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Assistance 

(Continued from page 5} 

2. The role of U.S. involvement in Latin 
America in 

a . government and 
b. business 

3 . National government policies , ie ., 
nationalization 

4. Inter-American Environment Problems 
5 . The role of the American volunteer in 

Lat in America . 
The final report of the delegation was sent 

to many Congressmen and published in the 
C:ongressional Record . Among the o bser 
vatio ns applicable to the role o f U.S. yo uth in 
develo ping countries was the foll o wing: 

"Among community development wo rkers 
we encounte red a basic change in thinking : in 
the past, the promotor (the community 
qrganizer) was looked on as the agent o f social 
change; now there is a realization that the true 
agent of change in the campesino himself. Also 
there has been a move on the part of certain 
social action groups away from volunteers 
altogether . Accion. the well-respected group 
founded by Joseph Blatchford , now uses local 
professionals with only a few remaining excep 
tions . 

"When asked af>out the o pportunities for 
U.S. young people interested in voluntary ser
vice in Latin America most Latins responded 
negatively. Because of the questions of cultural 
imperialism, and lack of adequate skills and 
maturity which the Peace Corps experience has / 
raised, the principal opportunities described to 
us were in the area of technical skills or work 
camp programs. 

"Yet within the areas mentioned above-
that of technical skills and summer work
camps-- there are still some opportunities." 

This year the Council will be continuing its 
. work in South America by sending a 
delegation, similar in purpose to that sent to 
Asia, to Mexico and Colombia to explore 
possibilities of setting up an ongoing program . 
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The Freedom Leadership Foundation became a 
member of the United States Youth Council at its 
annual meeting on June 23. We are looking for
ward to participating in this pro-democratic and 
internationalist-minded group. To begin our 
association, we have devoted this issue of the 
Rising Tide to the Council, stressing its inter
national programs -- especially those proposed and 
discussed at the annual meeting. In this issue are 
overviews of projected international programs in 
Asia, Africa, South America, and Europe; sketches 
of the youth vote and cooperative projects of the 
Council, and descriptions submitted by member 
organizations of their philosophy and activities . 

. Why 
A National Youth 

Council? 
What is the basic premise of 

the United States Youth Coun
cil? There are, of course, a 
number of principles behind the 
formation of a national youth 
council. Basically, however, 
!here are two main reasons. 

First, it is important that 
there be a representative non
partisan body of national youth 
organizations with varying 
political and social concerns. 
The· opportunity for com
munication alone is very 
significant. Additionally, the 
general body can undertake 
projects not specifically in the 
framework of member 
organizations but of interest to 
all of them. A good example of 
this is the Council's voter 
education projects_., This is of 
concern to al I of our member 
organizations but -- aside from 
the Republican and Democrat 
youth organizations •• not 
likely to be carried out on an 
extensive scale by any one 
group. The Council as a whole, 
however, has made an im
portant contribution in this 
area. 

Another prime function of a 
national youth organization is 
to funnel representation of 

American youth into inter
national forums . To successfully 
fulfill this responsibility, the 
U.S. Youth Council has 
developed educational 
programs in international af
fairs issues. In the face of a 
rising attitude of isolationism, 
the Youth Council strives to 
keep the leaders of American 
young people aware of the im
portance of international ac
tivities. The Council believes 
that young people must be in
volved in the affairs of the 
world rather than being with
drawn from commitment and 
participation as can come about 
either through conservative 
complacency or pseudo-radical 
cynicism for the prospects for 
democratic change . 

David Dorn 

President , United States Youth 
Council 

David Dorn. a graduate of 
Drake University, is a former 
Peace Corps volunteer and has 
done graduate work in inter
national relations. He is in his 
third term as President of the 
Council . 

Member ·Organizations 
College Young Democr•tic Clubs of 1 

Americ• 
1625 Massachusell s Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 

College Republic•ns 
310 First Street, 5 E 
Washington, D C 20003 

Ene,aimpment for Citizenship 
2 West 64th Street 
New York, NY. 10023 

Freedom let1dership Foundition 
1365 Connecticut Ave , N W 
Washington, DC 20036 

lisle Fellowship 
511 Meadow Hall Drive 
Rockville, Md 20851 

NAACP Youth and College Division 
1790 Broadway 
New York, NY 10019 

ARROW, Inc.- N•tion•I American 
lndi•n Youth Committee 

1000 Connecticut Ave , NW 
Washington, D C 20036 

Nt1tion•I Clthofic Youth Org.1:nizt1tions 
Federt1tion 

1312 Massachuseus Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

N•tion•I Young Adult Council-YMCA 
291 Boradway 
New York, NY . 10007 

N•tion•I Student YWCA 
6CX) Lexingl o n Ave 

ew Yo rk , Y 10022 

N•tion•I Young Adult Council-YWCA 
6(X) Le,ongt on Ave. 
New York, NY 1002 2 

North Amerieia1n Jewish Youth Council 
515 Park Ave 
New Yo rk , Y 1002.2 

North Americ•n Student Co-oper•tive 
Org•niz•tion 

Room 2546 Student Acliv11ies Bldg 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 48104 

Oper•tion Crossro•ds Afric• 
150 F1flh Ave 

ew York , Y 10011 

World University Service 
20 West 40th Street 
New York, NY 10018 

Young Oemocri1tic Clubs of Americ• 
1625 Massachusells Ave , NW 
Washington, D C 

Young People's Socialist le•gue 
1182 Broadway 
New York, N.Y 10001 

Young Republicans 
310 Firs! Street, SE 
Washington, D C. 20003 

Youth For Feder•I Union 
1736 Columbia Road, NW 
Washington, D C 20009 

by Mary Eva Candon, USYC Administrative Assistant 

WASHINGTON , D.C. - A young black trade 
unionist from Nashville, Tennessee. spent hi s 
first morning in Dahomey discussing const ruc
tion problems with African construction 
wo rkers ; a young Costa Rican journalist , before 
participating in a USYC program , had travelled 
outside his home country only once before , to 
visit the Soviet Union; a young U.S. teacher 
trained a group of high school students to help 
close to 800 people a day register 10 vote in 
New York City last ~ummer; four young U.S. 
politicians travelled to Helsinki, Finland 10 par
ticipate in the European Youth Security Con
ference, attended also by representatives from 
Eastern and Western Europe, Canada, and the 
Soviet Union . 

Such varied activities are all part of 1he 
United States Youth Council's efforts to 
promote communications and co-operation 
among youth organizations in the U.S . and 
among national youth organizations of the 
world . 

USYC is a coalition of nineteen national, 
social, political, and religious youth 
organizations listed at the left of this article . 
Representatives from each member organization 
meet quarterly; USYC elects its board of direc
tors and administrative officers annually from 
its membership . USYC is pa~t of an inter 
national system of national youth councils , 
more than sixty of which include USYC are 
members of the World Assembly of Youth. 

Two hats 

Understanding of the Youth Council's func 
tions has often been confused by its dual role 
which has both national and international 
facets . Through a number o f separate but coor
dinated endeavors, the goal of the Council has 
always been to increase participa1ion of young 
people in democratic processes in the United 
States and abroad . 

USYC was founded in 1946 as the Youth 
Division of the National Social Welfare Assem 
bly. It became an independent corporation in 
the mid-I 960's funded by foundations, member 
o rganizations , and the Department of State. It 
has a twenty-five year history of involvement in 
human rights problems that includes sponsor
ship of biracial student and youth conferences 
in the South during the I 950 's and sponsorship 
of the Books for Equal Education program 
which supplied almost half a milli o n books to 
black college libraries during the I 960's. 

Since its inception , the Youth Council has 
been instrumental in bringing young leaders 
from other countries to the United States to ob
serve and participate in democratic institutio ns . 
In the late I 940's, it was a principal vehicle for 
introducing German youth leaders to demon 
cratic methods. Today it is helping young 
people in developing countries build their own 
representative institutions. 

