































































































Reverend Kwak suggested that we be-
gin with a 120-day training program in
Korea as soon as students graduate in
the spring,.

Testimony
by David Fraser-Harris

T1ree of us (Ulrich Tuente, Laurent
Ladouce, David Fraser-Harris) had
flown directly to Moscow from the Eu-
ropean Leaders’ Meeting in Camberg,.
We had 2 days before the [SUM started,
s0 we could find out about our move-
ment’s activities there, see some of Mos-
cow ElI'ld pl’t-.‘pfll‘@ our ]eCtUreS.

One hundred eighty-eight professors
registered for the ISUM, while actual at-

Of those, 30 or 40 were Soviet Koreans.
When members of the Korean Associa-
tion heard we were holding the semi-
nar, a lot more wanted to come, but the
Moscow Youth Institute told them that
there was no more room.

During our first 2 days, Laurent, Ul-
rich, myself and our missionary met with
the Comsomol Institute officials and the
interpreters (we had 8 professionals for
the conference). Each day one of the in-
terpreters accompanied us into Moscow,
| acting as a guide as well.

[ have participated in 2 other ISUMs
(Bucharest and Zagreb). Although I had
already experienced much greater open-
ness among East European professors, |

felt that the response in Russia was more | the Korean Association, but most of them

profound. Perhaps this is due to a com-
bination of factors: the nation’s history

tendance fluctuated between 90 and 140. |

of suffering, the current desperate situa-
tion and a sense that now is the time
when things can and must change. But
whatever the reasons, professors were
more than attentive: they seemed to be
listening with their heart, genuinely
searching for something that will help
their country.

Lecturers from America included Dr.
Gordon Anderson, who gave an over-
view of the Unification Movement and
a lecture on the last 400 years which
pointed beyond communism and cap-
italism to familism; Dr. Thomas Walsh,
whose lecture on Jesus and the Second

feeling it would be nice to close in pray-
er, one Korean lady suggested that we
pray. In the same group, a Russian pro-
fessor asked about becoming a member
of the church. When he was told that
the church didn’t yet exist legally in
Russia, he replied, “Okay, then I'll join
the German Church.”

At the Comsomol Institute, suppos-

| edly a bastion of orthodox communist

thought, one of the professors of phi-
losophy showed me around his depart-
ment. He was very excited about our
lectures, promising to organize an audi-

| ence whenever we come back. When his

secretary asked

Professors seemed to be listening with
their heart, genuinely searching for
something that will help their country.

him if he was an
atheist or not, he
said: “Well, 1
think a bit like
Einstein: not a
personal God,

Advent included a clear down-to-earth |
concept of the Messiah as True Parent; |
and Professor Richard Rubenstein who
spoke on “The Vision of Reverend
Moon in the World Today.” Also present
from Europe were President and Mrs.
Kim, ., and Margaret Ali with
3 professors from the British Academy
for World Peace. Several videos were
shown. We had a special session on
practical follow-up activities, during
which various groups met separately:
PWPA, IRF, and the Unification Church.
We also offered a separate meeting for

decided to join the Unification Church
group. At the end, just as Laurent was

Pl

Rev. Kwak gives guidance to members after pledge service.

March 1991

but there’s some-
thing out there.” One of our translators,
very interested in the RYS project, went
out of her way to arrange a special
meeting for me with a Comsomol lead-
er. We had an excellent 2-hour meeting
discussing possibilities for the 1992 RYS
in Russia.

At the closing banquet, because of
the history of Comsomol we had de-
cided not to have a public prayer, but to
just welcome everyone and ask them to
begin. Shortly afterwards a Russian
male choir began to sing—they sang
deep Russian Orthodox songs. Sudden-
ly, I realized no one was eating: every-
one waited until the choir finished. We
had just been treated to an Orthodox
blessing arranged for by the Institute.
As the meal went on, we were treated to
classical music and a vibrant, colorful
traditional Russian folk group.

Saying good-by was very difficult.
As I said good-by to the kitchen staff, 1
was moved by one lady who had always
been so happy to serve us, unlike the
stories I'd heard about service in the
USSR. In each building, someone attends
the coatroom. When I said good-by to
one attendant, the lady said, “It's been a
pleasure knowing you. We feel you're
different somehow.” And at least 3 trans-
lators wanted to see us off at the airport.
I hope they have a chance to study the
Divine Principle soon. Many of these

people can become members. I only wish |

there were more of us to do follow-up
work. We had met and touched the Rus-
sian people. In so many faces there was
a spark of hope, of new life. 1
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