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Introduction 

We arc enteri ng a new age. We are living in a time of rapid 
transition ; ye t, for a ll the changes that are taking place in 
individua ls and families, in society, in the nations , and in the 
world, many worry about the direc tion that these changes an: 
taking and feel tha t there is s till some fundamental change 
needed . 

The Principle'', which is outlined in this volume, is a 
vision and a guide that offers hope to those who want to find 
the essence of life and li ve righteously. All of us have at some 
time asked fundamental questions about God , oursel ves, and 
the world . We have a lso often wondered what our futures 
would be. Such questions arc com mon to everyone. However, 
the answers that have bee n given often have been inadequate. 
In answering these questions, we need to think of them from a 
new perspecti ve that will give us answers we can a ll be satis
fied with . Owline of The Principle is directed toward this 
purpose . 

The Principle is the teaching revealed by God to the Rev
erend Sun Myung Moon. Reverend Moon <lid not s tudy theolo
gy or philosophy in school or with any teacher. God chose him 
lo express His Will. Ye t, revelation from God does not rush 
down easi ly, like wa ter over a waterfall, nor is it given all a t 
once. There a rc certain s tages in its unfolding, and a proper 
response by man is essentia l for that unfolding to proceed. 

Sun Myung Moon was firs t called bv God when he was 
sixteen years old . He then wandered through the invis ible 
(spirit) world , whi ch is the world of cause, seeking to solve a ll 
of the fundamental questions about life and the universe. He 

* When printed in roman type, 'The Principle' refers Lo the revelation 
received by the Reverend Sun Myung Moo n.(See a lso the footnote 
on page 29.) 
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had LO overcome tremendous obstacles in the spirit world . In 
search or the truth , he walked a path of suffering and fought a 
bloody ba ttle against the force of Sa tan. Only God rea ll y 
knows the kind of path he travelled . He freely communica ted 
with Jc us and the saints in Paradise. In his spiritua l com
munication with God , Sun Myung Moon received revela tion 
concerning the fundamenta l a pects of God 's Will for man's 
life . 

In order to systemati:te and teach this knowledge, he 
spent countless hours in prayer a nd in study of the Bib le . In 
1950, he began to teach form a lly the most important pa rts of 
The Principle to his disciple!>. However, much of The Principle 
rece ived by Reverend Moon is still unpublished . More of The 
Princ ipl e reve la tion will be released according to the progrc s 
of the dispensation and the development of the founda tion on 
earth . 

Two texts, titled Wal-Ii Hae-sul [Explanation of The Prin
ciple] (Seoul , Korea: Segyc Kidokyo Tongil Shillyong Hyop
hwe, 1957; untrans la ted) and Wol-li Kang-ran [Discou rse on 
The Princ iple) (Seoul , Korea: Segye Kidokyo Tongil Shillyong 
Hyophwe , 1966; published in Eng lish as Divine Principle, 
Washington, D.C.: HSA-UWC, 1973) have been used as the 
officia l doctrine of the Unifi cation Church. They were written 
by Hyo Won Eu , the firs t p resident of the Korea n Unifica tion 
Church , who served Reverend Moon in the early years of his 
minis try and was taught directl y by him. 

At Reverend Moon 's request , thi series, Owli11e a( The 
Principle, is be ing written , based on Wal-Ii Kang-ran , to help 
readers unders tand The Principle and to be used as a lecture 
outline. I* have s tudied a nd lectured on The Principle for over 
twenty yea rs under the guida nce of Reverend Moon . ever
theless I s till lack a comple te unders ta nding of The Princ iple 
and the ability to pe rfectly express it. Not wanting to lessen 
the precious value of The Pr inciple itself. I have written this 
book with prayer. If there is any confusion in the expression of 
The Princ iple , it is my respons ibility a lone. 

According to The Princ ipl e, God is the origin of love and 
heart. God 's mo tive in crea ting is to realize his idea l of love-to 
realize his ideal of love is the Purpose of the Creation. In the 
world where God 's idea l is rca li.£1.:d , man and a ll things a rc to 
live in ha ppiness a nd harmony, with God ' love as the source 
of their life and ha ppine s. The world where the sphere of 
God's idea l love is comple te is the Kingdom of Heaven . God 
created man on earth, not in heaven . God 's ideal when real 
ized on earth is thus called the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. 
Man is to live in God 's kingdom on earth , and then his spirit 

* This text was wrinen in Korean by Chung Hwan Kwak. 



