
CHAPTER FIVE 

Resurrection 

If we were to take everything in the Bible literally, then we 
would have to bel ieve tha t at the Second Coming the buried 
and decomposed physical bodies of a ll the past believers will 
be restored to their original s tate of life in the Ocsh (I Thes 
4:16, Mt 27:52). But can we believe this? To resolve this ques­
tion let us first look into the meaning of resurrection. 

I. THE MEANING OF RESURRECTION 

The word 'resurrection ' means passing from death to life. To 
unders tand the meaning of 'passing from death to life', let us 
consider the meaning of the words ' life' and 'death '. 

ln Luke 9:60 we read tha t to the disciple who wanted to go 
home for his father's funera l, Jesus said,"' ... Leave the dead 
to bu1-y their own dead .. .' "(emphases added). In these words 
of Jesus we find two differe nt concepts of life and dea th. One 
concept is concerned with the physiological functioning of the 
physical body. The other is concerned with the people who 
would gather for the burial of the disciple 's fathe r. Why did 
Jesus indicate tha t those people who would attend the funeral 
were dead when they were actually alive? It was because, 
being under Sa tan 's dominion, they were ignorant of the pur­
pose of life and did not know God, who is the source of life. 
Revelation 3:1 says,"' ... you have the name of being a live 
and you are dead .' " From this verse we can see that even 
though a person is physically alive, if he is under Sa tan's 
dom inion, then from Jesus' point of view he is dead . Wi th this 
view of death , life would then mean to be w ithin God's domin­
ion, fulfi ll ing the God-given purpose of li fe. In John 11 :25 ,26 
Jesus says, " ' ... he who believes in me, though he die, ye t 
shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never 
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die.' " This tells us that whoever is connected to God's domin-
1 Spiritual Death 2 Physical Death ion through Christ is alive, regardless of whe ther his physical 

-
1 2 

"Leave the ldead ~o bury their own f ead.-~ Luke 9:60 

body is dead or alive and regardless of whether he is on earth 
or in the spirit world . 

A. The Death Caused by the Fall 

The need for resurrection is a result of the death caused by the 
Fall. Let us consider which of the two kinds of death men­
tioned above is the death resulting from the fall of the firs t 
human ancestors . Man's physical body is destined to return to 
the earth after it becomes old and dies . If God had intended 
human beings to live eternally on earth in their physical 
bodies, there would have been no need to create the spirit 
world for spirit selves to go to. God created the spirit world 
before man fell; he did not create it after the Fall s imply to 
provide a dwelling for the spirit selves of fal len people. It was 
always God's plan that man 's physical self return to the earth 
and that his spirit self dwell e ternally with God in the spirit 
world (Eccles 12:7). Physical death is not the death caused by 
the Fall. 

When God told Adam and Eve that they would surely die 
on the day that they ate of the Fruit of the Tree of the Know­
ledge of Good and Evil (Gen 2:17), the death referred to was 
not physical death. We see in Genesis that Adam and Eve 
continued to be act ive and a live a nd to have children for more 
than nine hundred years after they ate the Fruit of the Tree of 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Ye t, if we a re to believe God's 
Word, then in some sense they must have died the moment 
they broke God's commandment. 

God's love is the source of life. Therefore leaving the realm 
of God's love and entering into Satan 's realm, where there is 
no true love, is death. In I John 3:14 we learn that "He who 
does not love abides in death." Also, Romans 8:6 and Romans 
6 :23 respectively tell us, "To set the mind on the flesh [to be 
carnally minded] is death, but to set the mind on the Spiri t is 
life and peace," and" ... the wages of s in is death , but the free 
gift of God is eterna l life in Christ Jesus . . .. " So from the 
Bible's viewpoint, the death which was causd by the Fall is the 
state resulting from sin-the state of being separated from 
God's love. 

B. The True Meaning of Resurrection 

Let us draw our conclusion as to the meaning of resurrection. 
If the physical body's return to the earth is not the death 
caused by the Fall, then it is obvious that the meaning of 
'passing from death to life'-that is, resurrection--cannot be 
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revival of a decomposed body. According to "The Principles of 
the Creation ;' it was God 's original intention that m an's phy­
sical body die and re turn to the earth when it becomes old 
(Eccles 12:7). So once the physical body decomposes, it will 
not be resurrected to its or igina l s ta te. 

