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From a Victory over Communism campaign in Japan in 1969, supported by the Unification Church 

 
Politician describes how Japanese communists have been at war with a faith since 1978 election 

defeat that halted their progress. 

 
In a series of three articles, Bitter Winter, the online 
magazine for human rights and religious freedom, 
published a report titled "The Unification Church 
Case in Japan: A Politician Speaks Up." It was 
written by a member of the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), Toshikazu Masubuchi, who served as 
speaker of Tochigi Prefectural Assembly 1991-
2011. 

 
On 27th February 2024, Bitter 
Winter published the 1st of its 3 
articles. It was headlined "It Is All 

About Anti-Communism". 
 
In it, Masubuchi tells his story, how he came to 
work together with the Unification Church and why 
he thinks it is being unjustly persecuted fiercely. 

 
He was born in a deeply religious Buddhist family in Utsunomiya (宇都宮市), the main city of Tochigi 
Prefecture (栃木県), about 100 km north of Tokyo. He worked in his father's large construction company 
before entering politics at the age of 26, in 1972. Three years later, he was elected to the prefectural 
assembly and served there for nine terms until 2011. 
 
Masubuchi describes his political fundamentals, 
 
"For me, the essence of conservative politics lies in patriotism and religious faith. Masashige Kusunoki [
楠木 正成 - 1294 - 1338, the epitome of the loyal samurai in Japanese history] advocated "Hirihōkenten" 
as his emblem. This means that one should act in accordance with the will of Heaven. Without a sense of 
reverence towards Heaven, people would act as they please, and justice would not prevail. Following the 
will of Heaven is essential for politics that lead people to happiness. 
 
Although Japan is often described as non-religious, religious sentiments are actually ingrained within the 
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people, as seen in the incorporation of religious rituals into annual events. I believe that the Japanese 
people's reputation for moral integrity is largely due to the deep-rooted religious faith that has been 
traditionally passed down from one generation to the next." 
 
The experienced politician holds the belief that despite the diversity of religions worldwide, akin to the 
various climbing routes up Mount Fuji, different religious denominations may vary in approach but 
ultimately aspire toward the same goal. Therefore, he holds respect for religions beyond Buddhism. 
 

Masubuchi's conservative political ideology stands in stark 
opposition to communism. He fundamentally rejects 
communism for its denial of the existence of God and its 
willingness to employ any means to achieve its objectives, 
regardless of the human cost. He cites instances from history 
where hundreds of millions of lives were lost in countries like 
the former Soviet Union, the People's Republic of China (PRC), 
and Cambodia due to communist regimes' indifference towards 
human rights violations. The Tochigi politician is strongly 
opposed to the concentration of power in the hands of a few 
based on the concept that a Communist paradise can be created 
by a one-party dictatorship. 
 
He recounts an incident he experienced when left-leaning media 
falsely accused a school principal of obstructing free speech 
when he called the police to handle a disturbance at a junior high 
school in Utsunomiya City. This incident led Masubuchi to 
publicly express his belief that the school board, rather than the 
principal, should handle media relations in such situations. 

However, his statement was twisted by media outlets like the "Asahi Shimbun" and exploited by the 
Communist Party, showcasing their tendency to distort facts and propagate falsehoods to suit their 
narrative. 
 
Following his unsuccessful bid in the July 1974 by-election for the Tochigi Prefectural Assembly, 
Masubuchi was introduced to the International Coalition for Victory Over Communism (IFVOC), a 
conservative political organization founded by Sun Myung Moon. That was during the Cold War era 
when Japan and South Korea faced the threat of communist expansionism. Inspired by IFVOC's stance 
against communism, Masubuchi engaged in discussions criticizing communism with the members of the 
anti-communist organization. 

 
Masubuchi recalls attending the Tochigi Prefectural Convention of 
IFVOC around 1976, where its chairman Osami Kuboki (1931-1998) 
delivered a speech titled "A Cry for the Salvation of the Country". He 
addressed the threat of communism from a conservative perspective. 
Impressed by the speech, Masubuchi felt a sense of solidarity with 
IFVOC's values, 
 
"As someone proud to be a conservative politician, it felt as if I had 
gained a million allies and found a leader in political philosophy. At that 
time, the religious affiliations of those leading IFVOC were an entirely 
different dimension of the issue." 
 
