
CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

Dispensational 
Time-Identity 

I. INDEMNITY CONDITIONS AND 
DISPENSATIONAL TIME-IDENTITY 

The purpose of the Dispensation for Restoration, which is to 
fulfi ll the Purpose of the Creation , wi ll be fulfilled through the 
Messiah . Fallen man's responsibi lity is therefore to prepare 
the founda tion necessary for the coming of the Messiah , tha t 
is, the Foundation for the Messiah . This responsibility consists 
of meeting the indemnity conditions necessary to res tore the 
Foundation of Faith and the Founda tion of Substance. 

Wha t happens if the centra l person of the Dispensa tion 
fa ils to fulfi ll his responsibility to meet the indemnity condi
tions? The goal of the Dispensation for Restoration was con
ceived in the mind of God, who is absolute, and therefore the 
goal of the Dispensation is a lso absolute and must be fulfill ed 
(ls 48: 11). Therefore, should a central pe rson fai l , God chooses 
another person to carry out His Will , even though th is pro
longs the dispensationa l history. At the time God chooses the 
new centra l person, the circums tances, events, and people 
surrounding the new central person will be similar to those 
under which God chose his predecessor . Even if there is a two 
thousand or four thousand year hia tus in the his tory of restor
ation , s imi la r circumstances , events, and persons wi ll appear. 
This reappearance o[ past circumstances, events, a nd people 
is called Dispensational Time- ldentity. This phenomenon of 
Dispensa tiona l Time-Identity appears in accordance with 
God's Dispensation for Restoratio n through indemnity. 

What fac tors create time-identity in dispensational his
tory? The answer to this lies in the e fforts by God a nd man to 
restore the Foundation for the Messiah through the indcmn i t_v 
process. In o ther words, the contents of a time-ident ity period 
consist of a central person, the time perio<l , the required 
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offer ing, the actions by which the central person establishes 
the Foundation of Faith , and the course though which the 
central person meets the Indemni ty Cond ition to Remove the 
Fallen Na ture and establishes the founda tion of Substance. 

The levels and contents of the Founda tion for the Messiah 
have expanded from those of the fam ily level to those of the 
nationa l and world-wide levels. Although the Dispensation 
for Restoration may be prolonged due to man 's failure in 
carrying out his respons ibi lity, God res tores a ll tha t is lost by 
expand ing h is level of acti vity. For example , w hen the chosen 
people who were responsible for the na tiona l Founda tion for 
the Messiah fa iled , God did not choose another nat ion for 
another na tiona l d ispensation . Ins tead , God began the world
wide d ispensation . If the world-wide dispensation is success
fu lly completed , through it the na tiona l d ispensation wi ll be 
simultaneously recovered. 

II. DIVISION OF THE DISPENSATIONAL 
AGES, BASED ON TIME-IDENTITY 

A. Division of the Ages 

Abraham 's fam ily estab lished the fam ily Founda tion for the 
Messiah. For the firs t time in human history a vic torious 
found a tion on which God cou ld work was established on 
earth . Thus, with Abraham 's fa mily, God cou ld begin the Dis
pensation for Restorat ion . Then , wha t is the meaning of the 
his tory prior to the time of Abraham ? 

Since Abraham failed in his first sacrific ia l offering, his
tory up to Abraha m's la ter foundat ion of victory was taken by 
Sa tan . Therefore, tha t period of h istory became only the 
foundation for the Dispensation for Restoration , with Abra
ham 's descendan ts becoming the peop le chosen to carry out 
God's Will. Viewed in re trospect , the period from Adam to 
Abraham is the per iod in which God established the fou nda
tion for the Dispensation for Restoration , and thus it can be 
called the Dispensational Age of the Founda tion for Restora
tion through Indemnity. Seen from the viewpoin t of Dispensa
tiona l Time-Identi ty i t was the Age o f Symbolic Ti me
Identity. In that age, God intended to esta blish the fa mily 
Founda tion for the Messiah. 

The time from Abraham 's fam ily to Jesus was the age of 
God 's dispensation to restore through indemnity the lost Dis
pensatio na l Age o f the Foundation for Restorat ion. This 
period is called the Dispensational Age of Restoration. From 
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the viewpoint of Dispensational Time-Identity, it was the Age 
of Image Time-Identity. In this age, God's dispensation was to 
establish the national Foundation for the Messiah. 

