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God's Hope for America 
Blessing never comes alone; it comes with 
responsibility. If one forsakes the responsibility, 
one also forsakes God's blessing. Inevitably, the 
blessing of God will leave, and the nation doing 
this will decline. Is it not true that the signs of 
such decline are already apparent in America 
today? 
-Reverend Sun Myung Moon (page 3) 
Love and Marriage in the Unification 
Church ' 
Basically we feel the Unification Church 
members are preparing most of all for marriage 
and family life. That is our goal : to be a good 
husband, a good wife; a good mother, a good 
father. To practice, we're trying to develop into 
good sons and daughters. 

---~ -Hillie Edwards (page 38) 
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On Personal Growth 
Freud said that to be able to love and to work is 
a healthy personality. They say all kinds of 
things (about Unification Church members), but 
they always mention that we're happy and we're 
always talking about love. And we work so hard. 
Well, according to Freu -i's definition, that would 
be a pretty healthy person . 
-Nora Spurgin (page 48) 
Can Civil Religion Save America? 
If it is true that the power to move nations lies 
with a God of ultimate and unconditional 
t·anscendence, it would be more useful for 
scholars who seek the national restitution to 
help this not yet chosen people understand the 
judgment of God on the United States for its 
countless offenses against righteousness. 
-Dr. Elwyn Smith (page 64) 
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in tliis issue 
June 1 finally came, the day 

for which we had been preparing 
for months. There was an air of 
unreality about the day for me; I 
couldn't believe it was really here. 
The witnessing/cleaning teams 
went out in the morning as usual. 
Those participating in the Na­
tional Parents Conference had a 
morning meeting, then started 
gathering at the buses by 2 p.m. so 
they could sit together in a re­
served section at Yankee Stadium 
with their sons and daughters. 
Louise Strait, who has been cover­
ing the campaign since its incep­
tion as editor of the New Hope 
News, wraps it all up in her article. 
Reverend Moon's talk at Yankee 
Stadium, "God's Hope for 
America," begins on the facing 
page. 

This issue also includes a re­
port of the National Parents Con­
ference, which was successful 
beyond its planners furthest 
dreams. They at first hoped to 
draw 120 parents, were pleased 
when 350 registered in advance. 
When more than 600 actually 
showed up, they were really hap­
py. And those who came for the 
four-day program, or part of it, 
were also happy with the results . 
Neil Salonen's welcoming re­
marks, Nora Spurgin's talk on per­
sonal growth, and Hillie Edwards' 
presentation on love and marriage: 
Unification Church style, are in­
cluded i1 this issue. 

Those attending the Confer­
ence also had a chance to be among 
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the first guests at the new Unifica­
tion Church World Mission Head­
quarters, formerly the New Yorker 
Hotel located at Eighth Avenue 
and 34th Street one block from 
Madison Square Garden. Mem­
bers worked day and night to pre­
pare the 2,000-room liotel for the 
parents and many foreign dig­
nitaries who arrived only a few 
days after we moved in. When I 
volunteered to help with the Par­
ents Conference I was told, 
"Great! You can help get accom­
modations ready." And so I did, 
changing from my cleaning clothes 
to a dress just in time for the recep­
tion. 

Articles by Dr. Masatoshi 
Matsus~ita, president of the Pro­
fessors World Peace Academy, and 
Dr. Elwyn Smith, a speaker at the 
Bicentennial Conference on Re­
ligious Liberty, shed some in­
teresting light on America's bicen­
tennial spirit- where she is today, 
how she got there, and what kind 
of spirit America really needs to­
day. This is indeed the year for 
thoughtful reassessment. 

From their experiences over­
seas, Unification Church represen­
tatives are learning many different 
aspects of God's heart-His pain 
at having to watch His children 
suffer at the hands of Satan, His 
loneliness, His sorrow at the scars 
of racism. This is one aspect of 
what Reverend !\loon has taught 
us-to try to see the world through 
God's eyes. 

V.T. 



by REVEREND SUN MYUNG MOON 
Founder, Unification Church International 

C itizens of the United States and Honorable 
Delegates of the world, I would like to 
speak to you tonight on the subject "God's 

Hope for America." But first of all, I would like to 
express my heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all 
of you for coming today and being part of this record 
crowd. 

Here in grand Yankee Stadium we have 
gathered to celebrate America's 200th birthday. 

Among this year's many celebrations, our 
Festival at Yankee Stadium is unique for the 
following reasons: first, we have gathered together 



in the name of God, and second, we are having an 
international celebration. Representatives from all 
over the world are here for this joyous celebration 

God's Goal in History 

Today we are living in an age when we must 
look at every individual and every nation as vital 
components of the world. In our world, there are 
basically two ways of life. One is the selfish way of 
life, and the other is the unselfish way of life where 
one thinks beyond himself and his family and lives 
for the greater purpose of the nation and the world. 
Throughout history, whether in the East or West, 
those who played important roles were 
public-minded or selfless persons. 

The well-being of the family should come 
before that of the individual; the nation should 
come before the family; and the world before the 
nation, and God before the world. This is the 
philosophy of the selfless way of life. The righteous 
men and women and saints in history were those 
people who selflessly sacrificed themselves for God 
and mankind. Jesus Christ was indeed the supreme 
example of such a righteous man. 

It is truly God, however, who is supremely 
selfless, supremely public-minded. When mankind 
rebelled against Him, God did not take revenge; He 
forgave. And God has been working tirelessly to 
raise sinful men up out of sin into salvation. To do 
this God sent His only Son Jesus Christ. Even at the 
cost of sacrificing His Son, God wanted to save the 
world. God erected Israel as the chosen nation. The 
purpose of the chosen nation is also to save the 
world. And God raised up Christianity for the same 
purpose-to save the world. 

The Bible says in John 3: 16, "God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life." Remember, the world is God's goal. And just 
as Jesus willingly gave his life so that the world 
might live, God wanted all Christians to be willing 
to give themselves for the salvation of the world. 
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America is undergoing another test . . . an internal or spiritual 
one. The God-denying ideology of Communism is ready to 
undertake an all-out offensive against the free world. They 
know America is God's final bulwark on earth. America can 

not win this battle alone. She needs God. 

However, today Christians , ,f the world are not even 
close co realizing chis heart of God. 

God seeks to build one family of man. 
Therefore, the family, church and nation which God 
desires transcend all barriers of race and nationality. 
The people who are a unified blending of all colors 
of skin, and who transcend race and nationality are 
most beautiful in the sight of God and most pleasing 
to Him. 

The Meaning of America 

Let us look at America. It is most important 
chat we know whether the U niced States of America 
was conceived by God or not. Ladies and 
gentlemen, it is my firm belief that the United 
States of America was indeed conceived by God. 

There were, however, two kinds of people 
among your forefathers. One kind came to this land 
seeking wealth. The others came to this land 
seeking God and freedom. They dreamed of 
building a new nation centered upon God. If the 
former had become the mainstream of America, 
there would have been far greater strife, division 
and struggle between the different races and 
national groups. The United States would have 
been fi lted with unrighteousness and injustice. 
From the beginning, however, God intervened. 
Therefore, of all the immigrants, the righteous men 
of God were to find their proper place as leaders in 
America. All the different races and nationalities of 
the world harmonized upon this land to create 
God-centered families, churches and the nation of 
America. The beautiful tradition of America was set 
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by your forefathers. 
Look at your own families. Most families have 

the virtue of a distinct international character. If 
your lineage has been in America for some time, it 
probably unites many different nationalities. In 
your blood-stream many kinds of blood are blended 
together. Nations who used to be enemies have 
united in your blood. When the individuals and the 
families which transcend racial and national barriers 
gather together to create a church, a society and a 
nation, that nation will become God's ·deal nation 
for all peoples. 

There is only one nation like this in all of 
history-The United States of America. It is 
apparent that this unique nation of America is the 

6 



creation of God. The people of America have come 
from every corner of the world. To be an American 
does not depend upon what race you are, what 
belief you have, or what cultural bacl.ground you are 
from. It is only in this nation that no matter where 
you are from, you can say this is my country. That is 
America! 

America is a microcosm of the world . 
Transcending nationality and race, America has 
created a model for the ideal world. God Himself 
had purposely hidden this I nd of America from 
civiliza tion until His time was full, and then upon 
her God raised up this model nation. In His 
Providence God anointed America with oil; He 
poured out abundant blessing upon this land. In a 
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short 200 years, God raised this nation to be the 
mightiest nation on earth. 

America Today 

But blessing never comes alone; it comes with 
responsibility. If one forsakes the responsibility, one 
also forsakes God's blessing. Inevitably the blessing 
of God will leave, and the nation doing this will 
decline. Is it not true that the signs of such decline 
are already apparent in America today? 

Beloved American people, the time has come 
that we must repent. We must fear the wrath of 
God. In the truest sense, who are the true 
Americans? True Americans are those who have a 
universal mind. True Americans are chose who 
believe in the one family of man, transcendent of 
color, and nationality as willed by God. True 
Americans are those who are proud of such 
international families, churches and of the nation 
which consists of all peoples. In the sight of God, 
there is no black; there is no white; there is no 
yellow. We must look at the human race, as God 
sees it. America must return to the true founding 
.Spirit of the nation, to the ideals which her ancestors 
sought to establish with sweat and blood. America 
must return to Godism, an absolutely God-centered 
ideology. 

God is the motivation, the cause and the 
foundation of the independence of America. 
America was born through the Providence of God. If 
we are centered upon God, we will remain united 
and enjoy prosperity. However, as soon as we turn 
away from God, we will be divided. 

Ladies and gentlemen, if America wants to 
keep the blessing of God as the leading nation of the 
world, it must form a partnership with God. Do you 
have God in your homes? Do you truly have God in 
your church? Do you have God in your society and 
nation? God is the cement. With God, America will 
stay together like concrete. But if God leaves, she 
will be like sand. When the flood comes, all will be 
washed away. 
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America's greatness and pride stem from God. 
With Him America deserves the blessing and can 
remain as the mightiest nation. With God, you can 
preserve your dignity and the leadership of the 
world. If you allow God to leave America, however, 
this nation will decline; it will be subjugated by 
satanic hands. When this happens, the future of 
America will be dismal, tragic. America will become 
a living hell. 

When God's blessing is great, and one forsakes 
God's will, God's punishment is equally great. In 
the early 1960s, America seemed to be the hope of 
the world, and the symbol of America was the city of 
New York. Today, however, the world has lost faith 
in America, and New York has become a jungle of 
immorality and depravity. It has been transformed 
into a city under the attack of evil. Chicago is no 
different; nor Los Angeles. Throughout all of 
America, Satan is becoming the master. God has 
been forgotten in this country, and if forgotten, God 
can only leave America. Now is the very moment 
that this is taking place! 

When the unifying force of God leaves 
America, nothing will be able to hold America 
together. The family will break down; churches will 
divide, and America will become mortally ill 
because the cells of her body are decaying. This will 
be the perfect opportunity for the evil of 
Communism to overtake America. This state of 
emergency is here now. Someone must do 
something! 

The Work of Reverend Moon 

There are critics who say, "Why is Reverend 
Moon so involved in America's Bicentennial? It is 
none of his business." Ladies and gentlemen, if 
there is illness in your home, do you not need a 
doctor from outside? If your home catches on fire, 
do you not need fire fighters from outside? God has 
sent me to America in the role of a doctor, in the role 
of a fire fighter. That is why I have come to America. 
Good medicine may taste bitter, and an operation 
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may involve some pain, but the treatment must 
begin at once. Should a patient complain and push 
away the doctor's hand when he touches the 
infected part? 

For the last three years, with my entire heart 
and soul I have been teaching American youth a new 
revelation from God. They now have a clear concept 
of what the God-centered family, church, and 
nation should be like. They also know the dark 
reality of America. Thus they have become 
determined fighters to bring ne\\ life and salvation 
to America before it is too late. They know the 
critical state of the nation. They know the grieving 
heart of God. And they are absolutely determined to 
turn the tide back to God. Their enthusiasm is 
beautiful to behold. 

Your dedicated sons and daughters are 
champions of God crusading for the victory of God's 
will. As God's front line, they are declaring war 
against evil. They are courageously fighting this 
noble battle. We must overcome evil. It is our 
mis~ion to build the Kingdom of God here on earth. 
Therefore, we must build a model of the Kingdom 
of God right here in America, which God loves and 
has prepared the most. 

Ladies and gentlemen, remember, these 
young people are working tirelessly. Their hearts 
are filled with tears and sighs in order to create a 
world free of tears and sighs. These young people 
are struggling, agonizing over their mission to create 
a world free of struggle and agony. Our battle is 
God's battle against Satan. For the sake of God, we 
will never retreat, but will win, whatever the 
sacrifice may be. 

It is not important whether I am persecuted or 
not. I am only concerned with the will of God and 
the mission God gave me. I am concerned that your 
rejection of me could result in the rejection of God. I 
am concerned that without knowing the situation 
clearly, you may be found opposing God's will. If 
what I am doing is not the will of God, it will not go 
too far anyway. If, however, what I am doing is the 
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will of God, then no matter how much some people 
reject and persecute us and try to block the way, this 
mission will succeed . 

Why has Reverend Moon come to America 
where he has encountered such tribulation? Am I 
pursuing my own honor? Is money my goal, or 
power? No! Never! I came to America because this 
is the country which God, our Heavenly Father has 
chosen. I came to America because I know the heart 
of God. I know that in spite of America's rebellion 
against Him, God will not abandon this country. His 
wi I is to make America an example of a Godly 
nation that the nations of the world can follow. I 
know God's will is to save the world, and to do this 
America must lead the way. This is why I came to 
America. With God you can win; with Satan you will 
fail. 

Three Great Tests 

Ladies and gentlemen, 200 years ago your 
brave ancestors in the Continental Army fought the 
Revolution, the Waroflndependence, with faith in 
God. George Washington knelt down at Valley 
Forge asking divine intervention, and he and his 
army were able to win over the invincible British 
Army. Only through divine intervention could he 
win the war a ,d America's independence. At that 
moment, God laid the "Foundation of Land" for 
America. 

Approximately 100 years later when, contrary 
to God's will, slavery and segregation were rampant 
here in America, God raised up Abraham Lincoln as 
His champion, and brought about the victory of the 
Civil War, liberating the slaves, and affirming 
equality for all people. By doing so, God laid the 
"Foundation of People" for America, transcending 
race and nationality. Yet this was an external test. 

Today, 200 years later, America is undergoing 
another test. This time the test is an internal or 
spiritual one. It is a religious test, an historical, 
ideological test. On the other side of the world, the 
God-denying ideology of Communism has risen up 
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and is ready to undertake an all-out offensive against 
the free world. Destroying America is the 
Communists' final and ultimate goal. They know 
America is God's final bulwark on earth. ~fore than 
anything else, this is a test of whether America will 
stand as God's nation or fall. 

America can not win this battle alone. She 
needs God. In this test you can not win without God 
who is the foundation of all truth, and all true 
ideology. A confrontation is inevitable between the 
two worlds-the God-affirming world and the 
God-denying world. This is a confrontation of 
ideology. Therefore, as a champion of God, America 
must win ideologically over atheistic Communism 
on the worldwide scale, with the unity of all rates 
and nationalities. Our faith in God must be stronger 
than their faith in Communism. America must win 
in the name of God. Thus God would establish the 
"Foundation of the New World Ideology" in a 
higher dimension. 

One World Under God 

The \ merican forefathers fled from religious 
persecution in Europe, came to the new world, and 
in the spirit of building "One Nation Cnder God" 
they brought about a new nation here in America 
which is now at the threshold of her third century. In 
a similar way, today people are fleeing from the 
Communist world of slavery to the free world. ~I any 
were persecuted for their religious beliefs and 
ideological differences. The time has come to unite 
them to build a new world centered upon God. 
United, the free world must liberate the enslaved 
Communist world. This time our task is to build 
"One World Under God." 

To do this, Christianity of the world must 
unite. The church must liberate herself from 
sectarianism. She must undergo a drastic reform, 
and achieve an ecumenical and an inter-religious 
unity. For this, we need a spiritual revolution. \Ve 
need a new ideology, and this new ideology must 
incorporate Oriental philosophy, uniting the 
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cultures of the East and the West. 
This new ideology will also be capable of 

unifying all the existing religions and ideologies of 
the world. Therefore, it has come in the form of a 
new religious or spiritual movement. The 
Cnification Church l\fovement has been created by 
God to fulfill that mission. This spiritual movement 
must firs • succeed here in America in order to spread 
throughout the world. The new ideology which the 
Unification Church brings is "Godism," an 
absolutely God-centered ideology. It has the power 
to awaken America, and it has the p11wer to raise up 
the model of the ideal nation of God upon this land . 

\\'ith_that done, the rest of the world will follow 
America's example and will build the Kingdom of 
God upon their respective lands. Then we shall all 
truly become brothers and sisters under one Father, 
God. This will be a world of love, a world of 
happiness. Our planet will be one home, and 
mankind will be one family. God's will, His 
long-cherished desire from the beginning of time 
will finally be fulfilled. This will be the eternal, 
ideal world of God. Indeed, it will be the Kingdom 
of God on earth. We will build it with our hands. 

This is our supreme mission. It is truly our 
God-given, sacred mission. God is crying out to the 
world, and we are His instruments. The world must 
respond to His call. Listen to God's commandment. 
Initiate a courag, ous march towards the Kingdom of 
God on earth. Whatever the difficulty, let it not stop 
t,s. Our march is God's, and it will go on to the end. 

l\Iy beloved citizens of America, today let us 
pledge to God Almighty our loyalty and dedication 
to the fulfillment of this divine mission. Ladies and 
gentlemen, in the name of God, let us unite, and 
together build the Kingdom of God on earth! 

Let us together give our united thanks to God . 
In the name of the r eople of the world, may I 
congratulate you on the 200th birthday of the great 
nation of America. May God bless you, and may 
God bless America and her third century. 

Thank you very much. • 
JJ 



Preparation for the God Bless America Festival began months ago with talking to 
people of all backgrounds. 
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bf LOUISE STRAIT 

P reparation for the Bicen­
tennial God Bless America 
Festival began early on 

June 1, with setting up the stage, 
the lighting and sound systems, 
and putting up the decorations. 
Early in the afternoon the ushers 
took their positions. Eleven bus­
loads of parents attending the 
National Parents Conference ar­
rived at about four o'clock and 
other members took their seats 
shortly afterwards. 

First came the winds .... 
Huge gusts of wind, a precursor 
of the coming rains, foiled the in­
flation of a seventy-foot hot air 
balloon which was to have sailed 
above the Stadium. The ripcord 
of the balloon gave way, causing 
it to expel its air. Lihe a deflating 
rubber balloon, it travelled errati­
cally across the field, its wind de­
stroying many decorations. 
Forty-foot styrofoam letters spell­
ing "God Bless America Festival" 
were uprooted from the ground 
and blown across the field in 
eight-foot-high pieces. 

Thousands of hearts sank as a 
driving thunderstorm then ripped 

across the Stadium at 5 o'clock, 
pounding the remainder of the 
decorations and soaking the stage. 
Then came the memorable mo­
ment when members joined in 
singing "You Are My Sunshine." 

The parents stood steadfast 
in the rain. l\fany remained on 
the front lines with the cheering 
section, singing "You Are My 
Sunshine" and waving their 
American and God Ble'is America 
flags, given out at the gates. 

As the rain subsided, the 
Go-World Brass Band played to 
raise the spirit. All of their music 
was lost under several inches of 
mud, so they miraculo 1,ly per-

15 



16 

formed their music from memory. 
As the band played; the Techni­
cal l\lissionary Corps cleared the 
remains of the styrofoam letters 
and used the music stands like 
snow shovels to sweep water 
from the stage's carpet. They 
were able to put back in half an 
hour what had taken two hours to 
assemble earlier. "The sound 
system suffered the most from 
the rain," said production coor­
dinator Michael Leone. "We ran 
a sound check on the equipment 
just before the rain and had to 
quickly unplug it in the rain. 
After the rain there was almost an 
inch of water inside the system. 
We had to turn it back on again 
without having enough time to 
do another sound check. The 
blinking lights surrounding the 
stage were also filled with water. 
The employees of the sound sys­
tem company wanted to quit 
when the rain came, but when 
they saw that we were deter­
mined to continue, they changed 
their minds. They were also af­
fected by the contagious spirit of 
everyone singing and the deter­
mination of the stage crew." 

As seven o'clock •J P­
proached, a large crowd had 
gathered in the Stadium. l\lean­
while some of the field decora­
tions had been replaced. At 7:30, 
after preliminary performances by 

New Hope Singers International 
and New York City Symphony per­
form. Korean Folk Ballet also ap­
peared on program. 





the Go-World Brass Band and 
Sunburst, the National Anthem 
opened the program. 

Outside a number of fringe 
groups took advantage of the au­
dience to draw attention to their 
causes, as they did at Madison 
Square Garden. 

Bue, the show outside did 
not stop anyone from enjoying 
the bigger one inside. The 
Stadium wrnstyle count was 
40,000. About 5,000 people came 
in before the count, so about 
45,000 people came to the Bicen­
tennial God Bless America Festi­
val. The audience enjoyed 
"America the Beautiful" and the 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic" 
by the New Hope Singers Inter­
nacional and the New York City 
Symphony, Beethoven's Fifth 
Symphony by the orchestra, and 
the Fan Dance by the Korean 
Folk Ballet. 

A variety of people attended 
Yankee Stadium. The Unification 
Church of Canada brought over 
800 people by bus, including a 
Canadian television network. 
Over 600 people came by bus 
from Washington, D. C. The Uni­
fication Church Internacional was 
represented by their top leaders 
from around the world and a 
group of parents, including Mr. 
Kamiyama's father. Leaders and 
members from Korean associa­
tions across the country also 
came. From the New York area, 
ethnic groups came in scores. 
Several hundred p ·ople came 
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from Eastern European ethnic 
groups, including Poles, Ukra­
nians, Bulgarians, etc. 

Black organizations rep­
resented included the Commun­
ity Parents' Association (500 
people), Teen World (110 
people), the Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Restoration Association, and sev­
eral neighborhood associations. 
Spanish-speaking groups in­
cluded the Hunt's Point Athletic 
Federation (250), the Hunt's 
Point Community Corporation, 
the Hunt's Point Housing Action 
Center, the Neighborhood Youth 
Corps, and the EI Barrio 
Chamber of Commerce. Asian 
groups included the Chinese Be­
nevolent Association, the 
Chinatown Service Center, and 
the Association of Free Chinese. 
The Golden Scar and Andrew 
Jackson Senior Citizens' associa­
tions came. Other groups with 
representatives present included 
the Lions Club and the Knights 
of Columbus. 

Mr. Salonen welcomed the 
guests and introduced Reverend 
Moon: "Here at the door of our 
third century as a nation, we are 
challenged to a vital cask. We are 
facing not a military or gov­
ernmental crisis but a crisis ,f the 
spirit-a crisis which calls upon 
us to live up to the ideals that 
made this nation one nation 
under God and extend it to our 
brothers and sisters around the 
world, to create one world under 
God .... The example shO\\ n in 



America of nationalities working 
together side by side should be a 
model for nations working to­
gether around the world. We be­
lieve that with the blessing of 
God we can do that .... This 
evening I would like to share 
with you the source of our en­
thusiasm. Reverend l\foon has 
come to America because he feels 
God's love for this land so 
deeply .... " 

Yankee Stadium was a major 
event for the world's media. At 
least 200 different media were 
represented by over 250 people. 
Among them were 38 American 
newspapers, 11 magazines and 30 
international print media, includ­
ing press and wire services. Nine 
U.S. and six international photo-

graphic agencies were present; 22 
national and international radio 
stations came, and 18 U.S. and 
six international T. \I. crews were 
represented. Among the more 
famous media present were: AP, 
UPI, Time, Newsweek, Agence 
France Presse, Expressen, France 
Soir, Paris Match, the Korea 
Times , and BBC. 

The program was concluded 
by the grand finale-"God Bless 
America"-by the New Hope 
Singers International and the 
New York City Symphony with a 
dazzling solo by Rayford Perry. 
Thousands of multicolored 
helium balloons mixing in mid­
sky with white God Bless 
America balloons brought the 
e ·ent to a spectacular climax. • 
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W ith eyes bright and full 
of expectation, and the 
innocence which a child 

naturally possesses, Cristina ran 
bursting with enthusiasm and love 
into the Tysons Corner Mall in 
Virginia to pass out pamphlets for 
the God Bless America Festival. 

"Here," she said as a chubby 
hand thrust a flyer at a surprised 
man hurrying through the hall. 
"Hi," turning to another woman, 
"I'm Cristina." We all strive to 
achieve that superb blend of spon­
taneity, joy and innocence that 
somehow holds a five-year-old to­
gether. 

There was an elderly woman 
sitting alone on a bench, and with 
her usual spirit, Cris ran up to her 
and pushed the familiar red, white 
and blue paper into her aging and 
wrinkled hands. "I'm sorry, honey, 
I don't have my glasses with me, so 
I can't read." Cris lowered her 
head in defeat and started to walk 
away. Suddenly she turned, ran 
back and said, "Why don't you 
take it home and read it when you 
put your glasses on?" The woman 
accepted the pamphlet gratefully 
and I'm sure that the spark and the 
determination of that one child 
remained with her. 

"Mommy, I know why people 
don't like Sun Myung Moon!" 
"Why?" I asked turning to her .... 
"Well, when their hearts are open, 
they like him, and when their 
hearts are not open they don't like 
him." I asked her what this meant 
to her; the response was, "We 

have to pray to Heavenly Father to 
open everybody's heart." 

If all Americans had thi , reci­
pe: Take one childlike heart, add 
faith in God and your brother man, 
mix in innocence, add spontaneity 
and sprinkle with joy, we would 
live in a different nation than we 
do today. 