INTRODUCTION 

self is to enter God's kingdom in the spirit world, where he will 
live for eternity (the relationship between these two worlds is 
similar to that between the mind and the body in human 
beings). The Kingdom of Heaven is the place where an indi
vidual who has completely experienced God's love lives hap
pi ly for eternity in an ideal relationship of love with God and 
other people. 

In God's ideal world of love , there cannot be any sin , 
unrighteousness, injustice , or restraint. However, the first 
man and woman did not fulfil l their respons ibility, and as a 
result, they did not perfect themselves, and they left the realm 
of God's love. This was the Fall, and its resu lt was that sin and 
evil entered the world, and Hell , which is the realm outside 
God 's love, came to exist. 

Could God abandon this world, full of sin , unrighteous
ness, and suffering? No; he could never do so. As he said in 
Isaiah 46:11, " 'I have spoken, and I wi ll bring it to pass; I have 
purposed and I will do i 1: "God will restore man to be as He 
promised in the blessings that He gave after man's creation 
(Gen 1 :28). So God's dispensation for sa lvation is the Dispen
sation for Restoration , in which he will estab lish the ideal 
kingdom of love , which was his original Purpose for the Crea
tion. 

God is a living and active God. Both throughout his tory 
and in the minds of people, God 's active providence has left its 
mark. Then, what of man, the object of this living God 's dis
pensation ; what has man been like throughout history? At 
each stage in his tory, God has had to deal with man according 
to man 's spiritual state and inte llectua l level. Has man a lways 
remained the same internally, or has he been progressing and 
constantly improvin g? If man had not fallen, he would have 
reflected God's charac ter (Jn 14 :20) and perfection (Mt 5:48), 
and thus God would have been ab le to relate to him directly. 
However, Adam and Eve fell and became embodiments of sin 
and evil instead of becoming the persons that God had origin
ally envis ioned . If we were to speak of how man's spirituality 
and intellect were affected by this sta te of separa tion and fall, 
we could say that they were reduced to a very base s tale . 

Through God's Dispensa tion for Restoration , the spir
ituality and inte llect of fallen people have gradually de
veloped. As man 's spiritual and inte ll ectual levels have de
veloped in each age, God has been able to revise accordingly 
the means of educating peop le and re lating to them . For ex
ample, in Abraham 's time, when man's spirituality and intel
lect were extremely low, God had to have people come closer 
to him through the offering of sacrifices. The people of that 
time were too immature to respond to laws and command
ments. Several hundred years later, a t the time of Moses, God 

Fallen 
World 
Hell 

Abraham Moses 
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ca rried out the dispensation through the Law. At Jesus' time, 
ins tead of repeating the same dispensation through laws or 
commandments, God worked in a new way to bring the people 
closer to him, by giving the Gospe l, on a level appropriate for 
the spiritua lity of the people of that age. 

The fact tha t the Jewish people, who so devoutly believed 
in God , did not recogni ze his son, Jesus, as the savior is a 
crucia l point in the Dispensa tion for Restoration. Why were 
they unable to recognize h im? In tha t age , the people oflsrael 
followed God through obedience to laws, bu t then God began 
to approach the people through Jesus hi mself. by means of the 
new dispensation of the Gospel. In light of these his torical 
fac ts, we can see tha t as man's spiritua lity and intellect de
velop , God has a lways adopted a correspondingly developed 
method to reach man. The objects of the liv ing God and his 
dispensation a re not like fossils, bu t rather are persons who 
are very much a live a nd active. 