The politician recalls how IFVOC from the late 1970s and into the 
1990s, played a significant role in supporting conservative candidates in 
local elections, contributing to the decline of left-wing administrations in 

many municipalities, 
 
"In 1978, the Kyoto Prefectural Governor election took place. The left-wing administration of Torazo 
Ninagawa (蜷川虎三 - 1897-1981) had lasted for 28 years in Kyoto, and to overthrow it, young members 
of IFVOC fought on the front lines through street speeches and more. They even faced fierce interference 
from the Communist Party at times. After such life-threatening battles, conservative candidate Yukio 
Hayashida (林田 悠紀夫 - 1915-2007) won the election. 
 
 
In response, Kenji Miyamoto (宮本 顕治 - 1908-2007), the Communist Party chairman at the time, was 
furious and called for the destruction of IFVOC and FFWPU ('Red Flag' (Shimbun Akahata - the 
newspaper of the Japanese Communist Party), 8th June 1978)." 
 
And IFVOC continued to engage in frontline battles in various local elections, 
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"Left-wing local governments, such as Ryokichi Minobe (美濃部 亮吉 - 1904-1984) in Tokyo (1967 - 
1979), Ryoichi Kuroda (1911-2003) in Osaka (1971 - 1979), and Yawara Hata (畑和 - 1910-1996) in 
Saitama (1972 - 1992), disappeared one after another, leading to the decline of once-thriving leftist 
municipalities." 
 
As a result, the 1990s witnessed a period of conservative dominance in Japan, with IFVOC being viewed 
as a staunch adversary by the Japanese Communist Party and its sympathizers. 
 
Around 1980, IFVOC expanded its presence nationwide, establishing branch organizations composed 
mainly of politicians. In Tochigi Prefecture, Masubuchi assumed the role of secretary-general in the 
Tochigi Prefecture General Branch, working alongside former senator Noboru Yano to further IFVOC's 
mission of combating left-leaning tendencies and promoting conservative values in Japan. 
 
 
To be continued. Part 2 coming soon. 
 
"Communists' War with a Faith since 1978 Defeat" - text: Knut Holdhus 
 

More about communists' war with a faith: 12 Religious Freedom NGOs Denouncing Japan 
 
Yet more about communists' war with a faith: Japanese Communists' Final War 
 
Still more about communists' war with a faith: Political and Social Activism behind Oppression 
 
Even more about communists' war with a faith: Media Helping Terrorist Reach His Goal 
 
And yet more about communists' war with a faith: Opposition Inciting Regime to Excessive Steps 
 
And still more about communists' war with a faith: Journalist Reveals Ugly Leftwing Conspiracy 
 
And even more about communists' war with a faith: Media/Legal Expert: Communism behind 
Persecution 
 
More about communists' war with a faith: Gingrich: Kishida Joining Communist Campaign 
 
More about communists' war with a faith: The 3 Enemies of Religious Liberty 
 
More about communists' war with a faith: Lawyer Exposes Dirty Leftwing Plot 
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It Is All About Anti-Communism 
02/27/2024 TOSHIKAZU MASUBUCHI 

The former speaker of Tochigi Prefectural Assembly told his story, why he 
cooperated with the Unification Church, and why he believes it has been 
unfairly slandered. 

by Toshikazu fvlasubuchi 

Article 1 of 3. 

Reverend Sun fvlyung fvloon founding the International Federation for Victory Over Communism on January 13, 1968. 

Source: Tparents.org. 

I was born on July 4, 1946, in Utsunomiya City, Tochigi Prefecture. After graduating from local elementary and middle 

schools, I completed my education at Tamagawa Gakuen High School. I then joined my father's company, Masubuchi 

Construction, which was the largest construction company in the prefecture. At the age of 20, I married my wife, Emi. 

Unfortunately, she passed away in September 2020. When I was 26 years old, my father encouraged me to pursue a 

career in polit ics. In July 1974, I ran as a candidate from the Liberal Democratic Party (LOP) in the by-elect ion for the 

Tochigi Prefectural Assembly, but unfortunately I was unsuccessful. In the following year, 1975, I ran for the Tochigi 

PrefecturalAssembly again and was elected. 