National programs 

USYC is one of the few youth organizations 
with a steady record of involvement and 
achievement in the field of voter registration 
and education . The Council began this work ir. 
1967, motivating college students to volunteer 

in helping low -income and min o rity groups to 
register and vo te . This project has hccome a 
national program . "Youth Vote Project" , co n 
centrating on the recent ly enfranchised non 
student young . According to the Coun cil's 
organizing manual : " ... only if these (non
student) youlh arc involved in the electorate can 
a truly fair and representative vote occur ." This 
year USYC is registering the non-sludent and 
high school youth through a media-cducalio nal 
campaign and registration projects in o ver 
twenty states . 

USYC also has recently been involved in 1he 
youth cooperative movcmen1 and has sponsored 
the writing of a book on youth and student 
cooperatives . 

International programs 

Our international program is threefold : inter 
national exchanges, participation in inter 
national development, and seminar and con
ference series. 

Traditionally, the internalional exchange 
programs have involved exchanges of youth 
delegations for general cullural issues . Con 
clusions and recommendations of participants 
are disseminated through seminars with USYC 
member organ izal ions , through pub I ica1 io ns , 

- and in meetings with po licy makers . Fo r exam
ple, before the U.S. delegation which visited 
Venezuela, Costa Rica , and Chile examined 
U.S. foreign policy in Latin America, they 
discussed this issue with members of Congress, 
the State Departmenl , and private business 
groups . Their observations were repo rted to 
these groups upon their return , and were 
published in the Congressional Reco rd . 

The program for the coming year includes ex
changes with Southeast Asia , Africa . Wcsl e rn 
Europe and the Nordic countries . 

The Council participates in development 
programs through the Wor ld Assembly o f 
Youth , USYC has engaged in fund raising to 
assist in grass rools development projects, uc h 
as school construction , sanitary water syste ms, 
and medical assistance programs in the "25 
Villages Program " in Ghana and the " JOO 
Village Development Scheme" in Ind onesia . 

Currently USYC is promoting the const ruc
tion of a Leadership Training Center in West 
Africa to train West African youths in technical 
and administrative skills . A symposium o n 
" Popular Participatio n in Human Reso urce 
Programs" and labor internships were begun in 
Dahomey in June , July , and August 1972. Ten 
U.S. participants joined twenty young African 
leaders fro m approximately ten countries for 
the symposium , the results of which have direc
ted USYC planning o f the African program 
toward greater technical assistance . 

In this Issue: 

The United St,1tes Youth Council 

lnternation,11 Progr,1ms -·············4,5,6 
N,1tional Progr,1ms •....................... 7 

Member Org,1nintions -···············2,3 

Cover - "Americ,1n Youth looks .it the 
World," by Ale,cius Burgess 
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''One Hopeful Bright Spot'' 
With over 50 percent of the young citizens of the Unifed States under the 

age of 25 it seems obvious that more youth should play an increasing role in 
deiermining the future course of our country and ultimately history itself. 
Those often ignored - seen but not heard - bundles o f energy have un 
leashed a power that has literally swept the whrld over the past decade . 
However , those energies - because of misguidance , Marxist influence or 
whatever - often tend to produce at times mo re of negative than a positive 
result . 

Certainly not all of the results have been bad; many good changes ha ve 
occurred. Nevertheless , in the wake of the civil rights activism o f the early 
sixties and the mass demonstrations which followed, young people have no t 
"arrived" at wherever they thought they were going . American youth are in a 
quandry - not really knowing where to go next. Such a situation could 
prnve to be dangerous . The need for a positive , moral direction centered 
around a practical , yet idealistic approach to solving man's problem s is 
badly needed as a guiding force to help direct the youth of today and 
especially those to come . Unless young people unite with such a direction , 
their idealism will hecomc increasingly exploited by the permeation of Marx
ist ideology . 

One hopeful bright spot in the midst of so much disunity and apathy is the 
existence of the United States Youth Council (USYC), of which the Freedom 
Leadership Foundation has just recently become an active member . 
Although made of groups with varying views, the members of U.S. Youth 
Council arc all committed to basic democratic principles. 

The US Y C has come to play an espeicially significant role as the repre 
scntat ivc of American youth abroad . The Council has participated in many 

USYC International Affairs Commission Meeting - June, 1973 

international youth conferences, educational exchange programs with for
eign students, and joint projects to assist certain underdeveloped countries. 
FLF has been actively conducting similar programs which thus made it only 
natural that we become involved with the USYC. 

FLF joined the USYC to help provide a positive impetus to o ther yo ung 
Americ~ns through its own alternative, the Unification Id eology, and to par
ticipate in the represent ation of American youth to o ur peers in foreign 
countries. Young people have especially made an incredib_le impact in the 
field international affairs . The world is going through rapid changes and 
youth everywhere are making their mark . No longer can political leaders act 
without having their actions scrutinizingly judged by yo ung people . Even 
more significant is the fact that the very decisions made by world leaders a r e 
often influenced by the c hanging attitudes, beliefs and values ex pressed by 
young people . Sometimes their influence is good and sometimes it is bad . 
Nevertheless, they have become a force to contend with and is an important 
variable in the reshaping of our world . 

How the world will be changed will greatly depend on what direction 
young people decide to take . The y can become entrapped by the revol ution
ary fervor of Marxist rhetoric o r led to create a unified moral society cen
tered upon higher spiritual ideals . Whatever course American youth take 
will undoubtedly influence ot her young people on an international sca le as 
they have so often in the past. Particularly at a time when "detente " is 
causing everyone to relax their ideol og ical defenses is it possible for young 
people to become more easily seduced by Communist overt ures . Therefore it 
is absolutely necessary that the issues in the ideological struggle be clarified 
and a positive alternative to Communism presented so as to avoid the un for
tunate consequences of Marxist radicalism experienced in recent years . With 
the proper inspiration and directio n the USYC could exert a pos itive in 
fluence on the outcome of this ideological struggle . FLF. o f course, by par 
ticipating in the USYC hopes to help accomplish that same goal. The most 
important thing is that American youth become aware of the great oppor
tunity open to them to help guide America in fulfilling a mission of great 
service and devotion in the struggle for greater freed om and justice in 
today 's constantly changing world . 

Especially in the face of a growing disregard for human rights in Com
munist nations, it is an opportunity we can't afford to pass up. yet an even 
greater tragedy for mankind if we did . 

by 
Neil Salonen 

President, 

Freedom 

Leadership 

Foundation 

Member 

Organizations 

of the 

United States 

Youth Council 
Encampment for 

Citizenship 

WHAT IS THE ENCAMPMENT 
FOR CITIZENSHIP, INC? 

Twenty-seven years ago a group of 
New York City members of the Ethical 
Culture M ovement organized a summer 
training program to enable young 
people to learn abo ut participat o ry 
democracy in the post World War II 
era . Today that summer program has 
evolved into a nationwide high schoo l 
age citizenship education program 
sponsored by the American Ethical 
Union . Over 4,500 young people from 
all 50 states and a number of foreign 
countries have participated in the sum
mer program . The policy of the agency 
is under the guidance of a Board of 
Direct ors that represents the political ,· 
economic and ethnic diversity of 
society in the United States. It is non
sectarian and non-partisan and empha
sizes the importance of learning by see
ing, doing and discussing . 

PURPOSE 

To provide an o pportunity for 
people of high schoo I age to experience 
bringing about social change and func
tioning as informed citizens . The best 
way to d o this is through a program of 
serious involvement - people learn by 
doing. 

PROGRAM: 

The goals of the program are: 
•To increase the participants' con 

sciousness of their relationship with 

others. 
•To further their understanding o f 

social, political and economic issues, 
and their ability to analyze these issues . 

•To develop the practical o rganiza 
tion skills needed in political , com
munity and service work. 

The way the participants and staff 
reach these goals are: 

•By organizing their own govern
ment in the Encampment. 

'By doing volunteer work in local 
community agencies . 

'By taking part in workshops that 
deal with social issues . Workshop 
guests will include professionals in the 
particular interests of the workshops . 

'By going on field trips to agencies 
and institutions that are working with 
the issues o.f concern to the Encamp
ment . 

'By joint planning of their social and 
sports activities . 

