
 

 

FFWPU Europe and Middle East: Experts Doubt Japan's Basis for Dissolution of 
Family Fed 
 
Knut Holdhus 
March 30, 2026 
 

 
Eitaro Ogawa, here during a symposium in Nagoya October 19, 2025 

 

Experts' association, established by Japanese lawyers and academics seeking fair and impartial 

trials, issues "emergency statement" warning of grave legal deficiencies in predetermined decision 

 

 
From the press conference in Tokyo on March 26, 2026 held by the Association of Experts Calling for 

Fair and Impartial Trials and the "Second-Generation Association for the Protection of Believers' Human 

Rights" 

 

A statement by "Association of Experts Calling for Fair and Impartial Trials" (Experts' Association), 

established by Japanese lawyers and academics, concerning the Tokyo High Court decision on 4th March 

to dissolve the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly known as the Unification 

Church). The statement was issued at a press conference in Tokyo on 26th March held by the association. 

 

See also Japan: "Death Penalty" Without Proof of Illegality 

 

See also Experts: "Collapse of Justice" in Dissolution Case 

 

See also Shocked Author: "Japan Ignores Basics of Justice" 

 

See also Scholar Questions Secrecy in Dissolution Case 

 



 

 

I am Eitaro Ogawa (小川栄太郎), a literary critic, as just introduced. I will now read the emergency 

statement from the "Association of Experts Seeking Fair and Impartial Trials". 

 

On 4th March, at the Tokyo High Court, a dissolution order was issued against the religious corporation 

formerly known as the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification, and enforcement procedures 

began immediately. 

 

A dissolution order is not merely the execution of law; it constitutes a fundamental judgment on the social 

credibility of a religious organization. For approximately 100,000 believers, their lives and dignity - 

rooted in their core faith - will be denied. 

 

Furthermore, as a result of the dissolution order, 1,933 staff members of the religious organization and 

their 2,441 dependent family members, totaling 4,374 people, will lose their means of livelihood. 

 

All assets, including religious facilities, have been seized. However, these assets consist of donations 

made by believers. Each individual donation - whether money, land, or buildings - falls under property 

rights guaranteed by the Constitution. Should not such compulsory confiscation require evidence of 

extremely serious criminal conduct by the religious organization and its followers? 

 

As a comparable example of a dissolution order against a religious corporation based on extreme 

antisocial behavior, one may cite the case of Aum Shinrikyo [See editor's note 1 below]. In that series of 

incidents, a staggering 29 people were killed (28 by murder and 1 by death resulting from kidnapping and 

confinement), and approximately 6,000 were injured. Within the group itself, five members were also 

murdered, and the total number of dead or missing exceeded 30. 

 

As a result, 13 core members including the leader Asahara were sentenced to death, and five received life 

imprisonment. 

 

In contrast, the Family Federation has not even caused a single criminal case. Nevertheless, despite the 

absence of any recognized criminal acts that would justify a "social death penalty" such as dissolution, the 

order has been issued. 

 

We issued a statement on 25th March of last year as well, pointing out how unjust the initial decision was. 

In that statement, we identified the following serious legal deficiencies: 

 

The dissolution is based on civil cases 

concerning donations that began on average 32 

years ago. 

 

There have been zero illegal donations in the 

past 11 years, yet continuity is being assumed 

without evidence, violating the principle of 

evidence-based adjudication. 

 

Despite evidence of alteration and fabrication 

in documents submitted by the government, 

these issues were overlooked. 

 

Furthermore, a fundamental problem is that the 

government's request for the dissolution of the 

religious corporation has been treated as a non-

contentious case [See editor's note 2 below] and 

kept non-public. 

 

We strongly object to the fact that a legal process effectively declaring the social death of an organization 

is conducted entirely behind closed doors. It cannot be said to differ in any meaningful way from secret 

trials in authoritarian states. 

 

Moreover, the grounds cited by the Tokyo High Court for the dissolution decision are even more 

irrational. 