One day as we walked out to 
where our car was parked Cris said, 
"Mommy, can I give a flyer to the 
three girls standing over there?" I 
glanced, and noticed three attrac­
tive, well-dressed girls standing 
nearby. "O.K., but run quick­
ly .... " Once again the pamphlet 
was i·, another hand. The shock 
was apparent in Cristina's large 
brown eyes as the girl threw the 
paper on the ground. "They don't 
like Rev. Moon," Cris said in a 
voice that shook and was likely to 
be followed by tears. 

I saw a portion of the youth of 
America in a different light that 
day. I understand that we all have 
freedom of belief, and that their 
belief doesn't have to coincide 
with mine; this is the American 
way. But to what depths will the 
you th go to try to destroy the faith 
a child has in her pamphlet and her 
God? 

She gave me a final 
thought ... "Everyone should love 
everyone else, '.\lommy," and we 
watched our nation's bicentennial 
colors drift across the parking lot 
on a breeze, with an occasional 
glimpse of a smiling Oriental man. 

• 
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T he first National Parents 
Conference of the Unifica­
tion Church of America was 

held in the newly pu rchased New 
Yorker Hotel on the holiday 
weekend which culminated in the 
Bicentennial God Bless America 
Festival at Yankee Stadium. 
Members had been encouraged to 
invi te their parents to attend the 
three days of talks by Church lead-
ers, question and answer sessions, ~eac 
entertainment, informal discus- .I. 1 

sions, and the Bicentennial Festi- .-. . .-L-aLAa.-.-.•• 
val itself. 

Though the Conference was out to 
scheduled to begin with a recep-
tion Saturday night, May 29, par-

ents began arriving as early as Fri- pa14ieuts 
day, and the places they arrived 
from were as diverse as Brazil, 
Canada, Texas, Illinois, or Geor-
gia. Church members had been b VICKI TATZ 
working almost 'round the clock to Y 
prepare rooms for the parents, but 
by late Saturday afternoon it be-
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came necessary to place some par­
ents in the neighboring Statler Hil­
ton Hotel one block away because 
response to the invitations had 
been so overwhelmingly success­
ful. While some 450-500 parents 
had been anticipated, more than 
600 turned out-"Happy trouble" 
is an expression we sometimes use 
for such situations. 

Whether their sons and 
daughters have been members of 
the Unification Church for several 
years or a few months, the parents 
shared a concern for finding out: 
"What has my child gotten into? 
What does it mean for his or her 
future? How does it affect us as a 
family?" In general, the attitude 
was, "I'd like co find out for my­
self." And this was the purpose of 
the conference. As conference or­
ganizer Mrs. Hillie Edwards told 
the parents, "The Unification 
Church is its members, your sons 
and daughters. So you are very 
concerned about the Unification 
Church. 

"But," she added, "we also 
share another concern-what is 
happening in America. We want 
you to understand us better and 
also to understand the r .;lationship 
between the Unification Church 
and our country." Neil A. Salonen, 
president of the Church in Ameri­
ca, addressed the parents on this 
subject in welcoming them Satur­
day night. (His talk is included in 
this issue, starting on page 30.) 

The perspectives, values, 
and beliefs of the Unification 

Church were presented to parents 
in a series of talks beginning on 
Sunday morning with Farley 
Jones, a member of the Festival 
planning committee, discussing 
the significance of the God Bless 
America Festival, and continuing 
that afternoon with talks on per­
sonal growth, education, and mar­
riage and the famih .. On Monday 
morning, Dr. William Bergman, 
directorof the church in Los Ange­
les, presented an overview of basic 
points of the Divine Principle. 
(Some of these talks will be pre­
sented in this and future issues of 
The Woy of the World.) 

In recognition of the impor­
tance of the Parents Conference, ,, 
number of Church leaders ad­
dressed the parents. Col. Bo Hi 
Pak came Sunday night to present 
Reverend Moon's greetings and to 
share the experiences that had led 
him to the Church . l\fr. Kamiya­
ma, director of the New York 
Church, and l\lr. Ken Sudo, direc­
tor of the Barrytown Training 
Center, spoke to the parents after 
the \ fonday night banquet. Neil 
Salo r,en met with the parents 
twice, in his welcoming talk and in 
a question and answer session on 
Tuesday morning. Dr. Thomas 
Boslooper, professor at Unification 
Theological Seminary, gave his 
views of the Church as a non­
member. The New Hope Singers 
International and Sunburst, a 
folk-rock musical group, per­
formed for the parents as well. It 
was the first time that the parents 
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of Sunburst vocalist Patsy Johnson 
had heard her sing. 

During mealtimes and breaks 
between segments of the program, 
the hotel lobby and the lounges 
providing refreshments were 
thronged with clusters of parents 
talking together and opening their 
hearts to one another. \Vhile manv 
of their sons and daughters wer~ 
involved in the final activities of 
the Yankee Stadium campaign, 
whenever possible they joined 
their parents in the fellowship. 

\Vhat most p rents were anx­
ious for-an open question and 
answer session with panelists 
drawn from the speakers of the 
conference-sparked a variety of 
reactions from parents. l\lany dealt 
with our theological views, and 
these were usually fielded by Dr. 
Bergman. But the overwhelming 
number of questions were from 
parents wondering wh y they 
didn't see their sons and daughters 
more often. Church representa­
tives explained that it is definitely 
not Church policy to separate 
members from their families, but 
that an individual member's inten­
sity of commitment may lead him 
to limit his visits home to in­
frequent and brief ones. It was also 
mentioned that some members 
might be unwilling to face the pos­
sible rejection of their beliefs from 
those they love most. Other ques­
tions raised concerned the 
Church's fundraising activities and 
allegations of false or misleading 
statements on the pare of the 

24 

Church members about the use of 
funds for drug rehabilitation pro­
grams, etc. Again, it was pointed 
out by the panelists that such 
statements have been actively dis­
couraged by• ~hurch leaders and if 
such instances do occur they 
should be reported. It was also 
noted that whereas the Church 
does not operate a formal drug re­
habilitation program, many of its 
members would now still be using 
drugs if it were not for the p, ,sitive 
influence of the Church. 

In Paul's letter to the Gala­
tians, Farley Jones pointed out, he 
speaks of a new beginning, which 
by its very nature differs from the 
old law. The conflict between the 
old and new brings pain, l\lr. Jones 
said, but when that pain contains 
the potential for a new blessing, 
then it becomes not painful but 
joyous. That explains to a great 
extent the attitude of members of 
the Church cowards fheir work, no 
matter if it involves what might 
seem like unduly long hours to 
their parents. But the members 
feel that they are contributing di­
rectly to the establishment of the 
Kingdom of Heaven on earth, 
which provides the incentive for 
hard work. "\Ve are controver­
sial," l\lr. Jones said, "but we will 
eventually be seen as the benefac­
tors of mankind. Your children will 
be seen as wise progenitors of a 
great and elevating creation," he 
assured the parents. 

Certainly the Unification 
Church has been the center of con-



siderable controversy in recent 
months, and many accusations 
have been leveled against us. The 
National Parents Conference met 
these questions and was interided 
to allay the anxieties of some par­
ents. Not all were fully convinced, 
that's true. But the majority of the 
parents, I believe, could at least 
recognize our sincerity, if they 
could not accept all that we believe 
or do. And seeing us first-hand, 
many realized the need to speak 
out against the distortions and 
half-truths which appear in •he 
media regularly. As Americans 
they see the responsibility of the 
media to be one of presenting the 
objective truth. One parent who 
was interviewed by a T.V. news­
man at Yankee Stadium was asked 
how he felt about his son being in 
the Church. When the parent re­
plied that he was proud of his son 
and supported his involvement in 
the Church, the TV. crew walked 
away. "It wasn't the answer they 
wanted." 

Hillie Edwards told parents, 
"We're not trying to convert you . 
only to help you understand. We 
need your vote of confidence, and 
we need your wisdom and experi­
ence to help us avoid some of the 
mistakes that we've made in the 
past." 

At many times, the testimo­
nies of the parents were so touch­
ing they brought tears to a number 
of eyes, including my own. Two 
mothers, for instance, spoke about 
conversations they had with mem-

Dr. William Bergman lecturing on the 
Divine Principle. 

bers of the Church whose parents 
were opposed to their involve­
ment. The fact that so many par­
ents were present at the confer­
ence in support of their sons and 
daughters was an inspiration to 
those whose parents had declined 
to attend. One of these mothers 
said she had advised one such 
member, "Just keep assuring 
them that you love them." 

The events at Yankee Sta-
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dium itself are another story, but 
the parent's support and courage 
were truly heartwarming to the 
members. To see parents burst 
into tears when the rain came and 
all advance preparations had to be 
taken down, to see many parents 
join us in the rain as we waved our 
American flags and sang "You Are 
My Sunshine" until the sun did 
begin to shine, to see their unity as 
we gathered together to wend our 
way back to the buses among 
throngs of jostling youngsters on 
the streets, were truly amazing 
sights. To each one present, I 
would like to pin a medal. I know 
each member would like to thank 
you. 

Derald Blew, a research en­
gineer and photographer from 
California, emerged as the leader 
of a movement among some of the 
parents to protest what they con­
sider to be biased statements in 
the press. He had never heard of 
Reverend Moon when his son met 
the group, but later he spent a lot 
of time looking into it. In an ex­
temporaneous statement , Mr. 
Blew stood up and told the gather­
ing, "We're extremely happy with 
the unified spirit in our home. 
We're communicating more. This 
country needs a revitalization of 
the spirit of the young people. 
Someone has to do it. We also need 
some truth in the news media. I've 
written several letters myself, and 
I'd like to hold a meeting to draft a 
statement to the press. We as 
Americans should seek the truth, 
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and we want to see positive news 
in the papers." 

When this meeting was held, 
other suggestions from parents 
came forth: to send a letter of con­
dolence to the parents of a Japa­
nese member who had been 
beaten on the streets of New York 
and later died in the hospital; to 
speak up at meetings in their local 
communities where the Unifica­
tion Church is discussed; to have 
cassettes available from the 
Church for use on local radio sta­
tions; and a letter-writing cam­
paign to the media to demand un­
biased reporting of the Unification 
Church. A committee was formed 
of parents from representative 
parts of the country to draft a 
statement and Mr. Blew was 
elected chairman. The formation 
of parents' associations, similar to 
booster dubs and not necessarily 
composed of Church members, 
was also discussed. Parents who 
wish further information about any 
of these programs can contact 
Hillie Edwards at the Church's 
National Headqu arters (4 West 
43rd St., New York, N.Y. 10036). 

What the conference meant 
to some of the parents was ex­
pressed in letters they sent to l\lrs. 
Edwards, excerpts from some of 
which are below: 

"We're still glowing inside 
and out from the wonderful Pa­
rents Weekend. We learned so 
much , experienced so much hap­
piness, an l just plain enjoyed ev­
erything. We are still amazed-at 



Parents and members gathered in the first-floor lounge during breaks. 

everything! The entertainment, 
the food, and the learning." 

"I just wanted to tell you that 
we feel as though we have been 
part of a miracle with the Parents 
Conference. All of the work you 
did, the organization, and then the 
accomplishment of all those plans 
make us feel it was truly a miracle. 
I will never cease to be amazed at 
what you accomplished. We loved 
every minute ... and will look for­
ward to being a part of another 
one. The Bicentennial Festival it­
self was truly spectacular, but al­
most an anticlimax after the won­
derful experiences of the Parents 
Conference. I think the rains are 
really what made it an inspiration 
to us. I could have cried when it 
started raining, and then when you 
all took it with such spirit and 
made it fun, I did shed some tears. 
I think that is what God wanted to 
show us parents with that rain ." 

"It was a very inspiring and 

heartwarming experience to see so 
many young people working to­
gether in joy and happiness for a 
common cause in which they all so 
firmly believe. The entire Church 
organization deserves much credit 
for the success of such a gigantic 
undertaking .... There is no way 
an yone can tell us about the 
Church members being 'brain­
washed' etc. The public is evi­
dently being brainwashed by the 
press." 

"For all those who came to 
see, hear, and be convinced, it had 
to be an overwhelming success 
story. Nearly all of the parents that 
we talked with were pleased." 

"I felt those four days were 
very inspiring and certainly the 
spirit of God could be felt there." 

"If you will accept prayers 
from a real old-fashioned Catholic, 
you will all be remembered in 
mine, praying that your hard work 
will bear much fruit." • 
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The following statements were each signed by more 
than 200 of the parents attending the National Parents 
Conference. 

NEW YORK TIMES 
229 West 43rd Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Editor: 

June 2, 1976 

We, the undersigned parents of members of The Unification 
Church, are appalled by the blatant lies and distortions presented by 
the press and television concerning its teachings, practices and pur­
pose. 

Allegations against the movement include detaining by force, 
brainwashing, deliberate separation of families, permissive sexual 
behavior, drug use, exploitation of members for personal gain and 
satanic religious training. 

More than 600 parents from all over the United States and many 
other countries had the opportunity to attend an open and honest 
three-day meeting with their sons and daughters. At this meeting we 
discussed the teachings and practices of this movement with its 
leaders. Many of these parents had previously explored this move­
ment through work-shops, training sessions and visits to the various 
living centers. We found these foregoing allegations completely false. 

To the contrary the young people were found to be exceptionally 
mature, emotionally stable and capable of intelligent decisions and 
responsible conduct. One of the basic teachings is the unity of per­
sonal families on which the foundation of a good society is built and 
members are encouraged to develop and maintain strong ties with 
their families. It was very evident that their deep spiritual qualities and 
high moral values had been retained. We found God-centered reli­
gious training with world unity and peace as its ultimate goal. 

In conclusion, parents have experienced much pain and anguish 
as a result of the distorted facts and we as responsible citizens want 
the truth printed. 
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Proclamation 
We the undersigned parents of members of the Unification 

Church, founded by Reverend Sun Myung Moon, do hereby express 
our support and declare the followin g: 

We support any God-directed activity and we are especially proud 
of our sons' and daughters' participation in the Unification Church with 
its basic Judea-Christian teachings and high moral standards. 

Each person has the right to worship God as he pleases, as 
guaranteed by the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States of America. 

Our sons and daughters, through the teachings of the Unification 
Church, have developed a deep love for God and for their fellow men 
and we are proud that they have decided to dedicate this time in their 
lives to help their communities and countries. They have found a 
direction for their lives and new hope for the future with a possibility of 
peace for this nation and the world. 

Participation in the Unification Church has developed the follow­
ing character traits which we feel are entirely positive and desirable: 

* Increased consideration and awareness toward the 
value, uniqueness and feelings of others and especially 
of their personal families. 

* A strong sense of right coupled with a high moral code of 
ethics. 

* The self-discipline to accomplish any task set before 
them. 

As the Bible states we must judge everything by its fruits. These 
fruits are young people who have dedicated their lives for the better­
ment of man, fulfilling God's will for world unity and peace, and ac­
complishing this seemingly impossible task through love and caring 
with the heart of God rather than with guns and violence. 

In conclusion, we are in full support of our sons and daughters of 
the teachings of the Unification Church for its inspiration and new hope 
revitalizing the spirit of these precious young people. We believe that 
this group should be supported by all Americans if we want democracy 
to win over atheism, solid family unity to prevail over broken families, 
and strong courageous youth to prosper over corrupt and immoral 
youth. 
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I t's more than inspiring to find 
that the room that we were 
worried would look too big. 

instead is probably going to turn 
out to be too small. I can't express 
deeply enough how grateful we are 
for your coming. In the last two 
and a half months, Hillie Edwards 
has done a tremendous job of 

welcome 
to the 

national 
parents 

conference 
by 

NEIL A. SALONEN 
President, 

lxlification Church 
of America 



going around the country to a 
number of different cities. Every 
Saturday we had a parents' confer­
ence. I was able to attend most of 
them, and I was always amazed at 
what a tremendous experience it 
was, far beyond what I expected. 

I too had come to believe 
many of the things that I'd read in 
the press, that many of the parents 
of the members of the Church are 
opposed to their children's in­
volvement; but I found, some­
times they understood it a lot bet­
ter than I even did myself. So it 
was a wonderful and heartwarming 
experience, and I'm certainly 
grateful to see many of the same 
faces here toni :!ht that I met on 
those trips around the country. 

But I'm even happier, in a 
way, to see many of you that I have 
never met before. We really want 
to create a one-family feeling; we 
want to embrace all the people 
who come this weeker.d; we want 
to really have an experience that 
will become an important memory 
for all of us in the future. So to us, 
this is, in a way, an epoch-making 
weekend. This is the beginning of 
a real national dialogue between 
the members of the Church, the 
parents of the members of the 
Church, and officials in the 
Church. 

It's amazing: as we walked 
down the hall tonight, my father­
in-law stopped and asked people 
"Where are you from?" The first 
person he stopped was from Ala­
bama. The second person, from 

Vancouver, Canada. We met some 
people from Turkey, we me t 
someone from Monaco, we met 
some who were from Louisiana 
and Texas, and we met a lot of 
other people as well. It is a tre­
mendous environment, to see 
people coming together like that. 

I'd like to tell you a little 
about what has happened in New 
York as part of this Bicentennial 
God Bless America Festival; why 
we're having this Yankee Stadium 
event, and what it is that we're 
trying to accomplish. 

When I first joined the 
Church a little over nine years ago, 
we used to go out on the same kind 
of evangelical campaigns that we 
do now; the only difference was , 
there weren't very many of us­
throughout the country, probably 
about 100, or maybe even a little 
bit less than that.When we invited 
people over to tell them about our 
great dreams and ideas, they'd say, 
"Oh, it sounds wonderful! How 
many people are in your group?" 
We'd say, "Well, not very many 
just yet." They'd say, "Well, you 
must have some idea." Then I'd 
say, "Well, I'm a very new mem­
ber; I don't really know very well." 
They'd say, "Is it a thousand, is it 
ten thousand, is it a hundred 
thousand?" I'd say, "Oh, no, it's 
not really that much." 

And sometimes I wondered 
myself if we were going to be able 
to accomplish the ideals an, t the 
dreams that we had. We'd tell our­
selves again and again: "Every-
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body had to start somewhere. 
Jesus Christ began as one man. If 
there's a dream, and you really be­
lieve it, and if you build from that 
dream, if it's true and if it's good, 
God will bless it and it will grow." 

We want so much to rebuild 
the spirit of America. We really do. 
All the ideals and the dreams and 
the hopes of the Church that 
you've become very familiar with 
because you've heard them, or 
you've reJd about them, or you've 
seen some of the literature that 
we're putting out in recent 
months; we had all those dreams 
and ideas nine years ago, and even 
before that, before I joined the 
Church. But even the ones who've 
been members for just three years, 
or two years, we've had the tre­
mendously gratifying experience 
of seeing a dream grow. We used to 
go out and want to do something. I 
remember the first clean-up cam­
paign-a few of us went out and 
we cleaned up the street where we 
lived. Nobody noticed. We 
thought "Someday, we're going to 
really put on a big campaign." 

Especially after the founder 
of our group, Reverend Moon, 
began to work in America a little 
over three years ago, tremendous 
inspiration came and all of a sud­
den ... we caught fire. People were 
just joining right and left, and the 
group was beginning to grow. I 
know that's been a source of 
amazement. It's historically true 
that new groups have difficulty in 
being accepted. That was cer-

32 

tainly true for Moses. That was 
true for Jesus. That was true for 
Ignatius Loyola. Recently I heard 
someone tell the story of how the 
Society of Jesus was really 
formed-the group we know as 
the Jesuits today. Ignatius Loyola 
found the standard of faith in the 
Catholic community was very low, 
compared to what he thought it 
needed to be. He began to think, 
"We ought to have 1 special group, 
which really dedicates themselves 
to rebuilding the Church and the 
authority of the Pope." And he did 
that. To his great surprise, most of 
the criticism didn't come from out­
side the Catholic community, from 
people who were atheist or be­
longed to a different religion; it 
came from right inside the Catho­
lic Church.They accused him of 
being too fanatical. "He's taking 
thes- · oung men and completely 
breaking their ties to their family; 
we never see them again; they're 
off in monasteries somewhere; 
they're so dedicated, but 'What 
are they really doing?' " It cook 
quite a while before the contribu­
tion of the Jesuits was really well 
understood. 

It takes time, and we know 
that. But from where we're stand­
ing, inside, we've seen so w any 
things come true. We've seen so 
much be accomplished that we 
have a great hope that in a short 
period of time, if we can continue 
with the momentum that we have 
now, very soon many people will 
know first-hand and really come to 



appreciate and value what it is that 
we're trying to do for America. 
That's our dream, that's our 
hope-one that we want you to 
share with us. That's why we want 
you to understand very deepl y. 

\ \ hen we began the work on 
the bicentennial campaign, I was 
thinking: you know, I was rela­
tively patriotic when I was young; 
but I noticed, particularly through 
the period of the sixties, people 
stopp.:d singing patriotic songs. 
People stopped saying the pledge 
of allegiance to the flag. People 
stopped doing a lot of things. "It 
doesn't matter, so why make a big 
show of it? I mean, I'm still very 
patriotic, but why do we have to do 
those things every time?" Well, 
that sophisticated attitude gradu­
ally killed patriotic spirit. In a lot of 
places throughout America today, 
if you come to a meeting like this 
and you even suggest singing 
something like "God Bless Ameri­
ca," people would leave. People 
would say, "You're making too 
much of a show of patriotism." 
They wouldn't really understand 
what it was that we were trying to 
celebrate. 

When we began this cam­
paign, we made a decision: to set 
aside the goals of our Church for 
this year. This is our bicentennial 
year for Americans. America in our 
view has been created by God out 
of bits and pieces from all the other 
nations of the world. The pioneers 
came from so many different coun­
tries. Every different religion, 

every different race , is repre­
sented. They came here, not be­
cause it was easy; not because they 
were going to find people who al­
ready agreed with them; but be­
cause they had a dream. They had 
a vision; they had hope that some­
where in America, things could be 
different. That somewhere in 
America, if they were willing to 
work hard, with God's blessing 
they could accomplish a better 
world for their Lhildren and for 
their children's children. 

It was such a miracle when 
the colonies revolted that many 
European statesmen said, "It 
won't last. They can't survive on 
their own. They don ' t even have a 
common language. They don't 
have a common currency. They 
don't have anything in common!" 
The nations in Europe had been 
fighting for so many centuries they 
couldn't imagine that their de­
scendants, on the other side of the 
Atlantic, would ever be able to 
make one country. They thought 
that it would just completely fall 
down and that in a short period of 
time, the way would be open for 
the colonial powers to come in 
again. Yet, somehow, those col­
onies came together-not because 
of geography, culture, or economic 
policy; but because they'd really 
sacrificed themselves for one idea: 
the idea of freedom. The idea that 
the individual receives his rights 
from God; not from the state, not 
from his immediate leader, not 
from his landlord, but from God. 
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And they were willing to work to­
gether, despite all their differ­
ences, to make a society and make 
a country where those rights could 
be guaranteed. To the amazement 
of the rest of the world, Ameri­
ca-instead of fumbling, pros­
pered and grew. Finally, some of 
those statesmen, philosophers and 
scholars began to understand that 
this American experiment was un­
ique in the history of man. 

When we go back and exam­
ine the lives of the founding 
fathers of this country, they had a 
deep faith in the Almighty. They 
felt that they were right. Therefore 
they prayed to God: "Help us. 
Show us the way. Because we're 
sure we're right, and we would 
rather die than violate what we 
thought was right." On that spirit 
God brought down His blessing, 
and to everyone's amazement, this 
country became a free and inde­
pendent nation. Even a hundred 
years ago, people had faith in God. 
The world must have been a dif­
ferent place then. The problems 
seemed to overwhelm them and 
they didn't have the technology 
that we have today. But on the 
other hand, people knew that if 
they put themselves into some­
thing, they could create something 
with God's blessing. 

What happened when we lost 
that faith? World War I and World 
War II were crises of faith. We lost 
faith in our ability to solve our own 
problems. People began to think, 
"No matter what I do, no matter 
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how I try to work to protect myself, 
somebody else, someplace else, 
may start a war." Also, the eco­
nomic forces that bound the world 
to ..,ether were controlled by 
people and institutions that 
seemed almost too big for the indi­
vidual to relate to. 

Gradually, people began to 
say, "I don't know if I can depend 
on myself," and they looked for 
someone else to do it. They began 
to depend on someone else to do 
it, whatever it was that they 
needed done. Whoever would 
promise that dream they'd put 
their faith in. That's why we've 
had some of the terrible tragedies 
that we've had in this century. In­
dividuals have lost faith in their 
own ability to solve their prob­
lems, and they've been looking for 
someone else to do it. But while 
they've been looking for someone 
else, the very person who's been 
standing behind this country, and 
the individuals in it, since the be­
ginning has slipped out of sight. 
Our national faith in God is at an 
unprecedented low. 

Even 20 years ago, things 
were much more optimistic than 
they are now. That was before the 
Peace Corps was formed; that's be­
fore VISTA was formed. And what 
have we discovered? In the last 20 
years , we've tried many things. 
But because we haven't tried God, 
we've lost ground steadily. Twenty 
years ago, the rate of suicide was 
high enough in this country; but at 
least we could say that the young 



people in this country, between 
the ages of 20 and 24, had the low­
est rate of suicide. Those are the 
idealists, the people that are ready 
to charge right our and do some­
thing. Twenty years later, not only 
has the rate of suicide tripled but 
even more shocking is that the 
same age category, between 20 and 
24, now has the highest rate of 
suicide in the country. 

Americans say, "Well, you 
know, there was a generation gap 
2,500 years ago; and there'll be 
one 2,500 years from now-things 
are really the same." But you 
know, things aren't the same. 