From then until 2011, I served as a prefectural assembly member for nine terms. In 1991, at the young age of 45, I was 

elected as the 80th Speaker of the Tochigi Prefectural Assembly. I served as the Chairman of the Organizing Committee 

for the Tochigi Prefecture Citizens' Celebrat ion Ceremony for His Majesty's 20th Anniversary of Reign, held on 

December 13, 2009. I had a younger brother named Hiroshi Masubuchi. Hiroshi worked as a lawyer and even served as 

the President of the Tochigi Prefecture Bar Association. However, he passed away in November 2023. 

From the beginning of my political career, influenced by my parents, I have held conservative political beliefs. For me, 

the essence of conservative politics lies in patriotism and religious faith. Masashige Kusunoki 11294- 1338, the epitome 

of the loyal samurai in Japanese history! advocated "Hirihokenten" as his emblem. This means that one should act in 

accordance with the w ill of Heaven. Without a sense of reverence towards Heaven, people would act as they please, 

and just ice would not prevail. Following the will of Heaven is essential for politics that lead people to happiness. 

Although Japan is often described as non- religious, religious sent iments are actually ingrained within the people, as 

seen in the incorporation of religious rituals into annual events. I believe that the Japanese people's reputation for moral 

integrity is largely due to the deep-rooted religious faith that has been traditionally passed down from one generation 

to the next. 

Speaking of my family, my father was a self-made man who achieved success in his business and can be described as 

a typical "rags-to-riches" figure. However, he also held deep reverence for the gods and ancestors. He donated a torii 

gate to the local shrine and made substantial contributions to the construction of the main hall of our family temple. He 

even served as the chairman of the committee for the temple's construction. When my wife passed away, I obtained a 

Buddhist posthumous name, "Saishoin Eiqa Emi Seijo Daiji,'' from the head priest of our family temple and made a 



donation of 200,000 yen. This, too, was an expression of my faith. 

While there are various religions in the world, I believe that just as there are different climbing routes up Mount Fuj i, 

different religions and sects may differ, but they all aim for the same summit. Therefore, I respect relig ions other than 

Buddhism as well. 

Tochigi Prefectural Assembly Hall. Credits. 

My conservative political philosophy and communism are entirely incompatible. Fundamentally, communism, which 

denies the existence of God, is indifferent to any means necessary to achieve its goals. As a result, tens of millions or 

even hundreds of millions of lives were taken in the former Soviet Union, the People's Republic of China (PRC), 

Cambodia, and other places, without any concern for the methods employed. Furthermore, the theoretical notion that 

communism can achieve utopia through a one-party dictatorship of the proletariat is fiction. Even among the working 

class, concentration of power leads to its abuse, and there is no restraint on human rights violat ions. 

The act ions of the left are often accompanied by falsehoods. In my experience, there was an incident at a j unior high 

school in Utsunomiya City where students were causing a disturbance, and the principal had to call the police. If a 

situation becomes unmanageable w ithin a school, it is necessary to involve the police. However, the principal, under 

pressure from left-leaning media, had to struggle to defend his decision. Unable to overlook this, I publicly stated, "The 

school principal, who is not accustomed to dealing with the media, should not be on the front line. The board of 

education should hand le media relations." In response, the "Asahi Shimbun" falsely claimed that "Masubuchi t ried to 

block free speech," creating a commot ion. The Communist Party also dist ributed pamphlets with similar content and 

conducted street demonstrations. Their characteristic is to consistently shift away from the essence of the matter, and 

they are comfortable with telling lies. 

After losing in the by-election for the Tochigi Prefectural Assembly in July 1974, I was introduced to the International 

Coalition for Victory Over Communism as a conservative political organization by an acquaintance. During the Cold War, 

there was a dangerous situation w ith the communist bloc actively pursuing expansionist policies, and Japan and South 

Korea faced the risk of becoming communist. Concerned about such circumstances, the International Coalition for 

Victory Over Communism (IFVOC) was founded by Reverend Sun Myung Moon, the founder of the Unification Church, 

later called Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (hereinafter referred to as "FFWPU"). It was established in 

Japan in 1968. 