Then , who is the presen t focus of God's dispensation? It is 
not the peop le of J esus' t ime, nor the people of Moses' age, nor 
primiti ve man s till further back. It is contemporary man, 
living here and now. Ye t we cannot deny tha t today most 
young people are not interested in the churches and tha t 
people in general are turn ing away from them . The ra tional 
and scientific emphasis of people today demands a clearer 
and deeper understanding of the truth and an exp lanation of 
the seeming contradic tions in rel igious teachings and prac
tices before they will take up a religious way of life. As we have 
seen in God 's his torical process ofrestoration, God is alive and 
working, so we can know that God will definitely give man a 
new expression of the truth, one that can lead the people of 
this age to salvation and a new age. 

Today, many d ifficult ques tions arise during an examina
tion of the Bi ble. For example, w hat is the proper re lat ionship 
of God , Jesus, and man; what is the correct understandi ng of 
resurrection and the Last Days; why must J esus re turn; and 
when and how will he re turn? Answers to a ll of these have 
been given in parab les and symbols but they have yet to be 
clearly expla ined. 

We read in John 16:25 that Jesus sa id ," 'I have said this to 
you in figures; the hour is coming when I shall no longer speak 
to you in figu res but tell you p la inly of the Fa ther.' " In John 
16: 12,13 we read tha t he a lso said," 'I have yet many things to 
say to you , but you cannot bear them now. When the Spiri t of 
truth comes, he w ill guide you into a ll the truth ; for he will not 
speak on his own aut hority, but w hatever he hears he will 
speak, and he w ill declare to you the thi ngs tha t a re to come.' " 
And in Revelation 10:11 we read , " 'You must again prophesy 
about many peoples and nations and tongues and kings.' " · 
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Each of these passages indica tes that in the Last Days a new 
expression of the truth w ill be given . 

However, s ince it will be a new revelation, there wi ll be 
some aspects which may not be understood in light of conven
tiona l doc trine or tradition. For example , even though Jesus' 
teachings were based on the Old Testament, the peopl e of his 
time were bound to such a litera l interpre tation of the Old 
Testamen t that they could not understand Jesus. It was for 
this reason tha t J esus said,"' ... new wine must be put into 
fresh wineskins' " (Lk 5:38); he was teaching them that they 
had to make themselves new if they were to receive the new 
words. 

We know tha t God worked through Noah and Abraham 
and we know tha t God spoke through Moses an d Jesus. Is the 
same God, who is a live today, unable to give a new revela tion ? 
The Church does not need another human interpretation of 
the Bible. Wha t matters is how God interprets it a nd tha t we 
fulfill his Will by Ii ving it. 

There is another reason that mankind needs a new, deeper 
expression of truth . We can clearly see the rapid collapse of 
modern civilization and of orde r in society with no satisfac
tory replacement in sight. A feeling of emptiness, lone liness, 
and discontent has led to despair, confus ion , self-indul gence, 
and alcohol and drug abuse. Confusion throughout society 
a bout s tanda rds of value and conduc t has caused the s trong 
trend toward egoism, and accompanying it , the breakdown of 
the fami ly and the ra pid increases in crime, juvenile delin
quency, and a ll kinds of immorali ty, which are unsettl ing the 
foundations of society and caus ing a loss of hope in the future. 
Violence and war, which are prevalent , and rac ism, the un
equa l distribution of wealth , the impotence of the world reli
gions in lead ing the modern age, and the expansion of a theis
tic Communism a ll reinforce the doubts about the prospects 
for modern c ivilization. None of these crises can be comple te
ly or even parti a lly solved in an ins tant. A fundamental and 
eternal solution is needed . Since God is a live, he will definite
ly save mankind from these crises through a new and r evolu
tiona ry approach. 

The key to trul y solving or eliminating any of these prob
lems is knowing and understanding their causes. It is because 
the causes have never been fully unders tood tha t these prob
lems have never been eliminated. The Principle expl a ins these 
causes and then presents clear and pract ical solutions that 
through educa tion make it possible for the individua l a nd the 
family (which are the core of human society) to free ly and 
happily a lter the ir life styles. 

To fallen man, knowledge is intellectual and spiritual 
renewa l; ignorance is death and destruction. No aes thetic 
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sentiments can come from ignorance, nor can w ill o r hope 
flourish in it. And ignorance and misunderstanding of God 
cause men to turn away from God and to despair. The Princi
ple not onl y shows tha t God exis ts , but also ex plains the 
original Heart of God and the de tails of his dispensat ion as 
revealed in his torv. 