 

First, the High Court stepped into doctrinal matters of the Family Federation and made subjective 

judgments about its beliefs, treating doctrine itself as one of the key reasons for dissolution. For the state 

to judge the merits of religious doctrine violates the principle of separation of religion and state and is 

impermissible in a modern nation. 

 

Second, while the lower court based its decision on civil cases prior to the organization's 2009 compliance 

declaration [See editor's note 3 below], the High Court placed primary emphasis on alleged unlawful acts 

 
Constitutionally highly problematic proceedings 

against Family Federation were held behind closed 

doors in the joint building of the Tokyo High Court, 

Tokyo District Court, and Tokyo Summary Court in 

Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo, Japan 



 

 

after that declaration. 

 

However, according to the High Court, only four individuals were definitively found liable for unlawful 

acts, with total damages of 18,681,600 yen [ca. $122,000 USD in March 2026]. Meanwhile, 138 

individuals - accounting for 915,486,469 yen [ca. $6.0 million USD in March 2026], or 95.6% of the total 

amount - were merely deemed as cases where "the possibility of unlawfulness cannot be denied." 

 

What does it mean to say "the possibility cannot be denied" without presenting concrete evidence? If such 

reasoning is accepted, almost anything in the world could be treated as potentially culpable. In essence, 

the court issued a dissolution order based on cases where wrongdoing could not be proven. 

 

The decisions of both courts are built on the predetermined conclusion of dissolution, forcing reasoning to 

fit that outcome. 

 

If a Supreme Court decision were to follow along these lines, it could become a catastrophic trigger that 

undermines the very foundation of a rule-of-law society and a free society. We are deeply concerned 

about this possibility. 

 

Many people may feel that such a warning is exaggerated. That is precisely why we must speak out. We 

urge the Supreme Court to pause before making its decision. 

 

This is because most citizens are entirely unaware of the facts of this case or the irrationality of the courts' 

reasoning. 

 

What should be questioned in this dissolution order is not 

whether the Family Federation is a good or bad religion. The real 

question is whether it has violated laws and committed acts 

clearly recognized as seriously harming the public welfare, as 

required under the Religious Corporations Act. 

 

The two judicial decisions have failed to prove any illegality on 

the part of the organization. 

 

The core issue is this: is it acceptable to declare "social death" 

when illegality has not been proven? 

 

This is not a matter limited to a single religious corporation. If 

such a precedent is established by the Supreme Court, there will 

be no stopping who might face the same fate in the future. 

 

That is how weighty a Supreme Court precedent is. 

 

Finally, we reaffirm the gravity of this matter and present this 

statement. 

 

26th March 2026. 

 

 

English text translated from transcription of original Japanese text as read by Eitaro Ogawa (小川栄太郎) 

in video recording by "Second-Generation Association for the Protection of Believers' Human Rights". 

 

See also Japan: "Death Penalty" Without Proof of Illegality 

 

See also Experts: "Collapse of Justice" in Dissolution Case 

 

See also Shocked Author: "Japan Ignores Basics of Justice" 

 

See also Scholar Questions Secrecy in Dissolution Case 

 

[Editor's note 1: Aum Shinrikyo, a Buddhist new religious movement founded in 1984 by Shoko 

Asahara, preaching apocalyptic prophecies. It was dissolved in 1996 due to its leaders' criminal acts, 

including the Tokyo subway sarin gas attack in 1995 and the Matsumoto sarin incident in 1994.] 

 

[Editor's note 2: A non-contentious case refers to a legal matter where there is no dispute between 

parties. These cases typically involve administrative, procedural, or uncontested legal actions, such as 

probate (handling a deceased person's estate), uncontested divorces, adoption, or registering a trademark. 

Since there are no opposing parties or legal conflicts, these cases usually proceed smoothly through the 

legal system without litigation.] 
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[Editor's note 3: The 2009 compliance declaration of the Unification Church of Japan (now the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification) was a formal commitment by the organization to reform its 

practices in response to longstanding public criticism and legal challenges. 