Last ye lr, over a million and a 
half children under the age of 18 
ran away from home. That's 
shocking. Forty percent of all of 
our families end in divorce. Seven 
hundred children were beaten to 
death by their parents, little ba­
bies. I'm not saying those things to 
depress you. True, they're depres­
sing and I'm depressed about it. 
But we have ro recognize that \le 
have a giant problem on our hands. 
It's a spiritual problem. It's a prob­
lem of hope; it's a lack of vision; 
it's a time when we need some 
new inspiration. People are look­
ing for it. But they won't find it 
among themselves. 

The Bible says, "Where there 
is no vision, the people perish." 
But vision comes from God. In 
turning our eyes to God, we be­
lieve that in this age, He has given 
tremendous new revelation, new 
inspiration. The Unification 

Church is founded around such an 
inspiration. We don't believe that 
God is working only through the 
Unification Church-not at all. We 
believe that God is working in 
many ways. But we believe that 
there's a very special revelation, 
and we personally feel called to 
participate in the work of God's 
new plan. It's brought tremendou . 
hope to us and new inspiration. 

Mankind has been fighting 
for thousands of years. Particularly 
in this century, all the European 
and Asian nations have been allies 
against each other, and then allies 
with their enemies against their 
former friends. And yet, through 
our understanding of the teachings 
of this Church, we've brought men 
and women together from all over 
the world. Our witnessing teams 
are not just composed of Ameri­
cans, but they are a miniature 
United Nations. In the beginning, 
it was comical to see how we lived 
together; we couldn't even speak 
the same language. Sometimes, 
whenever anybody would ask a 
question, somebody else would 
just take them to the bathroom. 

As human beings, we have so 
much more in common than we 
have separating us. The distinc­
tions should be embellishments, 
like different ornaments on the 
same Christmas tree. Does "unifi­
cation" mean we want one world 
government or that we wan.t to ob­
literate all differences? Not at all! 
Not any more than we eliminated 
all the differences when we 
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formed this country. This country 
was founded on a particular inspi­
ration: one nation under God. We 
know that regional differences and 
varying cultural backgrounds are 
still celebrated today. They 
haven't been blotted out. If you 
ever go up to Tarrytown and you 
ask, "Are there any Italian­
Americans in town?" the whole 
town will turn out. They haven't 
lost their identity! If you go down 
to Chinatown-you know where 
you are. And yet they're all Ameri­
cans! Because we share much 
more, we don't feel threatened by 
the differences. And the world 
ought to be like that. Don't you 
chink so? We know that it can be. 
We know that it will be. "One na­
tion under God" was meant to be 
the blueprint for one world under 
God. And that should be what we 
celebrate on the Bicentennial. 

We have co unite together and 
recognize what it was that made 
this country so great to begin with. 
It wasn't just man, and it wasn't 
just God. It was man and God, 
working together. If we can re­
build chat partnership, we believe 
from the bottom of our hearts, we 
can continue to make America an 
inspiration and a source of free­
dom, idealism and hope for all the 
other peoples of the world. 

Therefore, chis year, Rever­
end Moon decided we should in­
vest ourselves in bringing a 
spiritual renewal co the Bicenten­
nial celebration. "Lee's bring 
people togecher"-first in Yankee 
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Stadium, which seemed incon­
ceivable when we first began, and 
finally, later this year, in Washing­
ton , on the Monument grounds. 
"Let's have the biggest and best 
celebrations that anyone ever had, 
dedicated to God." Of all the great 
leaders we've had, th,· person to 
whom you all owe the most is 
Christ. Let's have one celebration, 
dedicated to him. Let's have it 0 11 

the international level with people 
from all o· er the world. Let's re­
mind ourselves, in spite of all our 
problems, what we have to give 
thanks for. Second of all, let's re­
mind ourselves how all those things 
came about. And thirdly, let's de­
termine to continue to work, de­
spite the difficulty, to achieve the 
original dream of this nation. 

People want to be proud of 
their country. They want to recog­
nize their spiritual foundation. We 
don't think everybody should join 
the Unification Church; we don't 
think it's the way of life for every­
one. We feel that we're trying to be 
like a conscience, or a spark. If we 
all understand the same basic 
things, if we're committed to the 
same ideals, it doesn't matter what 
church we belong to, or what our 
backgrourid is. We're still one 
family-one world-under God. 
And chat's the goal of our cam­
paign. 

It's very meaningful to us, 
since we feel that God really ex­
presses Himself through the fam­
ily unit, that so many of you could 
be here with us tonight. D 





Love and Marriage" is a topic 
that's really close to every 
one of you. Whether we're 

parents, children, husbands or 
wives, we're all part of a family 
somehow, somewhere, and I think 
it's in family life that we all hope to 
experience the deepest joys in life. 
A career is very stimulating; hob­
bies are also exciting. But there's 
nothing that can replace the rela­
tionship between parent and 
child, husband and wife, mother 
and father. 

Reverend Moon said in 1974 
something that struck me very 
much, especially after my husband 

38 

.a nd I became parents. He said 
there are three things most pre­
cious in your life: your parents, 
your own mate, and your own chil­
dren. That's really it, isn't it? No 
matter what you're doing, if things 
aren't right in those areas, if things 
aren't fulfilled, if things aren't 
working, if things aren't grow­
ing-then we're not happy. We're 
not really, deeply fulfilled. These 
are the most intimate, tender areas 
of our life, these relationships. 

Kahlil Gibran in The Prophet 
said something very beautiful 
about finding God. "If you live life 
without finding God, you may 
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laugh, but not all of your laughter; 
and you may cry, but not all of your 
tears." When I was growing up, 
that book meant a great deal to me. 
\Vhen ·I found that quote, I deter­
mined that from that time on I 
wanted to live a life where I could 
laugh all of my laughter and where 
I could cry all of my tears. I wanted 
to find the way to live life to the 
very hilt. I wanted to find a life 
that was a genuine article. I was 
searching for the heart of reality, 
and I didn't even know what it 
was. 

Today, I think I can say that 
the heart of reality is God, and the 

heart of God is the family. This 
was the answer to my search. It 
just happened to be the Unifica­
tion Church that led me to this 
conclusion, and I've never 
changed my mind in the last ten 
years of being in the Unification 
Church. 

God has an ideal in His heart, 
and I believe His ideal is husband 
and wife, parent and child. To us, 
as to many religions, God is 
Father. God is the universal par­
ent. He has the heart of both 
mother and f- ther. From Him 
came mother and father, and from 
them came children. So God is the 
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first parent. Some of you are sec­
ond or third or 50 billionth parents, 
and your children will become 50 
billionth and one parents. It goes 
on, but God is tpe oldest one. Rev­
erend Moon said one time, "You 
have to respect elders, you have to 

respect older people because God 
is the oldest one. They, in a sense, 
know God better than you do be­
cause they understand what He's 
been through better than you do." 

I've learned to understand 
that it's true. When I see my son at 
age two, I realize that the parent of 
a 15-year-old or the parent of a 20-
year-old has it all over me in terms 
of knowing the joys and sorrows of 
parenthood. It took the birth of my 
son to teach me how far I have to 
go in life, how much I have to learn 
about love and about sorrow, about 
tears, about hope, about dreams. 
The deep care I have already for 
my two-year-old simply teaches 
me how much deeper I'm going to 
be as he continues to be my mas­
ter, my te cher, my professor of 
life. I think this is a process God 
set up from the very beginning. 

In the Unification Church we 
believe that God created a first 
man and a first woman. Through 
the truth-whether it's through 
Einstein's searching or Gandhi's 
searching or Muhammad's search­
ing-God is trying to reveal Him­
self all the time, any way that He 
can. He wants to choose, ulti­
matel, , a final instrument through 
whom His love can come in the 
deepest way, His truth can come in 
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the most refined and most fulfilled 
way. 

As we journey through life 
looking for someone to show us the 
way to be happy, we come to the 
same conclusion: each individual 
must create a family and we must 
create, finally, a world family. 

God's ideal through Adam 
and Eve was to actualize His 
dream: the dream of a husband 
and wife united, centered on 
God's love. Though we approxi­
mate it, we feel we've never 
reached this ideal the way God in­
tended us to reach it. If there had 
been no fall of man, then the first 
man and woman who were capable 
of understanding God in a con­
scious way would have realized a 
divine love, a divine marriage. 
The children of that marriage 
would have known God-not 
through any intellectual 
stimulation-but, like radioactive 
fallout, through the parents' love. 
Can you imagine a world like 
that . ... Where a marriage was so 
centered on God's love, the hus­
band and wife were so united, that 
the entire world that followed this 
pattern-all races and nations­
could really actualize the sense 
we've had for a long time that chis 
is one planet and one family, one 
humanity. 

As the poet said about the as­
tronaut, "\Ve're riders on the earth 
together." \Ve have to work it out 
as a family of man, and we have to 
start on the individual le , el with 
ourselves: "What kind of husband 



can I be? What kind of wife can I 
be? How can I continue to grow 
through life with my mate? To 
grow through life with my chil­
dren? To grow through life with 
my parents? To be committed on 
all levels-to our parents, to each 
other, to our children?" This is our 
mission in life, in a way. 

Your sons and daughters have 
been out fundraising, or witnes­
sing or campaigning for Yankee 
Stadium. They may have done 
many things. But basically, we feel 
the Unification Church members 
are preparing most of all for mar­
riage and family life. That is our 
goal: to be a good husband, a good 
wife; a good mother, a good father. 
To practice, we're trying to develop 
into good sons and daughters. I 
don't know how much you can tes­
tify that we've made it. Maybe you 
can't. But that's our goal, too. 
Though there have been misun­
derstandings between us and you, 
we're reaching out, now. Accord­
ing to the Principle we follow, we 
cannot know joy unless we have 
harmony with our parents, har­
mony with our mates, and har­
mony with our children. That is 
the basic essence of the teaching 
that we follow. 

Someone approached me be­
tween sessions and said, "Your 
ideals are nice; but what about 
your reality? I didn't have letters 
this many times. I didn't have vis­
its this many times." This was one 
person, especially, talking to me 
about the inconsistency between 

our ideals and our reality. There's 
no excuse, there's no justification, 
if there have been inconsistencies. 
But, ideals are ideals. They can 
not be tarnished. You can't darken 
light-light is light. And for me, 
our ideals are life; they are truth, 
they are real. And they are what we 
are reaching for. No matter how 
many times we've fallen down, we 
have to keep going, toward the 
light we see. And we have seen a 
great light in the Unification 
Church, as have many of you. We 
feel that we've seen a path that 
points definitely in the direction of 
God. 

Because of this, we can't turn 
back. We are imperfect individu­
als, and may make many mistakes. 
But how can we turn around just 
because we make a mistake? How 
can we give up just because we do 
things that are wrong-really 
wrong, sometimes-as your chil­
dren, or, if we as a church fail to be 
empathetic toward you as parents . 
Thinking only of our goals, we fail 
to see your heart sometimes. We 
can only learn from what you tell 
us, or from your tears, your anger, 
your anxiety. Whatever it is, we 
can learn from you and try to cor­
rect ourselves, because we still are 
pursuing our ideal and that life is 
not a genuine life unless it in­
cludes you. For us, God is not the 
God of the Unification Church. 
God is the God of all mankind . 
And if we've been narrow in pursu­
ing our goals, if we've neglected 
you as our families, or neglected to 
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help you understand why we live 
such ardent lives, such narrow 
lives in your eyes maybe, then 
we've been remiss and this is our 
time to reach out to you . 

In this world today, look 
around you and see the state of 
family life. I'd like you to pick up 
the paper, or the vital statistics de­
partment report of divorce rates in 
the country. Talk to young people 
on the campus, who are eager to 
tell you their moral values. You'll 
find that aside from decent reli­
gious young people, most young 
people today don't have a hope for 
marriage. l\Iany have come to re­
gard marriage as a hypocritical in­
stitution. They, like all of us, are 
looking for perfection. They look 
around at the marriages of their 
friends, of their parents or of their 
parents' friends and they don't see 
.the perfect ideal. But they're re­
ally longing for it, because it's 
God's ideal. 

If the fall of man hadn't taken 
place, we'd see a world bright with 
the love of marriages and really 
perfect families. The perfect fam­
ily unit means that we know 
love-with God and with each 
other, a love that won't quit, a 
commitment that won't stop. That 
for us is the kingdom of heaven on 
earth. We'll still have mountains to 
climb, but we want to climb them 
in the love of God and in a real 
commitment to each other. 

Young people have looked at 
marriage hoping for this perfec­
tion, and they haven't seen that 
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perfection is something you have 
to work for, and try for, and sweat 
for, and even shed blood for. They 
think perfection is something that 
should just be! So they give up and 
say, "Well, let's try something 
new." Very serious sociologists are 
describing some merits of group 
marriage or trial marriage. - Noted 
sociologists like l\1argaret !\lead 
and others are advocating things 
like this, so you know that this is a 
time when traditional morality is 
being questioned, challenged and 
tested. Especially in recent times, 
you don't see good results. Almost 
40 percent of marriages end in di­
vorce. In California, the divorce 
rate exceeds the marriage rate . 
\Ve're in trouble as families, we're 
in real trouble. I feel it's because 
we don't have a spiritual and moral 
direction. We don't find the reality 
of God in our marriages. 

In the Unification Church, 
we're trying to take some rather 
drastic measures to change the di­
rection that young people, espe­
cially, are taking in relation to mar­
riage, morality, and the family unit 
in general. If your marriages are 
happy, growing ones, that's great. 
But it's no good if we have happy 
marriages, if we can't help the 
whole state of marriage. Suppose 
every one in this room could rise 
up in unison and say, "l\Iy mar­
riage is OK! l\Iy marriage is grow­
ing! ~Iy marriage is dynamic." But 
what about the statistics? What 
about the attitude of many youth 
today? How can we take some re-
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sponsibility? Even though we're 
OK, if the family unit continues ro 
disintegrate in society at large, 
what's going to happen to Ameri­
ca? What's going to happen· to the 
world? There's a serious problem 
here. We're trying, in the L'nifica­
tio n Church, to cope with it, espe­
ci ,1~ly among youth. 

Some of the drastic measures 
we've taken involve some unusual 
customs we have in relation to love 
and marriage. First, when we 
come into the Unification Church, 
we don't flirt or date any more. 
When I first joined the Church, I 
was really a person reaching out for 
love. But in this search, I couldn't 
find direction. When I came to the 
Church, one of the first things I 

realized-nobody told me!-one 
of the first things I realized was, 
"Gee, I think things are a little 
different here than what I've been 
accustomed to." In my search for 
true love-and I was searching for 
true Jove-I had about three 
steady boyfriends at three differ­
ent colleges. "This is a different 
road! This is the path saints walk, 
and most of the saints didn't get 
married ... Ouch!" I didn't like 
this idea. 

When I heard the Divine 
Principle, when I studied the 
Bible in the light of the Divine 
Principle, when I prayed, I heard 
the call: "You're being asked to 
walk the historical path of the 
saints of history." And I began to 
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realize that the saints in history 
were not great by their own nature. 
Moses couldn't speak, he was 
angry with God and resisted God. 
The saints of history were like you 
and like me! There's absolutely no 
difference in your qualifications 
-and their qualifications, basically. 
Anybody can be a saint, and that's 
a scary thing to realize. I thought, 
"Ohhh, no! Not me! Take away 
the call! I don't want it. Let me go 
back and sit on the hilltop and read 
a book. Let me do anything! But 
don't ask me to take this kind of 
responsibility-to let God rule my 
life." That was scary to me. 

But God was calling me, and I 
could hear the call. I spent a lot of 
time crying. If you go to a work­
shop you'll find that the Divine 
Principle is a deep and powerful 
system of thought. That couldn't 
make me change my life. You can 
find in many members here an at­
titude of service and love and joy. 
But even that fellowship couldn't 
make me change my life. It could 
make me come back again and 
again to visit. But, that's not what 
happened to me. God was saying 
to me, "It's me .... I'm on the 
phone and I'm calling you." That 
it happened through the Unifica­
tion Church doesn't matter so 
much. I experienced God calling 
me. 

I had been a Christian all my 
life, but in college I'd gone 
through the inevitable religious 
crisis and gotten into the Eastern 
religions, which are a beautiful ar-
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gument against being responsible, 
especially Buddhism interpreted 
in a Western way. Just this moment 
counts-nothing else-and it's all 
beautiful. Just become one with 
the moment, one with reality, and 
one with the beauty of life. When I 
first heard the Divine 
Principle-which called me back 
to a Christian commitment-I ar­
gued with God. "Wait a minute! 
Buddhism is true. Let me stay in 
this! Then I can go to Europe with 
my friends this summer." 

But I found an answer I didn't 
want. There was another person 
directing me, and that person was 
God. The answer that I received 
was, "Yes, Buddhism has truth. 
You do experience my energy, but 
I want to communicate with you." 
There was nothing I could do. God 
had told me He was real, that He 
had just as much ability to com­
municate as I, His creature did, 
that He had just as much desire for 
relationship as I did. That hit me 
like a ton of bricks. Once I knew 
He was real, once I knew He was 
personal, how could I leave Him? 
Whether He was remote from me 
or close, I had to keep on, I had to 
work it out with Him. That was 
how I got hooked on the Divine 
Principle, seeing God as a 
Heavenly Father, someone who 
was making demands on me. That 
took me time to sort out. As long as 
God was a co .cept, I could leave 
him in a comer, but when He said, 
"Hey! I want to talk to you," I 
thought, "Oh, really?" I didn't be-



lieve it, I didn't buy it, but finally I 
accepted it and decided I would at 
least explore it until I reached a 
dead end. I'm still exploring. He's 
never let me go. He's been angry 
with me, He's given me love, He's 
given me hope, and sometimes I 
feel like He's left me alone with no 
babysitter. But I have to go on. 
This Father won't let go of me, 
and I can't seem to let go of Him. 

So far, this may sound like a 
dr,, religious life, just one person 
and the Invisible Being. One 
complaint that man has against 
God sometimes is, "If you exist, 
why can't I see you?" Well, we all 
like someone to touch, we like 
eyes to look into, a hand to hold. 
God understood this, and what do 
you think He did? That's where 
the ideal of a family comes from. 

In the Cnification Church, 
we're committed to God's ideal. 
We go a narrow way. For the first 
three years we live in the church, 
we don't date each other or anyone 
else, an,i we devote our lives to 
God. Then, if we're around 24, 25, 
or 26, we're fully eligible for mar­
riage. At this point, everyone can 
make application to participate in 
one of our mass wedding cere­
monies in the Unification Church. 

You may or may not have 
heard that Reverend l\Ioon selects 
our mates. In Europe, in the 
Orient, and even in America in our 
first founding days, we often got 
permission from our parents be­
fore we married. In countries and 
civilizations where marriages are 

arranged, there is almost virtually 
no divorce. In our country, where 
we go to the marketphce and pick 
out someone, we find in the end 
that we have a high rate of divorce. 
Cnificati •n Church has taken dras­
tic steps to reverse the course that 
marriage is now on, and to hold up 
marriage as a high institution and 
one we honor with all our heart. 
Knowing that another person loves 
God with all his energy and all his 
creativity is a great reassurance to 
any of us who might find a mate in 
the l 'nificatior. Church . 

Arranged marriages are noth­
ing new in the world, nothing new 
in history. It happened to most 
people in history, until this young 
country got on its feet and we were• 
so influential that we started 
spreading the word about free 
selection. This caught on: it's 
modern, it's progressive. But what 
do we have: trial marriage, group 
marriage, promiscuity and free 
love. That's where we're at today. 
The end result of this freedom and 
of relating this way has brought us 
to the point where we're in trou­
ble. There's nothing wrong with 
free selection itself, if God is at the 
center, or sm, ce strong ethical feel­
ing of faithfulness, stability, and 
love. But if youth have no moral 
direction, no standard, no God and 
no parents with whom they have 
the kind of relationship so they can 
intervene, those marriages often 
don't work out. 

In the Unification Church, 
what will our life-style of marriage 
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be? How can we make happy and 
successful marriages? For us, God 
is the answer. 

When I joined the Unification 
Church, I knew there would be no 
dating and I cri<::d a lot because this 
was my way to find deep relation­
ships. So, 0. K., forget that part. 
I'll study and I'll read and I'll wit­
ness and I'll teach and I'll work 
hard, and I'll love my brothers and 
sisters, and love God. To tell you 
the truth, it was a wonderful three 
years. Can you imagine that kind 
of life, the focus, the depth of rela­
tionship with God, and service to 
brothers and sisters based on the 
fact that they are real brothers and 
sisters, that's it. You're not looking 
for what's in it for me, you're look­
ing for what can I do for you? 

That's the best kind of train­
ing for marriage there is. Isn't it 
the tendency to want to know 
what's in it for me? How are you 
going to fulfill my needs? Now that 
we're married, you'll take over all 
the emotional chores of my mother 
and father, won't you? That's sort 
of what we ask of each other. And 
when I'm busy you can be my 
child and I'll tell you to get out of 
the way. In the Unification 
Church, we get trained to put in to 
marriage by our three years of ser­
vice. We learn by serving people 
on the street, talking with them, 
taking abuse or rejection and try­
ing to love them anyway. Fund rais­
ing is not eternal. When the King­
dom of Heaven is here, witnessing 
is not eternal. But marriage is eter-
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nal, love is eternal and that's 
where we're all heading. 

My husband is full-time di­
rector of publications in Wash­
ington and I've been a regional ad­
visor this past year, which means I 
travel for a good deal of the time. 
My son is in a church nursery. 
There are only 20 couples in 
America who've been married in 
the Church, who have children. Of 
these, only about five or six 
couples are travelling. The rest are 
at home, living as a family and tak­
ing care of their own children. But 
I want you to know clearly that this 
is not a long-range way of life for 
us. It's something that's tempor­
ary, something that costs a lot in 
emotions. We feel that at this time 
there is a crying need for us to go 
out. We know our children are in 
good hands, though we realize 
nothing can replace the love we 
have for them, and nothing can 
replace the love they have for us. 

But I'd like to tell you a sec­
ond, more internal answer of who 
takes care of the children or who 
takes care of our whole family life 
when my husband is in Wash­
ington and I'm in Chicago and my 
son is in a nursery in New York. 
God really takes care of our family 
life. J don't think it's God's desire 
for families to be apart. It is cer­
tainly Reverend Moon's desire 
and our desire, as well, for us to be 
together. There is no value in itself 
in being separated, except that at 
this critical time in history we feel 
we can reach out and save the 



country. It's only a few people who 
live this way, and it's not a perma­
nent thing. In the meantime, we 
see each other at e, ery opportun­
ity. 

And I want you to know, 
when you're away from your fam­
ily, if you're on a trip or in the 
hospital, your love can really 
deepen, especially if God is watch­
ing. When I'm with my husband 
we have our ups and downs just 
like any married people, but when 
we're apart I can really see what is 
almost like the essence of my hus­
band's or my son's heart or spirit. I 
can feel it in prayer, and I can 
sense it with my intuition and 
emotions. When we're together, 
my son can wear me out. When 
I'm with my husband, there can be 
friction, though I accept it as part 
of growth in marriage. Yet when 
we're apart it gives us time to see 
each other in perspective, to real­
ize the value of being together. 
And I don't feel that in the long 
range, with God watching, that 
any harm will come. That's my 
faith. 

The question has been asked 
whether total strangers ever marry 
each other in the Unification 
Church? I'd say no. Do you know 
what intuition is? Have you ever 
met someone and at the first hand­
shake you felt an immediate at­
traction, not just romantic, but just 
attraction. You wanted to talk to 
this person more. You wanted to 
get to know this person more. 
Maybe you find out after some 

exploration that there were some 
limits, but at first you wanted to 
reach out to this person. Also, have 
you had the experience of meeting 
someone and right away you felt, 
this person and I don't have so 
much in common. 

In one case I'll tell you about, 
the girl had been in the movement 
a long time and at different times 
she had thought of different 
people, but at the time of the 
wedding of 1,800 couples in Korea 
in 1975, she wentthinking, "No, I 
don't know anyone, but I'm going 
on faith that God may lead me." 
You don't have to be married . 
Some did come back without mar­
rying because they honestly 
coul,~n't find someone who they 
really felt was right for them to 
marry. In this girl's case, she was 
asked by Reverend Moon three 
times: Is there anyone chat you 
would like to marry? And three 
times she s 1id no, please suggest 
someone for me. He's a man 
whom we feel is a prophet of God, 
an instrument of God. God really 
is the one who sees our heart and 
knows our needs, but Reverend 
Moon we feel is an instrument of 
God's will. So she asked him to 
suggest someone. She intended to 
look straight at him while he did 
this, but her eye happened to hit 
on one man and the thought en­
tered her head, "He might be all 
right." That is the man whom 
Reverend Moon suggested and 
whom she indeed decided co mar­
ry. D 
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OD 
personal 

'olh Mrs. Spurgin, the mother of two 

0 nee in a while, I think 
about the fact that I'm a 
member, and my hus­

band is a member of the Unifica­
tion Church, and we're teaching 
our children a certain set of values. 
And we have no guarantee that 
those children, when they grow 
up, will not rebel against those 
values, too. 

However, my husband and I 
are hoping that we can help to 
make this a better world, so that 
when our children grow up, they 
will have a better place in which to 
live. We feel that our values are 
good ones, so we understand very 
much, as parents, what you feel. 

I also think of my own experi­
ence: I grew up in a very strict 
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children and a psychiatric social 
worker l,y profession, presented this 
talk to the National Parents Confer­
ence in New York, May 30, 1976. 

by NORA SPURGIN 



Mennonite home in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. My parents' 
greatest desire was that I would 
marry a Mennonite boy who lived 
next door! I have always felt that I 
have a very close relationship with 
God. All throughout my life I al­
wa sprayed, "God, where do you 
want me to go next? What do you 
want me to do next?" Those 
prayers led me to the Unification 
Church. 

