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Worries about Hak Ja Han's health condition. Illustration: Chat GPT 

 

Mother Han released from detention center for hospital 

treatment after falls and worsening glaucoma in custody as 

court cites health concerns 

 

The South Korean news agency News1 reported 11th February 

2026 that a court in Seoul has temporarily released Hak Ja Han 

(한학자), the leader of the Family Federation for World Peace 

and Unification - also known under its former name the Unification Church - so that she can receive 

medical treatment. This decision marks the second time in recent months that the court has suspended her 

detention due to health concerns. 

 

See also Court Delays Bail Decision for Mother Han (82) 

See also Worsening Health Becomes Major Media Issue 

 

Han - by many called Mother 

Han - is a prominent religious 

figure in South Korea and 

abroad. She was taken into 

pretrial detention in 

September and later formally 

indicted in connection with 

allegations of improper ties 

between political figures and 

her religious organization. 

Prosecutors have described 

the case as involving 

suspected collusion between 

politics and religion, an issue 

that has drawn significant 

public attention in South 

Korea. While her trial is still 

ongoing, she has been held in 

Seoul Detention Center. 

 

On 11th February, the 27th 

News1 

 
Artistic impression of Mother Han in detention cell. Illustration: 

Image from "Video tribute to Dr. Hak Ja Han created by 

Unconditional Productions". 



 

 

Criminal Division of the Seoul Central District Court approved Mother Han's request for what is known 

in Korea as a "suspension of detention" (구속집행정지). Under South Korean law, this legal measure 

allows a defendant to be released temporarily from custody when there are urgent or humanitarian reasons 

to do so. Common grounds include serious illness, childbirth, or the need to attend a close family 

member's funeral. Once granted, the suspension takes effect immediately. 

 

News 1 writes that the court ruled that Hak Ja Han's detention will be suspended from 10:00 a.m. on 12th 

February until 2:00 p.m. on 21st February. During this period, she will be released from the detention 

center and transferred to a hospital for treatment. 

 

According to reports, Mother Han recently suffered three separate falls while in custody. As a result, she 

is said to be unable to move independently. In addition to injuries related to the falls, she is reportedly 

dealing with existing health conditions, including high blood pressure and glaucoma, a serious eye 

disorder that can lead to vision loss if not properly treated. These combined health issues formed the basis 

of her request for temporary release. 

 

 
The building housing Seoul Central District Court. Image: Grok xAI  

 

According to News1, Mother Han's legal team emphasized that the application for suspension was not 

intended to delay or obstruct the judicial process. In a public statement, her lawyers said the purpose of 

the request was to ensure that she could receive the minimum necessary medical care to prevent her 

condition from worsening. They framed the move as a medical necessity rather than a legal strategy. 

 

This is not the first time the court has granted Mother Han temporary release. After her initial detention in 

September, she filed a similar request, which the court approved on 4th November under certain 

conditions. At that time, she was hospitalized and underwent surgery for glaucoma. However, when she 

later asked for the suspension period to be extended, the court rejected the request, and she was required 

to return to the detention center on 7th November. 

 

The latest decision reflects the court's assessment that her current medical condition justifies another 

short-term suspension. Her trial is expected to continue after the suspension period ends. 

 

 

See also Court Delays Bail Decision for Mother Han (82) 

 

See also Worsening Health Becomes Major Media Issue 

 

See also In Tiny Solitary Cell: Irreversible Harm Caused 

 

See also Religious Freedom Threat: China-Led Alliance 

 

See also When Conscience Dies: Global War on God 

 

See also Gingrich Warns Against State Control of Faith 
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See also Health Concerns: 82-Year-Old Pretrial Detainee 

 

See also Some Religions Are Welcome in Politics, Some Not 
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See also President's Own Party Drawn into Lobbying Claims 

 

See also Faith, Finance, Fairness: Rethinking the Narrative 

 

See also Balcomb: "Prosecutors' Case Is Politically Driven" 

 

See also Likely Long Legal Battle Ahead for Mother Han 

 

See also Bail Hearing with Mother Han's Spiritual Message 

 

See also Trial Day 1: Mother Han Denies All Allegations 

 

See also Asia Today Editorial: "Avoid Detention of Clergy!" 
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