 

The Unification Church in Japan had faced numerous allegations related to recruitment tactics and 

donation solicitation, termed "spiritual sales" (霊感商法) by a hostile network of activist lawyers who 

had declared the religious organization an enemy. These issues led to multiple lawsuits orchestrated by 

the activist lawyers and significant media backlash. This prompted the organization to take measures to 

restore its reputation and demonstrate compliance with legal and ethical standards. 

 

The religious organization pledged to stop possibly unethical donation practices, including what the 

hostile network of lawyers claimed amounted to "pressuring members into making large financial 

contributions under spiritual pretexts." 

 

This was in response to accusations from the same activist lawyers that followers "were being 

manipulated into giving away substantial amounts of money or property." 

 

The Unification Church stated it would enhance internal oversight to ensure compliance with ethical and 

legal standards. Measures included better training for leaders and stricter guidelines for evangelization 

and solicitation of donations. 

 

After this compliance declaration, there was a significant decrease in the number of lawsuits against the 

Unification Church - since 2015 called the Family Federation. The religious organization has used this as 

evidence that it has improved its practices and should not be subject to dissolution.] 
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Dissolution of the
Family Federation:
“Will they be made
to suffer even more
than Iwao
Hakamada?”

Logo of the

Sekai Nippo

Experts ho ld press conference

by the editoria l department of the Sekai Nippo

Regarding the dissolut ion of the Family Federation for

World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unificat ion

Church), a group of second-generat ion act ive believers

called the “Associat ion of Second-Generat ion Believers

Protect ing Religious Freedom, ’’ together with lawyers and
academics who formed the “Experts ’ Assoc ia t ion Seeking

Fair and Just Tr ial s , ” held a press conference in Tokyo on

26th March. Below are summaries of statements made by

the experts .

See also Japan: “Death Penalty" Without Proof of

Illegality

See also Experts Question Legal Basis for Dissolution

Attorney Tatsuki Nakayama

( Photo: Tsuyoshi

Toyoda

“The High Court made a

forced conclusion

without basis”

Tatsuki Nakayama (4>lLl

iM®), Internat ional

Lawyer, Representat ive

Organizer

Since the Family

Federat ion 's compliance

declarat ion in 2009 [See
edi tor ’s note 1 below],
cases establishing

unlawful acts have been

extremely rare - reduced

to 1 in 397. However, in the Tokyo High Court dec ision ,
although it init ially states that unlawful acts “cannot be

defini t i vely recognized," it la ter shi fts to saying they

“should be cons idered unlawful acts," making a forced

conclus ion without bas i s .

I thought of Iwao Hakamada who suffered for 58

years before being found innocent in a case of wrongful

convict ion. I t makes me wonder whether the Family

Federat ion will be made to suffer even more than that -
and whether that is acceptable .

See also Lawyer Quests Open Hearings in Dissolution

Case

See also Invented Harm, Lawfare, and Dissolution Order

See also Disputed Verdict Sets Anti-Religious Precedent
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Shin ichi Tokunaga

(g—) , Lawyer

The b iggest t r ick in the

High Court dec is ion lies

in the decept ive

framework based on the

Minist ry of Educat ion’s c laim that revoking the

organization’s legal status does not infringe on the

religious freedom of believers .

However, religious freedom is not limited to inner belief. I t

i s often described as the start ing point of human r ights .

The ability to gather together and reaffirm faith as a

community is a fundamental p remise of religious

freedom.

Kar l Marx , in Critique of the Cotha Programme, cr it ic i zed

religion as "opium", reflect ing an ideological strategy to

soc ially contain religion. The High Court dec is ion is

influenced by such values.

The dissolut ion request was t reated merely as revocat ion

of legal status and handled as a non-content ious case

[See editor ’s note 2 below] behind c losed doors. Even if

there were fabr icated or fals ified statements submitted

by the Ministry, the non-public process prevented any

scrutiny. This const itutes a collapse of just i ce and a

violat ion of human r ights, ev ident even under

inte rnat ional human r ights covenants.