I felt like everything that 
happened in my life prepared me 
for where I'm at now. I feel like my 
own Mennonite background and 
my strong faith really led me to this 
point. And yet my parents, of 
course, wouldn't think that. So I 
share with you also the pain that I 
feel in my heart because we don't 
share the same goals. But I still 
have to do what I feel is right, and 
they understand that, and they, 
too, want to do what's right. 
They're the kind of people who 
are pretty tolerant, and they're 
willing to let me do what I feel is 
right for my life. 

I'd· like to talk today about 
personal growth which I know is 
something that all of us are very 
much concerned abo•1t. In my 
studying, I once came across a 
quote by Freud. Freud said that, 
"To be able to love and to work is a 
healthy personality." I thought 
about that: It's so true! If \ OU are 
motivated and happy, then you're 
able to work and able to be a pro­
ductive person. But to be a pro­
ductive person takes one more 

thing: To be able to love. When we 
have a capacity to love and to be 
loved and we're able to be a pro­
ductive member of our society, 
then we should be a 1»etty normal, 
healthy person. 

I was thinking about that in 
terms of some of ct.~ accusations 
that are made against the Unifica­
tion Church members. They say 
all kinds of different things, bu t 
they always mention that \\e're 
happy and we're always talking 
about love. And we work so hard. 
Well, according to Freud's defin i­
tion, that would be a pretty 
healthy person. I really think that 
our members are quite healthy 
people. Every once in a while I. 
find some difficulties, but basi­
cally, I think we have a really 
healthy bunch of people. And 
they're your kids. One of the ac­
cusations is that we always take the 
cream of the crop, and I think we 
do. We have the cream of the crop. 

Dr. Young Oon Kim, who was 
one of the first missionaries to 
America, once said, "To become a 
master of human relationships is 
one of the greatest goals in life." In 
thinking about that, it's so true! To 
become a master of human rela­
tionships means what? It means 
that you have developed the ca­
pacity to love. And if you can de­
velop the capacity to love every­
one, then we can have good mar­
riages; we can have good relation­
ships with other people; we can 
have good relationships with our 
children-just good relationships 
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in general. This affects, ultimately, 
our relationship with God. If we're 
able to develop the capacity to 
love, this is God's na ne. God is 
love. If we can master human rela­
tionships, and learn how to live 
with each other and love each 
other, this is one of the greatest 
things we can do. 

I'd like to ask four questions. 
Where is the place in a nor­

mal, healthy, happy, well-adjusted 
person, where is the place for 
faith, commitment, sacrifice, and 
living for a higher purpo e:' I feel 
personally that there is a place in 
life for each one of these aspects. 
They all, of course, have to do 
with religion, and this is what I'd 
like to talk about. People are talk­
ing about religious commitment 
and conversion experiences as 
being the next thing to brainwash­
ing. So I'd like to talk about that a 
little bit. 

First of all is there a place for 
faith in life? Certainly in the past, 
faith has been a very important 
part of our having vision for the 
future. We're not just talking 
about a faith in God-but in man, 
faith in each other, faith in life in 
general. If we lose that faith, then 
there's no motivation to do any­
thing. Part of the reason there's so 
much apathy today is that people 
have lost faith. I think basically we 
have lost faith in God; therefore 
we've lost faith in everything else. 
If we don't have faith, then there's 
no vision, there's no hope for the 
future, and there's no need to live. 

so 

There's no purpose in life. We 
must have motivation in order to 
be happy. There's no reason to get 
up in the morning if there's noth­
ing to get up for. We drift along, 
just sit back and keep away from 
life. 

Haven't you ever gone to bed 
at night with the feeling that you 
can't wait to get up and get started 
the next morning, when there's 
something you really want to get 
done? I get my satisfaction when 
I'm sewing ... I love to sew! 
Whenever I'm making something, 
I hate to stop at night, and I can't 
wait to get up in the morning to 
finish it. I'm like that when I do 
something really creative, that I 
just love to do. I can't conceive of 
any better way than to live a life 
like that-with a great deal of 
exuberance, faith, happiness, 
creativity, and desire to keep grow­
ing and learning. When we lose 
that· motiva tio , , we have no reason 
to get up in the morning. We have 
no reason to do anything, even no 
reason to L"Xtend ourselves. If we 
stop extending ourselves, then we 
quickly become depressed. My 
cure for depression is expression. 
The more you give out, the more 
comes back to you. 

One of the things that has 
come up in the news in recent 
months is the Patty Hearst case. I 
feel that a lot of the reason why we 
heard so much accusation about 
brainwashing is because of the 
Patty Hearst case. It made brain­
washing a very popular term. In 



fact it made brainwashing a house­
hold term; everyone was talking 
about it. It was decided, however, 
that we can't blame anyone else for 
what we do. After that decision 
was made in Patty Hearst's case, I 
felt that the accusation of brain­
washing became a naive one. I've 
talked to many professional people 
who said so, too. 

I'd like to talk a little about 
the difference between brainwash­
ing and conversion. First of all, 
brainwashing implies that you 
have to wash the brain or some­
thing. You have to take something 
away; you have to strip someone. 
So the •~hole concept of brain­
washing involves stripping away 
and providing a substitute. Con­
version is not stripping; it's adding 
to their lives. You give them some­
thing new. If that something new 
is so good, their life may change as 
a result. 

That sort of thing happens in 
the Unification Church. People 
join the Church and they suddenly 
find motivation and vision, where 
they had lost faith. Now there's 
something to live for. Instead of 
staying in bed, suddenly there is 
something exciting in life. There's 
something to do, there's a whole 
world to live for. Therefore peo­
ple's life-styles change rather dras­
tically. But I don't think that it is 
because anybody sat down and de­
liberately, oint by point, stripped 
someone of their old beliefs and 
tried to give them something new. 
It just simply is not the case. 

I am a strong believer in each 
person taking personal responsibil­
ity for his life. I believe that what­
ever decision anybody makes, ul­
timately we are responsible and ul­
timately we don't make a decision 
we don't want to. For a while you 
may be convinced, but ultimately, 
you really don't do anything you 
don't want to do. Therefore, we 
have individual responsibility for 
every act, for everything we do. 
The difference is if you can really 
come to a point of closeness to 
God. 

Let me put it this way: St. 
Paul once said you have to have a 
law written on your heart. I used to 
think about that; and it struck me 
one time as I was doing a paper on 
the concept of freedom, "Gee, to 
have a law written on your heart 
means you've incorporated the de­
sires of God." Then those desires 
become your guide, your desires . 
If you no longer are working 
against anything, you feel one with 
yourself, one with God, and one 
with the universe. People who 
have a deep religious experience 
have an inner peace inside­
something that makes them feel 
one with the universe, one with 
God, one with something. There 
is no longer a struggle, a conflict. I 
interpret this to mean that you've 
got the law written upon your 
forehead. You've got to become 
one with the lawmaker, and who is 
the lawmaker? God, the creator of 
man. If we are made in the image 
of God, then we constantly long to 
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become close to that person, that 
creator in whose image we are 
made. Therefore, I feel that the 
closer we can come to that, the 
more inner peace we have. 

The second point is: Is there a 
place for commitment? I can tell 
you a little story about my own 
personal experience while I was 
working as a social worker. I had 
many friends who were young, 
married women who were work­
ing. They had husbands who also 
usually had good-paying jobs, and 
one of the things I noticed is that 
many of them really didn't want to 
make a full commitment to their 
marriage. Each one had their own 
paycheck, their own car, their own 
checking account, and each paid 
for half of the rent and half of the 
food. This is the trend among 
young married people, even to the 
extent where they really don't 
want to have children because 
they aren't sure of their marriage. 
When you have children, of 
course, you need commitment. 

I really think the whole coi,­
cept of commitment is passe today. 
People don't want to be commit­
ted to anything. They want to be 
free to say no to everything. I 
walked by a bookstand and there 
were four paperbacks having to 
deal with how to say no, how to 
refuse, how not to be persuaded, 
etc. People really do , 't want to be 
committed to anything. It's not 
the mode today to be committed. 
However, if you think of what 
makes your life good, what makes 
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your life great, isn't it the way in 
which you commit yourself to 
something? As long as you reserve 
yourself a little bit, nothing hap­
pens. But when you commit your­
self, something happens because 
you become invested, and you re­
ceive something from it. 

I remember when I first got 
married. Actually I wasn't so 
young when I got married, so I had 
been independent for a long time, 
and all of a sudden I had to share 
everything. And I remember it 
takes a lot of trust to put your life 
into somebody else's hands. But I 
realized when I did how wonderful 
it was, because I was no longer just 
me. Somebody really loved me 
enough to take care of me. That 
person loves me and he will never 
exploit me. 

The same thing is true of 
God . We are afraid to commit our­
selves to God because we are 
afraid God might exploit us. But if 
God loves us, He won't exploit us. 
One of the things that people are a 
little bit scared of in the Unifica­
tim Church, is that people actu­
ally make a strong commitment-a 
commitment which changes their 
lives. Because of their commit­
ment, they also feel a certain joy, 
and they receive something from 
that commitment. I personally 
think it takes a healthy person, a 
mature person to make a commit­
ment. I think if you are very inse­
cure you're going to have more 
trouble making a commitment. 
That your sons and daughters have 



made the commitment speaks well 
of them. That doesn't mean that 
people don't join the Unification 
Church for other, lesser reasons. 
However, in general I believe the 
young people who join really are 
making a commitment to a higher 
purpose. 

The third thing I would like 
to talk about is sacrifice. Again, 
this is certainly out of vogue today. 
Who wants to make any sacrifices? 
Yet, those things that bring us 
goodness in life are the times when 
we have to give up something if we 
are to receive it. To me, sacrifice is 
not being a martyr, but sacrifi, e is 
making an investment for future 
fulfillment. We have to learn to 
delay our gratification. If I were to 
gratify myself immediately, and 
just go out and get whatever I 
wanted, then I would certainly re­
ceive a much lesser kind of fulfill­
ment. Certainly the people who 
have made great contributions to 
our society are those who have had 
to make a certain kind of sacrifice, 
who have had to give up certain 
things in order to get to a point 
where they have a greater con­
tribution. I have a very good friend 
who is an Aramaic Bible scholar. 
He is about 80 years old. I re­
member he said to me, "I never 
got married because I committed 
my life to translating the Bible 
from Aramaic into English." He 
had spent 50 years doing this. 
"Now I'm lonely, and I wish I had 
married," But, he said, "I could 
never have accomplished what I 

did, so I can't regret it." It's true. 
He could never have done the 
work he did with a wife and chil­
dren. That's one of the greatest 
sacrifices anyone could ever make. 
Yet he made it, for the sake of 
bringing the whole world some­
thing which he had to offer. We 
feel that the sacrifices we make are 
small, compared to what it will en­
able us to bring to the whole world, 
the kind of contribution which 
we'll make. 

There's one more thing I'd 
like to talk about: Can we live for a 
higher purpose in life, a purpose 
beyond ourselves? This is what 
makes life worthwhile-to be able 
to live for a purpose that's higher 
than ourselves. Just living for our­
selves doesn't make it worthwhile 
to extend yourself. 

Before I joined the Unifica­
tion Church I worked as a volun­
teer taking care of children in a 
nursery. We really worked hard; 
we took good care of those chil­
dren from early in the morning 'ti! 
late at night. I used to get so tired 
sometimes and I'd say, "If I got 
paid for this job, I would never do 
it." I never could have been com­
pensated for it with money. But 
because I was doing this as a volun­
teer, I was receiving something 
beyond a paycheck. I said, "I need 
to sacrifice for these children be­
cause, if I don't then who will? If I 
have only made their lives a little 
bit brighter, it's worth it." That's 
just an illustration of submitting to 
a higher goal. 

53 



Ac our science conference lase 
fall, one of the professors said 
something that truly struck me. I'd 
like co share that with you. 

He said, "We as scientists 
can not continue co develop tech­
nology unless we have a world 
that's capable of receiving this 
technology we develop." That's so 
true. We can't continue to develop 
a more advanced way of life 
technologically because we need 
morals to give direction to the de­
velopment. If we don't have those 
morals, then everything we de­
velop can be used destructively as 
well as constructively. At this 
point, we are at the mercy of man's 
reason. We're at the mercy of the 
morals of people in other coun­
tries. We can't go on like this or 
we'll blow ourselves up. 

In order to continue to ad­
vance, we must have a set of mor­
als. This is what we want to bring 
co men-a set of morals that can 
make one cooperative world, 
which can then receive the 
technology and the advancement 
that can come. We feel that God 
could give us so much more de­
velopment, so much more ad­
vancement, so much more comfort 
and joy and happiness. Man just 
has to change h;s heart. If man can 
change his heart, there's no end to 
what man can do. There's no end 
to man's creativity. 

We are really trying to make 
this an international world by start­
ing as one international family. 
One of the very healthy aspects 
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about our movement, I feel, is the 
international aspect. We live very 
closely with people from n,any dif­
ferent countries and discover little 
nuances of differences in 
cultures-the little things that 
you'd never notice except by daily 
living with each other. We feel the 
Church already is making a foun­
dation for the future world. 

I really want all the members 
of the Unification Church co have 
this ultimate opportunity for per­
sonal growth. I feel that we have so 
many rich experiences. \Ve're in a 
situation where we can have the 
greatest wealth of human relation­
ships. And to me, that's where it's 
at. Sometimes people say, "Well, 
we hear that you never watch TV, 
you never go to the movies, and 
you never do this and that." But 
most of the time-who wants to sit 
in a room alone and watch TV, 
when there's so much excitement 
going on? There's so much life! 
Right there. People are like nov­
els, you know? So you don't really 
need to go to a movie. 

Anyway, we do go to the 
movies. But, I say this because 
rich life experiences are going on 
constantly around us. That's what 
makes the Unification Church 
members look happy and excited 
and exuberant-because we have 
a purpose in life, because we have 
faith, because we have made a 
commitment, because we have a 
higher purpose co live for, because 
we are making some sacrifices for 
that higher purpose. D 
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W ith the approaching 
bicentennial of their in­
dependence, Ameri­

cans must be deeply concerned 
about the present difficulr•es fac­
ing their nation and the effect of 
these upon their destiny in the 
next hundred years. The July 4th 
celebration will undoubtedly in­
volve complex emotions: a min­
gling of joy, gratitude and pride on 
the one hand and disappointment, 
doubt and humiliation on the 
other. 

I do not mean to say that 
Americans have become pessimis-

towhat? 
by DR. MASATOSHI 

MATSUSHITA 

tic. By nature Americans are op­
timistic, positive and active. They 
can not be pessimistic even if they 
want. However, they are less con­
fident in their power, their influ­
ence in the world and their own 
destiny. Although they are still 
courageous and creative, they are 
more sober and prudent than they 
were. It is natural that Americans 
are rethinking and re-evaluating 
the spirit of their founding fathers 
and especially the thoughts and 
ideals contained in the Declaration 
of Independence. Without doubt, 
it is a wonderful document, a mas-
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terpiece of highest intelligence, 
representative not only of the 
American colonies but of the en­
tire Western civilization; it became 
the fountain of energy for the 
American peopk:. With a spirit of 
taith and zeal for liberty, the Unit­
ed States was able to form a great 
nation out of heterogeneous races, 
cultures and religions. With this 
spirit and faith the Americans were 
able to expand in the world 
spiritually and materially. Because 
of this spirit and faith in liberty 
Americans have been loved and 
respected in the free world. 
Therefore it is more than under­
standable that Americans, faced 
with many difficulties at present, 
are called upon to return to the 
spirit of their founding fathers. 
The question is whether going 
back to the ideals of the founding 
fathers would truly revitalize the 
American spirit and strengthen the 
nation. Before we give an answer 
to this question we must first re­
consider and re-evaluate the im­
portance of the United States in 
the world, with special attention to 
her relationship to Japan. 

Nominally the United States 
is one of more than one hundred 
sovereign states in the world and 
legally her position is exactly equal 
to all other nations large or small. 
In reality, the United States is not 
only the leader but the defender of 
the free world. However, she no 
longer holds the monopolistic 
power in the world that was hers in 
the period following World War II. 
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She does not even have dominant 
power. In international politics she 
must co-operate with other na­
tions; otherwise her position in the 
world will be isolated and her pres­
tige will be jeopardized. In spite of 
these changes, the United States is 
still the number one world leader 
and, more significantly, the de­
fender of the free world. If the 
United States collaps~s the entire 
free world will collapse. 

In view of this, we can see 
that Japan is virtually defenseless. 
The power and prestige of the 
United States in the world is an 
absolute condition of Japan's exis­
tence. Unfortunately, Japanes 
people are very slow to accept this 
reality. However, the American re­
treat from the lndo-Chinese pen­
insula unintentionally brought our 
people face to face with this cold 
reality; even the socialists who had 
advocated the immediate abolition 
of the Security Treaty with the 
United States have begun to mod­
erate their policy. In other words 
Japan has gradually come to realize 
that she is heavily dependent upon 
the United States. The destiny of 
the United States is her destiny 
also. If she falls Japan will fall. 

It is ironical that Japan, once 
the most stubborn enemy of the 
United States, who fought her 
even after Germany had been de­
feated, is now so heavily depen­
dent upon the United States. The 
explanation for this development 
can be found in the change that 
occurred in the political structure 



of the middle size powers. En­
gland has become a secondary 
power, and so have France, \Vest 
Germ·my and Italy. All of them, 
great powers before the War, have 
fallen into second place. On the 
other hand, the Soviet Union, the 
United States of America and 
China, all of which possess vast 
territory and large populations, 
have become super-states. How­
ever, western Europe, still divided 
and constituted of sovereign 
states, does have a common cul­
tural heritage and is now organised 
as the EEC. It is not an accident or 
a temporary incident. This area 
was once called "Christendom," 
and this title is much older and 
more important than the title 
"Europe." Therefore, there is a 
great likelihood that the area 
which is now organised as the EEC 
will gradually be consolidated as a 
political union; then it will become 
a force comparable to the United 
State'i, the Soviet Union and 
China. The other area, the so­
called Third World, is still unde­
veloped and unstable. Although it 
can disturb peace, it is not yet in a 
position to contribute to world 
peace. 

Japan is the only developed 
country which is not a super-state 
and which is unlikely to be a part of 
super-states. There are only two 
alternatives for Japan, one of 
which is to be absorbed by either 
of the Communist powers, the 
Soviet Union or China. It is un­
likely that the Japanese are willing 

to subject themselves to Com­
munism; they prefer to belong to 
the free world, continuing to take 
an active part in it. However, Japan 
is militarily weak, and if either one 
of the big Communist countries is 
determined to invade Japan she 
can do so without much difficulty. 
Perhaps both China and the Soviet 
Union are unwilling to undertake 
such a venture, first because it is 
expensive and second because it 
may disappoint the people who 
still think the Communists are 
peace-loving people. They prefer 
a "peaceful revolution" in Japan, 
and they are confident that it is 
possible if they wait. 

What is it that they are awaitJ 
ing? They are awaiting the day tha t 
the United States totally with­
draws from Asia. They are realists. 
They know how Japanese 
psychology would react if the 
United States withdraws. Perhaps 
they know us better than we know 
ourselves. We are strong if we are 
supported by some authority, but 
weak and almost helpless if we are 
left without the support of any au­
thority. We fought courageously 
against Americans when we were 
acting under the authority of the 
Emperor. When the Emperor told 
us to surrender we obediently sur­
rendered, and whole-heartedly 
co-operated with a new authori­
ty-the occupation forces. \Ve 
adopted an American-made con­
stitution and democracy. We ad­
mired it and we are still admiring 
it. Once the Emperor was "sacred 
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and inviolable;" now the constitu­
tion and democracy are "sacred 
and inviolable." l\lost Japanese 
people are quite unconscious of 
their own psychology and perhaps 
the majority of them think the 
constitution and democracy made 
in America will be as everlasting as 
they thought our semi-theocratic 
government under the Emperor 
would be. We need a revolutionary 
change in our psychology. 

As long as the United States 
remains in Japan we feel quite free 
to say anything, including "Yan­
kee Go Home." However if the 
United States actually does with­
draw and Japan comes to realize 
that she can no longer enjoy free­
dom and prosperity under the pro­
tection of the United States, she 
will have to choose one of two di­
rections. It would be a choice of 
the lesser of two evils. The one 
evil will be to fight Communism, 
the other to welcome them before 
they attack. There is no doubt that 
the Japanese will choose the sec­
ond as the lesser of the two evils; 
that is, unless a spiritual revolution 
takes place, which is possible but 
not probable. 

I deeply regret the moral de­
cline in Japan, but I think that it is 
better to admit an unpleasant fact 
as a fact than to deceive ourselves. 
I do not think that our situation is 
hopeless; I think our people have 
the power to recover. Only we 
need time. However, this is our 
affair a, ·d not America's. I have 
chosen to refer specifically to 
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Ja1 ,an in order to illustrate and em­
phasize the fact that the destiny of 
America is of serious concern to 
the nations of the world. 

Now coming back to our orig­
inal question: whether or not a re­
turn to the spirit of the founding 
fathers would revitalize Americans 
and the American nation. In my 
opinion, going back to the spirit of 
the founding fathers as symbolized 
in the Declaration of Indepen­
dence would confuse American 
thinking and tend to weaken the 
nation. What is meant by the spirit 
of the founding fathers? I am not 
too sure whether the Americans 
themselves are very clear. Some 
people seem to emphasize the 
Puritan spirit of the colonial 
period. Other people assume that 
the idea of the Declaration of In­
dependence is the spirit of the 
founding fathers; and the third 
group, which seems to be in the 
majority, is rather unsure and just 
takes it for granted that the Chris­
tian spirit and the idea of the Dec­
laration of Independence are iden­
tical. 

However, the fundamental 
and traditional concept of the 
founding fathers is the philosophy 
behind the Declaration of Inde­
pendence. The Declaration is a 
wonderful document and its au­
thor is one of the greatest intellects 
of his age. 

A characteristic of the Decla­
ration of Independence is its non­
religious nature. Perhaps the best 
exponent of the Declaration in 



connection with the problem of 
revitalizing America is Frank Go­
ble, director of Thomas Jefferson 
Research Center. In his paper read 
at the Fourth International Con­
ference on the Unity of Sciences 
(see January 1976 Way of the World) 
held in New York during Novem­
ber 27-30, 1975, he first quotes the 
words of Pope Leo XII I as follows: 
"When a Society is perishing, the 
true advice to give to those who 
would restore it is to recall it to the 
principles from which it sprung." 
It is obvious that Goble belives 
that the medicine to rescue the 
United States from perishing is "to 
recall it to the principles from 
which it sprung," namely the prin­
ciples advocated by the founding 
fathers as symbolized in the Decla­
ratio n of Independence. After he 
quotes Pope Leo XIII he points 
out a worldwide trend toward 
crime, fraud, violence and disuni­
ty. Then he asks if this means that 
religion is obsolete as a source of 
values. He answers " no" and 
states that societies must have via­
ble moral principles to survive and 
that the problem is that religions 
tend to become inflexible and lose 
touch with reality. Then he goes 
on to state: "The founders of the 
United States sought to overcome 
this problem by devising a univer- ,, 
sal moral philosophy, the 'Ameri­
can Ethic.' It was to be sufficiently 
universal to comprehend all reli­
gions and all aspects of daily life." 
He continues: "Their Ethic en­
abled a tiny nation, struggling 

against almost insurmountable 
odds, to achieve unparalleled 
material and technological suc­
cess. The American Ethic sparked 
a worldwide trend toward greater 
freedom and democracy. Natural 
Law and the concept of a created, 
orderly, purposeful universe was 
the central thesis of the American 
Ethic." Then he refers with ap­
proval to Abraham Maslow, who 
proposed that there are biologi­
cally based values that are com­
mon to all humans and apparently 
unchanging, and he says that Mas­
low's theory is a scientific redis­
covering of Natural Law. Then he 
reached the following conclusion: 
"Maslow has provided a scientific 
theory essentially compatible with 
and supportive of all major reli­
gions. Enlightened theologians 
should recognize third force sci­
ence as an important new tool to 
help them understand and clarify 
the essential moral principles 
common to all religions." 

I do not insist that Goble's 
idea is the sole expression of 
American thinking. Perhaps it is 
not even representative of Ameri­
can thinking. However, we must 
admit that this way of thinking is 
typical among Americans and car­
ries great weight. So it is likely, 
unless it is checked by some other 
idea, that it will come to dominate 
the thinking of Americans who are 
anxious to revitalize the American 
spirit. It is this fact I fear. 

The spirit of the founding 
fathers, that Goble calls the 
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American Ethic, was the driving 
force in creating the United States 
and in developing the nation up to 
the end of the Second World War. 
It is based on rationalism and 
humanism, which are both prod­
ucts of the 17th and 18th centuries. 
They were useful in destroying 
medieval superstition and obso­
lete institutions; they were useful 
in giving confidence to man. 

In this self-confidence men 
were apart from the divine, to de­
velop science and technology. 
!\fan created a wonderful civiliza­
tion in the 19th century, and it ex­
tended itself into the beginning of 
the 20th century. This is the so­
called Western civilization. The 
reason why the United States has 
been so successful in creating a na­
tion and has expanded as a great 
power is to be found in the fact chat 
the l 1nited States is a very product 
of rationalism and humanism, and 
unlike Europe unfettered by old 
traditions, the essential character 
of the American civilization is the 
absence of the l\ledieval. Al­
though America inherited the 
European civilization, she re­
pelled the ~1edieval, and this was 
America's strength and pride. 

With the end of the First 
World War, Western civilization 
began to decline. The first man­
ifestation of this decline was the 
shift of Western civilization from 
Europe to the American conti­
nent. However, the root of the 
trouble was not in Europe but in 
Western civilization itself. 
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The origin of Western civili­
zation lies in Hellenism and He­
braism, and these are not identical 
with rationalism and humanism; 
European culture and civilization 
is the combination of these two 

1 currents of thought, and rational­
ism and humanism are its modern 
products. Si • ce Europe has passed 
through and experienced the 
Medieval she is less likely to be­
come completely modern than 
America. On the other hand 
America has been able to become a 
completely modern country be­
cause she has not been fettered by 
the l\ledieval. 