Since resurrection does not refer to physical life and 
death , it must refer to the li[e and death of man 's spirit. 
Therefore resurrection is the process of man's being restored 
from Sa tan's dominion to God 's direct dominion through the 
Dispensation for Restoration . If a person repents of liis s ins 
and becomes a be tter person today tha n he was yesterday, 
then he is resurrected to that extent. Jesus said," ' . . . he who 
hears my word and believes him who sent me, has eterna l life; 
he does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to 
life ' "(Jn 5:24). This shows tha t resurrection , or passing from 
death to life, begins from the po int of hearing Jesus' words and 
believing in God . The Bible says, " ... as in Adam all die , so 
a lso in Chris t shall all be made a live" (I Cor 15:22). Because of 
the fall of Adam , his entire lineage has been a satanic one, a nd 
therefore dead . So, to be resurrected means to become one of 
God's lineage, through Chris t. 

Based on this understanding of resurrection, we should 
not expect a major externa l change to result from resurrec­
tion . Although Adam and Eve were different after the Fall in 
that they were spiritua lly dead, no s ignificant physical 
change took place. Thus there is no exte rna l diffe rence be­
tween a man who possesses e terna l life because of rebirth 
through the Holy Spirit and a thief who is s till under the 
dominion of death . 

However, Ma tthew 27:52 seems to support belief in resur­
rection of the physical body. Le t us examine this passage. It 
says, " .. . the tombs also were opened , a nd many bodies o [ the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised , and coming out of 
the tombs after his [Jesus') resurrection they went into the 
holy city and appeared to many." However, if this had taken 
place literally, then the his tory of persecution in early Chris t­
ianity would not have taken place. Even though the Israelites 
had become faithless and had crucified Jesus, they had done 
so believing that he was not the Lord. However, if they had 
witnessed the prophe ts ris ing from their tombs and had heard 
them testi fy ing tha t J esus was the Messiah , wouldn't they 
have believed in Jesus? Then why would they have persecuted 
the disciples of Jesus? 

Also, since resurrection is said to result in eternal life, then 
shouldn't we be able to see many of those resurrected Old 
Testament prophets a live today? And wouldn 't those brought 
to life through the grace of resurrection have testified to many 
about God and Jesus? Then certa inly there would have been 
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some record of this in the Book of Ac ts. However, there is only 
one passage in the Bible that mentions them-the one in 
Matthew which te lls of their r is ing from their tombs and 
appearing to many (Mt 27:52). 

An unders tanding of the true meaning of resurrection wi II 
easily solve this problem. Since resurrection does not mean 
bringing corpses back to life, it could not have been physica l 
bodies that "arose fro m the grave" and "came back to life." 
Through the grace of God , the inner selves, or spi rit selves, of 
the passed-away saints had grown closer to perfection . Ma tth­
ew and other disciples, inspired by the Holy Spirit , had their 
spiritual s ight tempora rily restored , and were thus able to see 
those spiri t peop le. Those who remained untouched by the 
Holy Spirit had only their normal physical s ight , and thu 
could not see the spirit selves of the Old Testa ment prophe ts. 

II. THE PRINCIPLES OF RESURRECTION 

Since resurrection means the phenomena occur ri ng in the 
course of restoring fa llen man 's na ture to the standard origin­
ally c reated by God , the dispensation for resurrection is 
actually the Dispensation for Restoration. The Dispensation 
for Restoration is a lso the dispensation for re-creation. Conse­
que ntly the dis pensa tion for resu r rection is carried ou t 
according to w ha t is expla ined in "The Pri ncip les of the Crea­
tion ." 

Firs t of all , according to "The Principles of the Creation ," 
the Purpose of the Creation is fulfi lled when man accom­
plishes his respons ibility, by believing in and li ving God 's 
Word. Therefore in resurrection, which is re-creation , God 
gives m an His Word- he gave tht: Old Testament and the New 
Testament, and he promised to give the complete testa ment 
when Chris t returns. In order to be resurrected , man must 
fu lfill his responsibility-to believe in and live the Word . 
Thus, resur rection is accomplished by God 's giving His Word 
(truth) to man together w ith man's fulfill ing h is responsibility 
to believe in a nd live the truth . 

Secondly, according to "The Princip les of the Creation ," 
each person 's spirit self is created to grow and become perfect 
only on the basis of a re la tionship with the physical self. In 
accordance with this pr inciple, the resurrection (pur ification , 
growth , and perfec tion) of a person 's spirit self must a lso be 
realized based on his p hysical self, and thus, while he is li ving 
on earth. Actua lly, unti l today, resurrection has usua lly been 
conceived of as the reviving of the physically dead a t Christ's 
return . But this is incorrect ; God's dispensation for resurrec­
tion is an ongoing process tha t has focused on the people who 
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are alive on earth . It is to them that he has sent prophe ts with 
the Truth. 