Moreover, it fos te rs a change of character for those who 
sincere ly want to find God through a spiritual experience with 
the Holy Spirit . The more we experience the t rue love of God 
through The Princ iple, the more we experience our own re
creation. Furthermore, we arc able to deve lop genui ne a nd 
s incere human rela tionships with others. 

Through developmen ts in the means of commu nication 
and travel and through trade and cu ltural exchanges, the 
world has been drawn externa ll y so close togethe r tha t now 
each nation d irec tly or indirect ly in fluences a ll o the rs. 
However, the bas ic conten t of huma n re lationsh ips is s till 
di strus t and hate based on sc lf-centercdness a nd mutual lack 
of concern. In o ther words, des p i Le the externa l t re nd toward a 
one-world commun itv, unit~, and harmon~1 in the truest sense 
are not present. And God's love alone can make the m possible . 

The Principle teaches that the famil y is the basic uni t 
needed for the rea liza tion of God 's love. The Princip le a lso 
a ffirm s tha t only through establishing order in the home ca n 
love be planted in the dry heart of modern man, and on ly then 
can a true rela tionsh ip be establ ished be tween husband a nd 
wife, between pa ren ts a nd chi ldren, among brothers and sis
ters, and a mong nei ghbors. The love bet ween an ideal hus
band and w ife is the fundamenta l cond ition for the happiness 
of huma n beings. Only when there is such love between par
ents w ill children be a ble to unders tand and experience ideal 
love from the ir parents. 

God 's ori gina l ideal is for human beings to love God as 
their parent a nd live in brotherhood as one extended fami lv. 
The Pri nciple is a guide to the awaken ing of man's origina l 
love and to the restorin g of the origina l human re lationshi ps 
that will create a one-family worl d society. 

The Princ iple a lso leads to un ification or the internal 
truths, which religion has sought, a nd the external t ru ths, 
wh ich science has sought. T he n:ason that The Pr inc iple is 
able to achieve thi s unifica tion is th a t whe ther one is con 
cerned with ma n 's inner life or the cosmos, ma n 's effort to find 
truth in God's Crea tion is rela ted to God , whatever the disc i
pline or a pproach. 

Furthermore, The Princ iple wi ll prevail over th<: com
munis t ideo logy, w hich denies God, and it will end the last 
ideological battle of hi story w ith a vic tory for God's s ide . 
Completion of the dispensa tion for sa lvation wil l incl ude the 



INTRODUCTION 

res tora tion of people unde r communist regimes. The_v a lso are 
to become individuals w ith perfect c haracter b_v means of 
God's love and new words. 

According tu The Princi ple, a ll re ligions throughout his
tory which have sought and urged a conscientious way of life 
directly or indirectly came LU exis t b_v vi rtue o f God's Will. It is 
true that today Chris tia nity plays a central role in fulfillin g 
the overa ll purpose of God 's dis pensa t io n . However. God has 
led people of other nations by establishi ng relig ion uitcd to 
their particula r ti me a nd environment in order to prepare 
them to receive the Messiah in the future. As John 3: 16 sa:·s, 
" ' For God so loved the world that he gave his un i: · Son, that 
11•'1oever believes in him should not peri h but have eterna l 
life'" (emphasis added). God sends the Mc!)siah nut onl:· fur 
Christ ians, but fur a ll mankind . 

The revelatio n that God gave to Sun Myung Moon was 
giv<.:n quie tl _v in the East, but it has g iven men and womrn 
throughout the world, especially young people, new happi
ness and new hope, and it has g iven them life in the depth of 
the ir hearts. Young people fro m m ore tha n o ne hundred twen
ty nat ions, with different s kin colors, cultura l background~ . 
and life st:·les have all taken up this new life and have found 
new mean ing a nd follow God's Will w ith a new passion. Here, 
we introduce an out line of The Princ iple , which has the vi ta l
it_v to deep!:· move the huma n mind and s pir it a nd LU trans
form a searching individual inLU a person of new character 
centered on God. 
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