This seeming advantage is 
now acting as a great handicap co 
America. Bv their own experience 
in the last twenty years Americans 
are realizing not only that men are 
not so rational as they thought but 
also that rationality and total satis­
faction are entirely different 
things. They are also realizing chat 
Man has very definite limitations 
and that there is a limit of growth 
not only in regard to matter but 
also in regard to human capacity. 
They are facing the reality that 
progress does not necessarily bring 
happiness and satisfaction, that it 
in fact quite often causes great 
misery to mankind. Europeans are 
less anxious because they have 
passed through and experienced 
the l\kdieval, and so they are in a 
position to reconsider the values of 
the l\1edieval. 

It is very difficult for Ameri­
cans to find values other than those 



they have been accustomed to 
since the creation of the nation, 
namely "life, liberty and pursuit of 
happiness." American Christiani­
ty is, generally speaking, a secular 
or social Christianity. It grossly 
underestimates eschatology and 
original sin because they are in­
compatible with American ideas of 
progress. American Christianity is 
more ethical than religious. 

To be sure, the Declaration of 
Independence clearly admits the 
existence of the Creator, provid­
ing, many people insist, proof that 
the Declaration is harmonious 
with Christianity; but this is an in­
correct interpretation. It may be 
true that the Declaration of Inde­
pendence refers to the Creator, 
which of course means God, but 
that Creator is not the God con­
ceived in the Judeo-Christian tra­
dition. The "Creator" referred to 
in the Declaration of Indepen­
dence is an invention of modern 
rational thinking. The reasonin is 
as follows: the Universe is -0 per­
fect that there must be some per­
fect one which created it; that 
creator is like a perfect watch­
maker; he makes a perfect watch 
and lea, es it there, and he does not 
bother with it any more. This con­
ception is very far removed from 
the Christia n God, who is a god of 
love and anger, always concerned 
with the world. When men dis­
obeyed Him and became misera­
ble He sent His son to save them. 
Americans believe that they are 
Christian, and they lCt as if they 

were, but in practice what they be­
lieve is not a religion but an ethic. 
In other words, what they believe 
in is not God but Humanity. So it 
should be called Humanism rather 
than Christianity. 

The 1970s is the age of the 
decline of rationalism and Hu­
manism. It is already a matte r 
of common sense tl ·.at man's ra­
tionality is not only not almighty, 
not even the most important func­
tion, but to be placed in a rela­
tively insignificant place in man's 
functions and in human history. It 
means that we are much more irra­
tional beings than we regarded 
ourselves to be during the last few 
centuries. If this is true, the naive 
optimism based upon Natural 
Law, which is the 17th century 
philosophy advocated by Goble , 
cannot hold; therefore, going back 
to the spirit of the founding 
fathers, whatever sentiment the 
American may have, will lead the 
nation to more confusion and con­
sequently to the loss of confi­
dence. 

I am not opposed to reflection 
upon past history. History is a 
fountain of wisdom. But unlike 
philosophy or science it is not 
"pure," and it cannot be inter­
preted or explained by some sim­
ple doctrine; it is complex, the 
mixtures of all po~sible elements. 
But history, if it is rightly told, is 
the story of reality. Looking back 
at the past should not be a senti­
mental undertaking: we should b 
looking for the truth. I think it is 
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meaningful for Americans to re­
flect upon their past history, in­
cluding the period of the Revolu­
tionary \Var, but the real question 
is to understand what exact!, is 
meant by the foundation of the na­
tion. 

It is obvious that the United 
States of America did not come 
into existence on July 4th, 1776, 
which was the day when the Dec­
laration of Independence was 
made public. The War had oc­
curred before, and even \\ hen the 
War ended in 1783 what existed 
was a loose organization called the 
Confederation. After the end of 
the War a very critical period came. 
The Confederation might have 
been disrupted and the 13 colonies 
might have been occupied again, 
by Englan or by another Euro­
pean country. At that time there 
was not yet a spirit of nationalism 
or patriotism, and the leaders who 
formed the constitution, though 
they must have been great men, 
were not philosophers of "life, lib­
erty and pursuit of happiness." 
They were more conservative, 
more inclined to what we now call 
"law and order." They put the na­
tion on a firm foundation. Abra­
ham Lincoln also should be re­
garded as one of the founders, not 
because he abolished slavery but 
because he saved the Union much 
more than an ideJ or ideology. 

However, the most important 
spiritual contribution to American 
history was made during the colo­
nial period. This period is long, 
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and has no distinguished figures 
emerging from its background, but 
a most important principle was es­
tablished during this time. The 
spirit or the way of life at that time 
is sometimes mistakenly called 
"Puritanism." This is unfortu­
nate; the true Puritans, though 
they were active, were still in the 
minority. The spirit, faith or way of 
life of that time, including the life 
of the so-called Puritans, is fun­
damentally rooted in the best tra­
dition of Judeo-Christianity. That 
is, they trusted God and acted out 
of faith. Unlike Thomas Jefferson 
they were ignorant of Natural 
Law. They were not influenced by 
that brilliant idea of the "age of 
reason." They did not trust Hu­
manity. They were unsophisti­
cated. They simply trusted God 
and courageously acted out of this 
trust. 

I think that this is the true and 
original American spirit. This may 
or may not harmonize with the 
idea of progress. It certainly does 
not comply with Natural Law; 
trusting in God son,etimes puts us 
in a position of having to accept the 
irrational. The fundamental cause 
of the present crisis in our civiliza­
tion is too much sophistication. To 
remedy this we should simplify 
ourselves. The way to revitalize 
Americans and strengthen the na­
tion is not by going back to the 
Declaration of Independence but 
by returning to a much more sim­
ple and unsophisticated col01 ial 
spirit. • 



The most important spiritual contribution to American his~ 
tory was made during the colonial period. . . . The spirit, 
faith or way of life of that time, including the life of the 
so~called Puritans, is fundamentally rooted in the best tradi~ 
tion of Judeo~Christianity. The ... simply trusted God and 
courageow;ly acted out of this trust. I think that this is the 
true and original American spirit. 



The debate about "civil 
religion" -Rousseau de­
vised the term and Robert 

Bellah reminted it nine years 
ago-is no ordinary academic 
cavil. It is the form in which some 
very worried scholars are express­
ing belief in the necessity and pos­
sibility of a "reconstruction of the 
American reality," as Richard 
Neuhaus puts it. The best way of 
accomplishing this, they argue, is 
to bring to light and revitalize this 
democracy's ,·ivil religion. 

The Matrix 

The notion of civil religion is 
conspicuous today because of a 
bewildering succession of social 
distresses that has eroded Ameri­
can unity and self-confidence. 
This destructive period began 
with the Depression and was fol-
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lowed by the Second World War. 
T here was a period of artificial 
stimulus and quick affluence dur­
ing the fifties; then cam 1.· the 
creeping catastrophe in Vietnam 
and the social disturbances and 
public murders of the sixties. 
Then, in the seventies, Water­
gate. At one point during this time 
it seemed that unbroken economic 
ascent ha,! supplanted economic 
ebb and flow and we were well 
launched into the affluent society. 
John Kennedy was the symbol of 
great expectations, but this only 
worsened frustrat ion under 
Johnson and deepened disap­
pointment in Nixon. 

The American people have 
been casting about rather con­
fusedly for the means of grasping 
all this and recovering its poise. 
"One analyst returns to majority 
indifference and ignorance as the 
rock upon which a new America 
can be constructed," writes Neu­
haus, reflecting on some recentl y 
published books, "another returns 
to the ethnic passions and pre­
judices of contrived nostalgia, yet 
another returns to the revivalist 
fundamentalism of Billy Graham , 
and [Arthur] Schlesinger Ur.] re­
turns to tinkering with the 
machinery of New Deal liberal­
ism .... " Neuhaus then states: 
"There is yet another alternative 
and I believe it to be discovered in 
the civil religion of the American 
symbols of hope .... We must pro­
ject a new definition of national 
purpose capable of enlisting 

American consciousness and con­
science in the conti r1uing trek to­
ward the new community for 
which this 'almost chosen' peo­
ple ... was ordained; ordained, if 
not b); God, at least by men pre­
pared to gamble in hope upon di­
vine intentions within history." 

If it is a bit breathtaking to 
hear a modern scholar speak sotto 
voce of a n ~ v American theocracy, 
it is perhaps no more remarkable 
than the fact that this threatened 
Union once gave its vote to a presi ­
dent who could formulate the kind 
of judgment on the agony of civi l 
war that Lincoln articulated in his 
Second Inaugural. Virtually no ar­
ticle on the civil religion can afford 
to omit the quotation that follows, 
and ,ve shall have something to say 
about the reason for that: 

The Almighty has His own pur­
poses. 'Woe unto the world because of 
offenses, for it must needs be that of­
fenses come, but fJJJoe to that man by 
fJJ!hom the offense cometh.' . .. Fondly 
do we hope, fervently do we pray, that 
this mighty scourge of war may speedily 
pass away. Yet, if God wills that it 
continue until all the wealth piled by 
the bondsman's two hundred and fifty 
years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, 
and until every drop of blood drawn 
fJJJith the lash shall be paid by another 
drawn with the swJord, as was said 
three thousand years ago, so still it 
must be said, 'The judgments of the 
Lord are troe and righteous altogeth­
er.' 

The heart of Jew or Christian 
who is deeply pained by this na-
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tion's modern distresses responds 
to the moral splendor of that ad­
dress and we ardently wish to be­
lieve that the soul of the nation did 
truly speak in the voice of Lincoln. 

A number of questions arise 
around the very complex idea of 
the "civil religion," and we shall 
be able to deal only with certain of 
them. What is crucial for any con­
cept of the civil religion is whether 
it is in reality what it professes to 
be, and indeed must be, if it is to 
function effectively in the mi·dst of 
present American distresses. 

What the civil religion profes­
ses to be and must be, we shall 
argue, is a purveyor of the sanction 
of the transcendent. The question 
raised in this paper is whether the 
civil religion possesses the integ­
rity required to bring the sanction 
of the transcendent to bear on the 
f}merican situation. Implicit in 
that question, in turn, is the ques­
tion of whether it honors or dam­
ages the notion of religion itself. 

The Civil Religion 

"Few have realized that there 
actually exists alongside of and 
rather clearly differentiated from 
the churches an elaborate and 
well-institutionalized civil religion 
in America," Professor Bellah 
wrote in 1967. "This religion--or 
perhaps better, this religious di­
mension-has its own seriousness 
and integrity and requires the 
same care in understanding that 
any other religion does." In 1967 
he said, in effect: "Look! It has 
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been there all the time and we 
didn't see it." In 1973, with more 
reserve, he said: "Look! Here is a 
concept that helps us under­
stand." To which Neuhaus and 
others add: "Whatever it is, the 
country can be reconstituted by 
it." 

What are the constituent 
elements of the civil religion? 

Preeminent among them is 
transcendence. If the civil religion 
possesses, captures, communi­
cates this, the term "religion" is 
justified. Sidney ~lead has writ­
ten: "The essential dogma of what 
I call the Religion of the Republic 
[is] that no man is God .... A con­
cept of the infinite seems to me to 
be necessary if we are to state the 
all important fact about man: that 
he is infinite." 

In the thicket that obscures 
this subject, no American value 
system which excludes the notion 
of the transcendent may be iden­
tified with the civil religion. The 
sort of transcendence most propo­
nents of the civil religion have in 
mind is not a hard-working Ameri­
can's freedom to transcend himself 
by making good in a generally re­
ligious capitalism but the sort Lin­
coln was talking about in the Sec­
ond Inaugural-a really transcen­
dent transcendence, if you will. 

There is no shortage of reli­
gious rhetoric in American letters 
glorifying this country's great ex­
periment but it may be doubted 
whether this confers upon democ­
racy anything more sacred than the 



emotions of a patriotic holiday. A 
most serious question arises here, 
which we shall discuss in this 
paper: what are we to make of the 
difference between a romantic or 
philosophical vision of human and 
national possibilities which may be 
regarded as transcendent by some 
and that transcendent righteous­
ness of an autonomous God who 
judges nations, condemns sin, in­
vites repentance, and promises re­
demption? 

Notions of transcendence are 
articulated and conveyed through 
specific vehicles and the formative 
period of American culture is rich 
in r 1yths affirming the destiny of 
new settlements and a newborn 
nation. Some early literature turns 
on the "Adamic myth"-the no­
tion that the American is a new 
Adam, essentially innocent, called 
to implant a garden in a wilderness 
held empty through the ages for 
God's new purpose. The theme of 
transcendence is embedded in the 
notion of a special divine desti­
ny-in this case, concentrated 
upon the American himself; in 
other myths, upon the nation. The 
new beginning conferred upon 
mankind in the American Adam is 
a gift of God comparable to the act 
of creation itself. It is something to 
be confirmed or lost according to 
those biblical laws that governed 
and eventually punished the first 
Adam. 

Far more comprehensive, not 
only in concept but in its greater 
influence on American thought, is 

"The Almighty has His 
own purposes. '' 

the myth of "God's new Israel." 
On the model of ancient Israel, the 
American people is perceived as 
specially appointed to found a 
commonwealth essentially con­
formable to divine law. It will 
teach a corrupt and confused 
Europe the true will of God. The 
kinetic theme of this myth is the 
covenant: divine blessing contin­
gent upon human obedience. The 
people must be constantly alert to 
the subtle intrusion of sin. The 
dangers of the Atlantic crossing, 
the strangeness of the new land, 
the threat of starvation, the savage 
inhabitants-agains • these God 
actively defends his people in His 
latter-day covenant drama. Thus 
the transcendent sanction of the 
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divine will reaches every aspect of 
life, not only law and government. 

While the Enlightenment in­
troduced less theological views of 
American destiny, the language of 
the Old Testament remained con­
spicuous in for example, Jeffer­
son's utterances; and notions of 
natural law and se lf-evident truth 
were functionally analogous to the 
role of revelation in the biblical 
mythology. Thus the transcendent 
dimension was preserved as 
another faith began to permeati.: 
the American mind. 

The myth of the New Israel 
has had an important function in 
North America whenever deprav­
ity has threatened to corrupt the 
people of the covenant. This was 
the weight of the Puritan jeremiad 
of the late 17th and early 18th cen­
turies; Lincoln saw slavery as an 
American incubus; and one may 
say that crass commercialism ob­
scured the obligations of the cove­
nant once again when, after the 
Civil War, Lincoln's vision of the 
ways of God was lost in rampant 
economic advance. 

The problem, however, was 
that the myths could be construed 
to justify worldly success as well as 
to recall the nation to obedience. 
\\'hat was the lesson of American 
prosperity? Was it not that God 
appro,·ed and rewarded its obedi­
ence? Then ought the will of an 
obviously blessed people be re­
sisted? Certainly not by Spaniards 
in Cuba and the Philippines! 

In its American epiphany, the 
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myth of the new Israel is not solely 
prophetic, as early notions of man­
ifest destiny testify. Each Ameri­
can generation must decide what 
use it will make of the national 
mythology, and the notion of the 
new Israel may be worse than dead 
for lack of a prophet of divine 
transcendence-it has more than 
once lacked nobility. Without a 
Lincoln, it seeks a Carnegie. 

While a certain religious aura 
can be borrowed from the myth of 
the new Israel to enhance and 
legitimate the notion of progress, 
it represents a purely humanist 
commitment to mankind's poten­
tial for self-transcendence that 
contrasts markedly with Lincoln's 
sense of the all-righteous God 
judging the nation's deeds. 

Civil religion depends very 
criticahy on its forms of expres­
sion. Without them, neither no­
tions and feelings of transcen­
dence nor myth and belief can be­
come the property of the popu­
lace. Bellah concluded from his 
observation of religious allusions 
in public ceremony that they con­
tain enough consistency and func­
tionality to justify their generaliza­
tion as a civil religion with a dis­
tinctive history. He called it a 
"public religious dimen­
sion ... expressed in a set of be­
liefs, symbols, and rituals .... " 

Public ceremony cannot be 
separated from belief and the 
myths that appear in presidential 
speeches are rich in specific belief 
content. God is the Creator, man 



subject to his will, Christ is re­
deemer, this land is a garden, the 
people are His ch , sen, and the 
covenant is the metaphysical 
structure of American experience. 
Jeffersonians affirmed God as ul­
timate principle, nature as ground 
of law, truth as self-evident to rea­
son, etc. All of this is widely varied 
as well as very specific and makes 
it difficult for the malyst of civil 
religion to establish its belief sys­
tem. In the folk system, the be­
liefs that have traditionally bul­
warked the American social sys­
tem are the doctrine of a personal 
God who knows what human be­
ings are doing, belief that con­
sequences of wrongdoing are ulti­
mately inescapable, and belief 
that oaths are broken only at the 
risk of divine vengeance. These 
are not the principal points of the 
Christian religion but they occur 
within its svstem. 

There· are other beliefs that 
Americans have generally consid­
ered to rest on transcendent 
grounds: government may not ex­
pect obedience to "laws" that vio­
late nature; majorities must prevail 
but not at the expense of the 
natural rights of dissenters; the 
right of revolution is inherent but 
only when basic rights are vio­
lated. In their own way, these be­
liefs articulate commitment to the 
transcendent as conceived by 19th 
century republicanism. 

The civil religion is as sub­
stantially a world of belief as it is of 
tradition or ceremony. Bellah 

spells out a detailed theology in 
analyzing the inaugural address of 
John Kennedy and !\lead does the 
same with Lincoln's addresses . 
While presidents usually refer to 
God without introducing blatantly 
sectarian notions, their invocations 
of deity are futile if they do not 
motivate citizens to efforts con­
structive of the nation and deter 
them from actions hostile to it. For 
this there must be belief content in 
the civil religion. Nothing more 
vividlv illustrates the union of def­
inite belief with public motivation 
than the Battle Hymn of the Republic. 
A sort of scripture of the civil reli­
gion of the North, it invoked God 
as judge and identified the north­
ern armies as divine avengers . 
Without this kind of quality and 
content, civil religion cannot func­
tion as public motivator, control­
ler, and guarantor. 

Critique of the Civil Religion 

The question of the viability 
of the civil religion as a concept 
may be reduced to a test of the 
adequacy of its grasp upon the 
transcendent. Clearly there are 
dangers. A nation's understanding 
of the transcendent must never be 
de ,·eloped so that the nation sees 
itself as transcendent or sets na­
tional values in conflict with the 
interests of citizens (statism); nor 
imposes American values and in­
terests on non-American peoples 
(imperialism). 

While there exists no stable 
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taxonomy of civil religions, we 
perceive distinct types. The first 
of these clearly identifies democ­
racy as religion. J. Paul Williams in 
What Americans Believe and How 
They Worship first cites the precept 
of Robin M. Williams that "every 
functioning society has to an im­
portant degree a common religion" 
and that "a society's common­
value system-its 'moral solidari­
ty'-is always correlated with and 
to a degree dependent upon a 
shared religious orientation." He 
then calls upon the positive reli­
gions of the United States to rec­
ognize that "the spiritual core 
[and] heart of [America's) national 
existence" is a "democratic faith" 
and states: "democracy must be­
come an object of religious dedica­
tion." Further: "government 
agencies must teach the demo­
cratic ideal as religion." There must 
be "an open indoctrination of the 
faith that the democratic ideal ac­
cords with ultimate reality ... that 
democracy is the very Law of 
Life .... " Recognizing the need 
for supporting public ceremonial, 
he cites the Nazi mass meeting as 
an effective model and equates 
Communism, fascism, and de­
mocracy as ideal. gies equally suit­
ed to religious devotion. 

The principal instrument for 
teaching the religion of democracy 
is, of course, the public school, 
which in Williams' system as­
sumes the role of an American 
"state-church." Its principal doc­
trines Williams cites from A. Pow-
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ell Davies: " ... belief that 
man ... can raise the level of his life 
indefinitely, making the world in­
creasingly more happy, more just, 
and mOfe good; no fate has made 
him prisoner of his circumstances, 
no natural weakness has con­
demned him to be ruled by 
tyranny. He is meant to be free. 
Through the power of reason he 
can form intelligent opinions, and 
by discussion and debate can test 
them. Knowing that truth is pre­
cious above all things and the only 
safe guide to purposes and aims, 
the right to seek it must be held 
inviolate. 

"The democratic faith de­
clares that human rights are by 
their nature universal: that liberty 
is such a right, and that without 
liberty there cannot be justice; 
that, to ensure justice, the people 
should make the laws under which 
they live; that besides justice there 
should be benevolence and sym­
pathy; that those doctrines of reli­
gion which beseech mankind to 
practice brotherhood are right; 
that love must expel hate, and 
good will take the place of malice; 
that as well as zeal there must be 
patience and forbearance, and that 
persuasion is better than coercion; 
that none should hold the people 
in contempt, or profane the sa­
credness of conscience, or deny 
the worth of human life; and fi­
nally, that God and history are on 
the side of freedom and justice, 
love and righteousness; and man 
will therefore, be it soon or late, 



achieve a world society of peace 
and happiness where all are free 
and none shall be afraid." 

Professor Williams has done 
what his philosophy calls for: iden­
tified the right beliefs-and he 
does not recoil from the need to 
suppress beliefs and attitudes thu 
recognizable as hostile to the na­
tional values. This country has had 
its bouts with such problems; they 
have always been the test of liber­
ty: the Morman cases, refusals to 
salute the flag, the debate of reli­
gion as a basis for conscientious 
objection. Precisely this debate 
over the right religion forced En­
gland to opt for religious toleration 
in the 17th century. And toleration 
was adopted in the name of one of 
Professor Williams' cardinal val­
ues, freedom of conscience. 

Williams seems not to have 
understood Lincoln. During the 
Civil War both North and South 
held specific doctrines which they 
believed had transcendent sanc­
tion and sol liers on both sides 
proved willing to die for them. To 
this conflict of religiously held civil 
values Lincoln spoke: "Both read 
the same Bible, and pray to the 
same God; and each invokes his 
aid against the other." But both 
prayers could not be answered. 
Lincoln concluded that the "Al­
mighty has his own purposes." 
Worshippers of an autonomous 
God do not dictate to Him. To take 
God seriously is precisely to seek 
His will and obey it, not announce 
its correspondence with national or 

sectional cause. The powerful civil 
religions of the 1860's did not grasp 
the reality of God. He is not the 
guarantor of one side or another; 
He is the judge of both and the 
vindicator of the oppressed. The 
paradox of the modern civil reli­
gion debate is that the supreme 
invocation of God in American 
public history precisely denied the 
civil religions then prevailing. 
Lincoln stood very much alone 
when he divorced himself from the 
clashing cause-religions and spoke 
of the divine on quite different 
grounds. 

President Eisenhower is 
much congratulated by propo­
nents of the civil religion for his 
presumed view that religion is im­
portant to the country but what 
people choose for religious doc­
trine is not. Such talk simply does 
not correspond with American his­
torical reality. The American civil 
religion expoundelf by those who 
discern it is very much a matter of 
content. No civil religion in de­
mocracy can exist without at a 
minimum affirming that God 
being God and man being infinite, 
no authority can exist in human 
affairs for curbing free discourse. 

The civil religion is built on 
the notion that religious beliefs 
have positive cash value for civil 
life. The Eisenhower principle 
means simply that any belief is ac­
ceptable provided its cash value 
for public affairs conforms to the 
national interest as judged, pre­
sumably, by existing custom, law, 
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opinion makers, judges, and pros­
ecuting attorneys. For example: 
belief in God cashes out to "de­
mocracy is sacred;" human 
finitude cashes out to "free speech 
is sacred;" God's justice cashes out 
to "minority rights must be vindi­
cated." 

American social history dem­
onstrates, however, that numerous 
h eliefs cash out negatively. The 
doctrine of creation has been more 
than once cashed out to a ban on 
the teaching of evolution. The 
Genesis story of the creation of 
Eve out of the body of Adam has 
been cashed out to the precedence 
of man over woman. Belief that 
slavery is taught in the Bible was 
once cashed to justify southern 
secession, and the northern doc­
trine that slavery is sin converted 
General Sherman's scorched earth 
policy into God's vengeance on 
the sin of southern slaveholders. 
One must conclude that since not 
every belief held among Ameri­
cans is subject to politically favor­
able interpretation, government 
must define correct civil doctrines 
and repress teachings, even those 
of churches and sects, that foster 
harmful effects. The fantasy of 
contentless civil religion provides 
no refuge. 

Any viable concept of the civil 
religion involves establishment. 
Williams candidly advocates curbs 
on religious freedom for the sake 
of the benefits of a civilly oriented 
religion. Worse, from the point of 
view of religion itself, is the de-
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basement of transcendence itself. 
What Lincoln rebuked in North 
and South, advocates of the reli­
gion of democracy do: having de­
cided what is true religion, they 
call down the fires of transcen­
dence upon it. But "the Almighty 
has his own purposes." God is au­
tonomous or He is not transcen­
dent. 

Professor Sidney Mead 
makes a more sensitive case than 
either Williams or Bellah, and his 
choice represents a second major 
option for civil religion. "These 
then are the fundamental beliefs 
on which the democracy rests: be­
lief in God, belief in 'the people,' 
belief in the voice of the people as 
the surest clue to the voice of God, 
belief that truth emerges out of the 
conflict of opinions .... The only 
safeguard against [trespass of the 
majority on the rights of the 
minority] is the conviction that 
under God truth and right are not 
matters of majority vote. It is for 
this reason that democracy without 
faith in God is likely to sink into 
demagogic mobocracy." 