Thirdly, according to "The Principles of the Creation," 
man is created to become perfect by growing through the 
three stages of the growing period. Therefore, the dispensa­
tion for the resurrection of fallen man is to be accomplished 
through three dispensational stages. 

Fourthly, a lthough the various central persons in Gael's 
Dispensation for Res torat ion could not fully carry ou t their 
responsibilities, they did their best with the deepes t loyalty to 
God. Their loyalty and devotion has accumulated as merit on 
earth. Based on this foundation of heart laid by fa ithful people 
of earlier ages, people of later generations have been a ble to 
receive certa in merits in each age (merits o{ 1he age) in the 
dispensation for resurrection. The dispensation for resurrec­
tion is carried out according to the merits of the age. In other 
words, the degree of resurrection possible in a given age is 
based on the his torical founda tion of heart established by the 
faithful of earlier ages. 

III. THE DISPENSATION FOR THE 
RESURRECTION OF THE 
PEOPLE ON EARTH 

A. God's Dispensation for Resurrection is Based on the People 
on Earth 

Until today, when Christians thought of resurrection , they 
usually thought of the physically dead receiving new life at 
Christ 's return. Yet once we understand the true meaning of 
resurrection and the principles of God's dispensation for re­
surrection , we understand that God works his dispensation 
for resurrection primarily based on the people on earth. From 
the viewpoint of man, history may seem to be merely the 
repetition of one generation after another. From the viewpoint 
of God , who is carrying out the dispensation, the succession of 
generations is not significant. From God 's viewpoint the 
whole of history is nothing but the work to resurrect one dead 
person , Adam. If the firs t human ancestor, Adam, had not 
fa llen but had grown through the three stages of the growing 
period, his sp irit self would have grown through the stages of 
form spirit and life spirit to finally become a divine spirit, the 
spirit of one who is fulfilling the Purpose of the Creation. 

However, as a result of the Fall , man's spirit self plum­
meted from the perfection level of the growth s tage to a very 
base s tate-that is, he fell below the level at which he was 
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originally created. Adam and Eve fell into the non-Principle 
realm a nd inherited the Fa llen Nature from the fa llen 
archangel. 

B. The Three Stages in the Dispensation for Resurrection 

God began his dispensation for resurrection with Adam's 
fami ly, which had fallen into the non-Principle realm. Howev­
er, since persons in Adam's and Noah's famili es fai led to carry 
out the ir responsibilities, resurrection itself did not begin 
until Abraham 's famil y. So in retrospect the two thousand 
year period from Adam to Abraham ended up being the period 
during which only the foundation for God's dispensation for 
resurrection was established. Thus, this period is called the 
Dispensational Age of the Foundation for Resurrection. 

On this foundation, God carried out the formation stage 
of the dispensation for resurrection, which again, because of 
man's repeated fai lures, ended up taking two thousand years, 
from Abraha m to Jesus. People on earth who received the 
merits of the age of formation stage resurrection were to fulfill 
their responsibility by keeping and living the Old Testament 
Law, the formation stage Word of re-creation. Since people 
were to be justified by their prac tice of the Law (Word), this 
age is called the age of justification by keeping the law. If a 
person fulfilled that responsibi lity, based on his physical self. 
his spirit self would grow through the formation stage of 
resurrection and become a form spirit. When a person who 
has attained the form spir it level on earth leaves his physical 
self, his spirit self goes to I ivc a t the forn1 spirit level of the spirit 
world. 

Complete resurrection should have taken place through 
Jesus, the Messiah ; however, because of man's failure to 
accept Jesus, the period after his death has been the period for 
on ly growth sta ge resurrection. Because of the Israelites' 
faithlessness toward Jesus, Jesus was crudfied and the com­
pletion of the dispensation for resurrection was delayed until 
the Second Coming. In retrospect, we can sec that the period 
from Jesus' time up to the time of his Second Coming has been 
the age for only growth stage resurrection. During this age, 
people on earth could receive the merits of the age of growth 
stage resurrection and carry out their responsibility by believ­
ing and living the New Testament, God's growth stage Word of 
re-creation . Therefore, this age is called the age of"justi{ication 
by faith. People of that age could pass through the growth 
stage of resurrection and a tta in the life spirit level by believ­
ing and living the New Testament Word . When a person who 
has attained the life spirit level leaves his physical self, he goes 
to live in Paradise, which is the life spirit level of the spirit world. 