Jesus came to comple te the Dispensation for Restoration. 
If the secular and re ligious Israelite leaders of Jesus' day had 
followed him, God's Dispensation for Restoration would have 
been completely accomplished al that time. Sinful his tory 
would have ended, and a new history, centered on God, would 
have begun , fulfilling the Ideal for the Creation. The new 
heaven and new earth t hat the Bible speaks of would have 
been established at that time. However, because of the chosen 
people's fait hlessness toward Jesus , he was crucifi ed and 
God 's Dispensation could not be conc luded. Jesus could do 
nothing other than promise tha t he would come again , and 
Christians have had to wa it in hope for the time of the Second 
Coming. 

Consequently, the t ime from Jesus' cruc ifixion lo the 
Second Coming has been the age of God 's dispensation to 
restore the uncomple ted Dispensational Age of Restoration by 
means of its prolongation. Thus, this age is called the Dispen
sational Age of the Prolongation of Restoration. From the 
viewpoint of Dispensa tiona l Time-Identity, it is the Age of 
Substantial Time-Identi ty. In this age, God intended to estab
lish the world-wide Foundation for the Messia h. 

B. The Parallels among the Dispensational Ages 

As expla ined a t the beginning of this chapter, the three dispcn
sational ages are a ll directed toward the purpose of estab
lishing the Founda tion for the Messiah . As a result , s imila r 
conditions, events, and persons recur in the course of human 
his tory, and the three dispensat ional ages show direc t pa ral
lels or time-identity among each other. 

The parallels be tween the Ages of Image Time-Identity 
(Abraham to Jesus) and Substantia l Time-Identity (Jesus to 
the Second Coming) will be dealt with here, while their paral
lels with the Age of Symbol Tide-Identity (Adam to Abra
ham) will be expla ined in the more advanced Outline of" The 
Principle, Level V 

In the Dispensational Age of Restoration, the central na
tion responsible for God's dispensation was the chosen na tion 
of Israel. The central history, of course, was the his tory of the 
nation of Israel, centered on Judaism . The detailed record of 
tha t history is found in the Old Testament. 

In the Dispensational Age of the Prolongation of Restora
tion, the central people in charge of God's dispensation was 
not the nation of Israel, but rather those who be lieved in and 
followed Jesus, the Christia ns . Since the Christia ns inherited 
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the mission of Israel, they became the Second Israel. As a 
result, the history of Chris tianity provides the centra l his tor
ical data for the Dispensational Age of the Prolongation uf 
Restoration. 

The Dispensational Age of Restoration is divided into six 
sub-periods, titled: Slavery in Egypt; Judges; Uni ted King
dom; Divided Kingdoms of North and South; Jewish Captiv
ity and Return ; and Preparation for the Messiah. 

The Dispensational Age of the Prolongation of Restora
tion is also divided in a similar manner, producing six sub
periods , titled: Persecution in the Roman Empire; Christian 
Churches under the Pa triarchal System; Christian Kingdom: 
Divided Kingdo ms of East and West; Papal Captivity and 
Return; and Preparation for the Second Coming of the Mes
siah. 

The difference of a lmost two thousand years is not the 
only difference be tween the histories of the Dispensational 
Age of Restoration and the Dispensationa l Age of the Prolon
gation of Restoration- differences in nat ional, environmen
tal , and cultural background are a lso involved. Nevertheless, 
each of the six sub-periods in the Age of Restoration is a period 
of time-identity with its corresponding sub-period in the Age 
of the Prolongation of Restoration. Each time-identity is de
scribed below. The remarkable similarities show that human 
his tory has been moving in accordance with the living God's 
consistent Dispensation for Restoration. 

I. The Period of Slavery in Egypt and the Period of" 
Persecu tion in the Roman Empire 

The Period of Slavery in Egypt began as a result of Abraham 's 
failure in the offering. It is the period in which Jacob's twelve 
sons and seventy kinsmen entered Egypt, which represented 
the sa tanic world, and in which their descendants were miser
ably perseculed by the Egyptians. The Period of Persecution 
in the Roman Empire began as a result of the Israe lites' fa ilure 
to believe in Jesus. This is the period in which Jesus' twelve 
apostles, seventy disciples, and the early Christians under
went miserable persecution in the Roman Empire, which 
represented the satanic world. 