Even the most sophist i cated theor ies of human rights

and procedural guarantees can collapse due to a s ingle

flaw - like "a seemingly ins ignificant hole made by an

ant" . There is an unbelievab le const itu t ional defect

caused by legis lat ive inact ion.

“The High Court

intruded into doctr ine”

Masaki Nakamasa ({^lE

B®) , Professor at

Kanazawa Univers ity

What surpri sed me when

reading the Tokyo High

Court decis ion was that it

offered its own

interpretat ion of the

Family Federat ion’s doctr ine and used that to just ify the

dissolut ion order.

How doctr ine is understood and pract i ced is something

only believers themselves can truly know. Modern legal

pr inciples require neutrality and prohib it stepping into

doctrinal evaluation.

Even in cases such as the Soka Cakkai mandala dispute

(1981) [See edi tor ’s note 3 below] and the Aum Shinr ikyo

[See editor 's note 4 below] subway sarin attack (1996),

courts did not interfere with doctr ine .

For the state to independent ly interpret a religious

group's doctrine - without hear ing from the part ies - and

then make dec i s ions that have serious consequences for

believers resembles the logic of pre-modern European

inquis i t ions.

In the past , the Omoto religion [See editor ’s note 5 below]

was ordered to dissolve , and there is concern that

arbit rary interpretat ions could again lead to act ions such

as destruct ion of fac ili t i es .

See also Unconstitutional: Civil Code Use for Dissolution

See also Japan: Fighting Larger Battle Than Own



Survival

“Use imagination about

what this leads to”

E itaro Ogawa

BB ) , Literary Crit ic

It has been said that

dissolv ing a religious

corporation does not

infr inge on the religious

freedom of individual

believers - but aren't

these harms suffered by

believers themse lves the answer?

Behind these vo ices, there are likely tens of thousands

more .

I f such rhetoric i s allowed, it would be like saying a

company can be destroyed while still protect ing the

r ights of each employee - something that i s c lear ly

imposs ib le .

People should think beyond just one organizat ion and

imagine what could happen i f this k ind of reasoning is

permitted.

See also "Media Deliberately Killed 2 Birds with 7 Stone"

See also Japan: “Death Penalty" Without Proof of

Illegality

“Those who have

interacted with

believers are

sympathet ic”

Masumi Fukuda

T&J, Nonfict ion Writer

After the High Court

decis ion and the start of

liquidat ion of the

religious organization, I

in te rv iewed i ts staff. One

staff member said that

when they were unable

to even use their own

parking lot to remove

personal belongings, a landlord who had long rented

parking space to the church offered them space at an

apartment he managed. At that t ime , the landlord said:

“You haven 't done anything wrong - how did it come to

this? Stay strong.”

Masumi Fukuda. Photo:

Tsuyoshi Toyoda

At other churches as well, people who have had long¬

term contact with believers tend to be sympathet ic . That

i s the answer.

See also “Politically Driven Dissolution at Any Cost"

See also Japan: Lawyers Accused of Wilful

Dehumanization

See also A Dissolution Built on Fabrications, Speculation

See also Dissolution, System of Faith-Breaking, Lawsuits

“At its root:

discriminat ion and

soc ial exclusion”

Fumihiro Kato

Author



Fumihiro Kato

author. Photo: Tsuyoshi

Toyoda

The or igin or the i ssue
surrounding the Family

Federat ion lies in media

coverage following the

assassinat ion of Shinzo

Abe A nar rat ive

was constructed

port raying the suspect ,

Tetsuya Yamagami (l_Ll_t

St&), as a “t ragic second-

generation believer " .

Reports of “deep t ies” between polit ic ians and the

religious organizat ion cont inued for over two months,

st irring intense hatred among the public .

However, what was perceived as the “mood of soc iety”

was in reality driven by the fervor of only a small port ion of

the populat ion, amplified by aggress ive media coverage.

The Kishida administration and the L ibera l Democratic

Party, pressured by this atmosphere, may have shifted

focus by moving toward dissolving the Family Federat ion .