The Dispensational Age of Completion Stage Resurrection 
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will be completed with the resurrection of both spirit and 
body* {spirit self a nd physical self) by the Messiah a t the 
Second Coming. The Messiah will bring the Completed Testa­
ment, which is to bring a bout the ful fi llment of the Old Testa­
ment and the New Testament. People on earth can receive the 
merits of the age of completion stage resurrection by accom­
plishing their responsib ility to be lieve in and incarnate the 
new Word and d irectly a ttend the Messiah with full sincerity 
of heart. Therefore, the age is called the age of just ification by 
attendance. When a person belives in and attends the Messiah 
a t the Second Coming, his spirit self reaches the perfection 
level of resurrection and becomes a divine spiri t. The place on 
earth where the people of this d ivine spirit s tage live is called 
the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. When a perfected person 
living in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth leaves his physical 
self, he goes to live in the Kingdom of Heaven in the spirit world, 
which is the region of the spir it world belonging to d ivine 
spir its. 

C. Heaven and Paradise 

Traditiona lly, Chris tians have unders tood Heaven and Para­
dise to be the same. However, as was a lready expla ined, the 
Kingdom of Heaven is the spir it world dwelling p lace of spirit 
persons who have a tta ined the divine spirit level while in their 
physical selves on earth. Although Jesus, the Messiah , came to 
complete the salvation of m an , because of his death on the 
cross the Purpose of the Creation, which is fulfilled in the 
Kingdom of Heaven in the sp irit world and on earth, was not 
fulfilled a t tha t time. There has never been a person w ho 
achieved the divine spir it level w hile on earth , a nd therefore, 
the Kingdom of Heaven in the spirit world remains vacant­
not one person has entered it, s ince it is the divine spirit level 
of the spiri t world . Why then d id Jesus say that whoever 
believed in h im would ente r the Kingdom of Heaven? He said 
tha t because his origina l purpose was to bring about the 
Kingdom of Heaven . However , because of the fa ithlessness of 
the people oflsrael, he d ied on the cross wi thout realizing the 
Kingdom of Heaven . 

At the time Jesus was crucified , two thieves were cruci­
fied with him, one on his righ t and one on his left. When the 
thief on the right showed that he believed in Jesus, Jesus told 
him tha t he would be with him in Pa radise (Lk 23:43). Para­
d ise is the life spir it level of the spirit world- the level which 
people believing in Jesus reach after leaving their physical 

* Though Jesus brought spiritua l salvation to ma n, as can be seen in 
Romans 7: 14-25, the Or igina l Sin remains wi thin ma n. The actua l 
elimina tion of Original Sin will ta ke place at the Second Coming. 
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selves. Those in Paradise must pray for the goal of perfection 
and wait for the opening of the gates to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

D. Spiritual Phenomena Occuning in the Last Days 

Man fell from the perfection level of the growth s tage. As man 
enters the Last Days, he enters the age in which he can restore 
himself to the perfection level of the growth s tage. By believ­
ing and living the Word of the New Testament Age, a person 's 
spirit self can attain the perfection level of the growth stage, 
the position of man immediately prior to the Fall. 

The Last Days is when man restores on a world-wide scale 
the level just prior to the Fall- the life spirit level. which is the 
level a t which Adam attained the ability to deeply communi­
cate with God. For this reason , in the Last Days, as the top of 
the growth s tage is approached there w i II be many people who 
develop the ability to communicate with the spirit world. 
Seeing things from this viewpoint we can understa nd God's 
promise to pour out his spirit on a ll flesh in the Last Days(Acts 
2:17). 

In the Last Days, there will be many people who receive 
the revela tion , " You arc the Lord ." This docs not mean that 
they are the Lord of the Second Coming, but means that they 
are being re-established in the position of lord of the Creation, 
that position having been lost because of the Fall of Adam. In 
other words, they are restoring the level of spiritua l develop­
ment that Adam had reached j us t prior to the Fa ll. 

Just as John the Baptis t was lo prepare the way for Jesus, 
there will be many people with various m issions who are to 
prepare the way for the Lord of the Second Coming . Since 
these persons responsible for certa in missions represent the 
Lord of the Second Coming, they each receive the revelation, 
"You are the Lord," though they may be working in an age or in 
a field different from tha t of the Lord . If a t such a time a person 
receiving the spiritual communication does not unders tand 
the principle behind it and mis takenly thinks tha t he is the 
Lord of the Second Co ming and acts as if he is the Lord , he 
becomes an a ntichris t. This is the reason for the biblical 
prophecy tha t many antichris ts w ill appear in the Last Days. 