During the four-hundred-year period of oppression in 
Egypt, the chosen people of Israel maintained their posit ion 
as God's faithful amidst their suffering by performing the rite 
of circumcision, offering sacrifices, and keeping the Sabba th. 
Similarly, for approximate ly four hundred years during the 
period of persecution in the Roman Empire, the Christians 
maintained their position as God's faithful by keeping the 
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Sabba th , living a life of sacrifice, and performing the sacra
ments of holy communion and baptism. 

Afte r the four-hundred-year Period of Slavery in Egypt, 
God chose Moses to subjugate Pharaoh and lead the Israelites 
to a new environment , the land of Canaan. Likewise, Chris
tianity, which had been persecuted, gained legal recognition 
313 A.O. and was declared the s ta te re ligion of the Roman 
Empire in 392 A.O. In this way, Christia ns came to be restored 
out o[ the satanic world into a sp iritua l Canaan. 

After the Period of Slavery in Egypt, Moses received the 
Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai , setting up the core of the 
Old Tc lament. By revering the table ts of s tone, the tabe rnac
le, and the ark of the covenant, the chosen people of the Firs t 
Israel prepared themselves to receive the Messiah. Likewise, 
toward the end of the Period of Pe rsecution in the Roman 
Empire, the chosen people of the Second Israel collected 
Jesus' words a nd the writings of the apostles a nd established 
the New Tes ta ment and churches centered on the Word , thus 
laying a foundation necessary for the Second Coming. 

2. The Period o(theludges and the Period o(theChristian 
Churches under 1he Pa1riarchal System 

During the four-hundred-year period after Joshua and Caleb 
led the Israe lites into Canaan, the nation of Israel was led by 
judges. These judges each carried out the multiple functions 
of prophet, chief priest, and king. During the Period of the 
Chris tia n Churches under the Patiarchal Sys tem, the Chris
tians were led by the patriarchs, whose duties, from the stand
point of the Dispensation for Restoration , corresponded LO 

those of the judges. 
During the Period of the Judges, a feuda l system arose in 

Israel, centered on the judges and based on the new land 
a llotted to each tribe. Likewise, a fter Chris tianity's liberation 
from persecution in the Ro man Empire, the Gospel was 
spread to the Germanic tribes that had moved to western 
Europe because of the fourth century invasion b_v the Huns 
from Mongolia. There , in the new land of western Europe, a 
feudal system arose. 

3. The Period o{the United Kingdom and the Period 
of the Christian Kingdom 

With the beginning of the United Kingdo m of Isrnel, the 
period during which the judges led the Firs t Israel ended , and 
the mission of the j udges was divided among the prophets, the 
chief priest, and the king. Likewise. wi th the beginning of the 
Period of the Chris tian kingdom, the period of pa tria rchial 
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leadership over the Second Israel ended, and the mission of 
the patriarchs was divided among the monks, the pope, and 
the king . As the United Kingdom oflsrael had begun when the 
prophet Samuel anointed Saul as the first king, in accordance 
with God's command, what in God's dispensation was to have 
become a united Christian e mpi re began when Pope Leo III 
crowned Charlemagne emperor of the Franks and Romans. 

4. The Period of the Divided Kingdoms of North 
and South and the Period of 1he Divided Kingdoms 
of East and West 

The Un ited Kingdom of Israel, which had begun with King 
Saul, continued under King David and King Solomon; then it 
was div ided into the northern kingdom of Israel , consis ting of 

Period of Divided Kingdoms 
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ten tribes in the Cain position, and the southern kingdom of 
Judah , consisting of two tribes, in the Abel position. 

The Chris tian Kingdom, which had begun with Charle
magne, was a lso divided , but into three parts-the East Frank 
kingdom (the kingdom of Louis the German), the West Frank 
kingdom (the kingdom of Charles the Ba ld), and the middle 
kingdom (the kingdom of Lothair)- because of quarrels 
among Charlemagne's three grandsons. However, soon after 
the Period of the Divided Kingdoms began under Henry I in 
919, Ita ly came under the control of the East Frank kingdom, 
and so the division became one between the kingdoms of the 
East Franks, or the Holy Roman Empire, a nd the West Franks, 
or the Kingdom of France, with the eastern kingdom in the 
Abel position and the western kingdom in the Cain position. 