(We regrel that information from 1he following organizations d,d not amve before the 
publ1cat1on deadline AACP Youth and College 01v1s1on, ARROW, . at,onal 
Catholic Yourh Organizations Federation, National Young Adult Council of the 
YMCA , Nalional S1uden1 YWCA. Na11onal Young Adull Council of 1he YWCA, Norlh 
American S1uden1 Co·operat1ve Organ1za11on, North American )ew,sh Youth Council 
and World Un1vers11y Service) 



- The Lisle Fel_lowship 

Every Lisle program is a living ex
perience. The international composi
tion of each group means the sharing 
of intercultural ideas and different 
I ifestyles. In the rel at ivel y smal I 
groups of 12 to 20, individuals find a 
freedom for expression and in
dependence, and decisions formed or 
made by the group grow into an ex
perience of group consciousness . On 
smaller teams, field trips are made to 
the areas in and around the living 
center to observe and work with the 
variety of social , political and eco
nomic problems. Throughout the six 
weeks, there is the balance between 
recreation and free time and group 
discussions, lectures and evaluations. 
Each group lives together coop
eratively in a home center, sharing re-

sponsibility and at the same time en
joying internatio nal meals, hikes and 
cookouts, imaginative in1ercul1ural 
evenings and closer caring perso nal 
relationships with those of varied 
national , racial and religious back 
grounds . This summer there will be 
Lisle projects in the Philippines, 
Canada, Scandinavia, Spain , India, 
and Colombia . 

• 

Operation Crossroads Africa 
Operation Crossroads Africa is a 

non-profit, non-governmental o rgan 
ization which has sent over 3,000 
participants to 33 African countries 
since 1958. Crossroads is based on 
the conviction that communication 
between persons of different national
ities, races, religions and cultures is 
both necessary and desirable. 

Our aims are: providing an o ppo r 
tunity for North Americans and Afri
cans to develop mutual understanding 
and respect through living and work
ing together ; making a tangible con
tribution to Africa's needs ; and pro
viding the vital educational experi
ence of exposure to another culture. 

The basic device for attaining o ur 
objectives is the student workcamp, 
where the shared experience of work
ing and living together leads to mean
ingful communication. 

Crossroaders spend six to seven 
weeks constructing a needed com
munity facility such as a school, youth 
center, road or medical dispensary . 
This means hard physical labor; haul
ing sand and water, splitting rocks, 
digging foundations, mixing cement 
for six o r seven hours a day , five days 
a week. 

Almost 4,000 North Americans 
have gone to Africa and the West In
dies through Crossroads, and about 
the same number of Africans have 

shared two months with their North 
American counterparts in Africa . 434 
Africans have participated in our ex
change programs in the U.S. The ex
perience has changed many attitudes 
and many lives, as well as leaving 
tangible contributions in the form of 
schools, clinics, hospita ls, and roads. 
I was ab le to visit five former Cross
roads projects in Togo this past 
August. It was encouraging to see the 
buildings cared for and in use , but 
what seemed most significant to me 
was talking to people in the communi
ties who had known the groups and 
feeling the warmth of that shared ex
perience still very much alive . 

Jerome Vogel 

Youth for Fe-deral Union 
YOUTH FOR FEDERAL UNION 

is devoted to creating an appreciation 
for, and understanding· of, the federal 
union concept and its potential on an 
international level. 1-n particular , we 
believe in the necessity for building 
intelligent support among young 
Americans for the concept of an in 
ternational federal union of mature 
democracies. Initial members might 
include the United States, ,Canada, 
Britain , France , Italy, and the 
Benelux countries. Capable of ex
panding its membership, this union 
could provide the first realistic step 
toward the eventual achievement of a 
just world order based on the rule of 
law and free choice. 

Youth for Federal Union believes: 

•Jn Advancing individual freedom by 
uniting the people of the experienced 
democracies in those areas which can 
best serve their freedom--common 
citizenship, common currency, com
mon defense and foreign policy and 
the removal of trade restrictions. At 
the same time this federation would 
guarantee member nations their 
present independence in all other 
fields . 
•Jn securing higher living standards 
FOR ourselves and the world by har
nessing . the power of freedom--not 
just civi I liberty, but the free 
movement of men, goods and money. 
·•Jn promoting peace by uniting· 
through a federal union those peoples 

whose philoso phy most respects each 
individual 's life and wh ose in 
stitutions provide the best guarantees 
for establishing a just world order-
expanding this union as rapidly as 

,education and experience allow. 

YFU programs include: 

I. publication of TOGETHER, a 
national newsletter designed to 
provide substantive as well as 
organizatio nal information on federal 
union . 
2. a national speakers' bureau com
posed of distinguished American 
leaders in various walks of life . 
3. assistance in organizing local and 
regional programs by providing sub
stantive materials , bibliographies, and 
background information on the con
cept of an international federal 
union . 
4 . a seminar program based in 
Washington, D .C. --utilizing leading 
congressional and diplomatic per
sonnel. 
5. substantive conferences and 
workshops on international federal 
union . 
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Young Republicans 

College Republicans 
Don Sundquist , Chairman 

Our Party believes in the Constitu -
tio n: a government built on the prin 
ciples of individual freedom : limited 
government and the rule of law . We 
are dedicated to individualism 
pat riot ism. 

We have facing us today the chal 
lenge 10 find. or to be the catalyst 
able 10 articulate and demonstrate . 
the "reasons , rewards, concerns. chal 
lenges, and strengths of a value system 
which both cherishes and recognizes 
human achievement. the quality of life 
and the wholesomeness of living ." 

From the combined efforts of both 
o ld and young we can lead together in 
a way that blends past and present , 
old and new . We can and will con-
tinue what has been cherished and 
dreamed of for almost 200 years . 

Young Democrats 

College Democrats 
The Young Democratic C lubs of 

America is a nationwide network of 
county, city, college, and high school 
clubs centered around stat e st ruc
tures . Young Democrats maintain 
organizations in al l 50 states. and 
have officially chartered 46 states and 
the Virgin Islands . These states have 
members ranging from a few hundred 
college and high school students in 
some states to more than I 0,000 
members in o ther states. In 1973 , the 
total Young Democratic membership 
exceeds I 00,000 dues paying mem 
bers . 

The major purposes and fun ctions 
of the Young Democrats are: I) to re 
cruit , train, and develop potential 
party leadership, and candid ates, to 
provide a for um for continuing politi 
cal participation by youth. and to 
educate young people in political in 
volvement and campaign techniques. 
The Young Democratic Clubs seeks 
to provide young people with a means 
of expression in-between campaign 
years, and to give those yo ung peo ple 
not e lected to po litical office an o p
portunity for po litical involvement. 
The Yo ung Democratic Cl ubs of 
America have been recognized as the 
official youth o rganization of the 
Democratic Party since 1932 . 

According lo President Robert Al
len, a Phoenix , Arizona , attorney: 

During the past two years, ii has 
been my goal . and the goal of the 
Young Democrats , 10 provide 
Young Democratic organizations 
and caucuses with a national o r 
ganizational structure. It is o ur 
continuing aim to assure participa 
tion in Democratic Party processes 
by the thousands of young people 
who have recently been initiated 
into the workings of the political 
process . It is my hope that the 
future will bring the con tinued sup 
port of Democratic cand id ates a nd 
their staffs in this effort , and that 
the Yo ung Democrat ic Clubs of 
America will continue to prov id e a 
~raining grounds fo r politica l 
leadership and ever -increasing in 
volvement by youth in the Demo
cratic Party . 

Young People's 

Socialist League 
The YPSL wo rks to build a major

ity movement of the democratic left in 
which young people join with trade 
unio nists , min o rity group members , 
and liberals in building a new 
America . In chapters throughout the 
country, YPSLs are working to build 
that mo vement. 

YPSL is active: 
•in the Youth Committee for Peace 

and Democracy in the Middle East, 
an organization that is mobilizing stu
dent support for a Mideast peace set
tlement that will preserve Israel's 
sovereignty and provide a foundation 
for the social and economic transfor
mation of the entire region. 

•Jn demonstrations against the 
Soviet Union's invasion of Czechoslo 
vakia and the brutal oppression of 
Soviet Jewry . At a time when many 
people on the Left assume that Com
munist totalitarian regimes are under
going a process of liberalization . 
YPSLs are active in protesting the 
persisting Communist denial of basic 
human rights. 