Also , a lthough people capable of spiritual communica­
tion communicate with the same spirit world, since the spir­
itual level, circumstances , and individua l character arc diffe­
rent in each spiritually open person , the level of the spirit 
world with which they communicate and the contents of the 
revela tions they receive differ from one another ( I Cor 15:41 , 
12:8-10). Because of this there is often disagreement and con­
flic t among spiritualists . Especially s ince they have only a 
vertical re lationship with God and a re responsible for only 
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one part of the entire Dispensation for Restoration, they are 
often ignora nt of the ir horizonta l relationship with o thers 
who have spiritua l communication . Since each is the bes t in 
his particular area of responsibi Ii ty, God gives each the revela­
tion "You are the best" to encourage him to do his bes t. Yet, 
because they do not know the whole picture of what God is 
doing, they often conflict with one another. The confusion 
among those who can communicate spiritually will be cleared 
up by the new expression of truth, which will explain the 
overall purpose of the Dispensation for Restoration. Based on 
this complete understanding, spiritualis ts will be able to 
achieve reciprocal, horizontal harmony, in addition to vertic­
al harmony with God. Their abilities should fit in with the 
purpose of the whole. 

IV. THE DISPENSATION FOR THE 
RESURRECTION OF SPIRIT PERSONS 

A. Returning Resurrection of Spirit Persons 

Countless people have already passed on to the spirit world, 
and not one has ever perfected himself while on earth in his 
physical self. How can these spirit persons be resurrec ted? A 
person's spirit self can ne ither grow nor be resurrected apart 
from the physical self. So for those in the spirit world to be 
resurrected, they must return to earth and fulfill the responsi­
bility that they left unaccomplished during their physical life. 
They accomplish this by cooperating with people on earth and 
working through others' physical selves to help them to fulfill 
their mission. This is the reason that Jude 1:14 says that in the 
Last Days" . .. the Lord came with his holy myriads . .. . " In 
what manner do the spirit persons cooperate with persons on 
earth to accomplish God's Will? When a person on earth, 
through prayer or spiritual activities, happens to form a base 
conducive to spiritual communication and partnership, then 
a spirit person will return and begin to cooperate with that 
person on earth by Give and Take Ac tion wi th his spirit self. 
The spirit person helps the person on earth to receive revela­
tions or to have deep experiences of truth, and sometimes 
helps him to experience other spiritual phenomena such as 
the power to cure diseases, the ability to prophesy, or spiritual 
fire. 

B. Returning Resurrection of Spirit Persons Who 
Believed in God 

Jesus ' age two thousand years ago and the time when Christ 
re turns in the Last Days are both specia l times when a ll the 
faithful on earth can be spiritually elevated (in accordance 
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with the Dispensation for Restoration). Especially s ince these 
are the times when God's Word of re-creation appears anew 
(as the Gospel and the new words respectively), then accord­
ing to the princ iples of resurrection these times are the most 
s ignificant opportuni ties-opportunities when man's spir it 
self can be resurrected at a n accelerated ra te. Therefore, in 
Jesus ' time the form spirits of the Old Testament Age, who had 
dea lt only with the Law, a ll longed to return and meet the 
condition of cooperating w ith the faithful on earth . 

Since Elijah appeared as a spirit person to J esus and his 
disciples on the mount of the Transfi gu rat ion (Ml 17 :3), it is 
clear that Elijah is in the spirit world. Yet , Jesus indicated tha t 
John the Baptis t, who was on earth , was Elijah (Mt 17:12,13; 
11 : 14). In light of the principles of resurrection we can under ­
stand that Elijah had re turned in order to complete the mis­
s io n that he had left unaccompli shed wh ile on earth by 
cooperating w ith John the Baptist. According to the princi­
ples governing re turning resurrection , the physical self of 
John the Baptis t was a substitute for that of Elijah. 

Matthew 27:52 says that when Jesus died on the cross 
many saints rose from their tombs. This is also a phenomenon 
of the resurrection of spirit persons-resurrection of those 
who had developed a form spirit while on earth. By cooperat­
ing with those on earth who believe in and attend the Lord of 
the Second Coming and by he lping them to become divine 
spiri l selves, spirit persons of the life spir it level (Paradise) can 
receive the same benefits and themselves become d ivine 
spirits . 