This resembles past attitudes of media, politicians, and

soc iety toward Hansen ’s disease [See editor 's note 6

below] patients, the enactment of the Eugenic Protection

Law [See editor ’s note 7 below], and the continued

just ifi cation of forced sterilizat ions of people with
disabili t i es.

At its core , this is about discriminat ion and social

exclus ion. Abduct ion, confinement , forced renunc iat ion

of faith (coerc ive faith-breaking) [See editor 's note 8

below], and ideological re -education [See editor ’s note 9

below] of believers have been justified, and thousands
have suffered in the past . There is a high likelihood that

such act ions will be further just ified in the future .

See also Shocked Author: “Japan Ignores Basics of

Justice”

See also Media Study: L ie Told 100 Times Becomes Truth

See also Author: Japan's “Apartheid-Style Social

Exclusion"

See also Main Target of Hounding Not Church, but LDP

Featured image above: From the press conference in

Tokyo 26th March 2026. Photo: FFWPU

See also Experts Question Legal Basis for Dissolution

[Editor ’s note 1: The 2009 compliance dec larat ion of the

Unificat ion Church of Japan (now the Family Federation

for World Peace and Unification ) was a formal

commitment by the organizat ion to reform its pract ices

in response to longstanding public cr it icism and legal
challenges.

The Unificat ion Church in Japan had faced numerous

allegat ions related to recruitment tactics and donat ion
solic itation, termed “spir itual sales” (S®W/S) by a hostile

network of act ivi st lawyers who had declared the religious

organization an enemy. These issues led to mult iple

lawsuits orchestrated by the act iv i st lawyers and

s igni ficant media backlash. This prompted the

organization to take measures to restore i ts reputation
and demonst rate compliance with legal and ethical

standards.

The religious organization pledged to stop possibly

unethical donation practices , including what the host ile

network of lawyers c laimed amounted to “pressuring

members into making large financ ial contribut ions under

spir itual pretexts.”



i ms was in response to accusations rrom tne same

act iv i st lawyers that followers “were being manipulated

into giv ing away substant ial amounts of money or

property."

The Unificat ion Church stated it would enhance internal

overs ight to ensure compliance with ethical and legal

standards. Measures included better training for leaders

and str icter guidelines for evangeli zat ion and solic itat ion

of donat ions.

After this compliance declarat ion, there was a s ignifi cant

decrease in the number of lawsuits against the

Unification Church - since 2015 called the Family

Federat ion. The religious organizat ion has used this as

evidence that it has improved its pract i ces and should not

be subject to dissolut ion.]

[Editor ’s note 2: A non-content ious case refers to a legal

matter where there is no dispute between part ies. These

cases typically involve administ rat ive, procedural, or

uncontested legal actions, such as probate (handling a

deceased person’s estate) , uncontested divorces,

adopt ion , or register ing a trademark. Since there are no

opposing parties or legal confli cts , these cases usually

proceed smoothly through the legal system without

lit igat ion.]

[Editor ’s note 3: The 1981 Soka Cakkai mandala dispute

was a key moment in the growing confli ct between the

Buddhist organizat ions Soka Cakkai and Nichiren Shbshu.

At the center was the Gohonzon, a sacred mandala in

Nichiren Buddhism, a Japanese branch of Mahayana

Buddhism. The Gohonzon mandala i s a calligraphic scroll

inscribed by Nichiren (1222-1282). I t centers on the phrase

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, the tit l e of the Lotus Sutra,

surrounded by names of Buddhas, bodhisattvas , and

protect ive de ities . Rather than an image , it i s a symbolic

representat ion of enlightenment and the interconnected

nature of reali ty. Pract it ioners chant to the Gohonzon as a

focus for devot ion and sel f-transformat ion, aiming to

awaken inherent Buddha-nature and harmonize their

lives with the universal law expressed in the Lotus Sut ra.

Nichiren Shbshu ins i sted that only its high pr iest could

author i ze or reproduce valid Gohonzon, emphasizing

str i ct cle rical author ity. Soka Gakkai , however, argued that

spir itual power comes from faith and practice , not

exclus ive pr iestly cont rol .