•on college campuses where YPSLs 
· counterpose their conception of a 

democratic mass movement for social 
change to the anti-democratic phil
osophy of both the New Left and the 
New Conservatism; and challenge the 

anti-working c lass prejudices of many 
I iberal students . 

Principles of the YPSL : 
I) Working people organized in 

their o wn interests in the labo r move
ment constitute an enormous fo rce 
for progress without which meaning
ful social change cannot be achieved . 

2) That integratio n and no n -vio
lence are principles fundamental to 
the fight for equality . 

3) That totalitarian ism - whether 
in its Communist o r Facist variety -
poses the greatest threat to struggles 
for social justice and therefore that 
cooperation with totalitarian groups 
is inimical to socialist principles. 

4) That the right to free expression 
of any point of view, no matter how 
repugnent , is inviolable and must be 
defended against threats from gover
nment institutions as well as private 
groups . 
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Europe 

Focus on 
"The opening address of the European Youth 

Security Conference held this past August in 
Helsinki , Finland , was presented by Kalevi 
Sorsa, Finnish Minister of Foreign Affairs. He 
declared in his address to the young 500 
political leaders from Eruope and the Soviet 
Union that, after a quarter of a century, Europe 
now has the possibility of creating a new peace 
system which would replace the Cold War . He 
continued to describe what would seem to be a 
sweeping change in the basic relationships bet
ween the n·ations of the Atlantic community and 
the Warsaw Pact. While the predictions of Mr . 
Sorsa may be debated, there is convincing 
evidence that Europe , the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union are going through a period of major 
reassessent of their relationships to _.each other. 
The results could produce a new political map 
of Europe or simply reaffirm existing relatio ns 
with the establishment of new international 
ground rules . The SALT talks, the European 
Security Conference, the wheat sales to the 
Soviet Union, and the expansion of the 
Europe an Common Market all are symptomatic 
of the change which is affecting all facets of 
relationships in the economic, military and 
government sectors of the nations involved." 

David Do rn , President . VSYC 

USYC President David Dorn (far right) and Vice 
President Joseph Farmer (far left) with officers 
of the Finnish National Youth Movement at 
European Youth Security Conference, Helsinki , 
1972. 

Such a situation has stimulated the United 
States Youth Council to propose a series of 
sem inar programs on international affairs 
specializing in European -U.S. relations . Accor
ding to the U.S. Youth Council : 

The lack of young U.S. leaders who can 
represent the U.S. in international activities is 
especially obvious to the U.S. Youth Council. 
USYC is one of the major U.S . o rganizations 
responsible for developing contacts between 
young political leaders here with their counter
parts in the rest of the wo rld . It carries o ut a 
program of internal inn al exchanges and recruits 
invididuals to represent the U.S. in such inter
national conferences as the European Yo uth 
Security Conference . But the value o f such in
ternational programs drops significantly when 
its pa rticipants are unprepared and naive in 
regard to major foreign affai rs issues . Such 
programs may even be counter-productive when 
they involve nations which use yo uth programs 
as another arena for their propaganda efforts. 
Therefore. the Yo uth Council has proposed the 
following program: 

The purpose of the proposed program is 10 
provide the program's participants. the leader
ship of the student and non-student youth com
munity , with the framework for an objective un
derstanding o f U.S. world interests as they relate 
to the developed and less developed wo rld . 
rather than allowing such education to be left 
solely to special interest groups. It is a lso the 
purpose of the program to stimul ate USYC 
member o rganizatio ns and other natio nal youth 
groups to promote such educat ional programs 
among their respective co nstituen cies . 

The program would be entitled. "Toward an 
Understanding o f U.S. Wo rld Interests." It will 
consist of a series of six seminars on major 
issues of U.S. foreign affairs. The seminars will 
be o rganized for young leaders from the mem 
ber o rganizatio ns . They will be o rganized on a 
regional basis, one in the midwest. far east. 
south east, etc., to achieve maximum 
geographical participation. Each seminar will 
include: 

I) A brief background of the geographical 
region of discussion including a general histo ry 
and a history of U.S. foreign policy toward that 
region . 

2) A review of majo r issues and regional con
cerns to include : a. National strategy; b . 

Education 
Economic and business interests ; c . Labor in
terest, . 

3) American o pti o ns toward the region o r 
issue area of discussio n . During the projec t 's 
initial year, the seminars will be o rganized o n 
two general topic areas : 

I ) "U .S.--Euro pean Relati o ns in the Seven 
ties" (To inc lud ed U.S.--Soviet Relati o ns), 

2. "The United States, Devel o pment , and the 
Third Wor ld ." 

The program fits in very well with the Yo uth 
Coun cil's international exchange pr ograms ; the 
effectiveness o f international programs is 
greatly diminished when the participants are 
generally unfamiliar with the majo r issues and 
U.S. interests of the regio n they visit. This 
project will help identify and prepare potential 
delegates as effective participants for USYC and 
other international exchange activity . USYC 
also will remain in contact with the conference 
participants, forwarding follow-up informatio n 
and additional literature on foreign affairs 
issues. 

In February 1973 , the Yo uth Council spon
sored the seminar " Major Issues of European-
U.S. Relatio ns in the Seventies" in Washingt o n , 
D .C. Participating were 45 representatives from 
18 o rganizati ons. On the program was : 
"European Security," Dr . Wynfred Josh ua, 
Assistant Direct o r , Standord Research In stitute ; 
"The SALT Talks and European Security ," 
Richard Perle , Professional Staff Member, 
Senate Subcommitt ee o n ational Security; 
"American Labo r 's Interest in the Atlantic 
Community," Irving Brown , Past European 
Representative, for the AFL-CIO and Current 
Direct o r o f the African-American Labor Cen
ter ; "U.S. Business ' Interests in the Atlantic 
Community," Gene E. Bradley , President , Inter
national Management Develo pment Institute ; 
"The U.S. and the Expanded Common Market ," 
William L . Button, Office o f European Affairs , 
Department of State; " Ideological Trends in 
Europe," Dr . Karl Cerny , Department of 
Government , Geo rgetown University; " Yo uth 
Organizations in Europe and the Soviet Union," 
Jerry Inman, Youth Affairs Adviso r , Depart 
ment of State ; 'The Ro le o f Educational and 
Cultural Exchange in Internatio nal Affairs ," 
Dr . Richard T . Arndt , Directo r , Office o f 
Yo uth , Student & Special Programs, Bureau o f 
Educati o nal and C ultural Affairs, State Depart 
ment. (See The Rising Tide . Vol. lit . No . 4). 

"Direct involvement in Vietnam is 
seemingly over.but the years in which the 
population agonized between positions 
on the war. from "Bomb the Dikes" to 
"Ho . Ho . H o Chi Minh.1". have left a 
legacy of confusion, doubts . half-truths 
and untruths about the nature and future 
of U.S. world interest and foreign policy. 
l sola1io11ism. ignorance and mistrust 
toward U.S. ln1ernatio11al ac1ivi1y are at
titudes currently prominent amon g much 
of the U.S. population . 

Such trends have had a serious impact 
011 the youth community in the U.S. 
While two recent national surveys. one 
conducted for rhe Time-Life Corpo
ration , the other commissioned by the 
Overseas Development Council. show 
that the majority of American youth , 
especially non-students. have not 
become entirely cynical of U.S. foreign 
policy. the surveys do reveal a need for 
education in the area of international af
fairs ." 

- .,/ 
Gene Bradley addressing pilot International 
Affairs seminar. 

Asia and S0 1 

Exploring Possibili1 
"The Council feels that young people must become involved in ac1ion pre 

educational to the participant than direc t assistance to developing nations a, 
education can contribute to our coumry 's approach to the problems of internati< 

Asia 
Three of the four USYC dele

gates to Asia in April , 197 3, repot
ted to the Internatio nal Affairs 
Commission of the Youth Council 
o n June 12 . Nancy Adams, recent 
graduate o f American University ; 
Jim Ellenberger, intern at the AFL
CIO, and Lacy Presnell, assistant to 
Senat o r Ervin , presented the 
following in a preliminary repo rt 
about their visit to Ind o nesia , So uth 
Vietnam , Bangladesh , and India . 

