expose him to perjury
charges, given that the matter is still under appeal in a separate
trial. Ultimately, he declined to answer.

The article also touches on another allegation: that Kweon may
have passed along information about a possible investigation into

Hak Ja Han to Unificationism official Yoon Yeong-ho. Kweon denied any improper conduct, describing
the information as a vague rumor rather than confirmed intelligence. He stated that he simply mentioned



it in passing out of personal familiarity with the individuals involved, not as an attempt to interfere with
an investigation.

In addition to Kweon's testimony, the article highlights procedural tensions between the court and the
special prosecution team. The prosecutors criticized the court for quickly approving a suspension of
detention for Hak Ja Han without giving them sufficient time to present their views. As a result of that
decision, she was temporarily released from custody until the end of April. The court responded that there
were valid reasons for its decision but did not elaborate in detail.

Newsl reports that the trial is expected to conclude on 12th June, when both sides will present their final
arguments. This final hearing will include the prosecution's sentencing request, as well as closing
statements from the defense and the defendants themselves. Such hearings mark the final stage of a
criminal trial in South Korea before the court delivers its verdict.

Mother Han was released from detention on 27th March for urgent medical treatment and will at least
until the end of April not be able to appear in the court hearings of her case. Her current absence does not,
however, automatically delay the legal process. As long as her lawyers are present and the court accepts
her medical condition, the trial - especially the scheduled final hearing - can proceed as planned.

If 12th June is the final hearing, a verdict might realistically come sometime in late June to July. The
court sets a sentencing date, usually 2-6 weeks after the final hearing. In complex or high-profile cases, it
can even take longer.

After the verdict both prosecution and defense have 7 days to file an appeal. Appeals go to a High Court
(second instance), and potentially to the Supreme Court (final instance). This means that the June trial
outcome is not necessarily final. The full legal process could continue for months or even years.
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