Hebrews 11:39-41 says, "And a ll these [saints of the Old 
Testa ment age]. though well a ttes ted by their faith , did not 
receive what was promised [admission to the Kingdom of 
Heaven], s ince God had foreseen something better [ the King­
dom of Heaven] for us [persons on earth], tha t a part from us 
they [spirit persons] should not be made perfect." These words 
demonstrate the princ iples of returning resurrec tion. 

C. The Returning Resurrection of All Other Spirit Persons 

The spirit persons who believed in religions other tha n Juda­
ism a nd Christianity w hen they passed away a lso must 1·eturn 
a nd cooperate with people on earth- with those who are of 
their respect ive religions. It is with them tha t they can easily 
form a reciprocal base. 

Good spirit people who livcc.l conscien tious ly while on 
earth, though not relig ious ly, return and cooperate with good 
people on earth who have s imilar spiritua l levels and ci rcum­
s tances. 

Matthew 25:41 mentions the devil a nd his angels. In this 
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passage, ' His [the devil 's] angels' includes evil spirit persons. 
For evil spirit persons also, the re is no way to be resurrected 
except through returning resurrection , which is possible only 
in certain ages. But evil spirit persons cannot descend to earth 
simply as they wish , a nd even if they do descend, they do not 
necessarily receive the benefits of returning resurrection. Be­
fore evil spirit persons can obtain the benefit s of returning 
resurrection through the Second Coming, their work must 
first meet the indemnity condition'' tha t fulfills God's w ill to 
eradicate the ir s ins through punishing the m . 

D. Returning Resurrection and the Theory of Reincarnation 

God works to accomplish the total Dispensation for Restora­
tion by calling many individuals and giving each the portion 
of work that is suitable for him. As the Dispensation progres­
ses and a new central person i chosen for a mission , God 
progressively broadens the scale of the Dispensation , expand­
ing it from the individual level to the levels of the family, the 
nation, and the world. A person who dies without comple ting 
his mission must re turn and cooperate with a person on earth 
who has the same type of m ission and the same spiritual 
disposition . From this mission-orien ted viewpoint, the phy­
sical self of the person on earth becomes the physica l self for 
the return ing spirit person as we ll. In this sense, the person on 
earth becomes the "second coming" of the re turning sp irit 
person. When viewed with spiritua l eyes, the person on earth 
could seem to be the reincarnation of the spirit person who is 
cooperat ing with him. 

For this reason in the Last Days many people wil l appear 
claiming to be Elijah, Buddha, Confucius, or the Olive Tree. It 
would seem tha t the theory of trans-migration, or reincarna­
tion , is the result of interpreting what is ha ppening based on 
appearances, without knowing the princ iples of returning 
resurrection . 

E. Unification of Religions by Returning Resurrection 

Based on what was already explained in the section on the 
returning resurrection of spirit people, we can see that life 
spiri t level pirit persons. who a rc in Paradise, must inevit­
ably return to earth a nd cooperate with the fa ithful a l the time 
of the Second Com ing. The time a nd type of he lp that a person 
on earth receives from a spirit person vary depending on the 
person's a ttitude, fai th , and disposition and the merits or his 

* Sec ''Overview of the Princ iples of the Dispensat ion for 
Restoration ." 
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ancestors. Yet those who have strong faith will ultimately be 
led by spirit persons to the Lord at the Second Coming, where 
they can devote themselves to the Will of God. S ince all of the 
most fa ithful will gather around the Lord through the influ­
ence of spirit people, the unificat ion of Christianity will be 
naturally realized at the time of the Second Coming. 

As w ill be discussed in the sec tion on central a nd 
peripheral histories (in "Second Coming"), Christianity is not 
a religion for Christians a lone; it is the central rel igion with 
the mission of accomplishing the ultimate purpose of all reli­
gions which pursue goodness. Accordingly, those believers of 
various religions who have passed on to the spiri t world will 
return to those of their own faith who are on earth and lead 
them to the Lord of the Second Coming. Yet, the time when 
each person is connected with the central rel igion will vary 
according to the spiritual level of the spiri t person and the 
bel iefs and degree of faith of the person on earth. Even though 
believers of the various rel igions may have had no communi­
cation with each other up until now, through the influence of 
spirit people, a ll the faithfu l of the various religions are des­
tined to unite centered on the Lord of the Second Coming. 
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