INDONESIA 

In Ind onesia , the delegation was 
unable to arrange visits to project 
sites o utside o f Java due tu the fact 
that the President of the Indo nesian 
Yo uth Committee fo r International 
Cooperation was in Brussels atten
ding WAY meetings. As a result. 
news of o ur arrival reached those 
representatives remaining in In 
do nesia at 100 late a date 10 arrange 
internal travel. Despite this fact , the 
Ind o nesia program was very well 
planned and the schedule full. 
Meetings were arranged with the 
Minister o f Education and Culture. 
the Directo r o f the Ind o nesian Sco ut 
Movement (Pramuka), Govern or of 
Djakarta , Directo r General of Spo rt 
and Yo uth Affairs and his staff and 
the Fo reign Minister . In addition to 
the formal meetings listed above. in
formal discussio ns were held with 
Indonesian you th leaders , and visits 
were made to Yo uth Centers and a 
training center for deprived 
children. 

In all discussio ns with students 
and leaders it was obvio us that the 
Ind o nesian peo ple as a whole are 
committing themselves to their 
natio nal devel o pment and to the 
fact that they as a people must work 
hard and sacrifice for that devel o p
ment. Youth groups have ai med 
their programs at raising public con
sciousness about what must be done 
to develop and have actively partici 
pated in individual community 
develo pment projects approved by 
government development boa rds . 
University students are soon to be 
required to devo te their kn o wledge 
to some aspect of the natio nal 
development scheme--either in plan -

ning o r in implementation --for at 
least one summer o f thei r unive rsity 
study as a pre -requ isite to 'i 

graduation , Similar incen tives 10 
encourage the educated a nd 
uneducated po pulace to work for 
natio nal devel o pment goals can be 
seen thr o ughout In donesian 
programs. 

VIETNAM 

The Vietnamese segment of the 
trip va ried in that no Wo rld Assem 
bly of Yo uth affiliate group actuall y 
exists in South Vietnam (t ho ugh 
No rth Vietnamese youth are ac11ve 
members of the Wo rld Federatio n o f 
Democratic Yo uth) . The program 
was arranged by USIS Yo ut h Of
ficers and was well-planned , yet 
flexible eno ugh to allow for interio r 
travel. A side trip to DaNan g and 
Hue , wher e e ntertainment was 
pr ovided by st ud en ts fr om the 
University of Hue , served as an ex
cellent o pport un 1ty to dis c uss 
mutual problems , youth activities , 
the war and American involvement. 
Upon return to Saigon. the program 
included meeting with the General 
Council o f Vietnamese Labor Yo uth 
and visits to the Vietnamese Labor 
Union's (CVT) com munity health 
and education center. 

Great potential exists among Viet
namese youth and their abi lit y to aid 
in nationa l devel o pment and recon
struction when and if fight ing ceases 
in So uth Vietn am . The problem 
exists that youth are greatly feared 
by the Thieu regime and there a re 
virtually no nati o nal yo uth 
o rganizatio ns permitted 10 exist at 
present. A possibility exi I that in
ternational co nn ections may lend 
some prestige and nati o nal 
credibility to some small yo uth 
groups which are not national in 

• character at this time . 

BANGLADES H 

Despite the aid that has poured 
int o Bangladesh , little appe ars to 
have been achieved short of tem 
porarily staving off massive star
vation . Much mention was made o f 
the fact that it is the moral obli -



~th America 
·ies for Assistance 
r-ams f or development. We realize that oftentimes participation may be more 
'd that we should not overestimate the potential for immediate results. Such 

development." 

gation of the world (especially the 
. "haves" in the -United States,; to sup
port and continue massive aid to 
Bangladesh and the Bengali people. 
Though it is quite obvious that 
Bangladesh will not and cannot sur
vive without world-wide aid being 
effectively employed within the 
country, there remains some doubt 
as to whether effective employment 
of aid funds can and will be 

·achieved under the present govern
ment and with present intelligensia 
attitudes. These attitudes support 
Bangladesh sovereignty while they 
encourage dependency on aid , 
rather than on constructive indi
vidual self-help programs with 
foreign aid funds. 

INDIA 

The delegation 's visit to the In
dian Assembly of Youth was 
inhibited by the fact that at the time 
of the visit, the IA Y had split into 
two factions , each factic n was sueihg 
the other and all programs and 
funds had been frozen by the court. 
Nevertheless, the visit was not a total 
loss. Meetings were arranged with 
representatives of most of the mem
ber organizations, and with univer
sity students and professors and IA Y 
family planning education and com
munity development plans were 
discussed in light of past and 
probable future activities. In ad
dition a meeting was held with y5J ulh 
leaders and students working on the 
Youth Against Famine Campaign, a 
program being sponsored by the 
Ghandi Peace Foundation to en
courage university and non
educated youth to work together on 
national development projects 
during the summer . 

The delegation made the 
following recommendations for 
Youth Council involvement in Asia: 

For INDONESIA, BANGLA
DESH AND INDIA: 

I) To attempt to establish ~ontact 
between USYC and the various 
Asian Youth Councils visited , 
initiate active communications bet
ween U~YC and the A YC's and to 

set up a network of co ntacts with 
which mutual problems can be dis
cussed and ideas exchanged without 
always goi ng through WAY in 
Brussels ; 

2) To observe youth activities and 
youth involvement in develo pment 
projects and the natio nal develop
ment scheme, to ho ld discussions 
with young people and students 
about youth organizations and ho w 
they can aid in national develo p
ment , to discuss , observe a nd 
evaluate the various A YC's plans 
and existing programs; 

3) T o receive ideas and proposa ls 
fro m each Yo uth Council staff as to 
how USYC could interact with them 
and aid in their activities and 
programs and how interaction could 
be maintained . 

Fo r SOUTH VIETNAM 

I) Specifically , the trip to So uth 
Vietnam did no t have a defined pur
pose beyond trying to see if any 
youth groups have the potential to 
achieve natio nal status with the view 
of possible affiliation with WAY at 
some point in the future . The dele
gation members naturally attempted 
to view the effects of war and 
American involvement in Vietnam. 

At the suggestion o f the Com
mission the delegation was formed 
into a committee to further explore 
future programs. 

South America 

Emphasis on technical assistance 
grew in part from the USYC experi
ence in South America . After having 
sponsored a conference in Bogo ta in 
1970, the Youth Council sent an ex
ploratory delegation to Chile, Peru, 
Venezuela, and Costa Rica in 1971 . 
The goals of the 4-member team 
were to study: 

I . Youth movements, their con
cerns and expressions. 

(Coninued on page 8) 
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Africa 
Action for Development 

The African program o f the United States 
Youth Coun ci l has been developed over a 
period of five years in close cooperation with 
the African American Labor Center in West 
Africa . In 1969 and 1971 the Youth Council 
sponsored seminars in Upper Volta and Togo; 
in 1972 the Youth Council sponsored , with the 
Pan African Cooperative Center in Dahomey, a 
symposium on " Popular Participation in the 
Develo pment Process." After the symposi um. 
seven American interns. sponsored by the 
USYC. remained in Africa for two months to 
work with the Pan African Cooperative Center, 
Wo rk camps of G hana, YWCA. and African 
Youth Counci ls. 

PHILOSOPHY OF AFRICAN PROGRAM 

Freedom and self-determ ination have been 
the und erlying issues of the major African 
events of the past decade--t he civil wars , the 
vario us African liberation movements, and the 
apa rthe id practices in So uth Africa . But the 
achievement of major steps toward political in
dependence is not an insurance of freedom an d 

-self-det ermination for the African popul atio n . 
The growth of social , econom ic and po litical 
o rganizatio ns , and an educated leadership , is 
necessary fo r full representatio n in these 
developing nations . The equal avai labilit y o f 
ed ucatio n and exposure to basic o rgani zatio nal 
and democratic concepts is essen ti a l if a nation 
is to achieve a socie ty which does no t suffer an 
imbalanced degree <)f elite influence. 

Community development has to take an ac ti ve 
role in the training and utili zation o f human 
resources for economic development. 

