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Remarks on detained and persecuted Mother Han by
televangelist Paula White, adviser to President Donald
Trump, draw attention in South Korean religious media

An article by reporter Shin Bi-rom (£!H|Z) in the South Korean

Peace Tree South Korean religious news outlet Peace Tree (‘B 2}LtF) 16th March has

religious news drawn attention to remarks made by American televangelist Paula
White, a prominent evangelical leader who currently heads the

White House Faith Office. According to the report, White publicly praised Hak Ja Han (2t2H X} - also

called Mother Han - the leader of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification, during a video
address sent to a major religious conference organized by the movement in 2025.

See also Global Clergy Visit Detained Mother Han

See also More Humanity Even in A Communist Prison?

The remarks have attracted attention in South Korea because
Unificationism (& & 1) - often called the "Moon movement"

after its founder - has long been regarded by many Korean
Protestant churches as a controversial new religious movement.
Statements of support for its leadership from internationally
known Christian figures can therefore provoke debate within
Korea's highly active Christian media environment.

According to the Peace Tree report, White recorded a
congratulatory message in August 2025 for the "2025 World
Religious Leaders Conference"”, an event hosted by
Unificationism that brings together religious leaders from
different countries and traditions. In the message, White
expressed appreciation for the leadership of Hak Ja Han and
referred to her with the phrase "Holy Mother Han", a title used
Hak Ja Han, aka Mother Han by followers of the movement. White thanked her for
demonstrating courage and strong faith and said she believed
Mother Han's prayers would play a role in the future peaceful unification of the Korean Peninsula.

In the same message, White also praised Mother Han for convening religious leaders in Korea and
encouraging them to worship God together, affirm religious freedom, and cooperate in the pursuit of
peace. The comments, which circulated through conference media coverage, were later highlighted by
Peace Tree as part of its reporting on connections between political figures and controversial religious
groups.




White is one of the most visible evangelical pastors in American politics. She served as a religious adviser
during the first administration of Donald Trump and later became head of the White House Faith Office
after Trump returned to power. Known for preaching prosperity theology - a strand of evangelical
teaching that links faith with material blessing - White has been a prominent figure in American religious
broadcasting and conservative Christian political networks for decades.

The South Korean report also connects White's earlier remarks to
a more recent political development. She has reportedly played a

role in facilitating a meeting between Kim Min-seok (Z 214),

the Prime Minister of South Korea, and President Trump.
According to Kim's explanation, the meeting was not originally
scheduled but occurred after he first met with White in her
capacity as head of the White House Faith Office.

Kim stated that during his conversation with White, questions
arose concerning several Korean religious figures, including Son

Hyun-bo (2% &), a megachurch pastor from Busan, and Hak Ja

Han. Prime Minister Kim emphasized that any legal issues being
discussed were not related to religious beliefs or activities
themselves. Instead, he said, the matters involved alleged
violations of election law, political financing rules, or bribery
Kim Min-seok, Prime Minister of statutes - issues that would apply equally to anyone, regardless

South Korea since Ju|y 4, 2025 of whether they were religious leaders.

The article published by Peace Tree reflects a broader pattern within South Korea's religious media
landscape, where journalists closely track interactions between political leaders and religious
organizations. Because Christianity - particularly Protestant Christianity - plays a significant social and
political role in South Korea, statements by influential international Christian leaders can quickly become
part of domestic debates about religious authority, political influence, and the legitimacy of new religious
movements.

White's comments about Mother Han therefore attracted attention not only because of the praise itself but
also because of the wider historical tensions between mainstream Korean Protestant churches and
Unificationism. By highlighting the remarks, the Peace Tree report situates them within ongoing
discussions in South Korea about the relationship between religion, politics, and international evangelical
networks.
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according to himself —urging
congregants to support candidates
sympathetic to traditional Christian
values.

Among the most prominent targets
of recent raids and investigations are
e two large new religious movements —
Pastor Son Hyun-bo, the Shincheonji Church of Jesus [See
here August 2025. Photo:  odjtor's note below] and the Family
Bitter Winter Federation for World Peace and
Unification, co-founded and currently

3,

led by Mother Han (83).

Investigations into their finances or political activities is interpreted
by supporters as ideological targeting. Critics of the government
argue that prosecutors are selectively focusing on conservative
religious networks rather than all political-religious connections.

According to the Chosun llbo article, for now, the court
proceedings are focused on establishing the facts — specifically
whether money or gifts were actually transferred to politicians and
whether such actions violated political funding laws. Yoon Yeong-
ho's testimony suggests that although money and gifts may have
been prepared for the meeting in question, he insists they were
never handed over. Determining whether that account is accurate
will likely be a central issue as the trial continues.

See also Trump Adviser’s Praise for Mother Han Noticed
See also More Humanity Even in A Communist Prison?
See also Indictment Language Challenged by Defense
Text: Knut Holdhus, editor

Featured image above: South Korean trial about religion, politics,
and money. lllustration: Chat GPT 16th March 2026

[Editor’s note: Shincheoniji, officially known as Shincheonji Church
of Jesus, the Temple of the Tabernacle of the Testimony, is a new
religious movement founded in South Korea in 1984 by Lee Man-
hee, who claims to be the promised pastor mentioned in the
Bible's Book of Revelation. Shincheonji teaches that the Book of
Revelation is being fulfilled through its church and that Lee Man-
hee has received divine revelation to interpret it.]
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