Mead denies Williams' prop­
osition that "governmental agen­
cies must teach the democratic 
idea as religion." Democracy is not 
itself the destiny of man; it is good 
because it enables free people to 
"fulfill their destiny under God." 
Furthermore, democracy "rests 
upon faith in the God who is the 
only object of religious 
devotion-the Christian (sic) God 
of mercy and of judgment-the 



God of creation, of providence, 
and of hi ~tory." 

Mead notes that the rever­
ence accorded the European 
state-church was directed by many 
immigrants toward the nation it­
self, since they could clearly not 
revere the congeries of religions 
that made this nation different. 
This reverence Mead prefers to 
call the "Religion of the Repub­
lic:" the generally Christian reli­
giousness which came to be as­
sociated with notions of American 
peoplehood and destiny. This 
must be clearly distinguished from 
the "civil religion" insofar as that 
term is equated with Williams and, 
•o a lesser degree, Bellah. Mead 
repudiates the consecrating role of 
civil religion; his Religion of the 
Republic is prophetic and Lincoln 
is its archetype. 

There is, however, a problem 
in Mead's concept, which touches 
the central issue, transcendence. 
For Lincoln, the God who is above 
all gods, including the disputing 
sections of the American people, is 
the Transcendent, whereas for 
Mead the transcendent is a 
dynamic national ideal operating 
in the minds of the people. It is no 
less prophetic on account of its 
immanence: 

"The 'worlds above the given 
world' are pictures in the great 
mythologies or dramas of the reli­
gions, which hold before the 
people the ideals and aspirations 
which define their sense of destiny 
and purpose .... The religi• n of 

this, our Republic, is of this na­
ture. Therefore to be committed 
to that religion is not to be commit­
ted to this world as it is, but to a 
world as yet above and beyond it to 
which this world ought to be con­
formed. The 'American religion,' 
contrary to Will Herberg's much 
popularized misunderstanding, is 
not the American way of life as we 
know and experience it .... Seen 
thus the religion of the Republic is 
essentially prophetic, which is to 
say that its ideals and aspirations 
stand in constant judgment over 
the passing shenanigans of the 
people .... " 

The risks of public religion 
are clear to Mead: we must "assure 
ourselves that our attitude toward 
the nation does not become 
idolatrous; that the state does not 
become God; that the Republic 
does not become heteronomous 
vis-a-vis other nations." Mead 
speaks explicitly of a theology of 
the nation: "the theology of the 
synergistic and theonomous reli­
gion of the Republic stands against 
this idolatrous tendency equally 
with Christianity .... " 

Nevertheless, Mead's own 
version of the theology of the pub­
lic religion is derived from 
Whitehead, Tillich, and earlier 
republican views. In its own way, 
this reveals a characteristic of pub­
lic religion in any form: it is a child 
of the American soul; it is a social 
and evolutionary phenomenon; it 
is not a child of revelation. Lincoln 
himself blended biblical insights 
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with republican commitments. 
One cannot but return to Wal­

ter Lippmann with a certain sense 
of relief. Long distressed by the 
deterioration of public morale and 
polity, Lippmann analyzed and re­
gretted the infidelity of America to 
its own "public philosophy;" his 
concern was with "the inner prin­
ciples of [American democratic] 
institutions." He never spoke of 
religion; for him, these principles 
had a power base of their own. In­
deed, their power arose in part 
from their very immanence in the 
human mind. First among these 
immanent principles is the natural 
law and America's belief, derived 
from both the Enlightenment and 
medieval traditions that passed 
largely unquestioned into the 
Puritan heritage, that reality con­
tains imperatives and sanctions 
which human beings violate at 
their peril. A sort of "relative 
transcendence" characterizes this 
view of reality. Lippmann re­
marked that political ideas obtain 
legitimacy as they bind con­
science. "Then they possess, as 
the Confucian doctrine has it, 'the 
mandate of heaven.' " Lippmann 
is here a semantic breath away 
from contemporary expositions of 
the public religion, minus their 
claim on the sort of transcendence 
of which Lincoln spoke. 

Lippmann is surely right in 
believing that the dissolution of an 
enobling common philosophy of 
man and society puts any nation in 
danger of falling to pieces. But for 
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all his steady telling of this truth, 
he awakened no po,\ er in the na­
tional soul to cure its sickness. A 
new generation of scholars pro­
poses to tap a traditional power 
source: the sense of transcendence 
that moved the Puritan's New 
Model Army, Cromwell himself, 
and their successors in North 
America. The power of the tran­
scendence they knew lies pre­
cisely in its "otherness" than any­
thing known to human philosophy. 
For all the currency of early repub­
lican ideas in the New ~lode! 
Army, its behavior was profoundly 
shaped by the notion that God dis­
poses among the ambitions and 
whimsies of men. 

This great mystery the pro­
ponents of the civil religion are at­
tempting to recapture and apply 
on behalf of American national res­
titution. Such is the nature of the 
commitment, however, that it 
cannot be done by elevating the 
public philosophy of Lippmann or 
any version of the civil religior, to 
that plane of holiness which is re­
quired. If it were done, it would be 
a deception of ideas; and it would 
betray what we have learned from 
English and American history 
about the essence of religious lib­
erty. 

Public ceremonies may truly 
touch the mystic chords of Ameri­
can idealism but neither they nor 
the noblest public philosophy can 
be equated with the transcen­
dence that stands forth in Lin­
coln's Second Inaugural: none 



'' .. . God is not put to the uses of peoples and nations. Civil 
religions are intrinsically flawed because they would make 
use of God . ... It is God who makes use of nations and it is 

the part of the people to humble themselves." 

other than the autonomous God 
who judges nations, causes, and 
religions in accordance with a will 
which, though often inscrutable, is 
always just and always vindicates 
the oppressed. 

Noble themes and evocative 
ceremonies there are, but they are 
religion only as sociology defines it 
and possess a purely relative tran­
scendence at best. But God is not 
put to the uses of peoples and na­
tions. All civil religions are intrin­
sically flawed because they would 
make use of God. Such an inten­
tion extinguishes the fire that 
gives them life. The discipline of 
religion, if not sociology, an­
thropology, and philosophy, is able 
to know that it is God who makes 
use of nations and that it is the pm 
of the people to humble them­
selves. 

I am fully aware that I speak 
from America's earliest Christian 
myth, as Lincoln did. On a socio­
logical basis it is certainly possible 
to discern, devise, and even 
promulgate something that may be 
called a civil religion. Sidney 
Mead's thinking is finely tuned to 
the history of American Christian-

ity and its traditions of civility and 
liberty. But even he draws away 
from the religion that undergirded 
Lincoln's interpretation of the 
civil war and prefers, as civil reli ­
gion inevitably must, the national 
idealism whose claim to transcen­
dence is grounded in the theory of 
an immanent natural law. 

Yet between the natural law 
and the Creator and judge of the 
natural law there is fixed a great 
gulf. If American national restitu­
tion can be accomplished by a re­
turn of respect f, ,r the theory and 
myth of the natural law, well and 
good; that is not a matter of reli­
gion, insofar as transcendence is 
constitutive of religion. 

But if it is true that the power 
to mo\ e nations lies with a God of 
ultimate and unconditional tran­
scendence, it would be more use­
ful for scholars who seek the na­
tional restitution to help this not 
yet chosen people understand the 
judgment of God on the United 
States for its countless offenses 
against righteousness rather than 
promulgating the ritual and dogma 
of a religion of American democ­
racy. • 
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poetry 
REBIRTH 

The morning has come before me again 
and I am inclined to be. 

sometimes as now, the wind beckons me 
to view an open moment, timeless surrender 
to the endless mirror of reflections and 
memories I long forgot. 

I am aroused by the silent spring morning 
and wait to hear the bird fly by in movement 
rare and calm. 
as the breezes of the sea and the moments of now, 
which are mine, disappear, I remember the one who 
liegan it all. 
Lightly I am drawn inward to a more silent spring 
where the time dissolves into presence and the 
air brings sweetness to my lips, and I feel as if 
I am only beginning to see what it is that has 
beckoned me out of the sleep of night. 

and as the morning sun melts color down my back 
my thanks comes in knowing that in being awakened 
our reality comes to us, waiting, waiting for 
that instant when we have blinked back beyond 
our beginning and now living have become a part 
of our presence. 
And in our presence lies eternity. 
a gift of innumerous days of the reality of 
our living. 
and so His eternal Presence has promised to enlighten 

us. 
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To believe is to begin 
beginning is easy, but can we make it to the end? 

and in ending I would like to 
say, that, then, knowing that GOD is, 

is actually only the beginning. 

I am the alpha and omega 
and the morning is promised once again. 

INFINITY 

One purpose. 
Eternally, one purpose. 
Infinity revealed in finite form . 
Eternity captured ft ir a moment, 

-C.R. Bergman 

And then expanding without bounds. 
Can you hear the voice 
Crying out behind all other cries? 
Calling out beyond all other calls? 
The call to be kings and emperors, 
To establish everlasting dominion, 
To liberate that universe 
Waiting within one man. 

-Alice W. Hellerstein 
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he Sterling Professor of 
Philosophy and Law at Yale 
University F. S. C. Nor-

throp opens his classic study of 
world philosophy and religion, The 
Meeting of East and West, with the 
epigram by the Chinese 
philosopher, Mo Ti: "Where stan­
dards differ there will be opposition. 
But how can the standards of the world 
be unified.?' 

Good question. Northrop's 
answer, his plea, is for a synthesis 
of all world philosophies. How­
ever, he regards all systems of 
philosophy, past and present, no 
matter how incisive and compel­
ling they may be, as at least par­
tially outmoded by scientific 
knowledge. Thus he argues that 
modern man must achieve "a sci­
entifically grounded philosophy 
adequate to the p:esent accumu­
lated total of factual knowledge 
and to all sides of human nature." 
Through this system no principles 
of any nation that have value 
would be excluded. The limita­
tions that certain religions and re­
strictive philosophies have would 
be transcended, and man would 
come into his true estate. Then 
One World would be possible. 

In the system that Northrop 
advocates we can at least see the 
kernel of what is inevitable. His is 
a veiled prophecy of the Coming 
Kingdom, in which men of all na­
tions and tongues will be one fam­
ily in Christ's love. In that sense it 

is well to remember the comment 
that Miss Clare Booth Luce made 
recently as she called for a return 
by America's people to the humble 
faith of our forefathers. She said, 
and the historian Dr. Henry Steele 
Commager agreed: We have 
plenty of knowledge today, more 
than enough; what we need is 
Wis om. 

Let us look at the wisdom of 
one nation. Taoism is one of the 
·hree spiritual kingdoms, so to 
speak, that has emerged over the 
centuries in China. The other two, 
which as religions were much more 
successful, were Confucianism 
and Chinese Buddhism, also 
known as Mahayana Buddhism. 
Alas, Taoism, which first emerged 
in the third and fourth centuries 
B. C., seemed to soar, via the 
philosophical and mystical flight of 
its founder Lao Tzu, miles beyond 
the average Chinese citizen. The 
practical-minded Chinese would 
say "Let us follow Confucius, for 
he leads us somewhere. And let us 
keep away from 'the gra r d old boy' 
(as Lao Tzu was called) for he may 
take us up to dizzy heights in his 
wild flights." 

Lao Tzu was called the grand 
old boy because, as the legend 
goes, when he was born he 
emerged from his mother's womb 
already an old man with snow­
white hair. The reason he was this 
old was that he had actually been 
conceived 62 years earlier when 
his mother happened to gaze upon 
a falling star. 
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Other stories about Lao Tzu 
are equally unhistorical, but, nev­
ertheless, interesting. One con­
cerns the origin of the Tao Te Ching, 
the collection of sayings of Lao 
Tzu and the central scripture or 
text of the Taoists. Lao Tzu, after 
many years as a teacher, decided 
that the Chou dynasty was too cor­
rupt and, mounting a water buf­
falo, he headed off through the 
mountains toward what is now 
Tibet, in search of a better king­
dom. However the keeper of the 
Han-ku pass would not let him 
leave the kingdom until he left for 
the people an exposition of his 
wisdom. So the sage retired into 
the woods for three days and fi­
nally emerged with the slim vol­
ume of five thousand Chinese 
characters which we know as the 
Tao Te Ching. 

Another Taoist tale reveals 
the feelings of the Taoists toward 
the contemporary of Lao Tzu, 
none other than Confucius. How­
ever, the latter teacher did not do 
so well in the audience allotted to 
him by Lao Tzu. Said Lao Tzu to 
Confucius in their legendary meet­
ing in 517 B.C.: "I have heard it 
said that a clever merchant, 
though possessed of great hoards 
of wealth, will act as though his 
coffers were empty, and that the 
princely man, though of perfect 
moral excellence, maintains the air 
of a simpleton. Abanqon your ar­
rogant ways and countless desires, 
your suave demeanor and unbri­
dled ambition, for they do not 
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promote your welfare. That is all I 
have to say to you." 

Taoism's place among the 
other great Oriental religions is 
well illustrated in a simple descrip­
tion given by the Korean, Young­
hill Kang, in his autobiographical 
novel The Grass Roof As you know, 
each of the Oriental religions is 
deeply embedded in the Korean 
psyche as well as in Korean life, 
and is reflected too in Korean 
Christianity. Kang notes that in his 
own family each member was at­
tracted to a distinct doctrine. "My 
grandmother loved the stories and 
sayings of the pitying Buddha; my 
mother ... because she was a wo­
man ... was most attracted by the 
emotional elements of Bud­
dhism." His down-to-earth and 
practical-minded father was a Con­
fucianist. Who was a Taoist? Well, 
you see, he had this crazy-poet un­
cle. 

My first true contact with Lao 
Tzu came, ironically enough, just 
after my gradual conversion, or 
more aptly, my slow growth into 
Christianity, via the Roman 
Catholic Church of Spain. I had 
been attending mass daily, when 
possible, for about four months, 
when over a period of several days 
there emerged a great desire in me 
to relate Oriental mysticism, 
which I had read in a cursory fash­
ion many years before, to St. 
Theresa of Avila, St. John of the 
Cross, as well as to Jesus' own 
brand of mysticism. The problem 
then was, where does one find a 



copy of the Bhagavad Gita or the 
Tao Te Ching in San Luis de Sabinil­
las, a generally illiterate village of 
fishermen and gypsies? Impossi­
ble! So I more or less let that idea 
float on through my bamboo hut, 
down the white sand, and out into 
the blue Mediterranean. 

However, just a few days lat­
er, I had walked to a slightly larger 
village nearby on a type of Robin 
Hood mission. I went door to door 
asking for old clothes, which I was 
to bring back to some very kind 
but poor families, some of whom 
were gypsies. As luck would have 
it, I came to one house where a 
young Dutch couple were spend­
ing their vacation. They invited 
me in as they went to look for 
somethin '! to give. In silent as­
tonishment I saw several paper­
back books sprawled out across the 
table, among them the Bhagavad 
Gita and the Tao Te Ching. Inside, I 
felt an inner spir· ~ual surge, as if to 
say "There are your books." But I 
remained quiet, waiting for the 
man to return. He brought out a 
pair of pants and a belt (which, 
incidentally, fit very nicely the 
lonely old night watchman Valero, 
who used to supply me with very 
juicy figs, though he never would 
tell me where the fig tree was). 
Then before I could even think 
about how those special books 
would change hands, the young 
Dutchmen said in very good En­
glish, "Would you have any need 
for some paperback books? We're 
leaving tomorrow and we have too 

much luggage as it is." In such a 
fashion I picked up Lao Tzu. 

Back by the sea I pored over 
page after page of Lao Tzu. And 
what I found through his sayings 
was an encounter with the same 
God that I had seen through Jesus, 
speaking through a different 
teacher in a different land in a dif­
ferent age. Actually it could have 
been lifted right out of my New 
Testament. 

As Jesus had said, "Whoever 
shall exalt himself shall be 
abased," Lao Tzu said "He who is 
to be laid low must first be exalted 
to power." As Jesus said "For 
whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it," Lao Tzu wrote "He who 
aims at life achieves death." Jesus 
said, "If anyone would be first, he 
must be last of all." Lao Tzu had 
written, "The sage puts himself 
last and finds himself in the 
foremost place." And as Jesus had 
announced "Behold the Lamb of 
God which beareth the sin of the 
world," Lao Tzu had foretold, 
"Who bears himself the sins of the 
world is the king of the world." 

In short I found the Tao Te 
Ching to be a good companion to 
my Bible and a confirmation of a 
sort that the truths that Jesus 
taught-which I had come to ac­
cept in a very real way-were both 
eternal and universal. The Tao or 
First Cause that Lao Tzu de­
scribed as "Something formlessly 
fashioned, existing long before 
heaven and earth, without sub­
stance ... unchanging, all-
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pervading, unfailing ... the mother 
of all things under heaven" was 
the same Being that had finally re­
vealed Himself to me as the one 
true Essence that lay beyond the 
kaleidoscope of sensory and mate­
rial sensation that had enraptured 
me, but yet entangled me for 23 
years. 

The Tao, or Superior Way was 
the Light that had come into the 
world, the Force, the magico­
moral power that had been re­
leased two thousand years ago in 
Nazareth, that had inspired the 
saints of every culture, and that 
had finally broken through, out­
side of time and space, into my 
own consciousness. I could ex­
claim with Lao Tzu "Sounds of 
music, smell of good dishes, will 
make the passing stranger pause. 
How different the words the Tao 
gives forth! So thin , so flavorless! 
If one looks for the Tao there is 
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Jesus: For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose. 
it. 

Lao Tzu: He who aims at life 
achieves death. 

Lao Tzu riding a water buffalo in a 
portrait from the Sung dynasty (A.D. 
960-1279). 

nothing solid to see; if one listens 
for it, there is nothing loud enough 
to hear. Yet if one uses it, it is 
inexhaustible." 

The mysterious Tao became 
the mysterious Spirit of the New 
Testament, described in John: 
"The wind bloweth where it list­
eti , and thou heares· the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth: so 
is everyone that is born of the 
Spirit." 

Of course there are great dis­
tinctions between Lao Tzu and 
Jesus. Though the Tao of Lao Tzu 
approaches the Logos in the Gos­
pel of John, it is often depicted as 
impersonal and incomprehensi­
ble, vague and elusive. While it is 
true that God may sometimes ap­
pear that way to us, more often as 
Christians we experience the 
Word that was in the beginning as a 
living personality, the expression 



of God's divine love and redeem­
ing gr ·:t e, and the manifestation of 
man's highest possibilities. And if 
not, then we should. The 
Heavenly Father that Jesus re­
vealed is so real and so close to us 
that we can completely surrender 
our lives to Him, saying, "In Him 
we live, and move, and have our 
being." 

Taoism as a philosophy senses 
the presence of God and Lao Tzu 
writes about it from man's point of 
view and a very wise man's point of 
view at that. But Jesus on the other 
hand was sent by God to become 
the central figure of a spiritual na­
tion which was destined to deter­
mine the future of the entire 
planet and cosmos, heaven and 
earth. The newly born Christian­
ity was installed by God to become 
a beacon for all men until the Final 
Days when His kingdom will 
come, His Will shall be done. That 
is, Christianity was born from 
God's direct point of view. How­
ever, given the fact that we have 
found our salvation and meaning 
in life through Christ and God's 
word in the Old and New Testa­
ments, it is instructive and refresh­
ing to see the roots of other cul­
tures, to whom we have the mis­
sion to introduce the God that 
Jesus reveals. 

Another Taoist companion I 
picked up in India. His name is 
Chuang Tzu, Lao Tzu's foremost 
later disciple who, with the author 
of the Tao Te Ching, are the two 
towering figures in Taoism. 

Chuang Tzu is no less inscrutable, 
no less profound, no less cheerful 
and no less charming. Many of you 
have probably heard some of his 
Storie-; , recorded in the collection 
of his writings. One tale finds 
Chuang Tzu dreaming that he was 
a butterfly. He did not know that 
he had ever been anything but a 
butterfly and was content to hover 
from flower to flower. Suddenly he 
woke and found to his astonish­
ment that he was Chuang Tzu. But 
it was hard to be sure whether he 
was really Chuang Tzu and had 
only dreamt that he was a butter­
fly, or was really a butterfly, and 
was only dreaming that he was 
Chuang Tzu. 

A second story that impressed 
me is called "Three in the Morn­
ing." This tale looks at the foibles 
of human nature that we en­
counter daily. Have you ever tried 
to get something from another, 
that the other person knows he has 
to give, such as a visa from a stub­
born guard at a border, yet the per­
son obstinately resists, almost in 
an irrational manner. Then, you 
put the matter slightly differently, 
though you shouldn't have had to, 
and the person relents. Well, this 
is called "three in the morning." 
What does Chuang Tzu mean by 
Three in the Morning? When the 
monkey trainer was handing out 
acorns, he said to the monkeys, 
"You get three in the morning and 
four at night." This made all the 
monkeys furious. "Well, then," 
said the trainer, "you get four in 
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the morning and three at night." 
With this, the monkeys were all 
delighted. There was no change in 
the reality behind the words, and 
yet the monkeys responded once 
with anger and once with joy. Says 
Chuang Tzu, "Let them if they 
want to." 

If Chuang Tzu can capture 
the irony of life, or the irrational 
parts of our nature, he also tries to 
be in tune with natural and spiritu­
al law, in a sense, the divine prin­
ciples of the universe, what he 
calls sovereign law. This is illus­
trated in the account of his strange 
behavior after his wife's death. 
Receiving the news of her death, 
Hui Tzu, a good friend, came to 
join Chuang Tzu at the rites of 
mourning at his house. To his sur­
prise he saw Chuang Tzu sitting 
with an inverted bowl on his 
knees, drumming upon it and sing­
ing a song. Hui Tzu was shocked 
and said "After all she lived with 
you, brought up your children, 
grew old along with you. That you 
should not mourn for her is bad 
enough; but to let your friends find 
you drumming and singing-that 
is going too far!" 

"You misjudge me," said 
Chuang Tzu. "When she died, I 
was in despair, as any man might 
well be. But soon pondering on 
what had happened, I told myself 
in death no strange new fate be­
falls us. In the beginning we 
lacked not life only but form. Not 
form only, but spirit. We are 
blended in the one great feature-
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less mass. Then a time came when 
the mass evolved spirit, spirit 
evolved form, form evolved life. 
And now life in its turn has evolved 
death. For no r nature only but 
man's being has its seasons, its 
sequence of spring and summer, 
autumn and winter. If someone is 
tired and has gone to lie down, we 
do not pursue him with shouting 
and bawling. She whom I have lost 
has lain down to sleep for a while in 
the Great Inner Room. To break in 
upon her rest with the noise of 
lamentation would but show that I 
knew nothing of nature's 
Sovereign Law. That is why I 
cease.J to mourn." 

As a footnote to this fleeting 
glimpse of Taoist thought, it 
should be mentioned that, strictly 
speaking, Taoism, or the Taoist 
Church, was far removed from the 
teachings of Lao Tzu and eventu­
ally only appealed to the more 
superstitious and less educated of 
the Chinese. Besides philosophi­
cal Taoism, which we have been 
discussing, and let me say here 
that I of course am no scholar on 
this subject, and must trust those 
who have studied Chinese to mas­
ter the nuance and subtlety of the 
ancient sages, several other brooks 
flowed into the pool that became 
historical Taoism. A form of 
Chinese yoga and breath control 
was one. Alchemy, magic and the 
belief in mysterious elixirs of im­
mortality were others. Several 
Taoist emperors even sent expedi­
tions looking for islands said to be 



filled with immortal beings called 
"Isles of the Blest." 

Then a whole parade of 
deities entered the pool. There 
was the Jade Emperor, who as the 
supreme god received an annual 
report from a lesser being known 
as the God of the Stove, or the 
Kitchen God. There was an image 
of the kitchen god in many homes 
to remind householders at the end 
of the year the God of the Stove 
would report each family's actions 
to the Jade Emperor. A third divin­
ity also won a place in the Chinese 
home, and also a place in my 
heart-if for nothing else than his 
name. He is called The Celestial 
Honoured Being of the Jade Dawn 
and the Golden Gate. All these of 
course are very colorful, yet quite 
far from t c clear-cut and profound 
cosmology of Lao Tzu and the Too. 

The twentieth century has 
been fatal however for the Taoist 
Church. The last of the Taoist se­
cret societies were abolished by 
Mao early in his campaign and 
they have been effectively si­
lenced since then. However, Lao 
Tzu lives on, among other ways, in 
numerous new translations of his 
book, in Zen Buddhism, which 
scholars say is the true inheritor of 
the ironic mysticism of the "Old 
Boy," and also of course, however 
slightly, in the Unification Church. 
One way is as a passing reference 
in every "Chapter One" lecture of 
the Divine Principle, but the other 
is much more emb 11 onic and sig­
nificant. 

Our spiritual guides and 
ministers from the Orient bear the 
wisdom of a culture that in the 
noted psychoanalyst Carl Jung's 
words is in many ways more 
civilized than that of our primitive 
Teutonic race. Perhaps it is Lao 
Tzu as well as Christ who has come 
to us in the guise of our Korean and 
Japanese brothers and sisters to 
help us salvage our nation and re­
ligious traditions from the bar­
barism of Communism. Though I 
am the first to admit that perhaps 
America's greatt:'St need right now 
is not the mysticism of Lao Tzu, 
but rather a real stiff shot of the 
familial and societal code of con­
duct of Confucius, or better still a 
true, living Christianity which 
alone will heal our disintegrating 
marriages, families and self­
respect. Yet I look forward to the 
day of victory over atheism, which 
will have been won by the hands 
and voices of every man or woman 
who found God, and "God's 
Way," includingLaoTzu. Perhaps 
then, in a restored world, where 
we will find an even greater syn­
thesis than Northrop imagines, a 
True Family of God, the dream of 
the Kingdom which we are fight­
ing and praying for, and which God 
through His Grace has promised to 
those who love Him, we can go 
into the mo ,mains of our souls and 
behold Lao Tzu's Perfect Way in 
the entirety of creation, but espe­
cially in the eyes of all those hu­
mans who have yearned for perfec­
tion and God's love this long. • 
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news & repo12ls 
Church Buys 
New Yorker Hotel As 
World Mission Hdqts. 