Trained Workers 

As rural soc ieties in deve lo ping nations un 
dergo cha nge, new and mo re co mpl ex oc
cupational ro les e merge in respo nse to the 
mo derni za ti on process . By mo unting 
educational and vocational programs, com
munity develo pment can facilitate economic 
develo pment by assuming a continued fl ow o f 
trained wo rkers for new industries; it can fur 
ther contribute to ecnonomic growth by training 
leaders who can help the community adapt to 
the changing requirements of development. 

Develo pment programming must focus o n the 
education o f the young po rtio n of a natio n , 
since youth is a vital component o f a com
munity . 

Attempts to induce social change are likely to 
yield mo re effective and lasting results by in
volving yo uth who are receptive to inn o vation . 
As a group, young peo ple have special needs 
and prob lems, and are most yulnerable to the 
effects of modernizatio n. The problem of fin 
ding an appropriate occupatio n o r professio nal 
ro le in changing society weighs especially 
heavily on yo ung peo ple approaching the 
responsibilities o f adulthood . 

Shortage 

There is a widespread shortage o f educatio nal 
and trai ning schoo ls ; students continue to dro p 
out o f school in substantial numbers , largely 
because of eco no mic pressure in the ho me, 
inadequate educatio nal curric,ula and lack o f 
teachers and school facilities ; the rat e o f unem 
pl oyment amo ng youth tends to run high no t 
on ly among the school age yo uth but also 
among those who have completed their 
vocational o r profess io nal training. 

In many countries there is a rising incidence 
of deliquent and anti-social behavior among 
youth . Social disintegratio n is a result of the 

David Dom explaining proposals for USYC 
African program. 

weakening of trad itiona l family and gro up ties, 
with the contin uin g rise in migration to the 
cities. Yo uth are pa rti c ul a rl y vuln e rable to 
many of the soc ial co nsequ ences of ur banization 
including un em pl oy ment, ma lnutr ition and 
deliquency. Until recent ly there have been very 
few instances of a national c_omm un ity develop
ment effort directed_ specifica ll y toward youth -
o r of a request for international assistance for 
this purpose. 

PROGRAM PROPOSALS 

One Yo ut h Co un cil proposal is for an 
educ at ion program in technical subjects to be 
administered ulti mately by Africans: 

A recent USYC study st ressed the need for I) 
greater effor ts in the rural sector in o rd er to 
stimulate ba lanced growth by providing oppor
tunities for those yo uths who will form the core 
of a new generation of rural inn ovators and 
community leaders , and 2) emphasized the need 
for an appropriate response to the rapid ur 
banization which has occurred and is co n -
tinuing at an unprecendentcd pace. Correspon 
dingly , it was felt to be highly desirable that 
programs be estab li shed o r expanded to train 
bo th rural youth and urban yo uth leaders and to 
reinforce the administrative and o rganizational 
skills of the presen t youth lead e.rship . 

Fundamental to the establishment of the pil ot 
training project , a youth training center , and the 
specific courses suggested herein, is a clear un
derstanding of the reasons fo r its creati on. 
Training is provid ed to expand the variety , 
quantity and quality of the skill s available to aid 
in the gen era l deve lopment process and it is 
designed to assist the individ ual trainee to 
secu r"! a useful and renunierative occupati on o r 
to enhance his effective ness in hi s current 
posi t io n. 

These two courses will be co nducted at the 
African -American Labo r Center 's Pan African 
Co-op Center (AALC) in Cotono u, Dahomey 
under the supervision of a USYC project direc
to r. 

SAMPLE COURSE: 
Title : Rural Leadership Training fo r Village 

Health Schemes. 
Suggested Course Content : 

I ) Community devel o pment - the ro le of 
village inn o vato rs as catalysts for co llect ive ac
tion . 

2) Discussio ns o f various approaches to 
change in rural areas--how to maximize effec
tiveness . 

3) How to use local expertise as a foundation 
upon which to develo p a program and o btain 
local participatio n and cooperation . 

4) Basic co ncepts of public health ; the impor
tance of latrines and ho w and where to co n 
struct them , the basic impo rtan ce of pure water 
and ho w to obtain it ; soap , germs and people. 

5) Matern al care and child delive ry -
cleanliness; safe and hygeni c umbilical 
separation, nursing , how to co nduct child care 
demo nstratio n programs, etc. 

6) Disease preventio n-- how vaccinations 
wo rk , how to reduce the mosquito populatio n 
and the link between this , and malaria , yellow 
fever , etc ; remova l of garbage and trash , preven
tio n o f food spoilage and co ntamin ation, etc. 

7) Basic principles of health sciences. 
The Yo uth Council is also loo king into the 

possibi I ity o f prov iding technical assistance 
through sending American docto rs , nurses , 
journalists, etc. to West Africa . Bot h kinds of 
programs were brought up at recent Council 
meetings. 



Page 6 - THE RISING TIDE - July 16, 1973 

USYC Members Describe European and Asian Proiects 
"There is a . great need for 

organizations to try to provide a 
framework for educating young 
people on the importance of inter

-national issues," commented Richard 
Clark in explaining Youth for Federal 
Union's interest in the international 
programs of the United States Youth 
Council. "We must represent a 
responsible picture of what can be 
done . Concern for international 
events is not 'in .' Compared to the 
early '60's, the field of international 
relations has low priority, judging 
from the declining number of majors 
in this field . But we arc more depen 
dent on others than ever before. More 
and more young people are saying: 
'Let someone else worry about the 
world. But what kind of vacuum 
would be created if the United States 
does this? China and Russia certainly 
won't stand idly by . The days of For
tress Arrerica is long gone! .... " 

Youth for Federal Union has 
proposed an exchange program to be 
sponsored jointly with the United 
States Youth Council; the program 
will take fifteen U.S. youth leaders to 
Europe in October for arr in-depth 
analysis of the importance of the 
Atlantic relationship and how such 
factors as dctcnte, the European 
Security Conference , and the up
coming talks on the reduction of for
ces in Europe will affect the ?\lliance. 
Visiting London. Heidelberg, Berlin , 
and Brussels, the delegation will meet 
with a variety of European youth 
groups . "We're interested in studying 
the structure of European youth 
groups," said Mr . Clark . "Especially 
of interest to us will be those gro\Jps 
most concerned with the Atlantic 
Alliance and then perhaps with the 
idea of Atlantic federal union ." 

Mr. Clark went on to explain his 
concept of the unification of North 
American and Western European 
democracies in terms of defense and 
economics. The problems we face-
environment, population growth, and 

defense--are interelated . Democracies 
can deal with common problems ... " 
Mr . Clark cited the dollar crisis as an 
example of a problem that could be 
solved through an Atlantic union; 
eachcountry'sdebt to each other could 
be internalized within the union itself. 
He stressed that each country would 
actually save money working on joint 
projects because wasteful duplication 
would be eliminated. 

"The question is, of course, which 
nations should be included in a 
union," continued Mr. Clark . ''They 
should think alike; they should be 
similiar in nature and homogenous to 
obtain the strongest union possible . 
They should be stable, democratic 
nations with economic wherewithal!. 
They must be social, political , and 
representative democracies, based 
on the rule of law . Of course, the U.S. 
and Western Europe come to mind . If 
anyone can get together , these coun
tries can. Probably they could form 
the nycleus of a world government at 
some future date. 

"We're different from world 
federalists," explained Mr. Clark. 
That's what our organization is all 
about--trying tqkluild a grassroots un-

Good Outlook • 1n 

(Editor's note: James Ellenberger, in
tern for the international affairs depar
tment of the AFL-CIO and USYC 
delegate to Asia, spoke to me infor
mally about his impressions of the 
recent trip. In italics are portions of the 
report he submitted to the Inter
national Affairs Commission of the 
Youth Council.) 

INDONESIA 
Project Proposals 

I. A bilateral exchange of youth 
leaders, young workers, students. etc. 

II. A technical assistance project: a) 
the establishment of an intern program 
similar to the one USYC is pursuing in 
Africa. b) Setting up a graduate studies 
program where one or more U.S . 
graduate students in International 
Development or the practical sciences 
could spend a semester or a year at In
donesian graduate students on com
munity development, family planning. 
research, etc. c) Financial assistance for 
vocational training. 