5. The Period o[Jewish Captivity and Retum and the Period 
of Papal Captivity and Return 

The northern kingdom of Israel began its faith less ways soon 
after the United Kingdom was divided , and it perished as a 
result of its disbelie f (ca. 722 B.C.). The southern kingdom of 
Juda h a lso became fa ithless. Thus, these kingdoms fai led to 
unite centered on God's idea l of the temple, and therefore they 
fa iled to establish the Foundation for the Messiah. Therefore, 
God a llowed them to be taken captive and suffer a t the hands 
of the Assyrians and the Babylonians, respectively, that is, at 
the hands of the satanic world. In the south, Babylon gained 
control in 608 B .C., and beginning wi th Dan ie l and a few 
members of the nobility (605 B.C.), began a series of deporta
tions of the Hebrews to Babylon, where they had to remain for 
a lmost seventy years (Da n I: 1-6; J er 25: 11 ,12; 29: 10; 39: 1-10; ll 
Kings 24,25). In 539 B.C., Persia conquered Babylon, a nd King 
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Cyrus issued a decree freeing the J ews, who returned to their 
native land in three groups over a nine ty-four-year period 
(culminating in 444 B .C.). However, until the reformation 
centered on Malach i, they did not establish themselves as a 
nation based on the Law and did not establish traditions 
acceptable to God . From the dispensational viewpoint, only 
when they actually reformed their practices according to the 
Law could they be considered as having returned (to their 
position as God's people). The conclusion of the returning 
period initia ted the Period of Preparation for the Messiah. 

From the end of the Period of the Chris tian Kingdom, 
which was to prepare the world-wide foundation for the 
Second Coming, until the time when the pa pacy fe ll into 
complete corruption, God sent many signs-such as the de
feats in the Crusades-to m ake the popes and priests repent. 
But they did not repen t. a nd ins tead, with the gradual expan
sion of royal power, conOic t developed be tween popes and 
kings. Pope Boniface VIII came into connic t with the French 
King, Philip IV, and was even imprisoned by him fora time. In 
1309, Clement V, whose election as the firs t French pope was 
arranged by Philip IV, moved the papacy from Rome to Avig
non in southern France. There the succeeding popes lived for 
a lmost seventy years under the influence of the French kings. 
In 1377, Pope Gregory XI re turned the papacy to Rome, in
itiating the period of return from exile . For the next one 
hundred forty years there was much confusion, wi th even 
three popes reigning simultaneously for a time. By the end of 
this period the pope in Rome had regained absolute control in 
the church . 

6. The Period of Preparalionforthe Messiah and the Period 
of Preparation for I he Second Coming 

After re turning from captivity in Baby lon, the Israelites re
built the temple which had been destroyed, and at the urging 
of the prophet Ma lachi repented of the ir past s ins of having 
worshipped fore ign gods. They cente red on the Law, inspiring 
a reformation movement a nd the begin ning of the four
hundred-year Period of Preparation for the Messiah. 

After the pope returned to Rome. reformation movements 
inspired by God began , and the Christian church established a 
world-wide base of fa ith for the Second Coming. Through the 
Reformation , the dark clouds of the Middle Ages were pene
trated, and, inspired by a new and passionate faith , a move
ment to spread the Gospe l throughout the world arose. The 
four-hundred-year period that began with the Reformation is 
called the Period of Preparation for the Second Coming. 

The Old Testament Age was the age in which faith in God 
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was demonstrated through the external response of offerings 
and compliance with the Law. Therefore, in order to indem
nify the entire history since Abraham in the Period of Prepara
tion for the Messiah, the First Israel had to suffer external 
tribula tions under the rule of Persia, Greece, Egypt, Syria, 
and Rome. 

The New Testament Age is the age in which man was to 
demons trate faith in God through the internal response of 
prayer and faith based on Jesus' words. Therefore, in the 
Period of Preparation for the Second Coming, the Second 
Israel had to endure internal tribulations. With the rise of 
humanism (the leading philosophy of the Renaissance), En
lightenment phi losophies, and superficia lly applied freedom 
of faith after the Reformat ion, Chr is tianity (the Second Israel) 
had to endure great chaos and confusion. Chris tia ns in that 
period had lo indemnify the entire cou rse of his tory s ince 
Jesus' time by overcoming severe internal trials in their re li
gious lives. 