A round 1981, disputes intens ified over who had the

authority to issue Gohonzon and interpret doctrine.

Tens ions also involved leadership confli cts , espec ially

around Daisaku Ikeda ( itfeBEI - 1928-2023), the third

pres ident of the Soka Gakkai movement .

In essence, the dispute was less about the mandala itsel f

and more about author ity and independence - whether

a l ay movement could function without pr iestly cont rol . It

set the stage for the final split between the two groups in

1991]

[Editor ’s note 4: Aum Shinrikyo , a Buddhist new

re ligious movement founded in 1984 by Shoko Asahara,

preaching apocalypt i c prophec ies . It was dissolved in 1996

due to its leaders’ cr iminal acts , including the Tokyo

subway sar in gas attack in 1995 and the Matsumoto sar in

inc ident in 1994. ]

[Editor ’s note 5:

The Omoto

(Oomoto) religious

movement -

Omotokyo

I t i s a Japanese new
ro I i r~i i i ic nnrw/amant



I > > <<.1

that or iginated in

the late 19th and

early 20th centuries.

I t was founded by

Nao Deguchi {1836-

1918), a peasant

woman who

claimed to have

received div ine

revelat ions, and her

successor

Onisaburo Deguchi

(1871-1948), who

played a significant

role in shaping the religion’s teachings and structure.

Omotokyo emphas izes universal salvat ion, spir itual

pur ifi cat ion, and the ul t imate unity of all religions. The

re ligion stresses the importance of li v ing in harmony with

div ine will and nature .

The Omoto Inc ident Omoto Jiken ) refers to two

major crackdowns by the prewar Japanese government

against Omotokyo. There were two inc idents. The first

Omoto Inc ident (1921 ) was tr iggered by government

susp ic ion that Omoto teachings were socially disrupt ive .

Author it ies raided Omoto facilit ies , arrested leaders , and

charged them with lese-majeste ( insul t ing the emperor)

for certain re ligious texts. This was part of a broader

pattern of suppress ing new religions seen as polit i cally or

ideologically threatening.

The second Omoto Inc ident (1935) was far more severe,

and is usually what people mean by "the Omoto

Inc ident” . The military and police launched a large-scale

crackdown. Temples and buildings were destroyed

(including with explos ives). Leadersand many followers

were arrested. The state accused the group of subvers ion,

cr iti c i z ing the emperor system, and spreading dangerous

ideas. Essent ially, i t was an attempt to eliminate Omoto as

a movement .

I t i s cons idered one of the most ext reme examples of

state suppression of religion in prewar Japan. It 's often

referenced today in discuss ions about religious freedom,

state control, and the ro le of new religious movements

in Japan.

Today, Omotokyo remains a small but act ive religious

group in Japan. I t has also inspired the foundat ion of

Aikido, the mart ial art developed by Morihei Ueshiba, who

was a follower of Omotokyo.

Omotokyo holds a signifi cant place in the history of

Japanese religion, not only as a spir itual movement but

also as a symbol of res i stance to religious persecution

during Japan ’s militar i st i c per iod. ]

[Editor ’s note 6 Hansen’s disease is the medical term

for what was historically called l eprosy. It ’s a chronic

infect ious disease caused by the bacterium

Mycobacterium leprae (and in some cases M.

lepromatosis) .

The term “Hansen’s disease” comes from Gerhard

Armauer Hansen, the Norwegian sc ient ist who identi fied

the causat ive bacterium in 1873 . The modern name is

prefer red to reduce the st igma historically associated with

“leprosy.”

In the above art ic le , Fumihiro Kato ( jb UKjt®) references

Hansen’s disease because of its soc ial and historical

impact, especially in countr ies like Japan, where pat ients

were once iso lated in sanatoria due to fear and

misunderstanding, even after effective t reatments

Nao Deguchi (&£]&'&) in 19 16.