Indonesia has a good climate, is fer
tile, and is capable of self
sufficiency .. .if the trend of migration to 

Java is reversed . Djakarta alone has 
over five million people; Java is more 
dense than Hong Kong, with 1,700 
people per square mile . 

Politically, Indonesia is important, 
vitally important. Right now the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union are competing in 
grants in aid ; each is building roads, 
dams, etc . There is a lack of things to 
do there; there is much social economic 
and political progress to be made . Its 
Parliament is little more than a 
debating society . Even considering 
these things, its youth council is a 
viable organization, and it would be a 
good place for a program. The country 
is basically friendly . We were all im
pressed by the strong commitment to 
cultivate an active interest and 
willingness to explore avenues for 
development. 

(Mr . Ellenberger only briefly 
discussed the visit to India. due to the 
difficulty posed by the split in the In
dian youth movement) . 

BANGLADESH 
To the person , the USYC delegation 

left Bangladesh with some very negative 
feelings concerning the National Youth 
Council of Bangladesh. A number of 
things contributed to this impression : 
the exlusion from the NYCB of anti
Awami League youth and students , the 
lack of enthusiasm by the leadership of 
the NYCB for their own organization. 
the totally unrealistic "requests" for 
assistance from the United States Youth 
Council with. of course. no strings at
tached . and the relative isolation that 
our delegation was kept in during our 
visit to Dacca. 

Bangladesh is beyond description . Its 
annual per capita income is below 
$70.00, I wish I could give a more 
definite political picture, but it's hard 
to tell what's going on . Bangladesh is 
such a mess. Right now it is divided 
into two opposing groups. One is pro
China, the other pro-M:>Slem; both are 
anti-Indian . They aren't particular 
where they get money--they get if from 
the Soviet Union, the United States and 

derstanding of and support for the 
concept of Atlantic federal unio n . 
While the universal approach is a 
greatideal,it'snot realistic . It. wo uld 
be virtually impossible to get 130 dif
ferent governments to agree on 
anything stronger than the UN. In 
fact, if the nations of the world today 
were to draft a new UN Charter, I 
doubt that it would give the UN as 
much authority as it no w enjoys . We 
believe you've got to be selective in 
terms o f nations invo lved if we' re 
going to be realistic ." 

A resolution to study the poss ibility 
for forming an Atlantic Union is no w 
before Congress . Mr. Clark stated , " I 
really do n 't know what it will take to 
pass it. Maybe a depressio n ." 

Mr . Clark also stressed realism in 
assessing the prospects for wo rld 
unity. "We can have the ideal o f 
detente , but we must also be 
pragmatists . We must make sure that 
now is the time to make a rea l effort 
towards detente , and let's make sure 
that this detente is true, and not as it 
is declared by the Russian s-
continued Russian expansion in the 
absence of the threat of nuclear war. 
The Soviet Union has not changed 

any of its aims. In fact, it has played a 
major role in making NATO become 
unstuck . Europe has generally accep
ted the Soviet idea of detente; 
Watergate has diminished Nixon's 
prestige, and France is going her o wn 
way , playing a weaker ro le in 
NATO ." 

" We have to be very ca reful , 
especially in o ur defense po sture," 
warned Mr . Clark . "The Soviet Union 
wants to lessen the threat o n her 
Western borders ; consequently he r 
arms build -up in the Medite rranean 
Sea is the greatest in three years . 
While the Soviet Union may no t have 
ai rc raft carr iers like o urs , she now has 
sophistocated missile destroye rs . At 
the time o f the Cuban missle crisis, we 
had the defense preponderance . No w 
the situation has reversed . I 'm no t 
afraid militarily ; the consequences are 
in the realm of political decisio n
making." 

Are most Americans aware of these 
issues? In describing the increasing at
titude of isolationism as opposed to 
internationalism, Mr . Clark pointed 
o ut that in a recent survey , over 50% 
of the people polled had no t heard of 
the Common Market. Of those who 
had , only .2% could name the coun
tries invo lved . 

" The people going o n this exchange 
will be in leadership pos itio ns in fif
teen years . They must be aware o f the 
significance of these issues , and hard
headed enough. An understanding 
of the importance of Europe is a first 
step . The future o f Europe is closely 
tied to the United States. A massive 
educational effort is needed in this 
co untry to bring home this po int. " 

R ichard Clark , a recent graduate o f 
Rand ol ph-Macon C o llege in 
Ashland , Virginia , is the former 
program director for the Co un cil o n 
Internationa l Relati0 ns and United 
Nations Affairs in New Yo rk . He 
joined the staff of Yo uth fo r Federal 
Union in December, 1971 , and is 
now its executive director. 

Indonesia, Vietnam 
fro m China . While we were there , a 
Soviet loan of 15 milli o n d o llars was 
played up by the papers ; shortly 
thereafter the announcement o f a 30 
millio n dollar grant by the United 
States was buried in the back o f the 
paper. 

VIETNAM 
It was 011 one of our visits ro rhe 

CVT's (Vie rnamese Confederarion of 
Labor) Social Welfare Cenrer ar Khanh 
Hoi , in rhe dock worker's communiry in 
Saigo .'1, rhar rhe USYC de/egarion 
viewed one of the most effecrive person 
to person self-help projects of rhe en·
tire rrip. This social welfare cenrer 
doubled as a pre-e/emenrary school for 
children , as a healrh cen rer to treat 
rhose in need of medical arrenrion as 
well as ro pass our informarion and 
supplies for family planning , a 
vocarional rraining cenrer. a library , a 
re~reation cenrer. a place where youth 
could meet and a place where adu/rs in 
rhe communiry could come rogether. 

The idea of this Center is so simple 
and so basic. yet it is something thar 
one does not see in the United Srates. 
We took the image of this Cenrer with 
us when we left Vietnam and constantly 
referred back to it in our discussions 
and talks wirh yourh leaders in 
Bangladesh and in India . 

Vietnam was one of our most im
portant visits . I was impressed with a 
lot of things . There were a great many 
changes since I was there several years 
ago . Most shocking was the absence of 
American soldiers, especially in Da 
Nang, where there had been a depot, a 
Marine command, and an air base . 
Now there are no Americans--the only 
reminders are a small hospital and a 
cultural center. Thetempoisthesame as 
when the Americans were there, but 
now it is more natural. It's a beautiful 
thing. The Americans are replaced by 
Vietnamese soldiers. 

Hue is quite different from when I 
was there--! arrived three weeks after 
the battle of Hue. The two bridges to 

the city had been sabotaged by the 
North Vietnamese- -a small po ntoo n 
bridge was built to cross the rive r . Now 
there's a new ' bridge , and a new 
ho spital with 1,000 beds . And the 
ho tels are reopened . We stayed in a 
ho tel that used to be used to ho use 
refugees . It was quit e nice in Hue. Life 
was as no rmal as it has been in years . 

One day we went to the to mbs of 
Ming Mang . Befo re it was never safe to 
go there . Now it is . That day it was 
swarmi r g with Bo y Sco uts , Girl Sco uts , 
and students reading o n the grass und er 
the trees . Later we heard that ten miles 
southwest there had been a tank battl e 
that day, but there it seemed secured . 

Vietnam was the best sto p o n the trip ; 
I wish we 'd have mo re time there--it 
would have been especia ll y beneficial 
to the Vietnamese yo uth groups . The 
leaders were the only genuine yo uth 
leaders o n the trip . (The leaders in 
other Asian co untries were no t always 
young) . The best social project was that 
done by the ½VT -- it made an impact 
o n everyone in the group . It 's 
something we don't have here . 

I wo uld like to see a bilateral ex
change with a Vietnamese youth group
-perhaps the CVT youth group, since 
there is n o nati o nal youth 
o rganization . The program co uld take 
the form of leadership training o r help 
for war o rphans . It is vitally important 
for the Youth Council to devel o p con
tacts with youth o rganizatio ns in Viet 
nam--this follows in line with o ur co m
mitment in Vietnam . 

