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Buenos Aires, Argentina—Eight distinguished Argentinian women were acknowledged for their 
accomplishments during a celebration of International Women’s Day(*) on March 10, 2016, co-organized 
by UPF and Women’s Federation for World Peace (WFWP) in Argentina. The theme for this year’s day 
was “Planet 50-50 by 2030: Step It Up for Gender Equality.” 
 
Alicia Bosquet, Juana Donadio, Martha Pérez Chávez, María Salomé Figueroa, Laura Andrea Suárez, 
María Clara Garay, Nancy Falcón, and Elena Santa Cruz were the guests of honor. 
 

 
 
Ms. Elizabeth Giuliano, a youth member of WFWP-Argentina, was the emcee. Greetings and messages 
that had been sent by different organizations and individuals were read at the celebration. Among those 



 

 

who wrote a message was Prof. Ernesto Kahan, an Argentinian doctor living in Israel, who is a well-
known writer and was a member of the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War 
(IPPNW) delegation that received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1985. 
 
WFWP-Argentina President Rosetta Conti de Castellón read an excerpt from “World Peace and the Role 
of Women,” a speech by Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, co-founder of both UPF and WFWP. Poet Donato 
Perrone read UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s message for the day and Pastor Alba Rosa Contardo 
of UPF-Argentina’s Peace Council read the poem, “Women for Peace.” Musical performances were 
offered by Gabriela Pozzi, Belén de la Madrid and Martín Balbi Narvaez, which entertained the guests. 
UPF-Argentina Secretary General Miguel Werner gave some words during the toast at the end of the 
event. 
 
Alicia Bosquet was acknowledged “for being an excellent wife, daughter-in-law, mother and 
grandmother; and for her constant solidarity and her commitment to the neighborhood, always 
considering the needs of the community, [and contributing toward creating an environment] of more 
cooperation and mutual help.” 
 
Juana Donadio was recognized “for her long career in the solidary and cultural spheres in San Clemente 
del Tuyú and the district of La Costa, where she supports and collaborates with different entities and 
provides her valuable experience and human warmth, promoting values of cooperation and peace.” 
 
Martha Pérez Chávez “for her volunteer work and collaboration with different organizations, [in the areas 
of] solidary, literacy, environment and health, and for her valuable work as coordinator of integration and 
support workshops, and her commitment to the elderly and people with disabilities.” 
 
María Salomé Figueroa, “for her 25-year career delivering the ‘Crystal Rose’ Prize, which seeks to honor 
people who change history every day and who stand out in different areas. For her silent work and big 
heart to uplift the forgotten.” 
 
Laura Andrea Suárez, “for her valuable work as a teacher to children, adolescents and people with 
genetic, neurologic, psychiatric and emotional disorders. For her voluntary work and her commitment to 
solidary projects, and the promotion of good environmental practices. A mother of a large family, she has 
much love to give.” 
 
María Clara Garay is a “wife, mother, grandmother and nurse who volunteered in different provinces, 
with happiness and love. For providing her knowledge to and helping hospitals, soup kitchens, poor 
neighborhoods, public spaces, schools and senior citizen centers.” 
 
Nancy Falcón, “for her dedication and commitment to intercultural and interfaith dialogue as executive 
director of the Intercultural Dialogue Center Alba and coordinator of the Bridge Builders’ program for 
young people. For promoting the spiritual values for coexistence and peace.” 
 
Elena Santa Cruz “for her hard work [volunteering] in houses, hospitals, prisons, and centers of attention, 
since 1976. For promoting health and values as a teacher, catechist, puppeteer, lecturer, and writer.” 
 

 