Photo: Wikimedia Commons.
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ovictoH 1



[Editor ’s note 7: The Eugenic Protection Law (®^'(SH
/4), enacted in Japan in 1948, was a postwar law that

combined populat ion control with eugenic ideology -the
idea of preventing the birth of people deemed “unfi t . " The

law allowed forced ster ili zat ion of individuals with
inte ll ectual disabili t ies , mental illnesses, certain heredi tary
condit ions (as defined at the time). I t al so legali zed

abort ion under broader condit ions than before , including
economic hardship .

In pract ice , the law just ified involuntary sterili zat ions.

Thousands of people were sterili zed without genuine

consent. In many cases, consent procedures were
coerc ive or bypassed ent irely. The law especially targeted

marginali zed groups. Those most affected inc luded
people with disabilit i es , psychiat r ic pat ients , and notably
pat ients with Hansen’s disease, who were already
segregated in sanator ia.

Dec i s ions were often made by medical boards or
author it ies rather than the individuals themse lves,

re inforcing a system where personal autonomy was
severely limited. Roughly 16 ,000-25,000 people were

forc ibly ster ilized under the law (est imates vary). The law

remained in force until 1996, when it was finally repealed
and replaced with a law that removed eugenic prov isions.

In recent decades, the Japanese government has formally
apologized and established compensat ion programs for
vict ims. Court rulings in the 2010s-2020s increasingly
recognized these pract i ces as violat ions of human r ights . ]

[Editor ’s note 8: Coercive faith-breaking

( “deprogramming") in Japan refers to the pract ice of
coerc ively attempting to separate indiv iduals from their
re ligious affiliations or beliefs, typ ically through
intervent ion by family members , profess ional faith¬

breakers (deprogrammers) or organizat ions hostile to

new religious movements (NRMs).This phenomenon
often targets members of such movements, e .g. relat ively

large faiths like the Family Federat ion or Jehovah's

Witnesses, but also smaller groups like Happy Sc ience
(Kdfuku no Kagaku) and other newer religious
movements.

Also subject to faith-breaking attempts: Members of

Soka Cakkai. Here students belonging to the faith in

2001. Photo: Wikimedia Commons. L icense: CCASA 3.0

Unp. Cropped

However, al so Soka Cakkai , a Buddhist-based lay

organizat ion with more than 8 million Japanese
members, and affilia ted with Nichiren Buddhism, has

occas ionally been subject to faith-breaking attempts.

The pract i ce gained attention in the latter hal f of the 20th
century, part icular ly in the 1980s and 1990s. Parents or
concerned family members often hired faith-breakers

who taught them how to abduct and forcib ly detain
believers. Almost all such cases involved confining the

individual believer and cutting him or her off from the
re ligious community. Dur ing the confinement , the
believer was subjected to intense quest ioning or

indoctrinat ion des igned to break his or her faith. The aim
was to “rescue” the person from what the family often
had been tr icked by faith-breakers or lawyers to regard as



narmrui innuence r rom me religious organizat ion.

Crit ics of forced de-convers ion argue that it vio lates

fundamental human r ights , including freedom of

thought , religion, and assoc iat ion. Reports of

psychological trauma and accusat ions of unlawful

detent ion have sparked debates over its ethical and legal

implicat ions. In response, some religious groups,

particular ly NRMs, have lobbied for greater protect ions

against such pract i ces.

Japanese courts have been inconsistent in addressing

cases of coerc ive faith-breaking. While some verdicts have

condemned the practice as illegal detent ion, others have

been more lenient , c iting family concerns about “mental

health" or alleged “exp lo i tat ion" as mit igat ing factors. ]

[Editor ’s note 9: Ideological re -educat ion. The Japanese

term (shisd kaizb) i s best translated as “thought

reform" or “ideological re -educat ion" .

I t refers to the deliberate effort to change someone’s

beliefs , ideology, or wor ldview - often through coerc ive or

manipulat ive means. The term has st rong historical and

polit ical connotat ions, espec ially assoc ia ted with

author itar ian regimes (e .g. , Communist China under Mao

or Xi Jinping), where it has been used to descr ibe

systemat ic campaigns to reshape people’s thinking to

align with state ideology.]
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