All the young peo ple we talked to 
had lost a member of their family . The 
war touched everyone and is no t taken 
lightly . Most ' Vietnamese ,even those 
critical of the national government, are 
very concerned about the future . It is 
most important for the United States to 
understand their desire for freed o m-
they will not accept do minatio n by the 
North. This presents a complex issue to 
the United States. We must ask our
selves: "What direction can we travel?". 
People depend on us for being free . 
This is a central question . 



Why Student Cooperatives? 
By Max Kummerow 

The following is from CITY VILLAGES, a collection of essays about 
cooperatives edited by A. E. Dreyfus and sponsored by the USYC as part of 
its "Cooperation for Control" project. In addition to producing the book. 
the project consisted of a number of conferences sponsored with the 
North American Student Cooperative Organization . a member of USYC. 

AL THOUGH I HAVE been involved in But they must control enough space. This 
student co-operatives for quite a lo ng time, has never happened in the United States . If 
it is very difficult for nie to figure out why. rents have been lowered, it is because the 
One night , I tried to think of reasons why a university has competed with landl o rds by 
lot of students seem to believe in co- housing large numbers of. students in dor-
operatives. There seem to be four kinds of mitories or student apartments. Student co-
motivation : ops are everywhere too small. 

I. Economic - co-operatives are a way to 
save money. 

2 . Community - co-operatives are a way 
to form warm, emotional relationships, and 
these are badly needed in the competitive, 
fragmented, isolated and cold world of a bif 
university. 

3. Political - co-operatives are a channel 
through which the desire to change the 
political environment of North America 
can be -expressed. They are also an ex
periment with an alternative life-style, in
volving a collective, democratic form of 
ownership, and a base for long-term 
political organizing that offers a welcome 
change from constant campus confron
tations, in which people burn themselves 
out. 

4. Educational - universities teach one 
very well how to read and write, to com-

pete, to cope with bureaucracy . They do not 
teach one how tq act in socially relevant 
ways. 

Dormitory Machines and 

. Monopoly Landlords 

During the early I 960's, the University of 
Wisconsin built the Southeast Area dor
mitories, universally admired by university
housing administrators because they 
squeezed 3000 students into three city 
blocks and fed them all in only six dining 
rooms. Each student's room was built exac
tly like hundreds of other student rooms: 
two beds, two built-in desks and book 
shelves; and bathrooms shared by blocks of 
seventy students. The pattern of life en
visioned for the student is obvious and 
sterile: eat, study, sleep. The student is to be 
a machine, enclosed in a sterile, concrete 
educational factory . ··Why co-operatives? To 
get away from this concept of the student 
environment. 

Private apartments, the usual alternatives 
to dormitories, are machines of another 
kind . Their primary purpose is to make 
money for the landlord . In communities 
close to most campuses, expanding student 
populations have created housing shortages 
and landlords have become rich . Students 
are in competition for this housing with 
low-income families and can afford to pay 
more than a single family, so the rent goes 
up and the families go out. Yet, because 
most students lack transportation, they must 
live in areas close to campuses. 

Ideally, co-operatives can compete with 
landlords and break monopolistic rents. 

"Co-'>perative" Defined 

"Co-operative" is a word with so many 
meanings to so many peop.le that it is really 
almost meaningless. Simply put, co
operatives are groups of people who come 

· together to achieve something they all want 
but can best obtain by working together , 
rather than separately. The goals of the 
group can be anything from cheaper 
groceries to making friends or educating 
people. The important thing about co
operatives is the membership's conviction 
that although individual members may have 
different goals, they are more likely to at
tain some of those goals by working 
together . 

Usually , a co-operative is an economic 
enterprise and therefore has an economic 

Peter Maher 

life. Student co-operatives have social and 
interpersonal goals that are, or should be , 
just as important as economic goals. This 
dual nature of co-operatives, the economic 
and the social, is vital to an understanding 
of what co-operatives are trying to do. Any 
purely economic co-operative is inevitably 
in competition with private , profit-o riented 
capitalism and must have a structure to cope 
with that. Co-operative ventures committed 
prima.rily to social goals, on the othe r hand , 
can do without a lot o f the structure that 
handling money involves. 

Co-operatives have undertaken a variety 
of roles in different countries. In Com
munist countries, co-operatives have been a 
way for the state to organize production on 
a grand scale. Control of major policy in 
those countries, however , has remained in 
the hands of the state. In Sweden , co
operatives have broken capitalist 
monopolies by gaining enough of the 
marl\et to compete with private capital in 
the consumer interest. In the United States, 
co-operative,s have been the poor cousins of 
private capital, not very well supported by 
nat_ional policy; and undertaking projects 
that private capital has deemed un 
profitable. There have been instances, such 
as student housing, where co-operatives 
have gone into areas in which both private 
capital and public agencies were doing a 
poor job of meeting people's needs. 

In the final analysis, co-operatives are 
whatever their members make them . They 
can be for saving money, for bringing 
people together to form a community, for 
education, or for offering an alternative 
rt - t I to rofit- Th 
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The National Affairs Com 
mission of the Youth Council 
will not meet to plan 1974 
programs ; this focuses on last 
year's projects. A similar project 
has been proposed for 1974 by 
ARROW , concentrating on In 
dian voter education and regis 
tration . 

PURPOSE: Youth Vote Project 

Just as there is a silent 
majority, a real majority , or a 
middle America -- terms often 
used in social commentary in 
recent years--in our general 
population , there is also such a 
group among our youth. Too 
often the more visible and 
vocal--and more privileged -
college youth are taken as the 
representatives of an entire 
generation . T oo o ften o ur 
thinking and social program 
ming centers exclusively on this 
relatively elite group. 

The alienation of non-college 
youth from civic life , while it 
takes differe I forms and is of
ten expressed with less rhe 
to rical fervor than that of some 
students, is nevertheless as 
great, perhaps even greater . But 
while po tential for social 
demoralization and political 
polarization is great among this 
group, so is their potential for 
making a constructive con
tribution 10 o ur democratic life. 
Moreover , only if these youth 
are involved in the electorate 
can a truly fair and represen
tative vote occur. If students are 
the only sector of the youth 
population which is mobilized 

choice lies with the members. 

Youth 

Vote 

Proiect 
for electoral participati on, 
many of the imbalances and 
inequities that presently affect 
o ur democratic process will 
merely be compounded . 

The chief obstacle to in 
volving the invisible youth --and 
other citizens--in o ur political 
process is the array of com 
plicated and restrictive laws and 
prflcedures governing voter 
registration . Th_e process of 
becoming an eligible voter may 
appear to be a simple one, yet it 
can discourage - millions of 
potential voters from exercising 
their political rights and 
responsibilities . In the great 
majority of cnmmunities, voter 
registration is carried o ut at 
remote location s. at hours 
which worJcing people , parents 
of young children, and full -time 
students find very inconvenient. 
In many places long and com
plicated forms are used , which 
discourage potential voters and 
lead to the disqualification o f 
many voters who make min o r 
mist akes in filling o ut the forms . 

The Youth Vote Project of 
the United States Youth Coun
cil provides a variety of services 
to nonpartisan loca l gro ups 
engaged in voter registration 
and voter education among the 
"invisible youth ." The Project 
focuses its efforts on what it 
believes arc the most neglected 
sectors of the youth population , 
the most important geographic 
centers, and the greatest ob
stacles to electoral participation 
by a representative sector o f the 
young. 

· Finally , to repeat the main point about the dual nature o f co
ope ratives: 

I . They are businesses, just like General Motors . 
2 . They are motivated by members' concerns, not just by profit. 
Both of these statements have consequences: 
If a co-operative is not a successful business, it will soon go 

broke and disappear. Co-operatives operate within an economic 
and social system that will kill them if they do not operate in a 
businesslike fashion, and that means taking in more money tha n 
they spend. Successful business, on the other hand , is like ly to make 
us all extinct in its obsession with selling us useless junk . History 
has demonstrated that capitalist ventures are far better at making 
money than co-operatives. To be successful, co-operatives must 
have a higher purpose than making money. This purpose must re late 
to members' needs and to the ways in which they are leading un 
satifactory lives. The centre of any co-operative's concern is human 
beings, not dollars, and the business is really a means to hum an 
ends . 

" ... Amer,co 's foslesl growing 
freedom newspaP<!r " 
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