Due to my concerns about the spread of communism, when members of IFVOC visited me, we engaged in lively 

discussions criticizing communism. 

Around 1976, the Tochigi Prefectural Convention of IFVOC was held, and Chairman Osami Kuboki of IFVOC delivered a 

speech titled "A Cry for the Salvation of the Country." At that time, political dist rust was high due to the aftermath of the 

Lockheed incident, and it was the era of left-wing dominance. Amidst this, Chairman Kuboki's speech, addressing the 

threat of communism from a conservative standpoint, was a rare appeal, and I was deeply impressed. As someone 

proud to be a conservative politician, it felt as if I had gained a million allies and found a leader in polit ical philosophy. At 

that time, the religious affi liations of those leading IFVOC were an entirely different dimension of the issue. 

Chairman Osami Kuboki. Source: Tparents.org. 



In 1978, the Kyoto Prefectural Governor elect ion took place. The left-w ing administration ofTorazo Ninagawa had lasted 

for 28 years in Kyoto, and to overthrow it, young members of IFVOC fought on the front lines through street speeches 

and more. They even faced fierce interference from the Communist Party at t imes. After such li fe-threatening battles, 

conservative candidate Yukio Hayashida won the election. In response, Kenj i Miyamoto, the Communist Party chairman 

at the time, was furious and called for the destruction of IFVOC and FFWPU ("Red Flag," June 8, 1978). 

Subsequently, IFVOC cont inued to engage in frontline battles in various local elections. Left-w ing local governments, 

such as Ryokichi Minobe in Tokyo (1967- 1979), Ryoichi Kuroda in Osaka (1971- 1979), and Kazu Hata in Saitama (1972-

1992), disappeared one after another, leading to the decline of once-thriv ing left ist municipalities. Thus, the 1990s 

became an era of conservat ive dominance. IFVOC saved Japan from left- leaning tendencies. On the other hand, for the 

Japanese Communist Party and its sympathizers, IFVOC became an "irreconcilable enemy." 

Around 1980, IFVOC established branch organizations nationw ide, mainly consist ing of polit icians. In Tochigi Prefecture, 

we formed the Tochigi Prefecture General Branch, with former senator Noboru Yano as the chairman and me taking on 

the role of secretary-general. Knowing that they had been fight ing for Japan w ith utmost dedicat ion, I readily accepted 

the position. 

TAGGED WITH: ANTI-CULT, JAPAN, UNIFICATION CHURCH 

Toshikazu Masubuchi 
Toshikazu Masubuchi was born in 1946 in Utsunomiya City, Tochigi Prefecture. After a business career in his 

father's construction company, he entered politics and in 1975 was elected as a member of the Tochigi 

Prefectural Assembly, In 1991. he was elected as the Both Speaker of the same Assembly, where he served for 

nine terms until 2011. 
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The Police Raids 
Against MISA in France, 
November 28, 2023. 1. 
Conflicting Narratives 

Why the New French 
Law on "Cults" is Wrong 

The Police Raids 
Against MISA in France, 
November 28, 2023. 2. 
MISA Students Tell.. 

Pourquoi la nouvelle Loi f ran<;aise sur Les ·sectes· est dangereuse 

L'.Assemblee nationale frani:;:aise a reintroduit dans la Loi sur les « sectes » retrange delit de 
« sujetion psychologique » que le Senat avait supprime. 

The Police Raids Against MISA in France, November 28, 2023. 5. The Anti-Cult Ideology 
in France 

France is unique among democratic countries in promoting a state-sponsored anti-cult 
ideology, based on discredited theories of "brainwashing" and "mind control." 

Japan, Pamphlets Against Conservative Religion Dist ributed in Schools 

Minors are told that being admonished that by doing or not doing certain things they can go 
to hell, or being brought to religious activities, are forms of "abuse." 

Bloody Regimes and "Drunk Drivers": The IRF Summit Rocks Washington DC 

The largest religious liberty event of the year challenged the brutality of China and Russia 
but also noted that democratic countries such as Japan look like dangerous intoxicated 
drivers. 