The Unification Church took 
New York by surprise with our 
May 13 purchase of the 42-story, 
2,000-room New Yorker Hotel­
now the Unification Church World 
Mission Headquarters. At Eighth 
Avenue and 34th Street, the hotel 
overlooks Madison Square Gar­
den. Each of the nearly 2,000 
guest rooms has a private bath; 
many are furnished with beds, 
dresser, and TV set. The hotel has 
three levels of basements, three 
ballrooms, and several restaurants, 
now vacant. 

The location is strategic. 34th 
Street is a major east-west thor­
oughfare through Manhattan, 
running to the Lincoln Tunnel to 
the west and the Queens midtown 
tunnel to the east. Penn Station, a 
major Post Office, and Macy's de­
partment store are each about a 
block away. Eighth Avenue is a 
"transitional" area. Once thriving, 
it is being taken over by bars and 
pornographic activities, particu­
larly between 42nd and 50th 
streets. The New Yorker is south 
of this zone. 

The declining fortune of the 
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area was a major factor of our 
purchase. Shortly after his return 
from Korea in March, Rev. Moon 
expressed his desire that the 
Church purchase a large hotel in a 
declining midtown area. The New 
Yorker was turned up in the search. 
Built in 1929, it was forty years a 
prestigious hotel, "one of the ci­
ty's most popular hotels for tourists 
and visiting garment district 
buyers," said the New Yo,-k Post. It 
declared bankruptcy in 1972. But 
the hotel remained vacant, partly 
due to a complication about its 
name. It was sold for $8.8 million 
to the French Polyclinic Medical 
School and Health Center, which 
also declared bankruptcy in 1974. 
The New Yorker Corporation has 
been trying to sell it ever since. 
Due to the area's decline and the 
prolonged vacancy, we bought the 
hotel for about five million dollars; 
it would cost $80 million to build a 
comparable ',u ilding today, said 
Col. Pak. 

On the evening of May 12th, 
Rev. Moon, Col. Pak, and over 100 
Church leaders anxiously awaited 
the outcome of the closing at 





Belvedere. Shortly after 8 pm, Mr. 
Salonen arrived with the final con­
tract. After Rev. Moon saw it, he 
signed various documents, includ­
ing several large architectural ren­
derings of the puilding. In com­
memoration of the occasion, he 
signed photographs of the hotel for 
those present. 

Col. Pak spoke of the signifi­
cance of the purchase . "Rev. 
Moon has selected a gigantic 
building for us, a heavenl y 
pyramid. This great building has 
been lying idle in the heart of New 
York City. This is where we can 
make a dramatic showcase of what 
Reverend Moon can do. We will 
rejuvenate the building both 
spiritually and physically. Soon the 
whole standard of the area will be 
upgraded. Here we can succeed in 
the resurrection, both physical and 
spiritual. In the last year alone, 
New York lost over 600,000 resi­
dents. Reverend l\1oon will be the 
first one to spearhead confidence 
and trust in the city. He is putting 
faith in the city while everyone 
else is running away. This means a 
great deal to New York; the citi­
zens will be very appreciative. 
Right now, all the religious people 
are trying to run away from the sins 
of the world. But instead of run­
ning away from sin, we are to con­
quer sin. This is the spirit of God 
and Jesus Christ. Unless you con­
front sin, how can you liquidate 
. ?" It. 

In explaining Rev. ~loon's in­
tended purposes for the building, 
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Col. Pak said, "We are going to use 
the building as an international 
headquarters. The word 'mission' 
is emphasized. We have purchased 
it for the mission of bringing down 
the Kingdom." In that connection, 
he said, the money for its purchase 
was from the international 
branches of the Unification 
Church. Secondly, Rev. Moon 
wants to make the hotel a center 
for cultural activities. "Third, he 
has a plan to set aside some areas 
for public service, especially to 
educate the world's young people. 
We , ill house young people from 
all over the world while they study 
in their fields at their respective 
schools in New York: Columbia, 
Juilliard, etc. This will be a true 
human resources development 
program." 

Mr. Salonen made the pu blic 
announcement of our purchase at a 
press conference on Thursday 
morning, May 13. "I am very 
proud to announce today that we 
have completed negotiations for 
the purchase of the New Yorker 
Hotel. The signing was the begin­
ning of a very dramatic program on 
our part." He stressed our goal of 
moral regeneration: "\\'e feel very 
strongly that what is needed in 
America is to rebuild the spirit of 
giving God thanks for the bless­
ings that He has given to this coun­
try and also to rededicate ourselves 
to the spiritual values that have 
brought so much to this nation. As 
part of that, we feel that since New 
York typifies the problems that our 



society is facing, we want to begin 
our clean-up here. That is why we 
started the America the Beautiful 
campaign. 

"We realize that New York is a 
city that needs a restoration in con­
fidence. We want to help rebuild 
faith in the city of New York, par­
ticularly in the areas that have de­
clined not only physically and 
economically but morally as well. 
Therefore our purchase of the 
New Yorker Hotel is not just an 
effort to bring the commitment of 
business and commerce back to 
the city, but also to begin cleaning 
up that area. From the programs 
that we intend to launch from that 
building, we expect the entire 
Eighth Avenue area to come back. 
\Ve are going to do a moral clean­
up as well. We are appalled to see 
the number of prostitutes on the 
streets, the tremendous number of 
pornographic bookstores. \Ve feel 
that what is needed is greater citi­
zen participation. We intend to do 
this. We want to work together to 
help New York again become a 
symbol of prosperity and vitality 
here in America." 

Mr. Salonen went on to out­
line the purposes of the building: 
"We plan to devote a number of 
our rooms to public service work; 
in particular, an education program 

of bringing men and women from 
around the world to study here in 
New York. We will provide them 
scholarships, room, board, and the 
best possib1e training for them in 
the field of their choice. We will 
also provide them with a strong 
moral background so that they can 
go back and become not just tech­
nically qualified leaders of the 
world but also morally excellent 
leaders. In this way we are going to 
promote the ideals of international 
brotherhood and cooperation . 

"It is our desire to restore the 
entire area. It will become not only 
a world mission center for Unifica­
tion Church activities but it will 
also interface with many cultural 
programs. As you know, we be­
lieve that cultural exchange can 
help accomplish the goal of world 
peace and brotherhood .... We 
will also seek to cooperate with 
other groups who are looking for a 
place for their programs." 

"Reverend :\loon has a grea t 
dream for reviving the spirit of 
~ew York and of America," said 
:\Ir. Salonen. "It is a great day for 
us to announce that a g eat step has 
been taken by securing this prop­
erty. We desire to make this build­
ing a new temple of God in the city 
of New York. We want this to be 
one place which will really repre­
sent God's hope for New York." 

Report From Italy 
by MARK PALMER 

With one month so quickly to reflect a little and have a clea 
behind us in Italy it is worthwhile view of our situation. This first 
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month has brought a most en­
couraging result in terms of new 
members and potential new mem­
bers and the future loo'~s ex­
tremely bright. 

On the whole we were all a 
little surprised 'by the Italians and 
it took us a while to adjust to such a 
free and heartistic race of people. 
Italian mentality is so vastly differ­
ent from any other in Europe. 

Each person who passes 
through the door of our center is 
like a jewel to Heavenly Father, 
precious and fragile. The em­
phasis must be on developing a 
relationship whereby the guests 
can feel the desire to not just ex­
press themselves externally, but to 
internally unburden themselves 
and free themselves from Satan's 
chains. We must put ourselves in 
the position of a true parent, giving 
our time and our love to each and 
every person. 

Good people are coming from 
all centers. l\1ost centers have 
young members living with them 
and this can be most inspiring. A 
center only grows as fast as the 
youngest member and special at­
tention must be given to the fruits 
of our work. There is no value in 
working hard and finding many 
new children if within a few weeks 
they leave again. 

The fundraising condition 
was fulfilled by every center and 
proved to be an invaluable experi­
ence. Last weekend the fundrais­
ing teams met with ~tr. Leon­
hardtsberger in Limonta; original-
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ly four teams of eight they are now 
two teams of 16 with Hubert 
Huber and Owind Haugen as the 
two leaders. During this special 
condition for Yankee Stadium 
many brothers and sisters slept for 
two weeks in their bus or by the 
roadside, or were given garages or 
sometimes even houses to use. 
The experiences and situations 
Heavenly Father puts us in are 
countless. 

Fun.Jraising for the Choir was 
sometimes different in strategy; 
often they wQ11)d sing a few songs 
in a bar and then go around with an 
empty hat! 

Italy prepares for yet another 
election; the importance of our 
work here becomes more appar­
ent. \Ve must prepare ourselves to 
work on all different levels at the 
same time so our growth must not 
just be in numbers but also in 
maneuverability, flexibility and 
impact. In this way there are plans 
for the Choir to grow to become 44 
and then in case of need to be split 
into two. 

Limonta: 
by Luciano Fenoli 

There are many differences 
between our campaign in Italy and 
all other campaigns we have had in 
Europe. Italy is like a second 
Korea! There are many connec­
tions which express this similarity. 
First, the hearts of the Italians are 
so warm; even the most cold­
hearted person in the world is 
moved. Second , the young people 
are very sensitive and sincere in 



their desire to build a new society reedy on Lake Como and from the 
centered on pure love. Third, surroundings it is ideal for all stu­
their inner attitude to look for· dents to come here to hear about 
truth and true purpose in life is 
very serious. 

The youth of this nation are 
searching for true family life, so 
even Communists are easv to 
move to our side because they too 
have a special heart which is close 
to God. I could see this through 
the results in Limonta where I am 
now teaching. In the training 
course itself we build a very close 
relationship to the guests in a 
two-day workshop which con­
tinues for five more days if the 
guests have more time. We can re­
late to each other like in God's true 
family. In the morning, as in all 
training-centers all over the world, 
the co-ordinators wake up the 
guests, but in Limonta it often 
happens that our guests wake us 
up at 5:30 for morning sports! 

During the two-day workshop 
the guests open up very much, so 
that we can see how to help them 
in furthering their understanding 
of the principles. The people are 
all very good so we have realized a 
good result during this first month 
of our campaign in Italy. 

by Walter Patzl 
The time we have spent here 

in the training center in Limonta 
has brought many experiences. 
We are .II here in different mis­
sions so we can already experience 
Father's heart in many different 
ways. The training center is di-

God's plan in our time and to be­
come His children. 

The most exciting time which 
"e always look forward to is the 
\ eekend, because then the house 

becomes rt,ally alive. Sometimes 
we have 50 students here who try 
to find new hope and new life. We 
realize how each one of us here in 
the center can show them a differ­
ent aspect of God's personality by 
sharing with them many deep ex­
periences. On Sunday when the 
weekend is finishing, everybody is 
looking forward to see how many 
of the "bambinies" are truly 
touched by the Principle, but also 
by the experience that each guest 
had. Everyone here is deeply in­
terested to bring each guest back 
to our Heavenly Father. 

The family here and the team 
became one unit in a relatively 
short time and with this founda­
tion we can work harmoniously to­
gether and bring great victory 
which will spread throughout Italy. 

Torino: 
by Norbert Thiel 

When we arrived in Torino we 
were welcomed with much love by 
the four local brothers and sisters. 
They had already been working 
several months in order to finance 
and prepare the new center. Just 
on the day of our arrival they 
finished their work. Much love is 
expressed tn the hard work they 
did. 
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THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS 
IN THE MORNING DAWN 

It is 4:30 in the morning and the lake is quiet and 
peaceful, 

The waves are rolling out with a beautiful sound, 
Everything else is peaceful: 
No noise, nothing to see and to hear. 
Listen! the first bird begins to sing, but n ,w peaceful 

again 
Only the lake. 
The mountains start to divide themselves from the 

sky: 
the first signs of a new beginning. 
Listen! again one bird, another one gives answer, 
Peaceful again. 
Listen! a whole concert begins right now: 
the day comes down into the valley. 
In the meantime it is 5:00. 
The first train is rolling on the other side of the lake, 
And the dogs are already making, with much noise, 

their sport. 
The concert of the birds, the cocks in the village, the 

fighting of the dogs and the reflections of the sun 
in the rolling lake 

Show the greatness of our Heavenly Father. 
I, standing in the midst of all this great creation, 
I, called by our Heavenly Father to inherit this: 
All 
and to become Lord of the 
Creation, 
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But what have I done great? 
I myself did do nothing 
great or exceptional. 
The only one who makes 
this all possible is Christ. 
Only through his hard work and sufferings you and I 

can regain the original position given to man, 
Given to us a long time ago. 
Let us therefore realize this great pt n together, 
Together with Christ 
and HeavenlyFather 
and all brothers and sisters 
around the world. 

-Walter Patzl 



freedom and true love). After­
wards we spoke about Limonta, 
and he said: "No, I cannot go be­
cause I can lose my job." But then 
I remembered the words of Mr. 
Corley: "Go, and speak with this 
boy." 

We spoke again about Rev. 
Moon, how he liked to go to the 
mountains when he was young, to 

his face. 
After seven days Domenico is 

living in our family, bringing each 
day many people ro the center who 
like to go to Limonta. He looks at 
each one of us as if to say, "Thank 
you, because you came to this 
country, and I can stay with you." 

pray and enjoy beauty. He was so Bergamo: 
touched when he could feel a con- by Philip Jones 
nection between Rev. Moon and "Citizens of Bergamo, as a 
himself. This talk brought the de- member of the IOWC I wish to 
cision to go to Limont:1• Two days thank you for your warm hospital­
later he came back, so shining and ity and would like to invite you to 
happy, inspiring everybody. He our center in Bergamo Via G. Ce­
said that he kne \~ everything sare 23A where you will be warmly 
about the principle. He wrote all received .... " 
the lectures in a notebook and This was what the people ot 
studied everything. It was 11:00. Bergamo were greeted with when 
At 12 o'clock he did not want to go they tuned into RBO last Friday 
home. Mr. Corley showed him night at 8:00 p.m. 
many pictures of our family, and he I was invited to see the rad io 
was so happy to see the joy and station by a boy who came to our 
love expressed in every picture. center and who works for the radio 
Helena told him to go to the 7-day in his spare time. After meeting 
workshop. The next day he was the staff of the radio station and 
very nervous; he could feel the being shown around they invited 
battle, at the same time the me to speak. At first, I was a little 
urgency to get money. He decided apprehensive because I had never 
that the next day he would go. spoken on radio before but I 
During the day we did not hear any realized this was a challenge from 
news about him, but at 8 o'clock Heavenly Father and remembered 
he was there with his suitcase, a our motto for Italy, "Go over." So I 
happy face, looking at everyone, agreed and after one Italian read­
trying to say: "I am here." We ing of our pamphlet I spoke in En­
could feel the day of battle behind glish while another translated . 

Letter From Japan 
by NANCY SMART from the Japanese IOWC. In Japan 

Much love and best wishes there are six teams-Mr. Dyk, Mr. 
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Onishi, Mr. Ueyama, Mr. Streit, 
Mr. Kim Setton and Mr. Suzuki. 
The teams were split in large cities 
throughout Japan for 40 days and 
the same teams have now arrived 
in another six cities to continue 
with their witnessing. 

I am a member of the New 
Hope Singers International. 
Heavenly Father has given us the 
opportunity to visit all the centers 
(where the IOWC teams have 
been) and we held a 3- lay Festival 
in each city. So we have had the 
opportunity to meet many impor­
tant people. In most of the cities 
we have visited we have t, eld ban­
quets and through the banquets 
we have met many important 
people high up in the government 
and well-known influential peo­
ple. In all cities we have had the 
opportunity to meet the mayor and 
we have received many gifts from 
these important people. 

In the last city we were at 
(Osaka) the leader of Mindan 
people invited all the New Hope 
singers and the Korean Folk Hallet 
for dinner. We went to a Korean 
restaurant; it was the first time that 
I had a Korean meal. 

We also had the opportunity 
to visit many historical places in 
Japan. Mr. Oyamada took us out 
for a day to Blue Ocean Island; first 
we had a trip round the island and 
later we landed and had a wonder­
ful day exploring in caves, fishing, 
having treasure hunts, games, and 
sight-seeing. We had a wonderful 
day. 

I have seen many great 
changes in the IOWC members 
from Europe. Many are growing 
very quickly and every time I see 
them there are more changes, and 
I am sure that Heavenly Father is 
happy with their progress. 

Just now we are at Chiba and 
our next city will be Mito (further 
north). Now it is spring time-the 
weather has been quite warm­
and with the traveling we have 
been doing we had the chance to 
see much beautiful scenery with 
the sun shining on the landscape. 
When we travel we see many rice 
paddy fields and tangerine trees 
and now there are many colorful 
cherry blossoms. 

Heavenly Father depends on 
each one of us and He has hand 
picked us for our different mis­
sions in different countries. 

The following are reports and observations from selected 
representatives who now reside in over 120 nations all 
over the globe. 

Fear Pe,vades Middle East 
I made it out of the "Holy 

Lands" in one piece and in sound 
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physical and spiritual health. 
That's a wild place! Even peace-



ful, cooperative, friendly-to-the­
westJordan. There is so much fear 
in this world, it defies our previous 
experiences in our home coun­
tries. \Ve usually have pity on the 
poor peoples of impoverished 
nations-starving, stricken by 
flood or famine, crushed by earth­
quake or storms. But in those arid 
and parched Arab lands, some­
thing paramount to pure fear of 
one's neighbor has pervaded the 
very core of their hearts and souls. 
I've never known of a people so at 
war within themselves. 

I want to share Heavenly 
Father's tears as His anguish 
overwhelms His capacity to bear 
such fratracidal hatred and anger. 
Poor Father-he's had to absorb all 
this painful bickering alone for so 
long and now as if it weren't 
enough to whale each other with 
the modern weaponry of tanks, 
SAMS, cannons and bombs, they 
are going to end the prophet's 
people once and for all with nu­
clear arms of their own. With chil­
dren of such temperament, God is 
surely bracing for a fearful and 

hurtful time ahead in the Middle 
East. 

Whether our mission (of re­
sponsibility) is in one country or 
another, we cannot hate Arabs . 
Russians, Jews or anyone. Our 
unity is deeper than that, but it is 
easy to get strong feelings of anger 
and impati.ence at witnessing "of­
ficial" and "personal" fear of other 
Arab peoples and Arab nations. 
They simply don't. .. love ... 
each ... other. In Lebanon, it's 
Christian Arab against Moslem 
Arab; in Egypt it's Libyan Arab 
against Egyptian Arab; in Jordan 
and in Syria, it's Palestinian (Al 
Fateh) Arab against establishment 
Arab, etc. 

How God has patiently and 
silently endured all of us for cen­
turies. How can we ever fully com­
fort Him? Can we as His children 
ever give Him THAT much joy? 
Are there enough tears and blood 
and moments of repentance to 
heal such wounds as we have 
caused? Anyway, we have never 
thought or lived this way before 
and how much we must change 
still. 

Tunisian Tolerance 
They seem reasonably toler­

ant here of other religions, espe­
cially Judaism surprisingly 
enough. There is a large syna­
gogue next to the school where we 
study. I've heard that there are as 
many a , 23,000 Jews in Tunisia, 
although that seems way high. I 
have not met one p-:rson yet whom 

I knew was a Jew. Perhaps they 
keep quiet or to themselves. 

There are Catholic, Anglican, 
French Reform, aod Greek and 
Russian Orthodox Churches here, 
which are almost exclusively for 
non-Tunisians from what I've 
seen. (There is still a large French 
community, many of them teach-
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ers, and perhaps 1,000 Americans.) 
There is heavy social pressure 
against a Tunisian joining any 
non-Islamic sect. Even though 
many here are not practicing Mos­
lems, especially among the young 
people, they nearly all claim to be 
Moslems. They have a tendency 
to "enjoy their youth," then tum 
to prayer and reading the Koran 
later on when they are married or, 
if funds permit, after they make a 
pilgrimage to Mecca (via Tunis Air 
nowadays). 

Islam prohibits sexual rela­
tions outside of marriage quite 
strongly. In the smaller villages 
there are spiritual rites to protect 
the virginity of the women in the 
family until marriage, and many 
women even in the capital are still 
veiled. (Bourguiba has called for 
Tunisian women to unveil them­
selves and that brought quite an 
uproar. On the other hand, he has 
said that he is Moslem and that 
Tunisia is a Moslem country.) In 
fact, however, here in the capital 
young people make the rounds. 
"A body has needs," and "We 
don't follow the Koran to that ex­
treme," are common excuses. 

Middle East: 
I have been working with a 

company which consists of mostly 
retired Navy officers and chiefs. 
They are under contract with the 
country's Navy to instruct ship re­
pair. They are doing a service for 
the free world. The men live in a 
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teamhouse of about 200. My job is 
an assistant to the manager, taking 
care of the men and feeding them, 
supervising the kitchen staff. The 
men are a rowdy, drinking, swear­
ing bunch-and it's all God can do 
to accept the work they do but He 
does. The atmosphere was very 
low, pictures on the walls assaulted 
me, etc.; but I've witnessed a 
miracle here that strengthens my 
faith in Principle. 

By serving these men with all 
my energy, I've witnessed a 
dramatic change here. They of­
fered me a job as a manager at 
around $25,000 per year and al­
most begged me to stay, when I 
informed them of my intentions to 
leave. I've witnessed to many of 
them and on Easter Sunday, I 
teamed up with a Catholic priest to 
give the Catholic-Protestant ser­
vices. I spoke about Jesus. My fear 
was that the environment would 
pull me down, but as Rev. Moon 
once mentioned, "/ pulled the 
whole teamhouse," and now the 
spirit world is greatly affected 
here. It's truly been an amazing 
experience and I saved a lot for my 
other mission. 

Africa: 
On May 1st we had .a wonder­

ful time celebrating -the 22nd 
birthday of the Unification 
Church-African Style-with 
much drumming and dancing. Joe 
led the drumming-on our upside 
down washbucket, and Takashi 



led the dancing-our Japanese 
brothers REALLY love to dance! 
It was fun for all. Some nights we 
are really rolling on the floor with 
laughter as we see who can ac­
cumulate the Jar .::est pile of stones 
or bugs next to their plate of 

bean-Takashi always seems to 
win. Another favorite pastime is 
ciphoning worms from the flour! 
Anyway, we are having so many 
precious experiences and in every­
thing we are grateful to God for 
bein i.' so close! 

Viewpoint on Race Relations 
I feel that no matter how open 

any South African white may be, 
they have grown up in this situa­
tion and the blacks here are defi­
nitely on a completely different 
level than the whites, merely be­
cause they have only begun to be 
civilized. With time and educa­
tion, they can develop to be even 
better people than the whites. We 
know this because we live in a 
country where the black man is 
developed and we can see with our 
eyes that they are quite capable of 
equaling and surpassing us whites 
in education, talents and every 
facet of society. 

But I feel that unless one is 
able to actually see the latent po­
tential of the blacks (all South Af­
ricans should go to America!) it is 
difficult to not think that the white 
race is superior. When I first came 
to Africa I was resentful of the at­
titude of the whites and I still am 
now, but in a different way. But as 
I could learn more about the black 
people here and see how they do 
not even begin to compare to our 
black people at home, my opinion 
changed. 

When I worked in a restaurant 

all the cooks were black and as a 
waitress I had much give and take 
with them in the kitchen. One 
time one African man had an ar­
gument with one of the women in 
the kitchen, and he threw her on 
the ground and jumped on her. 
She was pregnant at the time and 
had a miscarriage as a result. The 
manager told me that last year in 
the kitchen one of the Africans cut 
off the hand of the other (both 
women) as they were chopping on­
ions, for some reason which wasn't 
very important. 

These are horrifying things . 
But one must understand that no 
more than 66 years ago the Afri­
cans were living in their huts. So 
outwardly they may seem civilized 
but there is still much growing to 
be done. 

Another example is that at the 
big football games in America, you 
seldom hear of anyone getting 
trampled in the crowd, but while I 
was in one country here at our in­
dependence celebrations there 
were about 15,000 people attend­
ing and seven people were tram­
pled to death by the crowd. The 
terrorist activities also show some 
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of the qualities of the people we 
are dealing with. In the terrorist 
activities in other countries there 
are people killed ruthlessly; there 
are some fac tual reports I have 
read in books from the last ten 
years of the cannibalism of the ter­
rorists. And just after I arrived 
there was one incident which I 
can't even tell to you it was so hor­
rible. 

So my point is that don't for a 
moment begin to think that the 
black of America is anything like 
the black of Africa. 

Today in town some Christian 
businessmen started to sing hymns 
in the middle of town during 
lunch. Hundreds of peol'le gath­
ered around joining in. Today was 
a day of prayer here. There were 
blacks, whites, young and old, 
businessmen, army men, sec­
retaries and housewives all sing­
ing-not embarrassed as you see in 
America but just a spontaneous 
gathering. It really moved me. 
God loves this country so much 
and I am very happy to be here. 

North African Racism 
It is really interesting to see 

the racial situation from this 
side .... One can see many of the 
roots of the blacks in America. I am 
learning the feeling of what it is 
like to be separated from the 
.crowd and looked at a , different. It 
is strange. Whenever I ride the 
bicycle through town there are al­
ways long looks and sometimes 
jeers and catcalls. 

The people here feel some­
how inferior to the whites. The 
whites live in big villas with cars 
and don't have the time of day for 
most blacks except for officials. So 
the blacks rebound in the attempt 
to exert their authority whenever 
possible. 