During the Period of Preparat ion for the Messiah, God 
prepared the Firs t Israel to receive the Messiah by reforming 
and renewing Judaism and by having the prophe t Ma lachi 
prophesy concerning the Mess iah's comin g. However. 
a lthough God focused his efforts to prepare for the Messiah on 
the nation of Israel, he a lso prepa red the rest of the world for 
the Messiah's coming. Among the Gen tiles, God had Gau tama 
Buddha of India (565-485 B.C.) pioneer the base for Buddhism 
by improving Hinduism , and he had Socrates (470-399 B .C.) 
pioneer the period of the great phi losopher in Greece. In the 
Orient, God had Confucius (552-479 B.C.) set up a s tandard of 
human ethics and morality through Confucianism . God thus 
had each establ ish the culture and religion suitable fo,· his 
particu lar place and people so that they might make the 
necessary spiritua l preparation Lo receive the Messiah . Jesus, 
coming on the foundation of this preparation, intended to 
unify a ll of the regions and various religions and cu ltures into 
one sphere of God-centered culture by absorbing Judaism, 
He llenism , Buddhism, Confucianism, and a ll the re ligions 
and cultures that God had p1-eparcd. 

God also prepared the world for the Messiah's coming by 
uniting the Mediter ranean world and developing the Roman 
Empire , with its ease of communication in a ll d irections and 
its vast cultura l sphere based on a common language (Greek). 
With this external founda tion already made through God's 
dispensation , when the Messiah came, his ideology would 
have been able to quickly expand from Israel to Rome, and 
from Rome to the whole world. 

S imila r ly, God worked in the Period of Preparation for 
the Second Coming to prepare the world in addition to 

Period of Preparation for 
the Messiah (400 years) 

external 
response to God 

External 
tnbulat,ons 

183 

Olfcnngs 
Law 

Persia Greece. 
Egypt, Syria Rome 

Period of Preparation for the 
Second Coming (400 years) 1517-1918 A.O. 

Internal 
response to God 
Faith. prayer 
Jesus words 

Internal 
tnbulatJons 

Humanism 

Period of Preparation for 
the Messiah (400 years) 

Environment 
Roman Empire 

• Buddha 
• Socrates 
• Confuaus 

Period of Preparation for the 
Second Coming (400 years) 1517-1918 A.D. 

Environment 
Renaissance 
Industrial Revolution 

Missionary movement 



184 DISPENSATIONAL TIME IDENTITY 

Christianity. Prior to the Messiah 's birth (two thousand years 
ago), God had to prepare the different peoples to receive what 
the Messiah would leach. That preparation was made in 
Judaism , Buddhism, Confucianism, and the other religions 
and e thical developments that God stimulated and de
veloped. The e thical, spiritual, and Heart foundation for the 
Second Coming is made through Christianity. Therefore, God 
prepared the world for the Second Coming by the spread of 
Christianity throughout the world. 

In the Period of Preparation for the Second Coming, the 
external circumstances were a lso greatly developed as a 
foundation for the Messiah 's second coming. God has worked 
to develop the external cond itions to the point w here the 
Messiah will be able to use them to establish the Kingdom of 
Heaven. The separation of cultures is being overcome by 
modern developments in communication and transportation 
that make possible the rapid and frequent interchange of 
languages, traditions, and cultures. One of the developments 
which wi ll greatly help the Messiah teach the ideals and ways 
of heaven is the development of global communications sys
tems . Beginning with the Industrial Revolution , the great 
developments in a lmost every area of human concern have 
prepared nearly everything necessary to produce an ideal 
environment (e.g., production of food , c lothing, medicines, 
environmenta l control, and electricity). 

We have reviewed the histories of the first and Second 
Israel as they occurred in different eras and different places 
and with the key roles played by different people . Yet, we can 
see an astonishing time-identity when we look a t these two 
his tori es from the d ispensational viewpoint. This time
identity appears because both histories are his tories of the 
central dispensation to prepare for the Messiah and thus both 
dispensations have been inspired and led by God. 
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