I am experiencing something 
that most Americans don't get the 
chance to--white Americans, at 
least. Even though there is no 
open persecution against whites, 
there is an underlying feeling. But 
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even that underlying feeling cuts 
into a person. It either makes you 
defensive so your pride swells up 
and fights back or it makes you feel 
alone and hurt. 

The racial struggle in America 
becomes so pitifully sad when 
seen from this point of view of 
being set apart and regarded as dif­
ferent. Then I think of how long 
this has been going o, in America. 
If each American could just feel 
what it is like for a short time, how 
his heart would change! There are 
definite differences in races. But 
those differences are ot of qual­
ity. We must overcome within our­
selves and sho, others how to 
overcome. One thing that I always 
feel is the sadness of the separa­
tion. 

* * * 
We had been searching for a 

bigger house in a better location. 



The result is a big house sur­
rounded by a lush garden. The 
house is painted a pale blue with 
orange and green trimmings. 

Our garden has all kinds of 
flowers and fruits; soon we'll have 
bananas, mangoes, lemons and 
tomatoes. Our friends compete for 
the chance to water the plants. We 
were afraid that we would be 
placed at a distance from Africans 
by living more like white folks. 
"Anasara" (white people) are 
looked at disdainfully by most Af­
ricans (no matter what the level of 
education). We had thought that it 
was a plus to be willing to live as 
close to their way of life as possi­
ble. Now we find out that Africans 
who are open and friendly will be 
no matter where or how you live. 
Africans expect us to live better 

than they do. We are still uncom­
mon in our life-style and people 
can see that. Rarely do you see 
white people walking along the 
street or just chatting with all kinds 
of people in their own native lan­
guage. Africans are impressed that 
we reach out to them, instead of 
holding ourselves apart as do all 
the white people. 

The behavior and attitude of 
white people in Africa (including 
Christian missionaries) makes me 
ashamed to be white. If I went into 
detail about the white folks here 
you'd never believe it. They live 
from air-conditioned house to air­
conditioned car to air-conditioned 
office to air-conditioned store. 
They're as pale as death. The 
most telling is the lack of smiles. 
I've never seen a French person 
smile. 

Camerounians' Hearts 
The Camerounians are very 

much like children in their devo­
tion and love. It is very innocent 
and pu ce. They have deep love for 
their brothers and sisters, watch­
ing out for them and taking care of 
them. Also their respect for elders 
or people in the parental position is 
very high. 

Life is so different here that 
many times I feel like I'm on the 
set of a movie or on a stage in a 
play. Externally, the life is differ­
ent. Internally, Africans are 
Heavenly Father's beautiful chil­
dren. They have big hearts and 
truly care for each other. Because 

they have suffered so much, being 
neglected by Europe and America, 
they are truly empathetic with 
their brothers' suffering. 

Once we were at a soccer 
match which Cameroun lost by 
one point. One man who had tried 
to score a point but failed was so 
depressed as he walked down the 
field. His teammate had just 
scored point and his chest was 
swelled with pride. But he felt so 
bad when he saw his brother's suf­
fering. He reached over and 
grabbed hi ., brother, embraced 
him, and gave him so much love . 

Last Saturday, before going to 

JOI 



our public lecture at the youth 
center (like YMCA), I prayed for 
some people I met to come. For 
two or three weeks it had been 
difficult for me to get the people I 
had met to come to the Saturday 
lecture. I waited every week but 
no one came that I had met, only 
people that my friend had con­
tacted. 

This Saturday I wasn't confi­
dent they would come. It had been 
raining and the people don't come 
out in the rain. I waited for 20 

the youth center and started back 
home. 

Then all of a sudden a boy ran 
up to me and said, "I've been look­
ing for you. I came to the center 
but they said you had just left. I 
want to hear the lectures about a 
new religion." I asked him how he 
had found out about us. He said his 
friend had heard an announce­
ment over the radio. A new reli­
gion is holding lectures in the 
youth center every Saturday at 10 
o'clock. But we had never made 

minutes for the people to come to such an announcement on the 
our class, but no one came. We left radio. Someone had been inspired 

by spirit world to help us. 

Caution: Witch Doctors 
We know several people 

lately who have been seriously 
injured-just 2 nights ago, our 
next-door neighbor died in a car 
accident. From what I have heard, 
the Ivory Coast is #1 in the world 
for the highest number of acci­
dents per capita, and I have no 
doubt that this figure is true. Dai­
ly, we see an average of three seri­
ous accidents. \Ve have seen even 
whole buses turned over. It's in­
credible-even the taxi and bus 
chauffeurs drive maybe 80 miles 
an hour in the city! Last year, 5 out 
of 12 Peace Corps volunteers were 
seriously injured and sent home 
due to car accidents. We had 
wanted to get a bicycle but we 
have our fears. 

I cannot claim to understand 
why it is so high here, but only 
relate what I observe-it might 
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have something to do with a gen­
eral feeling of superiority when 
they are in a position. I don't 
know-it's a very peculiar thing, 
but one sees it over and over here. 
For example, often just as many 
people have run to catch a bus and 
even though the bus may be al­
most empty, the chauffeur will 
close the doors and drive away as 
though to prove his position-that 
he is in control. If one asks a taxi 
chauffeur to drive slower, he in­
stead will drive more quickly. If a 
traffic jam occurs, it takes forever 
before one will be the first to back 
up---they all demand the other, 
while all create almost a riot yelling 
and laying on the horn. Policemen 
are constantly stopping one on the 
road and demanding money, etc. It 
seems to be just basically the 
common courtesy that so often is 



lacking. 
Oh, it must be so difficult for 

a developing nation faced with so 
many controversies and paradoxes 
to always understand the proper 
way. Just until recently, they were 
always in a dependent po~ition, 
hence, maybe often, to many, 
humility is equated with inferior­
ity promoting them sometimes to 
exert themselves a bit much. I 
don't mean co sound like I'm 
criticizing those in position here, 
for I realize that their task is great. 
Bringing this country from mud 
huts to skyscrapers in a matter of a 
few years has been a breakthrough 
that would dazzle any Thomas 
Jefferson-it's just a little diplo­
macy that has to be worked 
out .... Nothing the ideal \rorld 
won't take care of! 

* * * 
Hang on to your seats folks for 

our next chapter of the exciting 
times brought to you by the 
"moon-eyed l\1oonies." 

Last week my friend and I 
ventured out into the night co visit 
an astrologist, palm reader, magi­
cian, ,·-ell you name it, he did it. 
Our desire is always of course to 
meet the most spiritual people but 
maybe this time our curiosity got 
the best of us . .. and almost killed 
the cat. 

We were greeted by a very 
devious "Sage" straight from In­
dia. His penetrating eyes and de­
ceptive-sort-of-smile, poin r­
ed beard and all were enough to 

make our teeth chatter. Neverthe­
less we tried to appear happy we 
had arrived and sac down calmly 
asking him about his practices. He 
began with the usual: hypnosis, 
palm reading, astro-projection, 
calling of spirits, tarot cards, 
seances, etc. When we cold him 
we imported ginseng tea his face 
lie up. He was extremely in­
terested and said he needs the root 
but refused to tell us why. 

After some time of small talk 
we found the skeleton in the 
closet; that is, we realized his true 
nature. He brought out an ancient 
Hindu book filled with ugly de­
mons and magic symbols. Leafing 
through the chapters on black 
magic my eyes caught a chapter on 
vampirism and a footnote he had 
written himself, "skull of dead 
man." He nonchalantly told us 
that with a skull one can do any of 
the magic and that they find them 
in the cemetery. l\ly mind rushed 
back to what a missionary's wife 
recently told us. She had read chat 
many graves have been opened 
and bodies removed not far from 
here. Our nerves began to squeak 
a bit but remembering what he had 
said about those who are afraid or 
don't believe-he likes to leave 
with them an impression they 
•von't forget-I tried not to show 
my fear. 

About this time another 
bizarre-looking friend came in 
·.vith some bottles of something 
(witches' brew, alcohol? I'm not 
sure). He sat down and began 
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smoking a very long, distinguished 
ivory-carved cig;.. et holder, as 
unique as his strange manners. We 
asked him his position in this soci­
ety and he said he takes care of the 
cobras they keep in their rooms, 
finding skulls, and human 
blood-and that he could really 
use half a litre of ours. Though he 
said this with complete serious­
ness it was so outrageous we could 
hardly believe it. 

At any rate we knew we 
couldn't show our fear or disbelief 
but yet we desperately wanted to 
leave ... though gracefully as we 
didn't want to provoke them into 
doing anything harsh or quick. We 
kept mentioning we had another 
appointment to attend but they in­
sisted they give us an example of 
their work. A candle was brought 
out as the one with the pointed 
beard showed us his palm (that 
there were no scars, etc.) and then 
gave his hand to his assistant who 
suddenly began to bite his wrist, 
sucking the blood while Dr. Allen 
repeated a few times in his haunt­
ing way, "Vampire, Vampire .... " 
Our grace and manners suddenly 
gave way to our terror as we instan­
taneously leaped from our chairs 
and tore out screaming for our 
lives. I'm sure we've never run so 
quickly in all our dying days. Fi­
nally, to our relief, we came upon a 
familiar church, well-lit and joyous 
with singing voices. We took a 
small retreat, prayed deeply, and 
proceeded cautiously home. 

Upon arriving we blessed our-
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selves and the bed to assure good 
dreams but we were very per­
plexed by the strange smell which 
permeated the room. I guess be­
cause of our extra-sensitivity due 
to fasting that day, our minds 
jumped to the possibility of a bad 
spirit which, we believed, had 
maybe followed us. We flipped on 
the light, placed more holy pic­
tures around us, and prayed. We 
were ~ • 11'ident after all this prep­
aration that he had left us but we 
were still surprised to smell the 
odor. Finally it was discovered as I 
climbed into my sleeping bag that 
I had mistakenly used an old sheet 
out of the dirty laundry. 

Seeing movies such as 
"Dracula" and "I Was a Teen-age 
Werewolf" has always been 
frightening enough, even though, 
frankly, I never truly believed 
them, but after seeing such things 
in real life I can't deny they exist. I 
have never seen a more hideous 
thing-how horrible are Satan's 
many expressions. As nightmarish 
as it was, though, we feel fortunate 
to have witnessed this incident as 
sort of a warning to others. H~iring 
so much about fetishes and 
spiritual phenomena we have been 
maybe overly anxious to ob· erve 
these events. We hear fantastic 
stories, such as a man who can eat 
for hours and hours and not gain an 
inch; the girl who regurgitates 
money; the tribe that removes 
their interiors by slitting their 
stomachs and then puts them back 
again, or turns into panthers and 



snakes; or then there's the one 
about two villages in Upper Ivory 
Coast that are completely stone­
all the people are petrified. Many 
people here wear particular rings 
or charms that they fervently be­
lieve have magic powers; it's not 
uncommon to see a little package 
filled with special medicine over 
the door to protect them from evil 
sp1nts, thieves, etc. Those 
medicines are used in everything: 
as poisons, special brews for suc­
ceeding in an exam, or to attract 
someone special. But the amazing 
thing is, I believe they really work. 

After hearing end less stories 
of the various healings, protective 
devices, and spiritual phenomena, 
one can hardly disbelieve it. Un­
fortunately, though, as is so often 
the case, these realms are usually 
Satan's paradise. Those events stir 
the imagination and intrigue the 
curiosity but e oke such a strong 
fear as well. I hope that the ideal 
world will arrive q" ickly to be able 
to reverse this profound power to 
God's side, as there is such a reser­
voir of a knowledge of nature that 
most of the world has never seen 
before. 

Recently, also, many of the 
older people are not so willing to 
pass their discoveries to the young 
ones, even in their family. Hence, 
much has "gone to pod"-the 
classic example here is of one old 
man who turned a village into 
monkeys and then died before 
transferring the secret of reversal 
on to anyo ne. They are still living 

Witch doctor with his potions. 

on bananas .... 
Really, though, a lot of it 

doesn't seem to be such monkey 
business. It's more than just 
hokum pokum for many and, I be­
lieve, if used in a more clinical, 
open, and God-centered way I be­
lieve all of humanity could bene­
fit. Who knows, some day the 
witch d ,-ctor may be our greatest 
practitioner. 

l\faybe I can give you some 
kind of little inspiration by sharing 
a dream that continues to recur 
(when I'm not flying or swim­
ming). It's brief but concise: All of 
the buildings in New York are 
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marching like soldiers or maybe 
they are Unification Church mem­
bers as they are clean, neat, and 
bursting with joy. The windows 
and sides are just bursting, almost 
exploding, witb vitality. The win­
dows are formed in such a way as to 
make for a very smiley and 
bright-eyed building. They are all 
neatly lined up in order following 
Reverend !\loon, who, of course, 

is the largest and mightiest build­
ing of them all. He towers above 
them into the clouds. Everything 
is bright, as the sun is shining and 
reflecting a pure gold off him. He 
is a gold or platinum building 
while all the other soldier build­
ings are shiny silver. I hope it's a 
prophetic dream of the victory that 
you will all soon experience in 
New York. Even the buildings are 
rejoicing. 

Discontent In The Gambia 
For Easter in The Gambia all 

the Christians-Methodist, Angli­
can and Catholic-march together 
through the streets singing as wit­
ness of their faith. Christian holi­
days are quiet ones (as opposed to 
Moslem drumming and loud 
chanting). Their numbers are get­
ting smaller each year as it be­
comes politically and economically 
more advantageous to be Moslem. 

But the same discontent is 
evident in the young people of 
both faiths-the same desire for a 
new, more complete truth. We are 

learning so many lessons of par­
enthood and the deep meaning of 
how God loves us as a result. 

Another way the re-education 
is going on is many Gambians have 
gone to Sweden and there they 
meet friends from Russia. Right 
now we know of at least one such 
Gambian who is holding discus­
sion groups for his fellow Gam­
bians, Marxism being the topic. 

We are finding more and more 
people who are aware of what's 
going on in the country and it's 
encouraging. 

African Durability 
Over Easter we attended a 

Christian camp in the woods with 
about 40 Christians. Their spirit 
was wonderful. It was a difficult 
night though, for "delicate," 
"fragile" sisters sleeping on the 
cement outside swarming with 
mosquitoes, among the noise of 
humming voices and crying 
babies. We felt rather foolish when 
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observing several mothers with 
children easily sleeping in such 
conditions with hardly even a 
sheet to cover themselves, yet 
snoring like a kitten. I think often 
we in the western world, espe­
cially with all its conveniences, 
tend to overlook the real strength 
and endurance of the less fortu­
nate. Maybe they don't always re-



ceive recognition or merit but they 
possess a truly admirable quality, 
one that, in th : ir condition of exis­
tence, they couldn't live with­
out-that of durability, a quality 
America and her people will be 

tested on greatly in the coming 
years. And yet unfortunately, it's 
something one must experience in 
order to understand-I pray 
America can survive her years in 
learning it. 

A Christian Family In Asia 
Yesterday it was one year ago 

that I took off from America. I was 
thinking so much about all of you, 
and remembering how deter­
mined and eager we felt, and the 
strange feeling I had as I saw Long 
Island shrink away below us and 
disappear in the growing darkness. 
Ac that time I learned the true 
value of looking always ahead, 
never behind, except as it helps 
you see your forward direction 
more clearly. 

One year later, I think the 
personal indemnity must at lase 
have been paid. We've gone 
through many, many courses and 
experiences, laying a foundation 
for giving the Word to this country. 
Now the stakes have been driven 
in, and the times I've been so long 
prophesying to when our mission 
can at last get under way are finally 
here. 

Also one year ago yesterday I 
called my parents from New York 
to say good-bye. It was their wed­
ding anniversary as well, but I was 
so preoccupied chat I forgot. I felt 
so much of a pull to them in the last 
month or so, and when you men­
tioned how Rev. Moon said we 
were much happier people than he 

could be, because when this is 
finished he'll send us home to our 
families, but he's sure his were 
killed by the Communists many 
years ago, I really was stricken . I 
wanted to call them all day yester­
day, as I've discovered that phone 
calls from here co America are ac­
tually very clear, but thinking 
about Rev. Moon I felt I couldn't 
indulge in such a blessing for my­
self. 

I'm finding that the Chris­
tians I've been witnessing to are 
somehow not so hampered by the 
limitations of rigid Western Chris­
tian thought, having been con­
verted for the most part them­
selves by heart and not logic, and 
maintaining that same kind of rela­
tionship with Heavenly Father 
now, even if they're a little con­
fused. 

Another experience with 
Christians was in a little village 
where I visited once before ar the 
end of March. I chink I wrote you 
of the standard of love chat I found 
there. They were the true embod­
iment of the Christian ideal of the 
family. All of them were literally 
free of devious designs, and ac­
cepted me openly and without 
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embarrassment or hesitation as 
one of them immediately upon my 
entering the village. The children 
were so bright and open, the most 
beautiful I've seen in this country. 
They responqed easily to love 
given them, even from strangers, 
whereas the children in Muslim 
and Hindu homes are often pen­
sive and fearful, I loved that vil­
lage and those people so much, 
and I truly hated to leave. 

About two weeks ago I re­
turned. I found the mother was ill 
with typhoid fever. She was ex­
tremely weak, and yet had given 
up medicine and put herself in 
Jesus' hands. I prayed twice with 
her very deeply, and we talked to­
gether long. Their church is ex­
tremely spiritual. They believe 
their founder was sent as a fore­
runner to Jesus' second coming 
with the same mission, in his wn 
words, as John the Baptist. I told 
her that the I\1essiah is very near, 
and even at the very gates, and 
that she perhaps is paying the price 
for one of her loved ones or even 
her whole family to meet with him 
and work with him when he 
comes. She therefore must pray for 
understanding, and thank God 
that she could have the opportuni­
ty and always keep her attitude up, 
because Heavenlv Father some­
times must take those whom He 
loves and who love Him most to 
bear the greatest burden. 

They are so precious. We 
prayed together and I sang a song 
for them a couple of times at the 
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urging of the children, even using 
a Bengali drum to accompany my­
self for "Good News, Chariots 
a-Comin' ". In the evening before 
bed the father, brother, and sister 
came into the church where I was 
staying, and we talked and prayed 
and sang some songs. I witnessed 
to them about the second coming 
and about the purpose of Christi­
anity, and Christian responsibility, 
and t ,od's heart. They were so 
eager! The mother, in bed in her 
room in another hut, was listening 
to all I said, and asked her husband 
to translate to her when he went to 
visit her. They accepred it with 
wide-open and innocent hearts 
( though I only had spoken of these 
things as matters for their consid­
eration). 

The next morning, as we 
were leaving, I went in again to the 
mother to pray with her. At that 
point she told me, "All my chil­
dren are your brothers and sisters. 
This is your family." I was so 
happy. All of the struggles and in­
demnity in this country were 
worth it if only for that single mo­
ment. 

How happy I was for 
Heavenly Father that such true 
Christians were really here in this 
world of hell. I'm moving slowly, 
but I've since had further contact 
with the Church. They are by far 
the most spiritual church in this 
country, and I want to build it up to 
the point where I can speak to 
them all directly. 



Lessons from Loneliness 
Dear Family, 

I wanted to share something 
about God's lonely heart. My 
course seems to be a more solitary 
or lonely one, but I know it is not 
my course but that of our Heaven­
ly Father and so many before me. I 
do not claim to be great-only God 
is. I am only grateful to learn this 
aspect of God's heart. I only hope 
I'm able to comfort Him by bear­
ing some of His burden. 

When I was in American 
Samoa people were not respond­
ing for over a peri r,d of seven 
months. Because of difficulties it 
was recommended that I go to 
another country. However, it 
seems that instead of the problems 
being assuaged or improved, they 
were compounded. Instead of 
finding greater spiritual safety (at 
first) or comfort I met with greater 
spiritual attack and problems, par­
ticularly loneliness. I came to be 
desperate to talk to people about 
God, about life, to just reach out 
and contact someone heart to 
heart. 

It really became a spiritual 
battle for survival. Mr. Sudo has 
said, "The greatest thing to fear is 
to lose God." I really felt that. 
Satan wants us to lose God, to lose 
love. He will throw water on the 
flame, douse it time and time 
again, stamp on it, do anything he 
can to put out the flame of love 
within us. 

From these experiences I 

learned several things. God is the 
only absolute reality we can trust. 
Even if we must turn away from 
the world, from everyone around 
us to come to God we must lest we 
lose life itself. We must have life to 
give it. We must therefore deny all 
that is not of God. 

Also I learned in this situation 
hm, terribly lonely God is and how 
desperate He is to reach out to us . 
Because of love He is willing to 
forsake His position and humble 
Himself so much for us who have 
shunned Him and hurt Him time 
and again. He is desperate for a 
smile from us, for a nod or some 
kind of acknowledgment from us 
that we recognize Him. Even for 
that much He must at times be 
desperate, though by no means 
satisfied. For us to be able to suffer 
for Him is a great privilege, for if 
by our suffering we can remove so 
many burdens from Him how re­
lieved He must be. If we can make 
Heavenly Father happy, if we can 
make Him smile or laugh or cause 
a twinkle in His eye or cause Him 
to dance, what a wonderful thing 
for us to do! 

I believe my brothers and sis­
ters have done that through Yan­
kee Stadium. In these faraway 
countries it is my brothers' and sis­
ters' hope to do the same, I be­
lieve, by helping people to see the 
light of day, by taking our lost 
brothers' and sisters' suffering an tf 
heavy burdens from off their 
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shoulders unto our own. 
We must be desperate to see 

God, to be with Him, to live with 
Him, never to lose Him. Then we 
must be desperate to reach others, 
to touch others to enable them to 
reach God, to come to know Him, 
to love Him, to serve Him. If we 
truly know how lonely He is, if we 
ourselves were as lonely, wouldn't 
we grab at any opportunity for 
love, for comfort, for any kind 
word or look from others, even a 
nod? 

How much more our Heaven­
ly Father searches among the ashes 
of man's burned-out lives to find 
one divine spark, no matter how 
weak or fading it might be. How 
carefully He would lift it out from 
the ashes cupped in His hands so 
that the cruel wind of Satan would 
not put it out with one last gust. He 
would do this even with tears 
streaming from His sorrowful eyes 
and wetting the earth. Cradling 
that precious spark He would clear 
away the ashes and taking that one 
divine spark or coal He would 
place it back again and would blow 
with His spirit upon it to ignite a 
new fire-creating a blazing bon­
fire within us dead people which 
would provide enough light and 
heat for others to find their way 
and also come around and warm 

themselves. We, my brothers and 
sisters, are the billows; Christ is 
the blacksmith. As he presses on 
us, we must rekindle the hearts of 
men so that they can be forged into 
true sons and daughters of God 
once again. Can we do anything 
else? 

By understanding these 
things we must know how much 
God needs us. No matter how in­
si.:nificant we may seem, no mat­
ter how unqualified we are, no 
matter whether we have much or 
little education or knowledge, 
whether we are smart or dull, God 
needs us. How much He needs us! 
He has bent down so low that His 
back must be stooped after 6,000 
years of bending low to pick us up, 
to find us and bring us home, carry­
ing us even on His back. If we 
knew how lonely He has been for 
us and for our lost brothers and 
sisters, then there would be noth­
ing we could not do, no matter how 
small or humble, for Him. 

Love is the key. We must 
allow God to turn the key and open 
the door to our hearts. We must 
then turn the key ourselves to un­
lock the bolted doors to others' 
lonely vacant lives. Today may you 
and I turn many keys and unlock 
many doors. God bless you all. 

Hong Kong's Materialism 
Oh, boy, how I envy those and grandfathers are receiving 

countries where the setting is still dreams and visions. 
rural and provincial, where sons Hong Kong is money, money, 
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have little education at all. The 
only way that they know to deal 
with children is with a stick. And 
this they do with shocking fre­
quency. Not an hour goes by that 
the air isn't filled with the sounds 
of rough corporal punishment. 
The teachers have never learned 
that precious virtue, patience, and 
the result is terrible. 

I can't tell you how terribly 
the children suffer. The teachers 
are sometimes ruthless without 
the least consideration for the 
children's humanity or their vul­
nerability. They suffer not only 
physically but under this great op­
pression they can hardly think for 
fear of making mistakes that might 
bring the stick down on them 
again. Many times I've raised my 
hand to give a child an affectionate 
pat and the child more often than 
not will flinch at the movement, a 
sad scar of their treatment. And of 
course all this is reflected in their 
relationship with other children. 
Hate is driven into them with a 
stick and this hate comes out in 
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their relationships with each other 
naturally. Many times I've wept 
for the sheer pain of their lives at 
school. No blood is ever spilled 
but many tears are every day. And 
yet these spontaneous, mischiev­
ous little sprites still come to 
school day after day. They don't 
seem to realize that this kind of 
treatment is so opposite their very 
natures. And yet it shows in their 
bewildered eyes and comes out in 
their angry helpless tears. 

I have understood without 
the slightest doubt the feeling that 
God has when He looks at earth. 
For Satan has beaten God's chil­
dren before His eyes when He was 
unable to do anything to help 
them. God has had to watch His 
children being oppressed physi­
cally and spiritually under Satan's 
ruthless reign. And like most of 
mankind these children just ac­
cept it, never having experienced 
gentleness with which to compare 
it w. 

Colombia: 
The emerald business is 

quite tricky. The big, dark, clear 
brilliant ones are rare, and mined 
only in Colombia, usually at Muzo 
!\lines. Often the big ones are 
sold several times before they 
leave Colombia, as the owners are 
killed. When you have a big one, 
you're watched all the time. One 
buyer was recently shot in broad 
daylight en route to the airport. 
The killer took the stone and dis­
appeared. 
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theology of Divine 
Principle is examined 
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religion at Ewha 
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In the golden age of Asia 
Korea was one of its lamp bearers, 
And that lamp is waiting 
To be lighted once again 
For the illumination in the East. 

- Rabindranath Tagore 
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